THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

AT  CHAPEL  HILL 


THE  COLLECTION  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINIANA 

ENDOWED  BY 

JOHN  SPRUNT  HILL 
CLASS  OF  1889 


C286 

M57f 


UNIVERSITY  OF  N.C.  AT  CHAPEL  HILL 


00043571722 


FOR  USE  ONLY  IN 
THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  COLLECTION 


Faith  Flowing  Freely: 


History  of  the 

Yadkin  Baptist  Association 

17901990 


written  and  compiled 

by 

DANIEL  MERRITT 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2012  with  funding  from 
l  and  Library  Services,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Library  Services  and  Technology  Act,  administered  by  the  State  Library  of  North  Carolina,  a  division  of  Cultural  Resources. 


.ingfreeOumei 


Faith  Flowing  Freely: 
History  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association 

1790-1990 


written  and  compiled 

by 

Daniel  Merritt 

Copyright  1990 


Cover  Credit:  Photo  of  the  Yadkin  River  by  Richard  Pendry.  Taken  near  the  Low- 
water  Bridge  near  Rockford. 


Printed  by  Nu-Line  Printing  &  Photography,  Elkin,  NC 


DEDICATION 


fT)S7P 


Harriet  Allgood  Shermer 

September  21,  1920  -  February  25, 1990 
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FOREWORD 


As  the  waters  of  the  Yadkin  River  have  flowed  freely  for  centuries,  for  two 
centuries  freely  has  flowed  the  faith  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  In  the  pages 
that  follow  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  capture  on  the  printed  page  some  of  the 
fruit  that  has  resulted  from  such  free  flowing  faith. 

When  one  undertakes  the  task  of  writing  history  it  is  easy  to  fall  into  the  trap  of 
focusing  only  on  facts  and  statistics,  without  focusing  on  the  ones  who  produced 
those  facts  and  statistics.  In  writing  the  history  of  the  Yadkin  Association  every 
attempt  has  been  made  to  strike  a  balance  between  historical  facts  and  the 
personalities  behind  those  facts.  One  must  not  forget  that  if  not  for  the  faith  of 
countless  individuals  over  the  last  200  years  there  would  be  no  history  to  write 
about. 

Recognizing  that  another  writer  might  have  put  emphasis  on  different  events 
and  people  than  the  present  writer,  the  reader  can  rest  assured  that  each  time  a  pen 
was  taken  in  hand  prayer  went  into  what  was  written.  There  have,  of  course,  been 
some  events  and  persons  that  have  distinguished  themselves  over  the  last  two 
centuries.  Obviously  attention  will  be  given  them. 

There  have  also  been  other  events  and  individuals,  while  not  in  the  forefront,  are 
nonetheless  equally  as  important.  However,  when  dealing  with  200  years  of  history 
a  decision  must  be  made  as  to  what  will  be  written  and  what  will  be  left  out.  The 
reader  can  be  assured  this  writer  spent  many  an  agonizing  moment  wrestling  with 
that  decision. 

When  researching  one  always  finds  discrepancies  in  dates,  names,  numbers, 
and  spellings.  This  work  has  been  no  exception  to  the  rule,  and  any  mistakes  in 
these  areas  are  completely  unintentional.  In  spite  of  any  discrepancies  that  may 
occur,  this  work  is  sent  forth  with  the  prayer  that  the  reader  will  obtain  a  greater 
appreciation  of  the  contributions  made  by  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  in  the 
advancement  of  Christ's  Kingdom. 

Sincere  thanks  to  John  R.  Woodard  and  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Historical 
Collection  at  Wake  Forest  University  for  their  friendliness  and  helpfulness  when 
assistance  was  needed;  to  Paul  Faircloth,  Director  of  Missions,  for  his  proof  reading 
the  manuscript  and  many  helpful  suggestions;  to  the  Bicentennial  Committee  of 
Karen  Smith,  Mike  Trivette,  lla  Reavis,  Carl  Hoots,  LH  Todd,  and  the  late  Harriet 
Shermer  for  their  encouragement;  to  Grady  Burgiss  and  J.C.  Shore  for  their  helpful 
insights;  to  Brenda  Garner,  associational  secretary,  for  her  patience  for  the  many 
times  I  interrupted  her;  to  the  good  people  of  Richmond  Hill  Baptist  Church  for 
allowing  me  the  opportunity  to  undertake  this  task;  and  to  the  countless  others  too 
numerous  to  mention  for  bits  and  pieces  of  information. 

A  special  thanks  to  my  wife,  Shirley,  and  my  children,  Denise  and  Jonathan,  for 
putting  up  with  more  than  one  can  imagine  during  the  countless  hours  of  research, 
writing,  and  typing.  Their  patience  was  stretched,  but  never  seemed  to  break  (but 
please  do  not  ask  them  about  it)! 


May  each  reader  realize  that  the  following  pages  are  more  than  history.  These 
pages  tell  His-Story — His  story  of  how  He  has  worked  in  different  personalities,  in 
different  periods  of  time  to  accomplish  His  purpose  and  expand  His  Kingdom 
through  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  In  learning  about  the  associations 
forefathers,  may  we  be  reminded  of  the  words  of  the  great  Baptist  scholar  and 
preacher  John  A.  Broadus,  "Shame  on  you  if  standing  on  the  shoulders  of  your 
fathers  you  do  not  see  farther. " 

Rev.  Daniel  Merritt 
August  28,  1990 


Rev.  Daniel  Merritt 
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INTRODUCTION 


Ihe  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  For  two  hundred  years  it  has  been  known  by 
that  name.  It  has  had  no  other  name.  Though  the  territory  the  association  originally 
occupied  has  changed,  its  name  has  not  in  its  two  hundred  years  of  existence. 

As  a  Baptist  association,  not  only  has  it  not  changed  its  name,  it  has  not 
changed  it  distinctiveness.  It  has  been  distinctively  Baptist  for  two  centuries  now. 
What  makes  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  Baptist?  What  is  a  Baptist?  What 
principles  do  Baptists  hold  that  make  them  distinctive? 

The  basic  Baptist  principles  might  be  summarized  as  follows: 

1.  Scriptures  are  held  as  the  final  authority — The  Bible  is  at  the  heart  of  our  faith 
and  practice. 

2.  Baptism  is  to  be  by  immersion  and  for  believers  only.  Baptists  reject  infant 
baptism,  for  it  is  not  Scriptural.  Baptism  is  to  be  only  for  one  who  has  personally 
trusted  Christ  as  his/her  Savior. 

3.  Autonomy  and  independence  of  the  local  church — Each  local  church  is  not 
answerable  to  any  hierarchy,  but  is  free  to  function  as  it  is  directed  under  the 
Lordship  of  Christ. 

4.  Separation  of  church  and  state — Baptists  contend  each  person  is  free  to 
worship  as  he/she  so  chooses,  and  the  state  should  tend  to  political  affairs  and  let 
the  church  alone. 

5.  Priesthood  of  the  believer — This  is  a  fundamental  belief  among  Baptists.  By 
faith  in  Christ  every  person  has  access  to  God  without  any  human  mediation. 
Through  Christ,  all  believers  are  priests  who  are  able  to  relate  to  and  act  for  God. 

6.  The  ordinances — Baptists  believe  that  the  ordinances  of  Baptism  and  the 
Lord's  Supper  are  not  channels  of  grace,  for  grace  comes  by  faith  alone.  They  are 
external  signs  of  an  internal  reality. 

While  it  is  true  that  there  have  been  groups  and  movements  throughout  history 
that  have  held  to  one  or  more  of  these  basic  principles,  one  would  be  hard  to  find 
those  who  have  consistently  held  to  all  of  them  for  an  extended  period  of  time.  It  is 
the  consistent  adhering  to  these  principles  through  the  years  that  make  Baptists 
Baptists,  as  well  as  distinctive. 

What  a  noble,  worthy,  and  rich  heritage  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association 
possesses.  Privileged  are  those  who  have  been  and  are  a  part  of  it.  Let  us  who  have 
presently  been  given  the  responsibility  to  continue  carrying  on  this  glorious  work  of 
faith  which  was  begun  two  hundred  years  ago,  carry  it  out  with  the  same  vigor, 
dedication,  and  bold  determination  as  those  faithful  Baptists  who  have  gone  before 
us. 

As  we  embark  upon  this  journey  of  discovering  how  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  came  to  be  and  its  many  accomplishments  over  the  last  two  hundred 
years,  let  each  of  us  consecrate  himself/herself  to  the  ongoing  of  this  work.  To  do 
so  is  part  of  being  a  faithful  Baptist.  But  more  importantly,  it  is  our  duty  as  servants 
of  Christ. 


I 


TRACING  OUR 
BAPTIST  BEGINNINGS 

From  England  to  the  Banks 
of  the  Yadkin  River 


How  Baptists  Began 

I  wo  hundred  years  have  passed  since  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association's 
formation  in  1790.  A  Bicentennial  has  arrived.  It  means  many  things  to  many 
people.  It  above  all  means  that  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  has  been  a  shining 
beacon  for  Christ  for  two  centuries.  It  means  the  association's  service  for  Christ  has 
touched  part  of  the  18th  century,  all  of  the  19th  century,  most  of  the  20th  century, 
and,  if  Christ  tarries,  will  reach  into  the  21st  century. 

Two  hundred  years.  That  means  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  is  only  fourteen 
years  younger  than  the  United  States  herself.  The  association  was  organized  as  an 
independent  body  only  one  year  after  our  nation's  first  president,  George 
Washington,  was  inaugurated.  There  are  not  many  continuous  "established 
structures"  in  America  that  can  claim  such  longevity. 

How  did  it  all  come  about?  What  were  the  events  and  circumstances  that  led  to 
the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association's  formation?  Who  were  the  people  involved?  What 
churches  made  up  the  association  in  1790?  How  many  churches  were  there 
originally?  How  many  of  them  still  exist? 

These  are  all  questions  that  will  be  answered  in  due  time.  But  before  we 
consider  them  and  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association's  interesting  beginnings,  it  would 
be  of  great  profit  to  answer  several  foundational  questions  concerning  the  Baptist 
origin,  their  beginnings  in  America,  and  their  entrance  into  North  Carolina  and 
eventual  entrance  into  the  Yadkin  River  territory.  Laying  such  a  foundation  will  give 
us  a  better  understanding  and  appreciation  of  where  we,  as  an  association,  came 
from  and  how  we  got  to  where  we  are  today. 

As  we  travel  back  over  the  trodden  paths  that  will  lead  us  to  the  eventual 
formation  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association,  let  us  remember  that  the  path  is  paved 
with  the  faith  of  individuals  who  had  a  vision  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel.  Let  us  in 
the  present,  who  are  faced  with  the  unique  opportunity  to  continue  carving  that 
path  into  the  future,  do  so  with  a  like  faith. 

As  we  begin  our  journey  down  paths  of  the  past,  let  us  first  briefly  look  at  the 
question,  Where  did  Baptists  come  from?  A  question  that  takes  on  added 
significance  when  you  consider  that  in  1790,  Baptists  themselves  were  not  yet  even 
two  hundred  years  old.  As  we  attempt  to  answer  that  question,  there  have  been 
those  who  seem  to  know  where  they  would  like  Baptists  to  go!  But  Baptists  are  here 
to  stay.  While  the  exact  date  of  Baptist  beginnings  is  rather  hard  to  pinpoint  with 
complete  accuracy  and  consensus  of  agreement,  the  general  historical  time  frame 
of  their  "birth"  can  be  determined. 

The  Baptist  movement  was  nourished  by  and  descended  primarily  from  English 
Puritan  Separatists  of  the  16th  and  17th  century.  Though  the  Baptists  without  doubt 
have  some  religious  affinities,  ideals,  and  ideas,  as  well  as  some  possible  direct 
relation  with  other  religious  groups  and  movements  of  that  day,  they  for  the  most 
part  can  trace  their  beginnings  back  to  these  English  Separatists. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  16th  century,  there  arose  a  group  in  England  who  came 
to  be  called  Puritans.  The  Puritans  felt  that  the  Church  of  England  (Anglican),  the 


nation's  official  church,  had  grown  cold,  corrupt  in  many  of  its  practices,  and 
strayed  from  the  truth  as  taught  in  the  Scriptures.  They  desired  to  purify  the  church, 
thus  they  were  appropriately  called  Puritans. 

There  were  two  types  of  Puritans.  There  were  those  who  sought  to  purify  the 
church  from  within.  They  sought  to  bring  about  change  and  reform  by  staying  in  the 
church,  feeling  change  could  not  occur  if  they  were  to  leave  the  church.  However, 
there  were  those  Puritans  who  were  convinced  that  no  good  could  come  out  of 
staying  in  the  church  of  England,  so  they  separated  themselves  from  the  church 
altogether.  Thus  they  became  known  as  Separatists.  The  Baptist  movement  emerged 
out  of  this  Separatists  group. 

Out  of  the  Separatists  arose  a  man  by  the  name  of  John  Smyth,  who  is 
considered  by  most  to  be  the  founding  father  of  the  modern  Baptists.  Smyth,  born  in 
England  around  1570,  became  a  priest  in  the  Church  of  England  in  1594.  Once  in 
the  inner  workings  of  the  church,  he,  too,  saw  that  the  church  needed  reform  and  to 
be  "purified."  He  soon  became  a  Puritan. 

By  1605  Smyth  had  become  a  Separatists,  and  separated  himself  from  the 
Church  of  England.  Since  Separatists  goups  had  become  illegal  in  England,  about 
1607  or  08,  he  and  a  group  of  followers  fled  to  Amsterdam,  Holland,  to  escape 
persecution. and  to  gain  religious  freedom. 

In  Holland,  one  practice  within  the  Church  of  England  Smyth  had  become 
convinced  that  wasn't  Scriptural,  was  infant  baptism.  He  had  taken  the  position,  as  he 
saw  taught  in  the  Scriptures,  that  baptism  was  to  be  administered  only  to  one  who 
had  reached  an  age  when  one  could  enter  into  an  individual,  personal,  responsible 
decision  for  Christ.  An  infant,  of  course,  could  not  yet  make  such  a  decision. 

Smyth  had  moved  to  the  position  that  baptism  was  for  believers  only.  He  felt 
baptism  was  not  a  means  by  which  one  was  saved,  as  the  Church  of  England 
taught,  but  was  an  ordinance  symbolizing  that  the  one  baptized  had  already  made  a 
personal  decision  for  Christ  and  had  been  "born  again"  (John  3:3). 

In  Holland,  about  1609,  rejecting  infant  baptism  entirely,  he  baptized  himself 
and  then  his  followers.  For  his  actions  he  was  called  a  Se-Baptist  (to  baptize 
oneself).  It  was  their  baptisms  in  1609,  their  shared  views  of  religious  freedom,  and 
their  belief  in  the  Scriptures  alone  for  faith  and  practice,  that  Smyth  and  his 
followers  are  credited  with  establishing  the  first  English  speaking  Baptist  Church. 

Though  Smyth,  who  died  in  1612,  later  became  uncertain  as  to  his  right  to  have 
rebaptized  himself  and  the  others,  he  was  unaware  as  to  the  historical  significance 
of  what  he  had  done.  Many  of  those  who  had  followed  him  to  Holland  returned  to 
England  in  1611/12,  under  the  leadership  of  Thomas  Helwys.  Back  on  English  soil, 
Helwys  formed  in  London  the  first  Baptist  congregation  in  England.  Within  about  a 
decade,  five  Baptist  churches  had  been  established. 

Soon  after  Helwys  organized  the  first  Baptist  church  in  England  he  was  thrown 
in  prison  by  King  James  I  for  his  faith,  and  it  was  there  he  died  in  1616.  But  Baptist 
seeds  had  been  planted  on  English  soil,  and  nothing  could  keep  them  from 
springing  up  and  bringing  forth  fruit.  Fruit  that  would  in  time  reach  across  the 
waters  into  Colonial  America  and  eventually  the  banks  of  the  Yadkin  River,  resulting 
in  the  formation  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 


The  First  Baptists 
In  Early  Colonial  America 

Ihere  is  a  song  whose  words  speak  a  powerful  truth,  "It  only  takes  a  spark  to 
get  a  fire  going."  Baptists  sparked  a  fire  that  persecution  could  not  extinguish  nor 
could  the  waters  that  separated  England  from  the  New  World. 

We  have  seen  how  Baptists  began,  but  how  and  when  did  they  begin  in 
America.  Let  us  all  too  briefly  retrace  the  journey  that  led  to  Baptist  beginnings  in 
early  Colonial  America. 

We  know  the  story  of  the  Pilgrims  all  too  well.  They  were  the  early  English 
settlers  of  New  England.  The  first  group  landed  at  what  is  now  Plymouth, 
Massachusetts,  in  1620.  The  early  Pilgrims  included  many  Puritan  Separatists,  from 
whom  the  first  Baptists  descended,  who  sailed  to  the  New  World  in  pursuit  of 
religious  freedom,  new  hopes,  dreams,  and  a  new  life. 

In  1630  a  Separatists  preacher  by  the  name  of  Roger  Williams  set  sail  from 
England  for  Massachusetts  to  join  others  in  search  of  religious  freedom.  Landing  in 
Massachusetts  in  February  of  1631,  his  preaching  took  him  to  Boston,  Plymouth, 
and  Salem.  Williams  was  a  gifted  Puritan  preacher,  but  inwardly  he  was  a  Baptist. 
Because  some  of  the  teachings  he  espoused  did  not  fit-in  with  the  status  quo, 
authorities  ordered  him  to  leave  Massachusetts  in  1635. 

For  a  while  he  took  refuge  among  the  Indians.  In  1636  he  founded  a  settlement 
which  he  called  Providence  (Rhode  Island).  It  was  there  that  his  inward  persuasion 
manifested  itself.  The  new  settlement  began  to  grow  and  in  March,  1639,  the  first 
Baptist  church  in  America  was  established  with  twelve  members.  While  no  other 
Baptist  churches  sprang  directly  from  the  group  in  Providence,  and  though  Williams 
later  became  a  Seeker  as  he  called  himself,  he  is  given  credit  for  pioneering  Baptist 
ideals  in  early  Colonial  America. 

Credited  with  being  "a  Baptist  of  the  completist  and  purest  type,  the  most 
important  American  Baptist  of  the  century  in  which  he  lived,"  was  John  Clarke.  He 
was  an  associate  and  close  friend  of  Roger  Williams  and  founder  of  the  second 
Baptist  church  in  Colonial  America  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  Clarke  and  a  group  of 
followers  began  meeting  in  the  mid-1640's,  and  by  1648  the  Newport  Church  was 
definitely  an  established  Baptist  Church.  With  the  founding  of  the  Newport  Church, 
Baptists  soon  began  to  spread. 

Baptists  began  moving  into  the  New  England  and  Middle  Atlantic  States.  Baptist 
missionaries  began  traveling  into  other  colonial  states  and  settlements  in  an  effort 
to  establish  Baptist  churches.  In  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  Baptists  began  to 
thrive.  Philadelphia  became  a  center  for  Baptist  growth  and  influence.  In  1707  five 
Baptist  churches  joined  together  to  organize  the  Philadelphia  Association,  the  first 
Baptist  association  in  America. 

For  forty-four  years  the  Philadelphia  Association  was  the  only  Baptist 
association  in  America.  However,  as  Baptists  began  spreading  into  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  a  Baptist  association  was  formed  in  South  Carolina  in 
1751,  the  Charleston  Association. 


Baptists  in  Colonial  America  were  now  numerous,  thriving,  and  growing  in  spite 
of  the  hardships  and  persecution  they  often  encountered.  No  colonial  state  escaped 
the  influence  of  Baptists,  including  North  Carolina. 


Types  of  Baptists  In  Early  Colonial 
America  and  In  North  Carolina 


Kefore  looking  at  Baptist  beginnings  in  eastern  and  western  North  Carolina  it 
would  be  profitable  to  try  to  gain  an  understanding  of  the  two  streams  of  Baptists 
that  existed  in  the  late  17th  and  18th  century  Colonial  America  and  North  Carolina. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  reader  will  not  become  confused,  but  become  enlightened. 

To  make  it  as  simple  and  as  brief  as  possible  without  going  into  too  much 
detail,  suffice  it  to  say  that  Baptists  in  early  Colonial  America  were  divided  into 
basically  two  camps:  those  called  Particular/Regular  Baptists  and  those  called 
General  Baptists.  What  were  their  basic  differences?  While  there  were  several  slight 
differences  between  them,  the  doctrine  of  salvation  was  the  main  difference. 

The  General  Baptists  believed  in  a  "general  atonement."  They  believed  that 
salvation  as  found  in  Christ,  was  offered  to  all  persons  without  exception  and  a 
person  had  a  choice  to  either  accept  or  reject  Him.  Since  Christ  died  for  all, 
salvation  was  a  matter  of  free  will  on  the  part  of  each  individual. 

The  Particular/Regular  Baptists  were  Calvinistic  in  doctrine  and  believed  in  a 
"particular  atonement"  for  the  elect  only.  They  believed  that  Christ  died  only  for 
those  whom  God  had  elected  or  predestined  to  salvation.  Those  who  are  the  elect 
have  no  choice  but  to  eventually  yield  to  Christ,  while  all  others  are  lost. 

The  earliest  Baptists  in  North  Carolina  were  General  Baptists,  who  came  into  the 
state  by  way  of  Virginia,  probably  in  the  late  17th  and  early  18th  century.  Particular 
Baptists  began  to  follow.  While  most  of  the  early  Baptist  churches  in  North  Carolina 
were  General  Baptist  churches,  a  change  began  taking  place  in  the  early  1750's,  as 
many  of  the  General  Baptist  churches  began  shifting  to  the  Particular  Baptist 
persuasion. 

Within  a  decade  all  but  three  of  the  Baptist  churches  in  North  Carolina  had  been 
transformed  into  Particular  Baptists.  With  General  Baptists  on  the  decline  and  with 
the  Particular  Baptists  view  of  salvation  only  for  the  elect,  Baptist  evangelistic  zeal 
and  efforts  began  to  wane  and  little  effort  was  made  to  reach  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
people. 

About  this  time,  out  of  mighty  revivals  and  a  Great  Awakening  in  the  New 
England  states,  there  arose  a  group  of  Baptists  known  as  Separate  Baptists.  They 
were  noted  for  their  evangelistic  zeal  and  enthusiastic  desire  to  reach  the  lost.  In 
1755  under  the  leadership  of  Shubal  Sterns  (1706-1771),  who  was  from  Boston,  the 
Separate  Baptists  made  their  way  into  North  Carolina.  They  brought  with  them  such 


evangelistic  zeal,  that  it  disturbed  and  concerned  the  Particular  Baptists  who,  while 
well  organized,  lacked  any  real  evangelistic  vigor. 

The  first  Separate  Baptist  Church  founded  by  Sterns  in  North  Carolina,  was 
Sandy  Creek  Baptist  Church  (1755),  which  is  in  present  Randolph  County.  This 
church  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  "Mother  of  Southern  Baptist  Churches."  In 
just  seventeen  years,  forty-two  churches  had  grown  out  of  the  Sandy  Creek  Church, 
as  well  as  producing  125  ministers.  Pioneer  Baptist  historian,  Morgan  Edwards, 
stated  of  this  church,  "She  spread  her  branches  southward  as  far  as  Georgia; 
eastward  to  the  sea  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  northward,  to  the  waters  of  the 
Potomac."  It  was  from  these  Separate  Baptists,  that  Southern  Baptists  inherited  their 
evangelistic  fervor  and  concern. 

It  goes  without  saying,  that  for  many  years  there  was  friction  between  the 
Particular/Regular  Baptists  and  the  Separate  Baptists.  However,  there  was  a  gradual 
union  for  the  most  part  among  them  in  the  southeast.  In  time  it  was  agreed  instead 
of  opposing  one  another,  they  would  be  better  off  dropping  labels  such  as  Regular 
and  Separates,  and  join  together  to  accomplish  the  same  task  -  winning  the  lost  to 
Jesus  Christ. 

In  1787,  the  General  Association  in  Virginia  adopted  a  statement  which 
contained  these  words:  "The  doctrine  of  salvation  by  Christ  and  free  unmerited 
grace  along  ought  to  be  believed  by  every  Christian  and  maintained  by  every 
minister  of  the  Gospel.  Upon  these  terms  we  are  united  and  desire  hereafter  that  the 
names  Regular  and  Separate  be  buried  in  oblivion." 

This  was  the  beginning  of  their  uniting.  Though  union  did  not  occur  overnight, 
each  group  soon  realized  it  had  too  much  in  common  to  be  apart.  (Could  not 
Baptists  today  learn  a  lesson  from  our  Baptist  ancestors  of  the  past!)  As  unity 
among  the  two  groups  occurred  to  a  greater  and  greater  degree,  the  work  of  Christ 
among  Baptists  became  more  unified.  Norman  W.  Cox  states: 

From  this  union  Southern  Baptists  have  derived  a 
heredity  that  has  resulted  in  one  of  their  most 
distinguishing  characteristics:  evangelistic  zeal 
(Separate  Baptists)  inseparably  linked  with  organi- 
zational genius  (Regular  Baptists). 

With  a  measure  of  insight  into  the  different  streams  of  Baptists  in  Colonial 
America  and  their  eventual  union  in  the  southeast,  understanding  will  be  easier  as 
further  attention  is  turned  to  early  Baptist  venturings  into  both  eastern  and  western 
North  Carolina.  Such  a  foundation  is  necessary  to  lay,  in  order  to  fully  grasp  and 
appreciate  the  events  and  circumstances  that  lead  to  and  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 


The  Growth  of 
Baptists  In  North  Carolina 

It  is  hard  to  conceive  of  a  time  when  there  were  no  Baptists  in  North  Carolina. 
Many  think  North  Carolina  and  Baptists  are  as  old  as  Mom  and  apple  pie.  Yet  there 
was  a  time  in  our  state's  history  when  there  is  no  record  that  Baptists  lived  in  the 
state.  There  might  be  those  who  long  for  that  time  again!  But  North  Carolina  and 
Baptist  have  almost  become  synonymous,  as  Baptist  influence  has  helped  shape 
and  impact,  and  continues  to  help  shape  and  impact,  much  of  North  Carolina  life 
and  values. 

Eastern  North  Carolina 

It  was  about  75  years  after  the  first  Baptist  church  in  Colonial  America  was 
established  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  that  Baptist  influence  began  to  make  its 
way  in  North  Carolina.  While  Quakers  were  in  the  state  as  early  as  1672,  the  first 
contemporary  record  of  the  presence  of  Baptists  in  the  Province  was  in  1714,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state  in  the  Chowan  area. 

There  were,  no  doubt,  those  of  the  Baptist  faith  in  the  state  probably  as  early  as 
1700,  maybe  earlier,  but  historical  records  are  silent  in  respect  to  Baptists  in  the 
state  before  1714.  As  already  stated,  the  earliest  Baptists  in  the  state  were  General 
Baptists,  who  came  into  the  state  by  way  of  Virginia. 

The  first  Baptist  preacher  in  North  Carolina  was  Paul  Palmer  (7-1754),  a  General 
Baptist.  Palmer,  an  evangelist  and  founder  of  many  Baptist  churches  before 
coming  to  eastern  North  Carolina,  had  spread  the  Baptist  meassage  in  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  and  Maryland.  In  Maryland  he  helped  to  organize  the  first  Baptist 
church  in  that  state. 

Palmer  is  found  in  North  Carolina  preaching  as  early  as  1720.  In  1727  he 
established  the  first  Baptist  church  in  the  state.  It  was  called  Chowan  and  was 
located  near  Cisco.  For  varied  reasons  this  General  Baptist  Church  ceased  to  exist 
about  1730. 

In  1729  Palmer  helped  in  the  establishment  of  the  Shiloh  Baptist  Church  in 
Camden  County.  This  is  the  oldest  Baptist  church  in  the  state  which  is  still  in 
existence.  The  Shiloh  Church  became  a  Mother  Church,  as  six  other  churches  soon 
came  from  her,  as  well  as  producing  nine  ministers. 

As  Palmer  and  other  pioneer  Baptist  preachers  like  him  went  throughout  eastern 
North  Carolina  preaching,  Baptist  churches  began  springing  up,  as  well  as  the 
establishment  of  preaching  points  in  many  places.  However,  as  we  have  stated 
earlier,  with  the  coming  of  the  Particular  Baptists  into  North  Carolina,  the  General 
Baptists  began  to  decline,  as  the  Particular  Baptists  began  to  proselyte  many  of  the 
Baptist  churches  to  their  position.  Because  of  this,  there  was  for  a  time  a  cooling  off 
of  evangelistic  fervor. 
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With  the  coming  of  Shubal  Stems  to  eastern  North  Carolina  in  1755,  evangelistic 
zeal  returned.  Soon  Baptist  "converts,"  as  one  Baptist  historian  wrote,  "were  as  the 
drops  of  the  morning  dew."  Sterns,  a  Separate  Baptist  from  Boston,  was  a  gifted, 
dedicated,  and  energetic  man.  In  1755  he  founded  the  Sandy  Creek  Baptist  Church, 
in  present  Randolph  County.  In  1758  he  organized  the  Sandy  Creek  Baptist 
Association,  which  was  the  first  Baptist  association  formed  in  North  Carolina  and  is 
the  third  oldest  in  America. 

As  more  and  more  Baptist  churches  came  into  existence,  a  second  association 
was  formed  in  1769  called  the  Kehukee  Association,  formed  by  Particular  Baptists. 
The  association  derived  its  name  from  the  Kehukee  Baptist  Church  (organized 
1742)  located  near  Scotland  Neck,  where  organizers  of  the  association  met.  In  its 
early  years  it  was  a  vibrant  and  growing  association  in  the  east.  However,  the 
association  begame  increasingly  anti-missionary  and  in  1827  became  a  Primitive 
Baptist  Association. 

The  rapid  growth  of  Baptists  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  soon  made  them  the 
most  numerous  sect  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Colony.  But  what  about  the  West? 
Where  were  the  first  churches  in  the  West  located?  When  did  Baptists  begin  to 
flourish  in  western  North  Carolina? 


Western  North  Carolina 

Growth  of  Baptists  in  the  West  was  not  as  early  as  in  the  East  nor  did  they  grow 
as  rapidly.  This  was  due  in  part  to  much  rougher  terrain  which  had  not  yet  been 
settled  and  Indians  who  occupied  much  of  the  territory.  Plus,  early  settlement  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state  was  more  rapid,  because  of  communication  by  water  with 
the  outside  world  and  with  the  other  colonies  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 

Western  North  Carolina  was  settled  by  the  Scotch-Irish,  Scotts,  Germans,  and 
English,  with  settlement  of  the  Yadkin  River  region  beginning  in  the  1740's.1  Among 
some  of  the  early  settlers  along  the  Yadkin  River  was  Squire  (1696-1765)  and  Sarah 
(1700-1777)  Boone  from  Pennsylvania.  The  parents  of  eleven  children,  they  came  to 
North  Carolina  in  1750/51.  At  the  time  of  their  settling  in  then  Rowan  County,  now 
Davie  County,  their  sixth  child  was  a  teenager  by  the  name  of  Daniel  (1734-1820). 
Carving  out  of  the  wilderness  a  new  place  to  live,  their  son,  Daniel  Boone,  would 
later  carve  his  name  in  history  as  a  rugged  pioneer  of  colonial  times.  While  his 
travels  eventually  carried  him  far  away  from  the  Yadkin  Rivef  area,  his  parents 
remained  in  now  Davie  County  until  their  deaths  and  are  buried  near  the  town  of 
Mocksville.  Though  the  Boones  were  Quakers,  many  of  their  descendants  would 
later  join  some  of  the  Baptist  churches  that  were  soon  to  be  established  in  the 
Yadkin  River  region. 


1  The  name  Yadkin  is  found  as  early  as  1674  in  a  letter  written  by  Abraham 
Wood,  in  which  he  makes  references  to  an  Indian  village  called  "Yattken  Towne. " 
Early  spellings  of  Yadkin  also  included:  "Atkin"  and  "Adkin. " 
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The  first  constituted  Baptist  church  in  the  West  was  in  now  Davidson  County, 
then  Rowan  County,  near  the  east  banks  of  the  Yadkin  River.  In  the  early  1750's 
there  came  a  colony  of  Baptist  people  from  New  Jersey,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Benjamin  Miller.  Where  they  settled  in  then  Rowan  County,  came  to  be  known 
as  the  Jersey  Settlement.  There,  in  1755,they  organized  a  Particular  Baptist  church. 
While  those  of  the  Baptist  faith  may  have  been  scattered  about,  some  even  loosely 
meeting,  the  Jersey  Church  became  the  first  constituted  Baptist  church  in  the  West. 

Another  early  church  organized  in  the  West  occurred  in  1756,  also  in  present 
Davidson  County.  That  year  Abbott's  Creek  Baptist  was  organized  as  a  Separate 
Baptist  Church  by  Daniel  Marshall,  brother-in-law  to  Shubal  Sterns.  It  became  a 
member  of  the  Sandy  Creek  Association  and  was  a  thriving  Baptist  church. 

Around  1759  the  Cherokee  Indians  went  on  the  war  path  and  began  murdering 
settlers.  Many  who  had  settled  between  the  Rivers  of  the  Yadkin  and  Catawba  were 
forced  to  flee  for  safety  to  other  areas.  As  a  result  of  their  attacks,  many  of  the 
families  of  the  Jersey  settlement  fled  their  homes,  and  the  Jersey  church  became 
disorganized.  The  church  was  reconstituted  in  1784  and  later  became  a  charter 
member  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 

Some  of  the  fleeing  families  who  had  been  part  of  the  Jersey  Church  joined  with 
others,  around  1762,  to  help  establish  the  Shallow  Fords  Church,  a  Separate  Baptist 
Church.  The  church,  located  near  the  west  banks  of  the  Yadkin  River  near  the 
borders  of  present  day  Forsyth  and  Davie  counties,  later  became  better  known  as 
Timber  Ridge.  While  the  church  was  officially  constituted  by  1768/69,  Baptists 
began  meeting  there  with  regularity  about  six  years  prior  to  its  organization. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Joseph  Murphy,  a  Separate  Baptist,  Shallow  Fords  soon 
consisted  of  three  branches:  one  near  the  Fords,  one  called  Forks  of  the  Yadkin  in 
now  Davie  County,  and  the  other  called  Mulberry  Fields  in  Wilkes  County.  By  the 
early  1770's  they  were  ministering  to  350  families  and  had  a  membership  of  185. 

The  evangelistic  work  of  William  Cook  resulted  in  the  organization  of 
Dutchman's  Creek,  in  then  Rowan  County  now  Davie  County,  in  1772.  The  church 
experienced  rapid  growth,  but  during  the  struggle  for  Independence  the  church  fell 
into  a  state  of  disarray  from  which  it  never  fully  recovered.  During  the  late  1780's 
the  church  was  dissolved,  but  a  church  that  is  generally  regarded  as  a  continuation 
of  Dutchman's  Creek  soon  had  its  beginnings.  The  church  was  known  as  Eaton's.  In 
A  History  of  North  Carolina  Baptists,  M.A.  Huggins  states  that  the  church  at 
Dutchman's  Creek  was  "on  or  near  the  present  site  of  Eaton's  Church,  its 
successor."  The  historical  relationship  of  Eaton's  Baptist  to  the  Yadkin  Association 
will  be  seen  shortly. 

Baptist  churches  and  preaching  points  soon  began  springing  up  in  Wilkes, 
Iredell,  Burke,  Surry,  and  Catawba  counties.  Moravian  records  from  1766  state  that 
"at  this  time  the  Baptists  are  the  only  ones  in  the  country  who  go  far  and  wide 
preaching  and  caring  for  souls."  (Worthy  footsteps  for  Baptists  today  to  seek  to 
duplicate.) 
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The  Yadkin  County  Area 

In  the  territory  now  known  as  Yadkin  County,  formed  in  1850  from  Surry  County, 
the  earliest  record  of  Baptist  preaching  points  or  a  Baptist  meeting  house  is  in  the 
area  of  the  present  Deep  Creek  Baptist  Church  near  Yadkinville,  and  in  the  area  of 
the  present  Flat  Rock  Baptist  Church.  Baptists  were  making  inroads  in  the  Yadkin 
area  at  least  by  the  late  1760's,  possibly  earlier. 

Through  the  preaching  of  Joseph  Murphy  and  William  Cook,  Baptists  began 
meeting  in  the  Deep  Creek  area  by  the  early  1770's,  and  a  church  was  organized  in 
the  area  by  Murphy  by  1777.  The  church  founded  by  Murphy  was  not  the  present 
day  Deep  Creek  Baptist  Church  which  was  organized  in  1884,  though  it  was  located 
in  the  same  area.  An  explanation  will  be  given  later  as  to  what  eventually  happened 
to  this  pioneer  Baptist  church. 

Rev.  William  Petty,  who  came  to  the  now  Yadkin  County  area  in  the  late  1770's, 
was  intrumental  in  helping  organize  the  Flat  Rock  Church.  Though  the  church  was 
officially  constituted  in  1783,  a  meeting  house  had  been  built  and  was  being  used 
several  years  prior  to  that  date.  The  church,  variously  known  as  Petty's  Meeting 
House  and  also  Hunting  Creek,  became  known  for  its  evangelistic  fires  which 
resulted  in  many  other  churches  coming  into  existence. 

Through  the  work  of  Murphy,  Cook,  Petty,  and  others,  Baptists  in  the  now  Yadkin 
County  vicinity  began  to  multiply  in  the  1780's.  And  with  the  formation  and 
influence  of  Baptist  churches  and  preaching  points,  with  some  Baptist  settlers 
moving  to  the  western  part  of  the  state,  and  with  Baptist  preachers,  including 
Shubal  Sterns  (1768),  coming  to  the  west  to  do  mission  work,  the  Baptist  faith 
began  to  flourish  and  grow  in  the  West. 

As  more  churches  were  organized  there  became  a  need  for  them  to  unite  and 
join  in  an  association.  The  nearest  associations  were  the  Sandy  Creek  Association 
in  North  Carolina,  the  Charleston  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  Strawberry  in  Virginia. 
Because  of  the  extensive  travel  to  annual  meetings,  all  three  of  the  associations 
were  really  too  far  away.  The  Strawberry  Association,  formed  in  1776,  was  the 
closest  association  for  most  of  the  churches  in  the  West,  of  which  many  were 
members. 

With  more  Baptist  churches  being  formed,  the  time  was  becoming  ripe  for  an 
association  to  be  formed  that  would  be  closer  and  more  beneficial  in  helping  bind 
the  churches  in  the  West  closer  together.  The  association  that  was  soon  to  be 
formed  would  come  to  be  known  as  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 
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II 


FORMATION  OF  THE 

YADKIN  BAPTIST 

ASSOCIATION 

A  Dream  Becomes  Reality 


A  Branch  Association 
From  1786-1789 

In  1776  fifty-six  brave  men  put  their  signatures  upon  a  document  called  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Thirteen  American  Colonies  had  declared  their 
independence  from  their  parent  nation.  Ten  years  later,  in  1786,  eleven  churches 
were  represented  at  a  branch  meeting  of  the  Strawberry  Baptist  Association  held  at 
Petty's  Meeting  House  in  then  Surry  County,  in  what  is  now  Yadkin  County.  It  was  a 
meeting  that  would  prove  to  be  a  step  in  the  forming  of  an  association  independent 
of  their  parent  association. 

From  the  hand  written  minutes  of  that  meeting  we  find  recorded: 
A  branch  of  the  Virginia  [Strawberry]  Association 
met  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  the  10th  month  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1786,  at  Petty's  Meeting  House.  Letters  from 
eleven  churches  were  read. 

As  to  the  eleven  churches  represented  at  this  first  branch  meeting,  no  list  of 
those  attending  is  given.  Of  course,  Petty's  Meeting  House,  also  called  Hunting 
Creek,  now  Flat  Rock  Baptist,  in  now  Yadkin  County,  was  one  of  the  eleven.  The 
churches,  from  several  different  counties,  came  together  on  the  invitation  of  Rev. 
William  Petty,  pastor  of  the  church.  He  envisioned  the  forming  of  an  independent 
association  consisting  of  churches  mostly  in  western  North  Carolina.  While  the  idea 
and  dream  seems  to  have  originated  with  Rev.  Petty,  helpers  in  the  endeavor  were 
such  notable  men  as  Lazarus  Whitehead,  William  Cook,  William  Hammon,  and 
Andrew  Baker.  (See  'Biographical  Sketches') 

There  were  basically  three  reasons  for  promoting  the  idea  of  a  new  association. 
The  reasons  were  both  practical  and  logical,  and  filled  a  spiritual  need.  The  first, 
with  the  churches  in  western  North  Carolina  banded  and  cooperating  together  they 
could  better  carry  out  the  Great  Commission.  With  churches  often  great  distances 
apart,  more  could  be  accomplished  by  pooling  together  their  talents  and  resources. 

Second,  a  new  association  was  needed  because  of  the  great  distance 
messengers  had  to  travel  in  order  to  attend  annual  meetings  The  nearest 
associations  were  either  the  Sandy  Creek  in  eastern  North  Carolina  or  the 
Strawberry  in  Virginia.  With  poor  roads  and  slow  means  of  travel,  it  sometimes  took 
three  to  four  physically  draining  days  to  get  to  the  meetings  and  an  equal  amount  of 
time  and  energy  in  returning  home.  This  hindered  many  from  going,  especially  the 
general  church  goer. 

Third,  a  new  association  closer  in  traveling  distance,  would  fill  a  real  heed  for 
the  churches  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  to  have  easier  opportunity  to  gather 
with  other  churches  for  Christian  fellowship,  worship,  and  preaching.  There  was  a 
need  to  have  meetings  which  could  be  attended  by  the  members  of  surrounding 
churches,  in  order  that  they  might  gather  to  hear  instruction  on  doctrines  and  other 
concerns  regarding  both  the  Christian  and  Baptist  life.  With  little  or  practically  no 
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printed  material  available,  these  closer  meetings  could  serve  a  real  need  in  helping 
establish  Christian  stability  and  exposing  Christians  to  sound  Scriptural  teachings. 

It  was  for  these  three  reasons  that  brought  the  eleven  churches  together  in 
October  of  1786.  They  continued  to  meet  as  a  branch  association  for  four  years, 
1786-89.  While  no  list  of  churches  is  given  for  any  of  these  years,  churches  were 
represented  from  at  least  Burke,  Wilkes,  Rowan,  Iredell,  and  Surry  counties. 

In  addition  to  the  1786  meeting  at  Petty's  Meeting  House,  they  met  in  May  of 
1787  at  Bennett's  Meeting  House  in  Burke  County;  in  1788  two  meetings  were  held, 
at  Petty's  Meeting  House  in  June  and  at  Mitchell's  River  in  Wilkes  County  in 
October;  and  in  October  of  1789  at  Brier  Creek  Church  in  Wilkes  County. 

At  these  branch  meetings  the  first  Moderator  was  Rev.  John  Cleveland,  while  for 
the  other  three  years  Rev.  George  McNeil  served  in  that  capacity.  The  first  clerk  was 
John  Wright,  and  for  the  other  three  years  Richard  Allen  served. 

As  a  branch  association,  it  sent  delegates  to  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
Strawberry  Association,  with  a  record  of  their  proceedings  which  were  to  be 
approved  or  disapproved.  Minutes  from  the  parent  association  for  the  years  1786-89 
indicated  that  approval  was  always  granted. 

Except  for  the  matter  of  having  their  proceedings  approved,  this  branch 
association  functioned  as  an  independent  body.  Their  order  of  business  followed 
the  usual  format  of  their  parent  association:  assembling  according  to  appointment, 
the  name  of  delegates  read,  electing  a  moderator  and  clerk,  a  committee  on  the 
order  of  business  was  appointed,  hearing  of  reports,  a  consideration  of  queries 
submitted  by  the  churches  or  formulated  by  a  committee,  several  ministers  chosen 
by  the  association  would  preach,  delegates  to  other  bodies  appointed,  the  place 
and  time  of  the  next  meeting  selected,  and,  finally,  adjournment. 

The  churches  of  this  branch  association  consisted  of  both  Separate  and  Regular 
Baptists,  though  it  was  nominally  Regular.  But  realizing  differences  between  them 
were  largely  in  name  only,  they  voted  at  the  June,  1788,  branch  meeting  to  adopt 
"the  Bill  of  Union  effected  by  the  Regular  and  Separates  in  a  Committee  held  at 
Dover  on  James  River  of  state  of  Virginia."  This  Bill  of  Union,  prepared  in  1787  by 
the  General  Association  of  Virginia,  stated  in  part  a  "desire  hereafter  that  the  names 
Regular  and  Separates  be  buried  in  oblivion"  and  to  unite  as  one. 

After  four  years  of  meeting,  the  churches  of  this  branch  association  were 
dwelling  in  unity,  and  providing  and  filling  a  need  for  the  churches  in  western  North 
Carolina.  Making  travel  easier  and  more  convenient,  and  providing  much  needed 
spiritual  fellowship  and  unity  to  the  churches  in  that  area,  the  time  had  come  for 
this  branch  association  to  launch  out  on  its  own.  The  fullness  of  time  had  come. 

The  vision  and  dream  Rev.  Petty  had  to  see  formed  an  independent  association 
for  the  churches  near  the  Yadkin  River  and  westward,  was  about  to  become  a 
reality.  The  year  1790  would  be  the  year  it  would  happen. 
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The  Dream  Becomes  A  Reality 


MINUTES 

A  Minute  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  held  at  Eton's  Meeting  House  in 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  August  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th,  1790. 

The  Introductory  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Andrew  Baker  from  ye  1st  Cor.  l-30th. 
Letters  from  14  churches  received  and  red,  the  account  is  as  follows:  § 
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Copied  by  James  Coffey. 

Br.  McNeel  chosen  Moderator  and  Steven  Wood  Clark,  and  to  prepare  a  current 
letter.  Then  adjurned  tell  Monday  10  o'clk. 
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Met  according  to  appointment  and  after  divine  service  proceed  to  business.  First 
applications  that  the  Clark  furnish  Br.  Cook,  Bro.  Whitead,  and  Bro.  McNeal  with 
letters  of  recommendations  to  travel  on,  in  the  name  of  the  association. 

2.  Motion  ordered  that  there  be  an  associaitonal  fund  prepared,  and  for  this 
purpose  appinted  Br.  Barlow,  Br.  martin  and  Br.  Eaton  as  collectors  of  the  same, 
and  that  Br.  Wood  be  trusted  for  that  purpose. 

3.  Motion,  it  was  agreed  to  petition  to  the  Virginia  Association,  in  order  that  we 
may  become  a  district  and  the  Clark  prepare  a  letter  for  that  purpose,  in 
the  name  of  the  Association,  and  that  Br.  McNeel,  Br.  Baker  and  Br.  Hammond  be 
appointed  delegates  for  that  purpose. 

4.  Motion  agreed  that  the  forth  Saturday  in  April  be  appointed  for  our  next 
association  to  be  held  at  Brier  Creek,  Wilkes  Co. 

5.  Quary — Whether  fornication  is  committed  by  married  persons  or  single? 
Answered — fornication  is  an  act  of  single  person  as  appears  from  Matthew,  1st, 

18,  19,  20  and  1st  Corinthians  5:1. 

6.  Quary — Suppose  two  sister  churches  in  fellowship,  and  there  should  be  a 
member  in  each  church  that  could  not  have  fellowship  with  each  other,  what 
should  be  done  in  that  case? 

Answered — That  each  church  send  a  part  of  their  church  to  meet  together  and 
heare  the  matter  and  determine  the  same. 

7.  Quary — Whether  it  is  consistent  with  the  word  of  God  for  Ministers  to  take 
young  children  in  their  arms  and  pray  for  them. 

Answered — We  don't  hold  it  as  a  tennit,  but  we  believe  that  prayer  should  be 
made  for  all  men. 

8.  Quary — Whether  it  be  expedient  for  ministers  to  take  the  Apostolick  liberty  of 
receiving  and  baptising. 

Answered — Yes. 

9.  Quary — What  was  the  'Postolick  liberty? 
Referred  tell  the  next  association. 

George  McNeel,  Modr. 
Steven  Wood,  Clk. 

Thus  are  reproduced  the  handwritten  minutes,  misspelled  words  and  all,  from 
the  first  independent  annual  session  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  After  four 
years  of  meeting  as  a  branch  association,  a  new  association  had  been  born.  The 
dream  had  become  a  reality.  One  can  only  imagine  the  excitement  and  anticipation 
that  filled  Eaton's  Meeting  House  on  those  hot  August  days,  as  the  representatives 
from  the  various  churches  assembled  together. 


The  Association's  Territory 

Most  of  the  fourteen  churches  were  located  in  the  vicinity  near  the  Yadkin  River. 
The  Yadkin  River,  from  its  head  waters  near  Blowing  Rock,  North  Carolina,  to  its 
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mouth  in  Winyah  Bay  at  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  beside  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
steadily  flows  for  over  four  hundred  miles.  (The  Yadkin  becomes  the  PeeDee  in 
South  Carolina.)  The  banks  of  the  Yadkin  touch  some  twelve  western  North 
Carolina  counties,  thus,  most  appropriately  the  name  Yadkin  Baptist  Association 
was  chosen  and  adopted. 

The  original  territory  of  the  associaiton,  the  third  association  formed  in  North 
Carolina,  covered  a  vast  area.  Its  borders  reached  from  the  Yadkin  River  westward 
to  the  Tennessee  line,  and  from  the  Virginia  line  southward  to  the  Catawba  River. 
Such  an  area  would  prove  much  too  large  for  one  association  to  serve  effectively.  In 
time  the  territory  would  undergo  divisions  and  sub-divisions,  resulting  in  31 
associations  being  formed  from  the  original  territory  covered  by  the  Yadkin 
Association  in  1790.  (See  Appendix  H.) 


The  Meeting  Place 

The  place  of  thejirst  annual  session,  Eaton's  Meeting  House,  in  then  Rowan 
County,  is  located  in  now  Davie  County  just  off  Highway  601  as  one  travels  toward 
Mocksville  from  Yadkinville.  Eaton's  at  the  time,  was  a  branch  church  of  Petty's 
Meeting  House  or  Flat  Rock  Church,  but  was  constituted  an  independent  church  a 
few  months  later,  in  December  of  1790.  Generally  regarded  as  a  continuation  of 
Dutchman's  Creek  Baptist  which  was  founded  in  1772  but  fell  into  a  state  of 
disorganization  in  the  late  1780's,  Eaton's  was  a  result  of  the  work  of  William  Petty, 
Andrew  Baker,  and  Peter  Eaton  who  sought  to  help  revive  the  work  in  the 
Dutchman's  Creek  area.  Becoming  a  member  of  the  association  in  1791,  the  church 
remained  a  member  until  1873,  when  it  was  dismissed  to  join  the  newly  formed 
South  Yadkin  Association,  of  which  it  is  still  a  member. 

Meeting  at  Eaton's  as  an  independent  association,  the  first  Moderator  was 
George  McNeil  and  the  first  Clerk,  Steven  Wood.  The  annual  message  was  delivered 
by  Rev.  Andrew  Baker,  pastor  of  Brier  Creek  Baptist  Church  in  Wilkes  County.  His 
text  came  from  First  Corinthians  1:30:  "But  of  him  are  ye  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  of  God 
is  made  unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption. " 
Though  two  hundred  years  have  passed  singe  the  first  annual  sermon  was  fervently 
delivered,  the  Yadkin  Association  has  sought  to  abide  by  the  challenge  of  that  first 
message  -  to  remain  in  Christ  Jesus  in  whom  is  found  the  spiritual  resources  to 
accomplish  the  task  before  us. 


The  First  Collection 

Since  an  association  can  not  properly  function  without  adequate  funds,  at  the 
first  meeting  an  associational  fund  was  established.  "Motion  ordered  that  there  be 
an  associational  fund  prepared  . . .  and  that  Br.  Wood  be  trustee  for  that  purpose. 

The  fund  established  would  help  defray  some  of  the  travel  expenses  in  the 
evangelistic  endeavors  of  "Br.  Cook,  Bro.  Whitehead,  and  Bro.  McNeil,"  who  were 
"appointed  to  travel  on  [doing  mission  work]  in  the  name  of  the  Association." 

21 


(The  reader  will  quickly  discover  that  the  thread  of  missions  involvement  is  deeply 
woven  into  the  very  fabric  of  the  association's  history  and  has  been  the  strong  cord 
that  has  bound  together  the  associational  churches  since  her  "birth.")  Money 
collected  would  also  be  used  to  have  the  minutes  printed,  that  the  churches  might 
have  copies  of  the  proceedings.  It  was  the  job  of  the  clerk  to  see  that  this  was  done, 
at  which  time  he  was  reimbursed  for  his  time  and  expenses. 

The  first  two  associational  collections  were  in  pounds  and  pence,  the  first  one 
in  1790  being  3  pounds,  15  pence.  Pounds  and  pence!  Why  not  dollars  and  cents?  It 
was  not  until  1792  that  Congress  enacted  the  Coinage  Act  that  set  up  the  first 
national  system  of  money  in  the  United  States.  The  Coinage  Act  made  the  dollar  the 
basic  unit  of  money.  The  first  collection  would  be  equivalent  to  approximately  $4.88 
at  this  writing. 

Associational  collections,  as  well  as  expenses,  have  increased  somewhat  over 
the  last  two  hundred  years!  For  example,  receipts  for  the  1988-89  Associational  year 
were  $147,849.60,  with  expenses  for  the  year  totaling  $138,474.44.  The  figures  might 
have  changed  over  the  years,  but  the  reason  for  giving  remains  the  same  -  give  that 
the  Gospel  might  be  given. 


Some  of  the  Proceedings 

While  only  seven  of  the  fourteen  churches  at  the  first  meeting  reported 
statistical  data,  the  total  membership  of  those  reporting  was  949.  Finding  from  other 
sources  of  that  day  membership  figures  for  the  seven  churches  not  listing  statistical 
data  at  the  1790  meeting,  one  can  estimate  that  the  total  membership  of  all  the 
churches  combined  would  have  approached  close  to  twelve  hundred. 

The  Jersey  Settlement  Church  reported  the  largest  membership,  wtih  370 
members.  Hunting  Creek  reported  124  baptisms.  The  association  was  being  built 
upon  stable  churches,  with  evangelistic  zeal,  and  with  strong  grass  root  support 
from  at  least  949  members. 

Interestingly,  Articles  of  Faith  were  not  adopted  at  the  first  meeting.  That  was  not 
done  until  the  1793  meeting,  also  held  at  Eaton's  Meeting  House  in  August  of  that 
year.  The  possible  reason  for  the  delay  and  the  twelve  Articles  of  Faith  they  finally 
adopted  will  be  dealt  with  later. 

At  the  first  associational  meeting  five  queries  were  addressed.  Queries  were 
questions  submitted  by  churches  or  formulated  by  a  Query  Committee.  The 
answering  of  these  queries  were  for  instruction,  and  often  they  were  debated  with 
great  zeal  and  ability,  as  the  people  listened  attentively.  They  could  sometimes 
occupy  much  of  the  time  at  a  session. 

For  many  years  queries  were  addressed  at  the  associational  meetings,  of  which 
many  reveal  the  social  conditions  of  the  people  of  that  time.  However,  some  of  the 
queries  addressed  still  are  pertinent  to  Baptists  today.  While  a  further  look  at 
queries  from  early  associational  minutes  will  be  looked  at  later  (Appendix  F),  for 
the  five  queries  addressed  at  the  first  meeting,  refer  to  the  minutes  of  that  session. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  the  fifth  query,  the  three  day  meeting  of  the  first  session  of 
the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  functioning  as  an  independent  body,  came  to  an 
end.  Though  the  meeting  came  to  an  end,  a  glorious  and  noble  future  had  begun. 
Those  participating  in  that  first  meeting  could  not  have  grasped  the  impact  the 
Yadkin  Association  would  have  on  others  as  it  reached  into  the  future — an  impact  it 
is  still  having. 

At  the  end  of  the  meetings  it  was  the  responsibility  of  the  clerk  to  have  the 
minutes  printed  and  distributed  to  the  churches.  The  minutes  were  to  have  attached 
to  them  a  circular  letter.  A  circular  letter  was  the  name  given  to  those  letters  written 
by  various  ministers  or  able  laypersons,  that  were  attached  to  the  minutes  and  sent 
to  the  churches  to  read  to  the  people. 

These  letters,  which  varied  in  length,  covered  a  variety  of  subjects,  such  as 
discussions  on  doctrine,  offering  advice,  or  giving  a  word  of  encouragement. 
Attaching  a  circular  letter  to  associational  minutes  was  common  among  the 
associations,  who  would  often  exchange  letters.  The  Yadkin  Association  carried  on 
this  practice  for  some  sixty-eight  years,  the  last  one  appearing  in  the  1858  minutes. 
The  circular  letter  was  in  time  replaced  by  reports  from  various  committees. 
Committees  evolved  into  being  over  the  years  as  their  need  for  existence  demanded 
them,  and  some  of  the  reports  themselves  became  mini-circular  letters.  (For  a 
further  look  at  Circular  Letters  see  'Appendix  G.') 

The  first  circular  letter  attached  to  the  minutes  was  from  their  former  parent 
association,  the  Strawberry.  Yadkin  minutes  state  that  they  had  voted  "to  petition  to 
the  Virginia  Association,  in  order  that  we  may  become  a  district  [independent] 
association  and  the  Clark  [sic]  prepare  a  letter  for  that  purpose,  in  the  name  of  the 
[Yadkin]  Association,  and  that  Br.  McNeil,  Br.  Baker,  and  Br.  Hammond  [sic]  be 
appointed  delegates  for  that  purpose."  Acknowledging  and  complying  with  their 
request,  the  Strawberry  Association,  meeting  October  2,  1790,  at  North  Fork 
Roanoke  Church  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  replied  with  a  letter  that  gave 
their  best  regards  and  prayers  to  the  new  association  in  their  future  endeavors,  and 
exhorted  them  to  ever  remain  faithful  to  the  Truth. 

Upon  receiving  the  letter  it  was  signed  by  the  Moderator,  George  McNeil,  and  the 
Clerk,  Stephen  Wood.  The  letter  was  then  attached  to  the  minutes,  and  was 
eventually  circulated  and  read  amongst  the  churches  of  the  Yadkin  Association. 

This  letter  appropriately  brings  to  an  end  the  minutes  of  the  First  Annual 
Session,  as  well  as  brings  to  an  end  our  look  at  the  historic  first  meeting.  In  the  use 
of  capital  letters  and  in  spelling,  and  in  most  other  respects,  the  original  letter  has 
been  followed.  Changes  were  made  only  when  it  was  thought  the  meaning  would 
be  made  clearer  to  the  reader. 

Dearly  Beloved, 

Being  assembled  together  in  the  feare  of  the  Lord,  we  thought  it 
expedient  to  write  unto  you,  certifying  that  we  have  received  a  very 
agreeable  accounts  from  the  different  Quarters  of  our  district 
Association.  Especially  when  the  brethren  came  to  Testify  by  their 
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gifts  that  you  walked  in  the  Truth,  they  being  faithful,  both  to 
Brethren  and  Strangers.  Seeing  that  the  Lord  hath  afforded  you  the 
gracious  visitations  of  his  divine  favours  by  sending  forth  his 
servants,  crying  at  the  gates  of  the  city,  even  at  the  coming  in  at  the 
door,  thereby  figurating  out  the  glorious  dispensation  under  which 
you  live. 

Brethren  remember  the  wbnderful  display  of  divine  power 
amongst  you  and  Rejoice  when  you  heare  the  voice  of  the  Truth 
sounding  in  our  land.  Gird  on  the  whole  armor  of  God.  March  in 
order  at  the  sound  of  the  Trumpet,  be  continually  on  the  Watch 
guard,  and  see  that  you  fall  not  by  the  way.  Believing  all  ways  that 
he  is  your  advance-guard,  has  promised  that  he  will  captivate  your 
enemies,  and  put  them  under  an  eternal  arrest:  therefore,  beloved, 
March  forward  in  the  powerful  influence  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  strive  to 
love  and  serve  him  in  this  world  and  finally  to  enjoy  him  in  the 
World  to  come,  and  as  we  have  been  favoured  with  much  harmony 
in  our  Deliberations,  we  trust  that  the  Lord  hath  enabled  us  to  act 
for  the  Welfare  ofZion.  Whilst  we  bid  you  fare  well  in  the  Lord,  be 
ye  faith  ful,  be  of  one  mind  and  the  God  of  love  and  grace  be  with 
you  all  -  Amen. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Association. 

George  McNeil,  Moderator 
Steven  Wood,  Clerk 


A  Sketch  Of  The  Charter  Churches 

It  would  only  be  appropriate  that  we  devote  some  time  to  discovering  something 
about  the  fourteen  churches  who  were  charter  members  of  the  association  in  1790. 
Where  were  they  located?  When  were  they  organized?  What  happened  to  them? 
After  two  hundred  years  are  any  of  the  original  churches  still  in  the  association? 

As  we  seek  to  answer  these  questions,  we  will  discover  that  there  is  more 
information  available  on  some  of  the  churches  than  others.  The  churches  will  be 
taken  in  the  order  they  were  listed  in  the  minutes  of  the  first  annual  meeting. 


Timber  Ridge 

Timber  Ridge  was  located  west  of  the  banks  of  the  Yadkin  River  near  the 
borders  of  present  day  Forsyth  and  Davie  Counties,  then  Rowan  County.  The  church 
is  said  to  have  been  about  nine  miles  east  of  Mocksville  in  the  direction  of  Winston- 
Salem.  The  church  was  locally  known  as  "Shallow  Fords,"  as  the  first  converts  of 
the  church  were  baptized  in  the  waters  of  the  Ford.  While  the  church  was  known 
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also  as  the  Baptist  Meeting  House  on  the  Yadkin,  it  was  most  commonly  known 
simply  by  the  name  Timber  Ridge. 

Baptists  began  meeting  in  the  vicinity  of  Shallow  Fords  in  the  early  1760's. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Joseph  Murphy,  a  meeting  house  was  built,  and  at 
least  by  1768/69,  possibly  before,  Timber  Ridge  was  constituted  a  Separate  Baptist 
Church  with  32  members. 

The  church  was  evangelistic  and  soon  consisted  of  three  branches:  one  near  the 
Fords,  Forks  of  the  Yadkin  in  now  Davie  County,  and  Mulberry  Fields  in  Wilkes 
County  .  By  1772  they  had  a  membership  of  185,  while  ministering  to  350  families. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  church  found  it  almost  impossible  to 
function.  Both  Continental  and  British  troops  marched  through  the  Shallow  Fords 
region.  The  area  became  one  of  turbulence,  and  church  services  were  discontinued. 
From  1778-1783,  there  is  no  record  of  any  preaching  at  Timber  Ridge. 

Not  long  after  the  War  had  ended,  the  Timber  Ridge  Church  was  functioning 
again.  It  was  one  of  the  churches  represented  at  the  1786-89  branch  meetings  of  the 
Yadkin  Association.  However,  because  of  the  War,  the  church  suffered  great  losses 
from  which  it  never  recovered.  In  1790,  when  it  became  a  charter  member  of  the 
association,  it  reported  a  membership  of  only  35. 

The  church  suffered  another  blow  in  the  mid-1770's  as  their  pastor,  Joseph 
Murphy,  left  to  do  mission  work  in  the  Deep  Creek  area  of  now  Yadkin  County. 
Though  he  had  moved  from  the  Shallow  Fords  area,  he  continued  for  a  time  to 
pastor  Timber  Ridge,  but  began  devoting  more  and  more  time  to  the  Deep  Creek 
area.  There  he  established  a  branch  church,  it  becoming  constituted  about  1777. 
Soon  he  was  giving  his  full  attention  to  the  Deep  Creek  Church,  there  remaining 
until  his  death  about  1816. 

(This  Deep  Creek  Baptist  Church  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  present  one. 
The  church  constituted  by  Murphy  in  1777,  increasingly  became  anti-missionary 
after  his  death.  Joining  the  Yadkin  Association  in  1805,  it  progressively  bee  ne 
Primitive  Baptist.  In  1832  it  joined  Fishers  River  Primitive  Baptist  Association.  The 
church  eventually  split  over  the  mission  question,  and  in  1869  the  majority  of  the 
church  members  relocated  near  East  Bend  as  a  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  The  old 
Deep  Creek  Church  existed  not  far  from  the  location  of  the  present  Deep  Creek 
Baptist  Church  of  the  Yadkin  Association.  Constituted  in  1884,  the  present  Deep 
Creek  church  began  as  a  branch  of  Courtney  Baptist.) 

The  church's  next  pastor  after  the  War  was  Peter  Eaton,  a  Regular  Baptist.  His 
Regular  Baptist  views  clashed  with  the  Separate  Baptist  views  of  many  of  the 
members.  In  time  the  church,  which  once  reached  out  with  evangelistic  zeal, 
quietly  passed  away.  After  1814  the  church  is  not  mentioned  again  in  the 
associational  minutes.  While  the  church  survived  until  about  1832,  it  eventually 
became  extinct.  A  sad  ending  to  a  church  that  once  was  fruitful  and  responsible  for 
the  early  growth  of  Baptists  in  western  North  Carolina. 
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Beaver  Creek 

Beaver  Creek,  in  the  upper  edge  of  present  Wilkes  County,  was  constituted  a 
Baptist  Church  in  1779.  The  church  takes  its  name  from  a  creek  by  that  name  which 
flows  from  the  south  into  the  Yadkin  River. 

The  church's  first  pastor  was  Rev.  John  Barlow,  an  able  and  progressive 
minister.  In  1791  the  church  reported  having  30  members. 

In  October  of  1797  the  Yadkin  Association  held  their  annual  meeting  at  Beaver 
Creek.  It  was  at  that  meeting  that  it  was  voted  to  divide  into  two  associations.  The 
Mountain  Association  was  formed,  and  the  church  was  dismissed  to  join  in  the 
formation  of  the  new  association. 

Today,  Beaver  Creek  is  a  member  of  the  Brushy  Mountain  Association.  An  active 
Southern  Baptist  Church,  it  has  a  persent  membership  of  about  two  hundred.  The 
church  lists  its  address  as  Ferguson,  North  Carolina. 


Grassy  Knob 

Grassy  Knob  was  not  only  the  first  Baptist  church  to  be  organized  in  Iredell 
County,  but  was  the  first  church  of  any  kind  to  be  founded  in  the  county.  It  began  as 
a  branch  of  Rat  Rock  Baptist  and  was  constituted  as  an  independent  church  in 
June  of  1 789  with  65  members. 

The  church's  first  pastor  was  Lazarus  Whitehead,  a  gifted  preacher,  who  was  an 
asset  to  the  work  in  the  Yadkin  Association.  With  their  pastor  having  a  heart  for 
evangelism,  Grassy  Knob  became  a  center  of  evangelistic  work.  The  church  is 
credited  with  Baptist  development  in  Iredell  and  Alexander  Counties. 

The  church,  which  derived  its  name  from  a  small  mountain  nearby,  remained  a 
member  of  the  Yadkin  Association  until  1857.  At  that  time  it  was  dismissed  to  the 
Brier  Creek  Association,  of  which  it  is  still  a  member. 

Grassy  Knob  at  present  reports  a  membership  of  over  three  hundred.  The  church 
lists  its  address  as  Union  Grove,  North  Carolina. 


New  River 

New  River,  listed  in  future  associational  minutes  as  Three  Forks  of  New  River, 
was  constituted  in  1790  with  about  twenty  members.  Rev.  Theophilus  Evans  was  the 
church's  first  pastor.  The  church  is  located  in  present  day  Watauga  County,  then 
Wilkes  County.  It  was  the  first  church  organized  in  the  present  county  of  Watauga. 

For  several  years,  the  church  wavered  on  the  question  of  missions,  but  finally 
became  a  missionary  minded  church.  Three  Forks  of  the  New  River,  later  known 
simply  as  Three  Forks,  helped  in  the  growth  of  other  Baptist  churches  in  the 
mountain  regions. 

In  1797  the  church  was  dismissed  to  the  Mountain  Association.  There  it 
remained  until  1841,  when  it  became  a  member  of  the  newly  formed  Three  Forks 
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Association,  of  which  it  is  still  a  member.  The  association  deprived  its  name  from 
this  charter  church. 

Located  in  Boone,  North  Carolina,  the  church  at  present  has  over  two  hundred 
members. 


North  Fork  of  New  River 

North  Fork  of  New  River,  listed  in  the  1790  minutes  as  being  in  then  Wilkes 
County,  is  given  a  1781  date  for  its  constitution.  Sources  list  the  church  with  only 
fifteen  members  in  1790. 

Little  is  known  about  this  church.  The  church  was  near  the  Virginia  line,  close 
enough  that  it  may  have  had  congregations  in  both  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  but 
primarily  in  North  Carolina.  The  church  was  dismissed  to  the  newly  formed 
Mountain  Association  in  1797. 

There  presently  exists  in  the  Ashe  County  Association  a  church  listed  with  the 
name  New  River.  It  is  felt  this  church,  which  is  only  a  few  miles  from  the  Virginia 
line,  is  some  way  connected  with  the  North  Fork  of  New  River  Church  that  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Yadkin  Association. 


Brier  Creek 

Brier  Creek  was  constituted  with  eleven  members  on  July  8,  1783.  The  church 
was  located,  and  still  is,  in  Wilkes  County.  Its  pastor,  John  Cleveland,  was 
Moderator  at  the  association's  first  branch  meeting  in  1786. 

The  church  was  one  of  the  most  active  churches  in  the  association  and  played  a 
major  role  in  helping  in  its  formation.  The  church  lists  a  hundred  members  when  it 
joined  the  association  in  1790. 

Brier  Creek  served  as  host  church  for  five  annual  associational  meetings:  1789, 
1791,  1794,  1804,  and  1816.  The  church  remained  a  member  of  the  Yadkin 
Association  until  1822,  when  it  became  a  charter  member  of  the  newly  formed  Brier 
Creek  Association,  of  which  it  is  still  a  member. 

Located  in  Ronda,  the  church  presently  lists  a  membership  of  over  one  hundred. 


South  Fork  of  Roaring  River 

The  South  Fork  of  Roaring  River  Church  was  constitued  in  April  1786.  Sources 
list  the  church  with  one  hundred  members  in  1790.  The  location  of  the  church  was 
in  Wilkes  County,  on  a  small  stream  of  the  Roaring  River.  Its  first  pastor  was  the 
gifted,  Rev.  William  Hammon.  He  was  instrumental  in  helping  nourish  the  idea  of  a 
new  association.  (See  "Biographical  Sketches.") 
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The  church  remained  active  in  the  association  until  1797,  when  it  was 
dismissed  to  join  the  Mountain  Association.  In  1847  the  church  joined  the  Roaring 
River  Association  which  became  a  Primitive  Baptist  Association. 


Mitchell  River 

Mitchell  River,  listed  as  being  in  Wilkes  County  in  1790,  was  constituted  about 
1788.  The  church  lists  twenty-nine  members  in  1790  and  twenty-seven  in  1791. 
Moses  Foley  is  listed  as  pastor.  In  December  of  1791,  the  church  was  renamed 
Fish's  River. 

After  1 793  associational  minutes  do  not  record  either  a  Mitchell  River  or  Fish's 
River.  In  1797  the  church  became  a  member  of  the  newly  formed  Mountain 
Association.  The  church  eventually  became  anti-missionary  and  disorganization 
occurred  by  1835. 


Head  of  the  Yadkin 

Head  of  the  Yadkin,  listed  as  being  in  Wilkes  County  in  1790,  was  constituted  in 
1779.  The  church  is  located  near  the  Yadkin  River,  one  mile  from  the  town  of 
Patterson  in  present  day  Caldwell  County. 

In  1790  the  church  had  several  branch  churches,  some  which  continue  until  this 
day.  In  1791  the  church  is  credited  with  having  63  members.  Its  pastor  was  James 
Coffey.  In  1797  the  church  was  dismissed  to  become  a  charter  member  of  the 
Mountain  Association. 

In  1885  Head  of  the  Yadkin  joined  the  Caldwell  Association,  of  which  it  is  still  a 
member.  The  church,  now  simply  going  by  the  name  Yadkin,  continues  to  be  a 
thriving  church,  listing  a  present  total  membership  of  over  five  hundred. 


Catawba 

The  Catawba  Church  is  located  in  the  part  of  Burke  County  which  later  became 
a  part  of  Caldwell  County,  near  the  present  town  of  Morganton.  The  church  is 
credited  with  a  1785  date  for  its  constitution. 

The  church  was  a  strong  one.  In  1790  it  is  listed  with  having  150  members  and 
in  1791  credited  with  159  members.  The  able  minister,  Cleveland  Coffey  is  listed  as 
pastor.  The  church  was  responsible  for  starting  several  branch  churches. 

In  1800  the  church  was  dismissed  from  the  association  to  join  the  newly  formed 
Broad  River  Association.  The  Catawba  Church,  now  known  as  Catawba  Valley,  is 
presently  a  member  of  the  Catawba  River  Assocaition  formed  in  1827.  The  church 
to  date  lists  a  total  membership  of  almost  four  hundred. 
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Hunting  Creek 

Hunting  Creek,  Petty's  Meeting  House,  and  Flat  Rock,  are  all  names  for  the  same 
church.  Found  listed  as  either  Petty's  Meeting  House  or  Hunting  Creek  in  early 
associational  minutes,  from  1802  onward  it  is  listed  as  Flat  Rock.  It  is  the  only 
church  of  the  fourteen  charter  members  that  is  still  a  member  of  the  Yadkin 
Association. 

The  church,  located  in  then  Surry  County,  now  Yadkin  County,  was  constituted 
June  10,  1783.  The  meeting  house  where  the  members  met  existed  prior  to  the 
church's  constitution  in  1783,  but  how  long  they  may  have  met  there  before  that 
date  is  not  known. 

The  church's  first  pastor,  Rev.  William  Petty,  remained  with  the  church  for  at 
least  seventeen  years,  until  September  of  1800.  An  evangelistic  minded  man,  he  was 
a  leader  in  furthering  the  growth  of  Baptists  in  the  Davie,  Wilkes,  Yadkin-Surry 
regions,  with  his  influence  even  reaching  into  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains. 

Under  his  leadership,  and  that  of  William  Cook,  the  Flat  Rock  Church  organized 
numerous  branch  churches,  many  of  which  still  exist  today.  The  church  became  a 
Mother  Church  to  many  in  the  area.  Some  of  these  churches  are:  Grassy  Knob 
(1789),  Bear  Creek  (1792),  Eaton's  Meeting  House  (1790),  Cub  Creek  (1794),  Deep 
Ford  (1796),  Warrior  River  (1799),  and  Island  Ford  (1809). 

Rev.  Petty  and  the  Flat  Rock  Church  were  instrumental  in  giving  birth  to  the  idea 
of  forming  an  association.  The  first  branch  meeting  in  1786  met  at  Petty's  Meeting 
House.  After  four  years  his  idea  of  an  association  for  Baptist  churches  in  western 
North  Carolina  became  a  reality. 

In  1790  Flat  Rock  listed  205  members  and  124  baptisms.  Such  numbers  reflect 
the  evangelistic  zeal  that  exuded  from  the  church.  The  Yadkin  area  is  much 
indebted  to  the  work  of  Petty  and  this  church  in  the  late  18th  century.  The  growth  of 
Baptists  would  not  have  been  as  far  reaching  if  not  for  this  church  that  became  a 
center  of  mission  endeavors.  Through  the  years  the  church  has  produced  many 
gifted  and  able  ministers. 

Flat  Rock  presently  has  a  total  membership  of  over  350  members.  The  church 
lists  a  Hamptonville  address  and  is  located  a  few  miles  west  of  Brooks  Crossroads. 


Roaring  River 

Roaring  River  was  constituted  about  1779,  with  approximately  thirty  members. 
The  church,  located  in  Wilkes  County,  had  as  its  pastor  John  Turner. 

The  church,  sporadically  active  in  the  association,  was  dismissed  in  1822  to  join 
the  Brier  Creek  Association.  In  1847  several  churches  met  with  the  Roaring  River 
Church  to  form  the  Roaring  River  Baptist  Association,  a  Primitive  Baptist 
Association.  In  time,  the  church  became  extinct. 


29 


Jersey  Settlement 

The  Jersey  Settlement  Church  was  constituted  in  1754/55,  near  the  east  bank  of 
the  Yadkin  River  in  what  is  today  Davidson  County.  It  was  the  first  Baptist  church 
constituted  in  the  west. 

In  the  early  1750's  a  group  of  Baptists  from  New  Jersey,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Benjamin  Miller,  came  to  western  North  Carolina,  and  established  a 
Particular/Regular  Baptist  church.  A  year  after  its  organization,  Miller  left  as  pastor 
and  Rev.  John  Gano  followed  him.  There  were  few  preachers  as  gifted,  talented,  and 
eloquent  as  he.  He  served  the  Yadkin  Assocaition  in  numerous  capacities  through 
theyears.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  he  served  as  a  chaplain,  often  preaching  in 
the  presence  of  General  George  Washington,  whom  it  is  said  Gano  baptized. 

In  1759,  because  of  Cherokee  Indians  attacking  the  settlers,  many  in  the  Jersey 
settlement  fled  their  homes  and  the  church  became  disorganized.  Many  from  the 
Jersey  area  went  to  Shallow  Fords,  where  they  began  meeting  with  Baptists  in  that 
area  about  1762.  The  Shallow  Fords  or  Timber  Ridge  Church  was  soon  born  and 
constituted. 

After  some  years  of  disorganization,  the  Jersey  Church  began  meeting  again.  The 
church  was  reorganized  on  October  16,  1784,  with  fourteen  members.  The  ministers 
serving  at  that  time  were  Drury  Sims  and  William  Hill.  The  church  grew  rapidly  and 
when  it  became  a  charter  church  of  the  association  in  1790  it  lists  a  membership  of 
370. 

The  church  remained  an  active  and  loyal  member  of  the  association  until  1818. 
That  year  they  were  dismissed  from  the  Yadkin  Association  to  join  the  Pee  Dee 
Association.  The  church  later  became  a  member  of  the  Liberty  Association,  which 
was  formed  in  1832. 

Still  a  member  of  the  Liberty  Association,  the  church  presently  has  a  total 
membership  of  close  to  500.  The  church  lists  its  address  as  Lexington,  North 
Carolina. 


Rye  Valley 

Rye  Valley  was  located  in  Virginia  on  the  South  Fork  of  the  Holston  River.  Of  the 
fourteen  charter  members,  this  was  the  only  church  in  Virginia,  being  in  Wythe 
County. 

With  Stephen  Wheeler  as  pastor,  the  church  listed  in  1791  30  members.  It  was  an 
active  member  while  in  the  association.  In  1792  the  church  held  an  associational 
quarterly  meeting  in  May  of  that  year.  In  1797,  the  church  became  a  member  of  the 
newly  formed  Mountain  Association. 
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From  a  Trickle  To  A  River 

The  above  fourteen  churches  with  their  33  delegates  were  among  the  many 
gathered  at  Eaton's  Meeting  House  August  28-30,  1790,  when  the  Association 
became  an  independent  body.  Much  honor  and  thanks  are  due  them  for  their  step 
of  bold  faith.  What  began  as  a  trickle  became  a  river  of  faith  that  has  continued  to 
flow  freely  for  200  years.  It  is  the  privilege  of  the  churches  who  presently  comprise 
the  Yadkin  Association  to  keep  the  river  flowing. 
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Ill 


THE  FIRST  TEN  YEARS 


A  Decade  of  Fruitfulness 


Biographical  Sketches: 
Early  Leaders  in  the  Association 

Before  proceeding  further,  we  need  to  pause  and  spend  a  few  moments 
visiting  with  some  of  the  early  leaders  in  the  first  ten  to  fifteen  years  of  the 
association's  beginnings.  It  was  through  their  fruitful  labors,  that  helped  bring  about 
the  formation  of  the  association,  from  a  branch  association  to  an 
independent  body,  and  help  launch  it  into  the  future.  These  laborers  for  Christ 
should  not  be  forgotten,  neither  should  they  be  merely  a  name  to  us,  with  nothing 
known  about  the  person  behind  that  name. 

More  information  was  available  on  some  of  these  servants  of  Christ  than  on 
others,  but  each  sketch  will  give  us  a  glimpse  of  each  individual's  dedication.  Each 
of  these  faithful  disciples,  though  possessing  human  frailties  and  imperfections,  by 
-their  gifts  and  labor,  helped  chart  the  early  course  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 
Their  efforts,  in  a  large  measure,  have  resulted  in  the  association  being  where  it  is 
and  what  it  is  today. 

It  is  recognized  that  in  all  probability,  some  who  played  an  important  role  in  the 
early  years  of  the  association,  may  be  unintentionally  overlooked.  As  well,  there 
were  those  who  worked  in  the  background  whose  names  have  long  since  been 
forgotten.  But  let  us  remember,  their  labor,  as  well  as  ours,  will  never  be  forgotten 
or  overlooked  by  the  Lord.  He  will  always  give  His  reward  accordingly. 

With  those  introductory  remarks,  let  us  familiarize  ourselves  with  some  of  our 
associational  ancestors. 


Leading  Promoters  In  Its  Formation 
and  Early  Development 

William  Petty 

Rev.  William  Petty  was  born  in  Virginia,  1730,  into  the  home  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Petty.  While  details  surrounding  his  early  life  are  shrouded  in  mystery,  it  is 
no  mystery  of  the  impact  and  influence  he  had  upon  the  Yadkin  Association. 

Petty  came  to  the  area  of  Hunting  Creek  in  Surry  County,  now  Yadkin  County,  in 
the  late  1770's.  Coming  from  Wilkes  County  where  he  had  been  doing  mission 
work,  he  became  possessor  of  some  land  in  the  Hunting  Creek  area,  now  known  as 
Flat  Rock,  in  1779. 

He  soon  began  holding  services  at  a  meeting  house  there,  that  came  to  be 
known  as  Petty's  Meeting  House,  or  Hunting  Creek.  In  1783  a  church  was 
constituted  that  is  now  known  as  Rat  Rock  Baptist,  Hamptonville,  Yadkin  County. 
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Petty  was  married  first  to  Elizabeth  Marshall,  and  second  to  Letty  (maiden  name 
uncertain).  From  these  two  marriages,  Petty  fathered  thirteen  children.  One  of  his 
sons,  William,  Jr.,  also  became  a  minister,  and  later  became  involved  in  the  Yadkin 
Association.  While  the  physical  father  of  thirteen  children,  he  became  the  spiritual 
father  of  innumerable  more. 

Living  in  what  is  now  Yadkin  County  for  over  twenty  years,  he  traveled 
extensively  over  western  North  Carolina,  preaching  and  establishing  branch 
churches  of  the  Flat  Rock  Church.  Often  going  into  areas  that  previously  had  been 
unreached  with  the  Gospel,  he  helped  bring  about  the  constitution  of  churches  in 
Wilkes,  Watauga,  Iredell,  Alexander,  and  Burke  counties.  Many  of  the  churches  he 
helped  organize,  in  return  helped  organize  other  churches. 

In  regard  to  his  work  in  the  association,  the  plan  to  have  an  independent  body 
in  western  North  Carolina  seems  to  have  been  conceived  and  envisioned  in  his 
spirit.  Securing  support  and  help  from  other  ministers,  in  1786  he  extended  an 
invitation  for  area  churches  to  meet  at  Petty's  Meeting  House  to  see  what  interest 
there  was  in  such  an  idea.  Meeting  as  a  branch  of  the  Strawberry  Association  in 
Virginia,  eleven  churches  met  on  October  thirteenth.  In  four  short  years  his  dream 
became  a  reality,  as  the  branch  association  became  an  independent  body  in  1790. 

From  1786  to  1800,  as  the  spiritual  Father  of  the  association,  he  helped  chart  its 
development  and  course  by  the  example  of  his  life,  the  input  of  his  wisdom,  and  by 
the  passion  of  his  heart.  When  he  resigned  as  pastor  of  Flat  Rock  in  September  of 
1800,  the  association  was  saddened  at  his  departure,  but  grateful  for  the  impact  he 
had  had  upon  it. 

Upon  leaving  Flat  Rock,  he  went  back  to  Wilkes  County.  Now  seventy  years  of 
age,  his  stay  there  was  a  brief  one.  His  passion  to  spread  the  Gospel  into  other 
regions  compelled  him  to  travel  to  Kentucky. 

Even  though  now  in  his  seventies,  there  he  labored  as  diligently  as  years  before. 
As  one  who  walked  with  God  like  Enoch  of  old,  he  was  ushered  into  eternal  rest  in 
1804  while  living  in  Clark  County,  Kentucky.  He  was  74  years  of  age.  His  whole  life 
and  ministry  had  been  "characterized  by  evangelization,  instruction  in  right  living, 
and  good  organization." 

The  Yadkin  Association  owes  honor  and  thanks  to  this  mission  minded  man  of 
God,  who  first  promoted  the  idea  of  an  association  in  western  North  Carolina.  Two 
hundred  years  may  have  passed,  but  the  idea  born  in  William  Petty's  spirit  is  still 
being  fleshed  out. 


William  Cook 

Rev.  William  Cook  was  born  in  the  year  1738.  Of  him,  the  Baptist  Historian 
George  Paschal  writes,  "To  no  other  man,  perhaps,  do  the  Baptists  of  [the  western] 
section  of  the  state  owe  so  much." 

Cook  came  to  the  Yadkin  River  region  about  1771  from  eastern  North  Carolina, 
where  he  had  been  assistant  minister  of  Reedy  Creek  Church  in  Warren  County. 
Bringing  his  evangelistic  zeal  to  the  western  part  of  the  state,  the  young  minister  in 
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his  early  thirties  settled  in  the  present  county  of  Davie,  then  Rowan  County.  His 
labors  for  the  next  forty  years  would  produce  much  fruit  for  the  Savior. 

By  1772  he  had  done  sufficient  work  in  the  Dutchman's  Creek  area  of  Davie 
County  that  a  church  was  organized  there  in  October  of  that  year.  The  church  was 
on  or  near  the  present  site  of  today's  Eaton's  Baptist.  He  became  their  first  and  only 
pastor.  After  he  left  in  about  1782  the  church  eventually  fell  into  disorganization. 
Dutchman's  Creek  was  later  reorganized  under  the  name  Eaton's,  and  operated  as  a 
branch  of  Flat  Rock  until  December,  1790,  when  it  was  constituted. 

In  addition  to  his  work  at  Dutchman's  Creek,  he  was  also  doing  some  mission 
work  in  the  Deep  Creek  vicinity  of  present  Yadkin  County  by  1772.  Joseph  Murphy 
began  working  in  that  area  only  a  few  months  before  Cook  began  doing  some 
preaching  in  the  region.  This  had  previously  been  an  unreached  area. 

After  leaving  Dutchman's  Creek,  he  began  work  as  an  itinerant  preacher, 
traveling  far  and  wide  spreading  the  Gospel.  He  and  William  Petty,  of  Flat  Rock, 
became  familiar  figures  as  they  often  traveled  together.  Many  of  the  early  Baptist 
churches  from  the  Forks  of  the  Yadkin  to  the  Rlue  Ridge  Mountains,  owe  their 
existence  to  Rev.  Cook's  ceaseless  labors.  He  helped  organize  some  of  the  first 
Baptist  churches  in  the  present  counties  of  Davidson,  Davie,  Iredell,  Wilkes,  and 
Alexander. 

In  1792  he  became  the  pastor  of  newly  organized  Bear  Creek  Baptist,  in  Davie 
County.  He  remained  pastor  until  March,  1798.  His  last  pastorate  was  Flat  Rock, 
where  he  stayed  from  1805  until  his  death  in  1812. 

As  to  his  work  in  the  Yadkin  Association,  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  its 
leading  figures.  His  close  relationship  with  William  Petty  found  Cook  assisting  and 
helping  promote  Petty's  idea  of  forming  an  association. 

From  its  beginnings  as  a  branch  association,  he  was  an  active  and  leading 
participant  in  its  work.  Minutes  often  disclose  that  the  association  would  issue  to 
him  "letters  to  travel  and  preach  the  Gospel."  Such  "letters"  meant  that  in  his 
mission  travels,  he  went  with  the  full  endorsement  of  the  association. 

In  terms  of  longevity,  his  years  of  involvement  in  the  association  from  its 
formation,  was  exceeded  only  by  Joseph  Murphy.  Cook,  known  for  his  encouraging 
younger  ministers  to  continue  the  work  he  began,  was  an  example  for  others  in  the 
association  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  His  zeal  for  spreading  the  Gospel  was 
contagious. 

After  years  of  traveling  the  trails  of  western  North  Carolina,  his  earthly  journey 
came  to  an  end  on  March  31,  1812.  He  was  74  years  of  age. 


William  Hammon 

Rev.  William  Hammon  (variously  found  spelled  as  Hamon,  Hammons,  and 
Hammond)  was  born  in  Caroline  County,  Virginia,  but  the  date  of  his  birth  or  his 
conversion  are  uncertain.  It  is  certain,  though,  that  he  played  an  important  role  in 
promoting  religious  liberty  and  in  helping  to  bring  about  the  formation  of  the 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 
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Reared  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  he  later  embraced  the  Baptist  faith  and  became 
a  Baptist  minister.  He  is  found  in  1771  in  Bolwing  Green,  Virginia,  lending  support 
to  three  fellow  Baptist  ministers  who  were  in  jail  for  daring  to  preach  the  Gospel 
without  "Episcopal  ordination  or  a  license  from  the  General  Court."  The  three 
imprisoned  preachers,  in  addition  to  having  the  support  of  Hammon,  had  as  their 
lawyer  Patrick  Henry,  who  is  best  remembered  for  his  words,  "Give  me  liberty  or 
give  me  death."  The  two  stood  firm  in  defending  the  three  men's  rights  to  worship 
freely. 

With  the  Episcopal  Church  prominent  in  Virginia  at  this  time,  those  of  the 
Baptist  faith  were  often  frowned  upon,  with  strong  measures  oftentimes  taken 
against  them  and  their  leaders.  In  1774  Hammon,  along  with  John  Wright,  Jr.,  a 
colisin  of  George  Washington,  went  to  Fauguier  County,  Virginia,  to  petition  the 
Court  for  the  "liberty  to  meet  together  for  the  worship  of  God  in  our  own  way."  After 
almost  a  year  had  passed  without  a  reply,  in  1775  Hammon,  his  wife  Sarah,  their 
children,  and  some  of  his  flock  moved  to  Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina,  searching 
for  greater  freedom  of  worship.  Except  for  a  brief  venture  into  East  Tennessee,  he 
would  live  and  labor  there  until  his  death. 

In  1786  he  helped  organize  South  Fork  of  Roaring  River,  Wilkes  County.  He  was 
their  first  pastor  and  remained  so  until  1793.  Under  Hammon's  leadership,  the 
church  was  progressive  and  evangelistic.  For  the  years  1790-1793  its  membership, 
in  order,  was  100,  127,  147,  and  150. 

When  William  Petty  began  entertaining  the  idea  of  forming  an  independent 
association  for  the  churches  in  western  North  Carolina,  he  sought  the  help  of 
Hammon  in  promoting  such  an  idea.  When  eleven  churches  gathered  in  1786  to 
form  a  branch  association,  minutes  disclose  he  was  present  helping  to  lay  the 
ground  work. 

He  attended  all  four  branch  meetings,  1786-89.  In  1788  and-  1789,  he  was 
appointed  a  delegate  of  the  branch  association  to  attend  the  Strawberry 
associational  meeting,  the  parent  association. 

In  1790,  when  the  association  first  met  as  an  independent  body,  the  church  he 
pastored,  South  Fork,  became  a  charter  member.  He  is  listed  as  a  delegate  and 
pastor  of  the  church  through  1793.  Soon  after,  because  of  failing  health,  his  active 
labors  as  a  minister  had  to  be  curtailed.  But  for  four  years  as  a  branch  association 
and  for  the  first  four  years  of  the  association's  existence  as  an  independent  body, 
this  champion  for  religious  liberty  invested  eight  years  in  helping  it  establish  a  firm 
foundation  and  proper  spiritual  direction. 

He  entered  the  Land  of  eternal  freedom  about  the  year  1800,  as  his  will  was 
probated  in  Wilkes  County  in  May  of  that  year.  Having  been  blessed  with  a  long  and 
fruitful  life,  he  is  believed  to  have  been  in  his  nineties  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
While  mystery  may  surround  some  of  the  details  of  his  life,  it  is  no  mystery  that  it 
was  in  God's  divine  Providence  and  timing  that  led  such  a  devoted  man  of  God  as 
Rev.  William  Hammon  by  way  of  the  Yadkin  area,  in  order  that  he  might  help  in  the 
formation  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 
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Joseph  Murphy 

Rev.  Joseph  Murphy  was  bom  in  Spotsylvania,  Virginia  ,  on  April  1,  1734.  He  and 
his  brother,  William,  who  was  also  an  able  preacher,  were  converted  and  baptized 
under  the  ministry  of  that  respected  and  venerable  Separate  Baptist  preacher, 
Shubal  Sterns. 

Ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1760,  he  became  a  Separate  Baptist  missionary  to 
southwestern  Virginia.  In  the  late  1760's  he  made  his  way  to  the  Yadkin  River 
region,  where  he  constituted  a  church  at  Shallow  Fords  (1768/69).  The  church  was 
located  along  the  west  banks  of  the  Yadkin  River,  near  the  borders  of  present  day 
Forsyth  and  Davie  Counites. 

The  church,  known  also  as  Timber  Ridge  and  Murphy's  Meeting  House,  became 
a  center  of  mission  activity,  led  by  the  evangelistic  Murphy.  As  has  already  been 
seen,  Timber  Ridge  was  a  charter  member  of  the  association. 

During  the  early  1770's,  he  began  a  preaching  point  in  the  yet  unreached  Deep 
Creek  area  of  present  day  Yadkin  County.  He  began  devoting  more  and  more  time 
to  this  area,  and  finally  a  church  was  constituted  there  about  1777. 

Married  with  eleven  children,  Murphy  and  his  family  moved  to  the  Deep  Creek 
area,  and  he  remained  as  pastor  of  the  Deep  Creek  Church  until  his  death. 

He  was  traveling  continually  the  Yadkin  River  region  and  beyond,  preaching  and 
seeking  to  plant  new  churches.  Often  he  and  his  brother,  William,  would  work 
together  in  spreading  the  Gospel.  They  were  known  as  the  "Murphy  boys."  Once 
arrested  for  his  preaching,  when  he  stood  before  a  magistrate,  he  so  masterfully 
defended  himself  he  was  let  go. 

Though  the  church  he  pastored  at  Deep  Creek  did  not  join  the  association  until 
1805  (it  was  already  a  member  of  the  Sandy  Creek  Association),  Murphy 
represented  the  church  at  the  associational  meetings.  From  the  organization  of  the 
association,  he  supportingly  and  actively  attended  the  annual  meetings.  His 
presence  was  always  felt,  as  minutes  show  he  always  had  an  important  part  in  the 
proceedings. 

The  minutes '  further  disclose,  he  was  often  called  upon  to  preach  in  the 
services.  From  1791  to  1814,  a  period  of  14  years,  he  was  asked  to  preach  in  ten 
associational  meetings.  He  preached  the  annual  sermon  in  1807,  at  age  73,  and  last 
preached  an  associational  sermon  in  1814,  at  age  80. 

It  was  said  by  one  of  his  contemporaries  that  of  all  the  ministers  in  the 
association,  "Joseph  Murphy  as  been,  in  most  respects,  the  most  distinguished 
minister  among  the  churches  of  this  body."  Few  men  had  the  consistent  impact  and 
influence  over  such  a  long  period  of  time  as  he.  From  its  first  branch  meeting  in 
1786,  until  death,  he  was  involved  in  the  association  the  longest  of  any  of  the 
association's  "founding  Fathers,"  about  30  years. 

After  almost  50  years  in  the  Yadkin  River  area,  Joseph  Murphy  died  in  the 
present  county  of  Yadkin,  about  1816,  his  will  being  probated  in  August  of  that  year. 
He  was  around  82  years  of  age. 

How  fortunate  the  Yadkin  region  and  the  Yadkin  Association  were  to  have  had  a 
man  like  Joseph  Murphy  in  their  midst  in  their  early  development,  who  was  able  to 
guide  and  give  the  proper  spiritual  direction  needed. 
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Andrew  Baker 

The  date  and  place  of  Rev.  Andrew  Baker's  birth  is  unknown.  However,  it  is 
known  that  his  impact  and  influence  in  the  Yadkin  territory  and  in  the  Yadkin 
Association  was  widely  felt. 

We  first  discover  Baker  in  western  North  Carolina  in  the  fall  of  1775,  living  in  the 
part  of  Wilkes  County  that  is  now  Ashe  County.  He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Avent, 
had  moved  there  from  Chatham  County,  North  Carolina,  probably  in  the  early  1770's 
soon  after  their  marriage.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1775  that  Mrs.  Baker  joined  a  Baptist 
church,  in  what  was  called  Osborne's  settlement  on  the  New  River.  Soon  after  she 
had  joined  the  church,  her  husband  also  joined,  and  they  were  baptized  together  by 
that  crusader  of  faith  and  liberty  William  Hammon. 

Sensing  God's  call  upon  his  life  to  preach,  he  entered  the  ministry.  He  became 
one  of  the  most  consecrated,  able,  and  efficient  ministers  in  the  Yadkin  Association. 
He  unselfishly  traveled  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  going  often  into  unreached 
places  with  the  Gospel.  The  zeal  he  exhibited  was  equaled  by  few  of  the  early 
Baptist  ministers. 

Responsible  for  helping  organize  many  Baptist  churches,  he  pastored  several' 
churches  in  Wilkes  County;  including  Lewis  Fork,  Beaver  Creek,  and  Brier  Creek.  He 
also  pastored  churches  in  Virginia,  some  of  which  were  a  part  of  the  association: 
Fox  Creek,  Grayson  County;  and  Sinclair's  Bottom,  Washington  County. 

He  was  an  instrumental  figure  in  helping  bring  about  the  formation  of  the 
Yadkin  Association,  and  helping  lead  it  through  the  first  few  years  of  development. 
From  its  first  branch  meeting  in  1786,  until  about  1810,  he  is  found  an  active  leader 
and  participant  in  the  association's  activities  and  business. 

He  had  bestowed  upon  him  the  honor  of  preaching  the  first  annual  sermon  in 
1790.  His  text  was  I  Corinthians  1:30.  Besides  preaching  at  most  associational 
meetings,  he  also  brought  the  annual  sermon  in  1795,  1796,  and  1808. 

Old  minutes  disclose  he  served  on  numerous  committees  and  was  often  given 
"letters  to  travel  on  (and  preach)  in  the  name  of  the  Association."  It  was  said  that 
he  "went  everywhere,  preaching  the  Word."  In  terms  of  longevity  in  the  association, 
his  influence,  impact,  and  example  extended  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The 
seeds  he  sowed  while  a  part  of  the  Yadkin  Association  produced  fruit  that  only 
eternity  will  be  able  to  measure. 

His  earthly  travels  through  the  rough,  rocky  roads  of  western  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia,  came  to  an  end  in  the  fall  of  1815;  when  he  traveled  to  a  City  where  the 
streets  are  made  of  purest  gold.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  living  in  Lee  County, 
Virginia. 
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Moderators 


John  Cleveland 

Rev.  John  Cleveland  was  born  in  1730  in  Orange  County,  Virginia.  He  was  the 
first  of  eight  children  born  into  the  home  of  John  and  Martha  Elizabeth  (Coffey) 
Cleveland.  Becoming  a  Baptist  minister,  he  came  to  North  Carolina  about  1771. 
Married  to  Mary  McCann,  he  and  his  wife  settled  on  the  north  prong  of  Lewis  Fork 
in  Wilkes  County. 

Loyal  to  his  Savior,  he  was  also  a  loyal  patriot  as  he  was  a  soldier  and  chaplain 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  brother  was  Col.  Benjamin  Cleveland  who  became  a 
prominent  leader  during  the  Revolution.  According  to  a  well-grounded  tradition,  as 
cited  by  Robert  P.  Hamby  in  Brief  Baptist  Biographies  -  Volume  II,  John  Cleveland 
and  George  McNeil  (whose  biographical  sketch  follows)  "were  at  the  foot  of  Kings 
Mountain,  SC,  praying  while  their  loyal  fellow  patriots  defeated  the  British  Red 
Coats  on  the  mountain  October  30,  1780,  in  the  famous  battle  that  was  the  turning 
point  in  the  Revolution." 

After  the  War  he  went  back  to  devoting  his  full  energy  to  preaching  and  mission 
work.  In  1783  he  helped  constitute  one  of  the  first  Baptist  churches  in  Wilkes 
County,  Brier  Creek  Baptist  Church.  The  church  is  located  near  the  Yadkin  River,  14 
miles  east  of  Wilkesboro.  He  became  their  first  pastor  and  remained  so  until  1787. 
The  church  became  a  charter  member  of  the  association. 

He  played  a  supportive  role  in  the  formation  of  the  Yadkin  Association.  His 
evident  convictions  on  the  need  for  an  association  found  his  peers  at  the  first 
branch  meeting  in  1786,  electing  him  as  Moderator.  Thus,  he  has  the  distinction  of 
being  the  association's  first  Moderator,  albeit  as  a  branch  association.  He  continued 
ministering  in  the  Yadkin  Association  territory  until  it  became  an  independent  body. 

Having  a  passion  to  develop  new  work,  he  left  Wilkes  County  in  the  early  1790's, 
settling  in  Franklin  County,  Georgia.  Laboring  in  the  Tugaloo  Baptist  Association, 
there  he  spent  the  next  one-third  of  a  century  in  devoted  service  for  Christ. 

In  March  of  1825,  in  his  ninety-fifth  year,  he  found  rest  from  his  many  years  of 
faithful  labor.  The  association  is  indebted  to  his  early  leadership  in  those  formative 
years,  as  it  made  the  transition  from  a  branch* association  to  an  independent  body. 


George  McNeil 

Rev.  George  W.  McNeil,  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  was  born  in  1720. 
Embracing  the  Baptist  faith  while  in  his  homeland,  around  1750  he  set  sail  for 
America  searching  for  greater  freedom  of  worship.  Landing  in  Maryland,  he 
progressively  made  his  way  southward.  About  1760,  while  in  Virginia,  he  married 
Mary  Coats.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

By  1774/75  the  McNeil  family  had  moved  to  North  Carolina,  settling  in  an  area 
called  Deep  Ford  Hill  of  Reddies  River  located  in  the  part  of  Surry  County  that  in 
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1778  became  known  as  Wilkes  County.  As  a  pioneer  Baptist  preacher  in  northwest 
North  Carolina,  his  influence  was  felt  for  thirty  years. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War  he  served  as  a  chaplain  with  the  forces  from 
Wilkes  County,  often  marching  with  the  armies  of  Col.  Benjamin  Cleveland.  He  was 
considered  a  mighty  and  prevailing  prayer  warrior  during  the  struggle  for 
independence.  After  the  War  he  returned  to  Wilkes  County,  relocating  to  the 
western  part  of  the  county  after  purchasing  400  acres  of  land  on  the  north  fork  of 
Lewis  Fork  Creek.  This  would  be  his  residence  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

It  was  said  of  him  that  as  a  Baptist  minister  his  zeal  was  unequaled.  Pastoring 
and  organizing  churches  from  Wilkes  County  to  Virginia,  he  traveled  far  and  wide 
proclaiming  the  Gospel.  In  the  Wilkes  area  alone  he  is  known  to  have  helped  in  the 
organization  and  development  of  such  early  churches  as  Deep  Ford  Hill,  Beaver 
Creek,  Head  of  Yadkin,  Brier  Creek,  Three  Forks,  and  Roaring  River.  His  travels 
carried  him,  as  well,  into  Ashe,  Caldwell,  and  Watauga  Counties.  He  was  known  for 
taking  the  Gospel  to  never  before  reached  places. 

He  was  active  in  the  life  of  the  Yadkin  Association  from  its  birth.  He  was 
Moderator  of  three  of  the  branch  associational  meetings,  1787,  88,  and  89.  He  was 
Moderator  at  the  first  independent  associational  meeting  in  1790.  He  also  served  as 
Moderator  for  the  years,  1791,  92,  and  95.  All  of  the  early  associational  meetings 
disclose  his  attendance. 

His  presence  and  influence  in  the  early  years  of  the  association,  proved 
beneficial  in  those  developing  years.  His  evangelistic  life  and  passion  for  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel  served  as  an  example  for  those  of  his  day  to  follow  and  for  us  today 
to  learn  from. 

He  remained  active  in  the  ministry  until  his  Homegoing  on  June  7,  1805. 
Entering  his  reward  in  his  eighty-fifth  year,  he  was  buried  in  a  cemetery  near  where 
he  lived  in  Wilkes  County.  In  1905  a  monument  was  erected  at  his  grave  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  Godly  and  sacrificial  life.  There  are  few  individuals 
who  have  a  monument  erected  in  their  memory  a  century  after  their  death,  but  such 
was  the  fruit  of  his  labors. 


John  Gano 

In  doing  a  sketch  on  the  life  of  John  Gano,  the  problem  is  not  with  finding 
information,  but  limiting  what  is  available  on  him.  One  of  the  most  celebrated 
preachers  of  his  day,  he  had  few  equals. 

He  was  born  in  Hopewell,  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey,  on  July  22,  1727. 
Raised  in  a  Presbyterian  home,  he  had  an  affinity  for  spiritual  things  early  in  life.  As 
he  approached  manhood  he  fully  gave  his  soul  and  life  to  the  Savior  whom  he 
would  serve  for  some  fifty  years. 

A  few  years  after  his  conversion  he  became  a  Baptist.  Sensing  God's  call  to 
preach  upon  his  life,  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  May,  1754,  at  Hopewell 
Baptist  Church,  where  he  was  a  member. 
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Upon  his  ordination,  he  began  a  preaching  tour  that  took  him  as  far  as 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  During  this  tour  he  became  acquainted  with  the  Jersey 
Settlement  (being  occupied  by  settlers  from  New  Jersey,  thus  the  name),  which  was 
near  the  east  banks  of  the  Yadkin  River  in  present  day  Davidson  County.  In  1756,  he 
became  the  pastor  of  the  Jersey  church — the  first  Baptist  church  constituted  in  the 
west  (1755)  and  a  charter  member  of  the  association. 

He  remained  pastor  until  1759,  when  Cherokee  Indian  attacks  reached  into  the 
Jersey  Settlement.  Having  to  flee  for  his  life,  he  went  back  to  New  Jersey.  About 
1762  he  became  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  New  York  City  where  he 
remained  for  several  years.  However,  his  influence  and  impact  in  the  Yadkin  River 
vicinity  would  still  flow  for  years  to  come. 

Throughout  his  life  he  continued  to  make  visits  back  to  the  Yadkin  territory.  In 
1773-1774,  records  of  Dutchman's  Creek  Baptist  Church  reveal  he  was  helping  in 
some  of  the  work  there.  Dutchman's  Creek  was  located  in  present  day  Davie 
County,  near  the  site  of  Eaton's  Baptist  Church. 

Rev.  Gano  made  visits,  as  well,  to  the  scene  of  his  former  labors  in  and  around 
the  Jersey  Settlement,  still  exerting  his  influence.  It  might  be  added,  he  owned  a 
farm  in  the  Jersey  Settlement,  which  he  did  not  sell  when  he  left  in  1759. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War,  he  was  a  chaplain  in  General  George 
Washington's  army.  The  General  was  often  in  attendnace  when  he  preached.  Gano 
is  even  said  to  have  "Scripturally  baptized"  him  who  became  our  nation's  first 
President. 

About  1788  he  moved  to  Kentucky,  where  he  made  his  residence  until  his  death. 
However,  he  is  found  returning  to  the  Yadkin  area  frequently.  He  is  in  the  Yadkin 
River  territory  in  1790,  the  year  the  association  became  an  independent  body, 
preaching  and  baptizing. 

In  1793  he  is  found  on  Yadkin  soil  again.  While  in  the  area  he  marries  a  second 
time,  his  first  wife  having  died  some  years  earlier.  Also,  during  this  visit  he  presided 
as  Moderator  at  the  association's  annual  meeting.  Considered  by  many  to  be  "The 
Baptist"  of  that  day,  his  presence  and  influence  was  felt  as  the  Articles  of  Faith  were 
presented  and  adopted  at  this  meeting. 

In  1794  he  returned  to  Yadkin  territory  again.  This  time,  not  only  did  he  serve  as 
Moderator  at  the  associational  annual  meeting,  he  also  preached  the  annual 
message.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  he  and  his  wife  returned  to  Kentucky. 
While  he  may  have  made  other  visits  back  to  the  Yadkin  area,  the  1794  visit  is  the 
last  one  there  is  record  of. 

It  was  in  Kentucky  that  he  died  on  August  10,  1804.  He  was  78  years  old. 

He  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  preachers  of  his  day.  It  was  said  by  one  of  his 
contemporaries  that,  "So  superior  were  Mr.  Gano's  talents  for  preaching,  that  some 
of  the  unlearned  preachers  (when  they  heard  him),  said  they  felt  they  could  never 
preach  again." 

Numerous  accolades  and  achievements  concerning  him  could  be  quoted,  but 
suffice  it  to  say  that,  how  fortunate  was  the  Yadkin  River  area  that  the  gifted  and 
influential  Rev.  John  Gano  crossed  her  banks.  His  work  and  influence  along  the 
Yadkin  River  Valley,  and  his  continued  interest  in  the  region  through  the  years,  had 
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a  direct  and  an  indirect  effect  and  impact  in  helping  shape  the  early  course  of  the 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  (A  picture  of  Gano  can  be  found  on  page  49.) 


Lazarus  Whitehead 

The  date  of  Lazarus  Whitehead's  birth  is  uncertain,  though  it  is  thought  to  be 
around  1740.  While  the  time  of  his  birth  may  be  uncertain,  the  certainty  of  his 
influence,  impact,  and  work  in  the  Yadkin  Association  can  not  be  overstated. 

We  first  find  him  preaching  in  the  Wilkes-Iredell  County  area  in  the  mid  1780's. 
In  June  of  1789  he  became  the  first  pastor  of  newly  organized  Grassy  Knob,  Iredell 
County.  Under  his  ministry  the  church  became  a  charter  member  of  the  association. 

A  gifted,  popular,  and  respected  minister,  he  led  Grassy  Knob  to  be  a  center  of 
evangelistic  work.  Reaching  out  into  the  regions  beyond  the  church,  he  sought  to 
establish  new  churches  and  preaching  points.  His  work  at  Grassy  Knob  lasted  until 
April,  1797. 

Leaving  Iredell  County,  he  became  pastor  of  Eaton's  Meeting  House,  Davie 
County.  There  he  remained  as  pastor  from  1797  to  March,  1805. 

A  highly  sought  after  preacher,  he  was  known  for  going  into  destitute  places 
with  the  Gospel.  He  was  highly  regarded  for  his  preaching  ability  and  for  his 
character.  A  Moravian  minister  of  that  day  said  of  him,  "He  seems  to  be  a  man 
whose  heart  is  not  empty,  who  is  not  without  knowledge  of  himself,  and  greatly 
desires  to  lead  souls  to  Jesus." 

Whitehead  is  credited  with  being  one  of  the  area  ministers  who  helped  William 
Petty  promote  the  idea  of  an  association  in  the  western  part  of  the  state.  Present 
and  active  in  the  association  from  its  first  branch  meeting  in  1786,  he  was  looked  to 
for  his  wisdom  and  leadership  ability. 

Eight  times  he  was  elected  as  Associational  Moderator,  serving  from  1796-1804, 
except  1801.  Often  called  upon  to  preach  during  the  meetings,  he  delivered  the 
annual  message  in  1797.  His  leadership  and  wisdom  were  guiding  forces  during  the 
association's  developing  years. 

After  eighteen  years  of  service  and  involvement  in  the  association,  Eaton's 
Church  minutes  record  that  in  March  of  1805,  "Pastor  Whitehead  and  Sister  Martha 
Whitehead  asked  letters  of  dismission  as  they  expect  to  move  in  a  short  time  to  the 
Western  Country."  The  western  country  proved  to  be  Indiana. 

Moving  to  Dearborn  County,  Indiana,  he  there  labored  just  as  effectively  for  the 
Savior  as  he  had  in  the  Yadkin  Association.  Up  until  his  last  days,  he  preached  with 
the  same  fervor  as  in  days  gone  by.  It  was  while  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  in  1816, 
that  the  feet  that  had  carried  the  Good  News  of  Christ  far  and  wide  for  so  long,  at 
last  came  to  rest  on  Heaven's  eternal  shores. 
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Clerks 


John  Wright 

John  Wright  III,  a  layman,  was  born  October  30,  1728,  in  Prince  William  County, 
Virginia.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  John  II  and  Elizabeth  Wright.  He  was  a  cousin  of 
George  Washington. 

Raised  in  the  Episcopal  church,  he  studied  law  and  surveying.  In  1753,  at  age  25, 
he  married  Ann  Williams.  Eighteen  children  would  be  born  to  them.  Their  fourth 
child  was  the  respected  Thomas  Wright,  whose  biographical  sketch  will  follow. 

In  the  early  1770's  he  was  converted  to  Christ  and  the  Baptist  faith.  In  1774  he 
and  his  family  left  Virginia  heading  toward  North  Carolina.  They  settled  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  Surry  County,  becoming  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  area. 

Wright  was  a  charter  member  of  Flat  Rock  Baptist.  The  day  the  church  was 
constituted,  June  10,  1783,  he  was  ordained  as  one  of  their  two  deacons.  Faithful  to 
the  church  and  with  a  desire  to  further  the  cause  of  Christ,  he  supported  his 
pastor's  idea,  William  Petty,  of  forming  an  association  for  the  churches  in  western 
North  Carolina. 

In  1786,  when  eleven  churches  met  at  Petty's  Meeting  House  as  a  branch 
association,  Wright  was  in  attendance  showing  his  support.  He  was  honored  by 
being  chosen  as  the  clerk  for  the  meeting.  Thus,  he  holds  the  distinction  and  honor 
of  being  the  association's  first  clerk,  albeit  as  a  branch  association.  His  son, 
Thomas,  would  later  serve  as  associational  clerk  for  forty  years. 

Wright  never  saw  the  association  become  an  independent  body  (1790),  as  he 
died  on  October  30,  1789,  on  his  birthday.  Though  he  did  not  live  to  see  the  full 
fruition  of  his  co-laboring  with  others  in  an  effort  to  see  the  association  become  an 
independent  body,  his  support  and  foundational  work  helped  make  the  dream  a 
reality. 


Richard  Allen 

Richard  Allen,  a  layman,  was  born  November  26,  1741,  in  Baltimore  County, 
Maryland.  In  September  of  1770,  as  he  neared  his  29th  birthday,  he  moved  to  Rowan 
County,  now  Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina. 

Allen  was  known  for  his  service  to  his  country,  state,  county,  and  church.  During 
the  Revolutionary  War  he  was  a  Colonel.  In  1778  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention. 

In  1793  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina.  He 
served  for  a  time  as  Wilkes  County  Tax  Assessor.  Also,  he  was  elected  the  first 
Sheriff  of  Wilkes  County  in  1778,  and  held  the  office  continuously  until  1790.  In 
1798  he  was  again  elected  Sheriff  and  served  until  1804. 

A  charter  member  of  Brier  Creek  Baptist,  organized  in  1783  in  Wilkes  County,  he 
served  as  clerk  of  three  of  the  associational  branch  meetings,  1787,  88,  and  89.  He 
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did  not  lack  experience  as  a  clerk,  as  he  served  in  that  position  at  Brier  Creek  for  41 
years,  1783-1824. 

Allen,  who  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  Wilkes  County,  was  blest  to  live  to 
the  age  of  91.  This  dedicated  layman's  fruitful  life  came  to  an  end  on  October  10, 
1832. 

As  an  association,  we  are  much  indebted  to  his  faithful  recording  of  the  minutes 
during  those  years  as  a  branch  association.  His  service  preserved  for  us  valuable 
information  that  we  otherwise  would  not  have. 


Stephen  Wood 

While  information  available  on  Stephen  Wood  proved  difficult  to  obtain,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  ascertain  His  contribution  to  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  And  his 
contribution  looms  larger  with  each  passing  year. 

He  was  born  in  Virginia,  thought  to  be  about  1751.  In  the  late  1770's,  he  and  his 
family  began  making  their  way  toward  North  Carolina,  eventually  settling  in  Surry 
County. 

In  time  he  became  a  member  of  Flat  Rock  Baptist,  where  he  became  active  in 
service  to  both  the  church  and  county.  He  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
town  of  Rockford  throughout  the  1790's.  Loyal  to  his  church  and  pastor,  William 
Petty,  Flat  Rock  minutes  from  July,  1790,  reveal  he  asked  them  for  advice  and 
approval  concerning  running  for  the  county  office. 

As  to  his  work  in  the  association,  he  was  strongly  supportive  of  the  idea  of  its 
formation.  Respected  by  his  fellow  delegates,  he  was  elected  as  Associational  Clerk 
for  five  years,  from  1790-1795,  except  1792.  He  holds  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
clerk  when  the  association  first  met  as  an  independent  body  in  1790.  As  well,  he 
was  made  trustee  of  the  money  collected  for  the  first  Associational  Fund. 

With  each  passing  year,  the  association  finds  itself  more  and  more  indebted  to 
him  for  his  faithful  recording  of  the  minutes  in  those  early  sessions.  For  his  hand 
written  minutes  are  all  we  have  that  links  us  to  the  past,  and  gives  us  invaluable 
information  of  what  took  place  in  those  first  associational  meetings. 

As  a  layman,  he  was  loyal  to  his  church,  pastor,  and  the  association.  For  his 
faithful  and  diligent  service,  at  his  Homegoing,  sometime  around  1820,  he  found  his 
name  Recorded  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life. 


Thomas  Wright 

Thomas  Wright  was  born  on  February  18,  1758,  in  Prince  William  County, 
Virginia.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Ann  Wright.  His  father  was  the  first  clerk  when 
the  association  met  as  a  branch  in  1786.  In  1774  the  family  left  the  state  of  Virginia, 
and  made  their  way  into  North  Carolina.  Settling  in  what  is  now  Surry  County,  they 
are  credited  with  being  among  some  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  Surry  area. 
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Serving  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  Thomas  married  Mary  Clanton  on  January  7, 
1780.  Eight  children  would  be  bom  to  them.  The  family  were  regular  attenders  of 
Petty's  Meeting  House,  now  Flat  Rock  Baptist.  He  became  widely  known  for  his 
service  and  influence  in  the  church  and  state. 

He  represented  Surry  County  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  1798,  1801,  1802,  and 
1803.  He  served  in  the  Senate  in  the  years  1807-1817,  except  1809.  He  also  served 
for  a  time  as  senior  magistrate  for  the  Surry  County  Court. 

Active  in  the  life  of  the  sssociation,  he  was  present  at  the  initial  meetings.  In 
1796  he  was  elected  associational  clerk,  a  position  he  served  in  for  forty  years.  As 
clerk  he  served  1796-1798;  1800-1837,  except  1817.  In  1837,  his  last  year  as  clerk,  he 
was  79  years  of  age. 

Three  years  later,  on  June  22,  1840,  at  age  82,  this  dedicated  layman  went  home 
to  be  with  the  Lord.  With  no  printed  associational  minutes  surviving  that  are  before 
1840,  his  handwritten  minutes,  which  he  so  faithfully  recorded,  are  all  we  have  that 
enable  us  to  know  what  went  on  in  these  early  meetings.  We  are  much  indebted  to 
him. 

For  his  service  to  both  the  state  and  the  church,  his  many  deeds  are  recorded  in 
the  Lord's  Book  of  Remembrance. 


In  Conclusion 

Of  these  thirteen  early  leaders  in  the  association's  formation  and  early 
development,  it  is  recognized  that  many  more  individual  sketches  could  have  been 
developed.  This  would  be  a  profitable  task  for  someone  to  undertake,  which  time 
and  space  will  not  permit  here. 

While  the  number  thirteen  is  considered  by  some  to  be  unlucky,  in  this  instance 
the  Yadkin  Association  can  consider  herself  lucky  -  no,  blest  of  the  Lord  -  to  have 
had  assembled  together  such  dedicated,  wise,  gifted,  and  faithful  men  to  serve  in 
the  early  years  of  the  association's  beginnings.  It  was  certainly  God's  Providence 
that  assembled  them  all  together  for  such  a  time  as  this. 

Let  it  be  added,  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  imagine  in  our  minds  the  traveling 
conditions  faced  by  these  early  pioneer  Baptists.  While  traveling  has  been  made 
both  easy  and  convenient  today,  these  men  either  had  to  travel  by  foot  or 
horseback,  over  rocky,  rough  trails  that  had  been  carved  out  of  the  wilderness  by 
Indians,  hunters,  or  trampled  down  by  frequent  passers-by. 

Families  lived  in  log  huts,  usually  not  larger  than  one  or  two  rooms.  When  they 
sat  down  at  their  crudely  made  "dining"  table,  their  meals  consisted  of  what  they 
could  grow  and  wild  game  from  the  forest  that  often  encircled  their  home. 

With  families  scattered  about,  communication  with  others  was  often  limited. 
Churches  were  likewise  scattered,  even  more  so.  Churches  from  one  community  to 
another  might  be  anywhere  from  25-50  miles  apart.  When  one  considers  the 
distance  often  between  churches,  along  with  the  poor  communication  that  existed, 
this  makes  the  formation  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  even  a  more  remarkable 
event. 
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Yes,  the  conditions  they  lived  and  labored  under  make  their  accomplishments 
all  the  more  astounding.  Much  thanks  is  owed  them  for  the  inroads  they  made  in 
regard  to  Christianity  and  the  Baptist  Faith.  As  well,  they  leave  behind  Christian 
examples  that  our  best  efforts  find  hard  to  duplicate. 


From  1791-1799 
Growth^  Division,  and  Change 


J\  new  association,  after  four  years  in  an  embryonic  state,  had  been  born.  The 
first  meeting  had  been  held  amongst  promise  and  expectations  for  the  churches  in 
western  North  Carolina.  That  was  all  now  history.  It  was  time  for  the  association  to 
begin  accomplishing  the  purpose  for  which  it  had  been  formed.  But  what  was  the 
association's  purpose  and  function  as  it  looked  into  the  future? 

The  purpose  and  function  of  the  association  had  been  decided  upon  when  they 
first  met  as  a  branch  association  in  1786.  The  minutes  read:  "Quary,  What  is  an 
association?  Answer,  An  advisory  council.  Quary,  Who  are  fiting  members  to 
compose  an  association?  Answer,  Minister  and  ablest  members." 

Though  the  Yadkin  Association  is  soon  to  brush  shoulders  with  its  fourth 
century,  that  purpose  and  function  has  remained  foundational  throughout  the  years. 
For  two  hundred  years,  the  association  has  sought  to  serve  and  benefit  its  churches 
that  they  might  be  better  able  to  accomplish  the  task  to  which  they  were  called — 
expanding  the  borders  of  God's  Kingdom. 

As  the  association  entered  its  first  ten  years,  the  last  decade  of  the  18th  century, 
growth,  change,  and  division  were  experienced.  As  an  infant  association,  it  had  to 
quickly  mature  in  its  attempt  to  effectively  minister  to  the  churches  occupying  the 
vast  area  of  western  North  Carolina 


Order  In  Liberty 

From  1790-92  the  association  had  no  written  statement  of  faith  or  established 
rules  by  which  to  conduct  business.  Meetings  had  been  informal  with  little  ordered 
structure.  It  was  felt  by  some  of  the  brethren  that  too  much  structure  "was  an 
infringement  on  their  Christian  liberty,  and  too  much  like  worldly  assemblies." 
However,  as  the  association  matured,  there  was  a  need  for  some  established 
guidelines  which,  while  not  hindering  their  Christian  liberty,  would  help  them  to 
maintain  order  in  their  liberty. 

At  the  1793  meeting  held  at  Eaton's  Meeting  House,  with  Rev.  John  Gano  (See 
Biographical  Sketches)  presiding  as  Moderator,  three  important  items  of  business 
were  undertaken.  In  the  following  order:  an  Associational  Constitution,  Articles  of 
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Faith,  and  Rules  of  Decorum 
were  drafted  and  adopted. 
According  to  Gano's  own 
writings,  through  his  persua- 
sive encouragement  he  "pre- 
vailed on  them"  to  articulate 
in  writing  their  faith,  and 
adopt  a  constitution  and 
rules  of  decorum  by  which 
their  business  could  be  con- 
ducted in  an  orderly  manner. 
Gano  wisely  pointed  out 
that  adopting  proper  rules  of 
order  would  help  the  associ- 
ation avoid  "many  difficul- 
ties" that  might  otherwise 
arise  without  them.  Proper 
order  and  Christian  liberty 
are  never  opposed  to  one 
another.  (I  Corinthians  14:40) 


Rev.  John  Gano,  Moderator  1793-94, 
is  said  to  have  baptized  George  Washington. 

1.  Associational  Constitution 

The  first  "Constitution  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association"  read  as  follows: 

Article  1  -  This  Association  shall  be  composed  of  the  ordained  ministers  within 
the  bounds  of  said  Association,  and  delegates  chosen  by  the  church  and  duly  sent 
with  letters  certifying  their  appointment,  each  church  being  entitled  to  four  such 
delegates. 

Article  2  -  The  members  thus  chosen  and  convened  shall  have  no  ecclesiastical 
power,  nor  shall  they  interfere  with  any  of  the  eternal  rights  of  the  churches 
composing  this  body. 

Article  3  -  When  convened  the  Association  shall  be  governed  by  regular  and 
proper  decorum. 

Article  4  -  The  Association  shall  have  a  Moderator  and  Clerk,  who  shall  be 
chosen  annually  by  the  suffrages  of  the  members  present. 

Article  5  -  New  churches  sending  letters  and  delegates  may  at  any  time  be 
received  in  to  this  body  if,  on  examination,  they  are  found  orthodox  and-  orderly, 
such  reception  being  manifested  by  the  Moderator's  giving  to  the  delegates  the 
hand  of  fellowship. 

Article  6  -  Every  church  in  the  body  shall  be  entitled  to  representation. 

Article  7  -  Every  query  presented  by  any  church  shall  be  once  read,  and  on  a 
vote  of  a  majority,  shall  be  debated,  otherwise  it  shall  be  withdrawn. 
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Article  8  -  Every  motion  made  and  seconded  shall  be  considered  by  the 
Association,  unless  withdrawn  by  the  member  who  made  it. 

Article  9  -  This  Association  shall  endeavor  to  supply  the  churches  with  minutes 
of  its  proceedings. 

Article  10  -  There  shall  be  a  book  kept  in  which  the  proceedings  of  every 
Association  shall  be  regularly  recorded  by  the  Clerk,  who  shall  receive  a  suitable 
compensation  for  his  services. 

Article  1 1  -  The  minutes  shall  be  read,  and  if  need  be,  corrected  and  signed  by 
the  Moderator  and  Clerk  before  the  Association  rises. 

Article  12  -  The  Association  may  amend  or  alter  this  Constitution  when  deemed 
necessary  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

Article  13  -  The  Association  shall  have  the  right  - 

1st  -  To  inquire  into  the  cause  why  any  church  fails  at  any  time  to  be 
represented  in  the  Association. 

2nd  -  To  appoint  any  member  or  members  to  transact  the  legitimate  business  of 
the  body. 

3rd  -  To  admit  any  visiting  minister  it  may  deem  advisable  to  assist  in  the 
transaction  of  business. 

4th  -  To  adjourn  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place  they  may  think  most  for  the 
interest  of  this  body. 

The  Constitution  remained  unaltered  for  98  years,  until  1891.  That  year  the 
following  amendment  was  added  to  Article  13  -  "To  withdraw  fellowship  from  any 
church  that  retains  in  fellowship  members  who  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  or 
traffic  of  intoxicating  liquors."  The  reason  this  amendment  was  added  will  be  dealt 
with  in  the  overview  from  1875-1899,  under  the  section  "Distilleries  Brew  A 
Problem." 


2.  Articles  of  Faith 

As  a  new  Baptist  association  there  was  a  need  to  adopt  some  Articles  of  Faith 
that  clearly  declared  what  the  association  believed  and  where  they  stood 
Scripturally.  Articles  Of  Faith  were  usually  adopted  at  an  association's  first  or 
second  meeting.  Why  was  it  not  until  the  fourth  annual. session  that  "abstract 
principles,"  as  they  were  often  called,  were  adopted? 

As  we  have  seen,  the  association  was  made  up  of  both  Regular  and  Separate 
Baptists,  being  nominally  Regular.  As  a  branch  association  in  1788  they  had  voted 
to  disregard  this  distinction  and  simply  be  known  as  Baptists,  Baptists  striving 
together  to  evangelize  the  pioneer  settlers  with  the  Good  News  of  Christ.  In  order  to 
keep  this  unity  and  harmony  that  existed  in  the  association,  Articles  of  Faith  that 
could  be  agreed  upon  by  both  the  Separates  and  Regular  Baptists  was  needed. 

The  Regular  Baptists  thought  it  necessary  to  have  Articles  of  Faith  that  declared 
their  faith.  The  Separates,  on  the  other  hand,  were  not  as  keen  on  written 
confessions  of  faith.  They  felt  written  confessions  could  eventually  lead  to  dead 
orthodoxy  and  possibly  divert  one  from  the  Bible.  Thus,  the  explanation  for  the 
delay  in  adopting  Articles  of  Faith. 
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As  the  association  got  older,  though,  there  needed  to  be  some  written 
foundational  principles  which  declared  their  basic  beliefs.  Finally,  at  the  1793 
meeting  Articles  of  Faith  were  agreed  upon.  The  following  "abstract  Baptist 
principles"  were  widely  accepted  by  Baptists  in  general. 

1.  We  believe  in  only  one  true  and  living  God;  and  that  there  are  three  persons 
in  the  Godhead,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  We  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  are  the  Word  of 
God,  and  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

3.  We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  eternal  particular  election. 

4.  We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  original  sin. 

5.  We  believe  in  man's  impotency  to  recover  himself  from  the  fallen  state  he  is 
in  by  nature,  by  his  own  free  will  or  ability. 

6.  We  believe  that  sinners  are  justified  in  the  sight  of  God,  only  by  the  imputed 
righteousness  of  Christ. 

7.  We  believe  that  God's  elect  shall  be  called,  converted,  regenerated,  and 
sanctified  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

8.  We  believe  that  the  saints  shall  persevere  in  grace,  and  never  fall  finally  away. 

9.  We  believe  that  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are  ordinances  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  that  true  believers  are  the  subjects  of  these  ordinances  -  and  we  believe  that  the 
true  mode  of  baptism  is  by  immersion. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  a  general  judgment. 

11.  We  believe  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  will  be  everlasting,  and  the  joys  of 
the  righteous  will  be  eternal. 

12.  We  believe  that  no  ministers  have  a  right  to  the  administration  of  the 
ordinances,  only  such  as  are  regularly  called,  and  come  under  imposition  of  hands 
by  the  presbytery. 

Minutes  read,  "The  Articles  of  Faith  being  read  were  approved  and  ordered  to  be 
registered."  How  fitting  it  was  that  Rev.  Gano,  considered  by  most  to  be  "the 
Baptist"  of  that  day  and  whose  life  fleshed  out  all  that  the  Baptist  Articles  of  Faith 
declared,  be  present  and  presiding  as  Moderator  over  the  meeting  where  they  were 
adopted. 

The  only  article  of  faith  the  Separate  Baptists  would  have  contested  would  have 
been  the  third  one,  dealing  with  the  doctrine  of  election.  However,  the  confession 
of  faith  held  the  essential  truths  of  the  Gospel  and  the  doctrine  of  salvation  by 
Christ  alone.  Thus,  with  so  much  in  common,  both  the  Regular  and  Separates 
agreed  to  adopt  it  and  work  together  in  harmony  to  be  evangelistic  Baptist 
churches.  They  did  not  feel  any  differences  they  might  have  had  were  worth 
troubling  themselves  over.  (Baptists  today  can  learn  a  lesson  from  these  our 
ancestors  in  the  faith!) 


3.  Rules  of  Decorum 

As  a  new  and  growing  association,  there  was  also  a  need  for  some  guidelines 
on  how  the  associational  meetings  and  business  should  be  conducted.  These 
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guidelines,  called  Rules  of  Decorum,  insured  orderly  meetings,  especially  when 
"hot  topics"  were  being  addressed.  The  Rules  of  Decorum  they  adopted  at  the  1793 
meeting,  also  at  the  encouragement  of  Gano,  reads  as  follows  (Taken  from  the 
handwritten  1793  minutes,  they  were  at  times  extremely  difficult  to  decipher): 

1.  The  Association  shall  be  opened  and  closed  by  prayer. 

2.  The  letters  from  the  churches  shall  be  read,  and  the  names  of  the  delegates 
enrolled. 

3.  A  Moderator  and  Clerk  chosen  by  the  suffrages  of  the  members  present. 

4.  Only  one  member  shall  speak  at  a  time,  who  shall  rise  from  his  seat  and 
address  the  Moderator;  and  while  speaking  shall  not  be  interrupted  by  any  member, 
except  the  Moderator. 

5.  The  member  speaking  shall  strictly  adhere  to  the  subject  and  use  no  words 
calculated  to  irritate. 

6.  No  member  shall  abruptly  break  off  or  absent  himself,  without  leave  of  the 
Association. 

7.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  three  times  upon  one  subject,  without 
leave  of  the  Association. 

8.  No  member  shall  have  the  liberty  of  laughing  during  the  sitting  of  the 
Association,  nor  whispering  in  time  of  public  speech. 

9.  No  member  of  the  Association  shall  address  another  in  any  other  appellation 
but  that  of  brother. 

10.  The  Moderator  shall  not  interrupt  any  member  or  prohibit  him  from  speaking 
till  he  gives  his  light  on  the  subject,  unless  he  breaks  this  decorum. 

1 1.  The  names  of  the  several  members  of  the  Association  shall  be  called  by  the 
Clerk  as  often  as  the  Association  requires. 

12.  The  Moderator  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  another  member, 
provided  his  seat  be  filled;  and  he  shall  have  no  vote,  unless  the  Association,  be 
equally  divided. 

13.  Queries  presented  by  the  churches  shall  be  attended  to  by  the  Association. 

14.  Every  motion  made  and  seconded  shall  come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Association,  except  it  be  withdrawn  by  the  member  who  made  it. 

15.  Any  member  who  shall  wililngly  and  knowingly  break  any  of  these  rules, 
shall  be  reproved  by  the  Association,  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

The  Rules  of  Decorum  were  always  read  at  the  beginning  of  every  associational 
meeting. 


Growth 

functioning  in  order  and  harmony,  during  the  first  ten  years  eleven  new 
churches  joined  the  association.  The  churches  who  joined  during  this  time  were: 
1791  -  admitted  under  the  name  of  Dutchman's  Creek  was  Eaton's  Meeting  House, 
Davie  County;  Little  River,  Alexander  County;  1793  -  Forks  of  the  Yadkin,  Davie 
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County;  Bear  Creek,  Davie  County;  Cedar  Island.  Grayson  County,  Virginia;  Sinclair's 
Bottom,  Washington  County,  Virginia;  1794  -  Lewis  Fork,  Wilkes  County;  Cub  Creek, 
Wilkes  County;  Buffalo,  Wilkes  County;  Mulberry,  Wilkes  County;  and  1797  -  Middle 
Little  River,  Alexander  County. 

These  churches  were  directly  and  indirectly  organized  and  constituted  through 
the  unceasing  mission  labors  of  the  leaders  within  the  association.  (See 
Biographical  Sketches)  Also,  preaching  points  were  established  throughout  western 
North  Carolina,  where  circuit  preachers  would  stop  and  conduct  services.  These 
early  leaders'  quest  was  to  first  extend  the  borders  of  God's  Kingdom,  and  in  doing 
so  extend  the  influence  of  Christ  through  the  association.  Their  efforts  were 
productive  in  regard  to  both  objectives. 

The  Association  was  growing.  As  is  true  today,  some  churches  were  more  active 
than  others.  During  this  time,  the  most  churches  that  were  represented  with  seated 
delegates  at  any  one  annual  meeting  was  nineteen,  1794,  95,  96,  97.  However, 
though  it  is  hard  to  arrive  at  a  precise  number,  because  of  minutes  not  always 
listing  every  church  in  attendance,  during  the  association's  first  decade  about 
twenty-five  to  thirty-five  churches  had  either  some  dealings  with  or  were  members 
of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  These  churches  were  scattered  throughout  fifteen 
counties  of  North  Carolina  and  through  several  counties  of  Virginia. 

The  territory  of  the  association  covered  such  a  large  area,  that  in  1791  and  1792, 
two  sessions  were  held  a  year,  one  in  April  and  one  in  October.  Beginning  in  1793, 
the  association,  at  the  request  of  two  Virginia  churches  and  in  an  effort  to  try  to 
function  effectively  and  to  be  of  benefit  to  all  the  churches,  three  quarterly  meetings 
were  held.  These  meetings  were  in  addition  to  the  yearly  associational  meeting. 
Seeking  to  involve  all  the  churches,  one  quarterly  meeting  was  held  in  the  western 
district,  one  in  the  middle  district,  and  one  in  the  eastern  district. 

These  meetings  served  as  a  time  for  preaching,  fellowship,  communion,  but  all 
business  was  restricted  to  the  annual  meetings.  These  quarterly  meetings  continued 
through  the  1794-1795  year,  but  none  were  held  thereafter.  It  was  recognized  the 
area  covered  by  the  association  was  too  large  to  function  effectively  and  equally 
beneficial  to  all  churches.  The  time  for  a  division  of  the  territory  was  proving 
inevitable. 


Division 

At  the  October  1797  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Beaver  Creek  in  Wilkes  County,  it 
was  voted  to  divide  the  association.  Minutes  read: 

On  request  for  a  division  of  this  Association  it  is  hereby  agreed 
that  this  association  be  divided  into  two  distinct  associations  and 
the  boundaries  between  them  be  as  follows:  the  upper  district  to 
be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Mountain  Association  .  . ." 
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Ten  churches  from  the  Yadkin  Association  were  dismissed  to  become  charter 
members  of  the  Mountain  Association,  which  first  met  in  August  of  1798.  The 
churches  dismissed  were:  New  River,  North  Fork  of  the  New  River,  Fish  River,  South 
Fork  of  Roaring  River,  Beaver  Creek,  Head  of  Yadkin,  Cedar  Island,  Three  Forks,  Rye 
Valley,  and  Sinclair's  Bottom.  All  of  these  churches  were  in  North  Carolina,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  two,  which  were,  in  Virginia. 

The  Mountain  Association,  the  sixth  formed  in  the  state,  eventually  covered  the 
territory  of  present  day  counties  of  Watauga,  Ashe,  and  Alelghany,  with  the  Blue 
Ridge  Mountains  the  dividing  line.  Beginning  with  ten  churches  from  the  Yadkin 
Association,  the  association  grew  as  it  was  meeting  a  need  for  the  churches  in  that 
part  of  the  state.  However,  during  the  1830's,  the  Mountain  Association  became 
anti-missionary. 

Though  the  Yadkin  Association  had  been  divided,  it  still  covered  a  vast  area, 
over  half  of  western  North  Carolina.  In  time,  sixteen  more  associations  would  come 
from  this  territory.  From  the  original  territory  occupied  by  the  association,  thirty-one 
associations  were  eventually  formed.  (See  Divisions  and  Sub-Divisions — Appendix 
H).  The  association  would  not  suffer  further  loss  from  territorial  division  until  1822. 

As  the  18th  century  was  drawing  to  a  close,  the  association's  territory  and 
number  of  churches  had  diminished.  In  1798  fourteen  churches  are  listed  at  the 
annual  meeting.  In  1799,  losing  more  churches  to  the  Mountain  Association,  plus 
the  fact  that  for  various  reasons  some  member  churches  did  not  attend  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  the  18th  century,  only  six  churches  are  listed  as  having  elected 
delegates.  Though  representatives  from  other  churches  were  present,  the  six 
churches  with  seated  delegates  at  Abbott's  Creek  Church  in  Rowan  County  were: 
Cub  Creek,  Timber  Ridge,  Forks  of  Yadkin,  Bear  Creek,  Jersey  Church,  and  Eaton's 
Meeting. 

Not  to  confuse  the  1799  numbers  as  the  criteria  for  effectiveness  and  influence, 
the  Yadkin  Association  was  strong,  stable,  mature,  and  influential  as  the  18th 
century  drew  closer  to  becoming  history.  As  it  stood  on  the  threshold  of  the  19th 
century,  it  did  so  with  anticipation. 

Yes,  the  association's  first  ten  years  were  years  of  growth,  division,  and  change. 
But  they  were  also  a  decade  of  productiveness,  influence,  and  fruitfulness. 
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IV 


1800-1899 


Spanning  the  19th  Century 
for  Christ 


To  Join  or  Not  to  Join 
1800-1824 

As  the  19th  century  burst  upon  the  horizon  like  the  morning  sun,  the  new 
century  ahead  held  great  promise  and  opportunities  for  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association.  The  future  was  bright  and  filled  with  expectancy.  The  first  ten  years 
saw  fruitful  growth  and  then  division.  The  first  twenty-five  years  of  the  19th  century 
would  see  the  same. 


Territory  Of  The  Association 

At  the  first  associational  meeting  of  the  new  century,  1800,  held  at  Eaton's 
Meeting  House,  fourteen  churches  were  represented:  Bear  Creek,  Davie;  Catawba, 
Caldwell;  Timber  Ridge,  Rowan;  Forks  of  the  Yadkin,  Davie;  Cub  Creek,  Wilkes; 
Grassy  Knob,  Iredell;  Brier  Creek,  Wilkes;  Eaton's  Meeting,  Davie;  Roaring  River, 
Wilkes;  and  Hunting  Creek,  Surry.  Location  of  these  churches  reveal  the  association 
still  covered  a  vast  area. 

In  1800  the  association  embraced  approximately  the  same  area  as  the  present 
day  counties  of  Rowan,  Surry,  Burke,  Wilkes,  Iredell,  Stokes,  Ashe,  Davidson,  Davie, 
Caldwell,  Catawba,  Forsyth,  Yadkin,  and  Alleghany.  Sixteen  associations  would 
eventually  come  from  this  area. 

The  association's  size  was  still  too  large  for  it  to  be  truly  effective  for  all  the 
churches  within  its  bounds.  In  1806,  "a  petition  from  Jersey  Settlement,  Eaton's, 
Fork,  and  New  Providence  churches,  seeking  a  division  of  the  association  was 
taken  up  and  debated  and  on  motion  referred  till  the  next  (session)." 

In  1807  the  matter  was  debated  again,  but  referred  until  the  1808  meeting.  At  the 
1808  session,  "reference  of  the  last  meeting  respecting  division  of  the  association 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to  postpone  indefinitely."  It  was  recognized  that  the  need 
to  divide  again  existed,  but  the  division  would  not  occur  until  fourteen  years  later. 


Passing  The  Baton 

As  the  association  reached  the  end  of  the  first  decade  of  the  19th  century,  there 
was  a  changing  of  the  guard  occurring.  Most  of  the  founding  fathers  of  the 
association  had  either  moved  on  to  do  work  elsewhere,  had  taken  their  flight  to 
heaven,  or  were  approaching  advanced  ages.  William  Cook  and  Joseph  Murphy 
were  still  around,  but  they  had  begun  to  pass  the  spiritual  baton  they  had  carried  so 
faithfully,  into  the  hands  of  men  whom  were  equally  dedicated  and  capable. 

Receiving  the  baton  to  continue  advancing  the  cause  of  Christ,  were  such 
notable  and  able  ministers  as:  William  Dotson,  Moderator  1806,  1809-10;  Brumley 
Cooker,  Moderator  1811-1817,  except  1814;  William  Brittain,  Moderator  1818-1823; 
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and  Richard  Cunningham,  Moderator  in  1814  and  leader  of  numerous  committees. 
The  leadership,  abilities,  and  influence  of  these  men,  help  guide  the  association  to 
growth  and  through  important  and  crucial  decisions  that  would  chart  its  future 
course. 

Arguably,  one  of  the  most  gifted 
of  the  above-mentioned  men,  was 
William  Martin  Brittain  (cl774-1850). 
He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
speaking  ability.  Coming  to  Christ  at 
Flat  Rock  Church  in  August  of  1809, 
church  minutes  state  he  was  "a 
young  man  of  much  promise." 
Ordained  to  the  ministry  in  December 
of  1809,  he  became  an  assistant  to 
his  pastor,  William  Cook.  He  gained 
valuable  experience  as  he  worked  for 
three  years  along  side  the  aged 
servant  of  God. 

Upon  Cook's  death  in  1812  at  age 
74,  Brittain  succeeded  him  as  pastor 
of  Flat  Rock.  Like  Cook,  his  unique 
ability  and  desire  to  spread  the 
Gospel  were  felt  much  in  the  associ- 
ation. He  possessed  a  missionary 
spirit  that  was  mirrored  in  the  ex- 
ample of  his  life.  Serving  as  Moderator 
(1818-1823)  in  those  critical  years  of 
deciding  whether  or  not  the  Yadkin 
Association  would  support  the  newly 
formed  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
he  would  help  guide  them  in  the 
proper  direction. 

He  is  last  mentioned  in  associational  minutes  in  1824,  where  he  is  found  doing 
what  he  so  eloquently  did  best — preaching.  Leaving  the  Yadkin  Association  he,  his 
wife  Rosanna  (married  March  15,  1802),  and  their  ten  children  moved  to  Alabama, 
later  Arkansas,  and  in  1834  headed  toward  Texas.  (His  wife,  the  former  Rosanna 
Wright  (1784-1856),  was  a  great-great-granddaughter  of  John  Washington  (1632- 
1677),  who  was  the  great-grandfather  of  George  Washington.  For  information 
regarding  her  father,  John  Wright  III,  refer  to  'Biographical  Sketches.') 

Settling  in  Hamilton,  Texas,  Brittain  built  a  house  where  one  room  was  used  for 
a  classroom  where  he  taught  school  and  also  used  as  a  church  where  he  preached. 
According  to  an  undated  issue  of  an  East  Texas  Historical  Journal,  "He  is  believed 
by  many  to  have  been  the  first  Baptist  minister  to  preach  in  Texas."  The  influence  of 
Christ  through  one  who  was  a  product  of  the  Yadkin  Association  had  pioneered 
into  new  territory. 


A  sketch  of  Rev.  William  Martin 
Brittain  by  David  Mason  of  Rockford, 
NC.  Reproduced  from  the  only  known 
sketch  of  him  as  found  in  an  undated 
issue  of  an  "East  Texas  Historical 
Journal." 
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In  Texas  he  lived  and  labored  until  his  death  on  September  16,  1850  at  age  76. 
Also  a  farmer,  at  his  death  he  freed  his  slaves,  leaving  each  a  small  tract  of  land  to 
live  on.  An  example  for  Christ  in  his  life,  even  at  his  death  he  was  like  the  Master  he 
served,  who  at  His  death  offered  freedom  to  all  who  are  slaves  to  sin,  providing 
each  with  an  eternal  Tract  of  Land. 

The  association  was  fortunate  to  have  had  such  a  man  in  their  midst.  In  his  last 
sermon  in  1824  before  the  Yadkin  associational  body,  he  no  doubt  challenged  his 
hearers  to  not  rest  upon  their  laurels  of  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  the  19th 
century,  but  to  continue  to  be  an  association  that  is  spiritually  expanding  and 
growing.  And  growing  pains  the  association  did  experience. 


Growing  Pains 

The  discussions  that  had  occurred  over  dividing  the  association  a  second  time, 
was  the  result  of  growing  pains.  A  good  problem  to  have!  The  first  25  years  of  the 
19th  century  saw  at  least  eighteen  new  churches  join  the  association. 

From  what  can  be  gleaned  from  the  minutes,  these  churches  and  their  locations 
were:  1802,  New  Hope,  Iredell;  1805,  Cool  Springs,  Wilkes;  Deep  Creek,  Surry;  New 
Providence,  Surry;  1806,  Salem,  Buncombe;  1809,  Island  Ford,  Surry;  1811,  Double 
Creek,  Wilkes;  1813,  Muddy  Creek,  Davidson;  1815,  Bethel,  Wilkes;  Zion  Hill,  Wilkes; 
1816,  Union,  Caldwell;  1821,  Franklin,  Surry;  Mitchell's  River,  Surry;  Society,  Iredell; 
1822,  Second  Creek,  Rowan;  Snow  Creek,  Iredell;  Fishing  Creek,  Wilkes;  1823,  Lewis, 
Wilkes. 

Of  course,  during  this  twenty-five  year  period,  some  of  the  churches  within  the 
association  were  lost  to  other  associations  (namely  the  Jersey  Church  in  Davidson 
County,  a  charter  member,  to  the  Pee  Dee  Association  in  1818),  and  some  became 
inactive.  Nevertheless,  the  association  had  in  the  neighborhood  of  thirty  or  more 
churches  under  her  wings  at  different  times  during  this  period. 


An  Advisory  Council 

At  the  first  branch  meeting  in  1786,  it  was  voted  upon  that  the  association  would 
function  as  an  advisory  council  to  its  member  churches.  The  minutes  reveal  it  did 
just  that.  It  was  often  called  upon  to  settle  disputes  within  the  churches,  to 
investigate  questionable  doctrines  held  by  a  church,  or  to  seek  reconciliation 
between  a  divided  brother  or  sister.  A  few  examples  are  cited. 

In  1804  delegates  from  the  Little  Yadkin  Church,  Surry  County,  sought  a  seat  in 
the  meeting.  Minutes  state,  "Having  reason  to  doubt  whether  said  church  is  in  good 
standing,  it  is  agreed  that  a  committee  of  three  ordained  ministers  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  all  the  things  relative  to  the  present  and  former  state." 

Exactly  what  the  problem  was,  is  not  clearly  stated,  but  it  seems  to  have  been  on 
matters  pertaining  to  doctrine.  Having  had  problems  and  grievances  with  the 
church  in  the  past,  the  problem  could  never  seem  to  be  resolved.  Finally,  in  1807 
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"Little  Yadkin  was  taken  into  consideration  and  said  church  was  dismissed"  from 
the  association. 

In  1809,  New  Providence  Church,  Surry  County,  was  "considered  in  a  state  of 
disorder  as  there  were  matters  of  difficulties  among  them."  The  difficulty  seems  to 
have  been  various  disputes  with  and  within  the  church. 

A  committee  from  the  association  was  "elected  to  investigate"  the  matter.  They 
labored  for  four  years,  1809-1812,  trying  to  resolve  the  conflict.  They  visited  the 
church  and  heard  both  sides,  seeking  to  bring  union.  In  181 1  the  conflict  seemed  to 
have  ended  as  "they  made  a  recantation  of  their  disorder  and  were  received  into 
union."  However,  the  old  problem  soon  resurfaced,  and,  sadly,  the  church 
eventually  was  dissolved. 

The  association  not  only  sought  to  function  as  an  advisory  council  when 
problems  within  churches  arose,  but  minutes  reveal  they  also  sought  to  bring 
reconciliation  about  when  a  brother  "fell-out"  with  another  brother.  Once  when  a 
fellow  brother  had  ought  against  Rev.  Joseph  Murphy,  a  committee  was  elected  to 
seek  to  bring  "union"  between  the  two.  The  breach  was  soon  bridged,  and  "the 
committee  was  dismissed." 

When  a  member  church  did  not  show  up  for  the  annual  meeting,  a  committee 
would  visit  the  church  to  inquire  the  reason  why.  As  two  examples,  in  1803  "it  was 
ordered  that  Bros.  Whitehead  and  Cook  go  visit  Grassy  Knob  church  and  inquire 
why  said  church  failed  to  be  represented."  In  1816,  "Elders  were  appointed  to  see 
why  Salem  Church  failed  to  be  represented  at  the  meeting." 

The  association  encouraged  the  member  churches  to  be  present  if  possible,  and 
if  there  was  some  difficulty  or  problem,  it  sought  to  resolve  it  before  it  got  any 
worse.  However,  most  of  the  time  if  a  church  did  not  attend  an  annual  meeting,  the 
reason  usually  was  because  of  the  travel  distance  involved.  The  association,  i 
though,  cared  and  was  concerned  enough  to  let  the  absent  churches  know  they 
were  missed. 

Functioning  as  an  Advisory  Council,  numerous  queries  were  also  submitted  to 
the  association  for  consideration  and  answers.  Queries  will  not  be  dealt  with  here, 
as  Appendix  F  is  devoted  to  this  subject. 


Promoters  Of  Harmony 

The  association  sought  and  desired  to  function  in  harmony  and  union.  By  doing 
so  it  was  able  to  be  a  better  witness  to  those  about  them.  As  well,  energy  could  be 
spent  on  getting  out  the  Gospel,  instead  of  resolving  difficulties. 

In  1813,  to  help  further  promote  unity  and  communication  among  the 
associational  churches,  it  was  voted  to  have  a  yearly  meeting  devoted  to  fellowship, 
preaching,  and  partaking  together  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  "It  was  agreed  to  have  a 
yearly  General  Meeting  be  appointed  in  the  bounds  of  the  Association  on  the  first 
Saturday  in  August  in  every  year,  and  to  continue  three  days  each.  That  it  be 
considered  a  Communion  season  and  the  church  where  the  meeting  may  be  held 
to  prepare  the  elements." 
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With  communication  slow,  this  meeting  enabled  leaders  within  the  association, 
to  keep  abreast  of  member  churches'  well  being  between  annual  meetings,  which 
were  held  in  October.  As  well,  it  provided  the  opportunity  for  fellowship  and 
worship,  without  the  discussion  of  business. 


A  Call  To  Missions 

In  1813  "on  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  this  association  take  undue  consideration 
whether  we  shall  fall  in  with  the  measures  of  the  Baptist  General  Meeting  of 
Correspondence."  This  organization  was  the  first  state-wide  Baptist  organization 
that  sought  to  devise  a  general  plan  for  the  support  of  missions.  Its  purpose  was  to 
secure  more  perfect  cooperation  among  Baptists,  and  to  promote  the  interests  of 
missions  and  the  spread  of  the  Gospel. 

Its  idea  was  born  out  of  a  desire  to  unite  North  Carolina  Baptists  in  an  organized 
body,  in  an  effort  to  be  more  effective  state-wide.  This  General  Meeting,  first 
proposed  in  1809,  invited  all  ten  associations  in  North  Carolina  to  join  it. 

In  1814  the  association  voted  to  send  "Brethren  Cunningham  and  Britton  [sic]" 
to  attend  their  meeting  "for  the  purpose  of  visiting  that  body  and  collect  information 
respecting  that  institution."  In  1815  delegates  were  appointed,  again,  to  attend  "the 
General  Meeting  of  Correspondence  and  collect  information." 

While  some  associations  joined  the  General  Meeting  of  Correspondence,  there 
I  was  considerable  uneasiness  manifested  in  some  of  the  associations  over  this  new 
J  concept.  The  reason?  It  was  feared  such  organizations  might  usurp  authority  be- 
:  longing  to  the  associations  or  to  the  churches.  Such  seemed  to  be  the  case  with  the 
,  Yadkin  Association. 

\  Though  the  association  appointed  delegates  to  attend  two  of  their  meetings, 
they  never  did  become  a  supportive  member.  Their  reason  for  not  becoming 
b  members  was  not  because  they  did  not  believe  in  being  supportive  of  missions — 
IS  for  they  had  been  mission  minded  since  their  formation — but  because,  as  just 
stated,  they  feared  such  organizations  might  usurp  the  authority  of  the  churches  or 
the  association.  However,  the  Baptist  General  Meeting  of  Correspondence 
eventually  evolved  into  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  (1830),  of 
which  the  association  voted  in  1831  to  lend  their  full  and  active  support. 

In  1816  the  association,  meeting  at  Beaver  Creek  in  Wilkes  County,  was  issued  a 

^call  to  support  another  mission  organization,  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

^Organized  in  Philadelphia  in  May  of   1814,  it  was  the  first  nationwide  Baptist 

organization  that  sought  to  unite  Baptists  all  over  the  United  States  in  the  mission 

I  '.endeavor. 

i,|;  The  1816  minutes  read,  "On  motion  agreed  that  a  select  Committee  be 
j [(appointed  to  take  in  consideration  and  examine  the  first  and  second  annual  reports 
it'pf  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Committee,  Benjamin  Martin,  William 
e  {Petty,  Jr.,  E.  Frank,  and  Thomas  Wright  comprise  that  committee." 

It  was  decided  to  keep  in  communication  with  the  Board  and  after  full 
:onsideration  it  would  be  decided  upon  whether  to  support  them  or  not.  Two  years 
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later,  in  1818,  the  association  sent  its  first  offering  to  them,  $6.96.  It  was  "sent  to  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  as  a  compliment  for  the  attention  that  body  has 
manifested  in  sending  (us)  their  annual  reports." 

At  the  1819  meeting  held  at  Flat  Rock,  with  William  Brittain  serving  as 
Moderator,  amongst  "a  very  crowded  congregation,"  the  association  voted  to  give 
their  full  support  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  which  in  1817  had  expanded  to  also 
include  Home  (Domestic)  Missions  as  part  of  their  endeavors.  The  minutes  read: 

Your  committee  has  impartially  investigated  the  Baptist  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  and  find  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations  that  it 
would  be  expedient  for  this  Association  to  lend  their  aid  in 
supporting  of  a  domestic  mission  for  the  purpose  of  propagating 
the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen  in  the  western  parts  of  our 
government  and  that  such  funds  as  may  be  raised  for  that  purpose 
be  conveyed  to  the  secretary  or  treasurer  of  the  Baptist  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions. 

How  appropriate  the  association's  1819  decision  to  support  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  occur  at  Flat  Rock  Church.  For  it  was  at  Flat  Rock,  the  site  of  the  first  branch 
meeting  in  1786,  that  the  idea  of  an  association  being  formed  that  could  unite 
churches  in  western  North  Carolina  to  reach  out  more  effectively  for  Christ,  first 
manifested  itself.  As  well,  Rev.  William  Petty,  Jr.,  whose  mission  minded  father  was 
instrumental  in  helping  form  the  association,  was  one  of  four  men  who  served  on 
the  first  Associational  Foreign  Mission  Committee. 

The  churches  were  cooperative  and  liberal  in  their  mission  giving.  The  next 
year,  1820,  it  was  reported  that  $14.70  was  given  for  the  support  of  domestic 
missions.  As  that  meeting  closed,  another  $28.50  was  collected. 

However,  not  all  churches  in  the  association  were  supportive  of  giving  to 
missions.  In  1819,  Deep  Creek  Baptist  was  refused  a  seat  at  the  annual  meeting, 
presumably  over  their  increasingly  anti-mission  stance.  The  church  became  more 
and  more  anti-missionary,  and  in  1832  joined  a  Primitive  Baptist  Association. 

The  association's  attitude  toward  foreign  mission  emphasis  and  giving,  that  was 
clearly  manifested  in  1819  and  1820,  has  continued  to  exist  until  this  day. 


Division 

As  the  1821  Annual  Meeting  convened  at  Cool  Springs  in  Wilkes  County,  20 
churches  were  represented  at  what  minutes  recorded  as  being  "a  very  orderly  and 
crowded  congregation."  The  twenty  churches  reported  a  total  membership  among 
them  of  963.  It  was  becoming  clear  that  growth  necessitated  that  the  association  be 
divided. 

At  the  1822  meeting,  held  at  Bear  Creek,  "a  committee  was  elected  to  inquire 
into  dividing  the  association."  After  study,  "it  was  agreed  that  the  following  named 
churches  be  dismissed  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  new  association:"  Bethel,  Brie. 


64 


Creek,  Cool  Springs,  Fishing  Creek,  Roaring  River,  Snow  Creek,  Zion  Hill— all  in 
Wilkes  County;  Franklin  and  Mitchell's  River  in  Surry  County;  and  Little  River  in 
Alexander  County.  The  new  association  was  named  Brier  Creek.  The  territory  it 
covered  was  basically  the  southeastern  corner  of  Wilkes  County. 

Though  the  Yadkin  Association  had  been  divided  again,  it  was  still  strong  and 
vibrant.  Thirteen  churches  were  represented  at  the  1823  and  1824  meetings.  The 
churches  in  1824  reported  a  total  membership  of  633  members.  Those  with  their 
reported  membership  were: 


New  Hope 

29 

Bear  Creek 

62 

Deep  Creek 

62 

Muddy  Creek 

18 

Fork  Church 

40 

Eaton's 

43 

Flat  Rock 

110 

Grassy  Knob 

66 

Lewis 

10 

Second  Creek 

23 

Union 

92 

Island  Ford 

44 

Society 

34 

As  the  first  twenty  five  years  of  the  19th  came  to  a  close,  the  34th  year  of  the 
association  as  an  independent  body,  it  did  so  with  the  association  encouraging 
churches  to  give  to  "domestic  (home)  missions."  Those  gathered  pledged  their 
support. 

Giving  to  missions.  The  need  to  do  so  will  continue  until  Christ  returns. 


Problems  and  Progress 
1825-1849 

As  the  association  entered  the  second  quarter  of  a  century  of  the  19th  century, 
it  would  prove  to  be  an  eventful  and  full  twenty-five  years.  Some  momentous  events 
would  occur  that  proved  to  be  rather  notable  in  the  history  of  the  association. 

Dealing  With  Misunderstanding 

While  this  period  was  a  significant  time  in  the  life  of  the  association,  much  time 
was  spent  the  last  four  years  of  the  1820's  seeking  to  resolve  a  misunderstanding 
that  had  occurred.  Because  means  of  communication  were  poor  in  those  days,  plus 
because  of  the  lack  of  proper  communication,  this  misunderstanding  lingered  on 
longer  than  it  should  have.  As  a  result  valuable  energy  and  time  were  spent  seeking 
to  resolve  a  conflict  that  could  have  been  used  in  evangelistic  pursuits.  That  is  a 
ploy  our  Adversary  still  uses  today  to  divert  workers  in  the  Kingdom,  is  it  not? 

Just  what  was  this  misunderstanding? 
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It  was  customary  for  the  Yadkin  Association  to  correspond  and  send 
messengers  to  neighboring  associational  meetings,  and  visa  versa,  in  an  effort  to 
maintain  good  fellowship  and  a  cooperative  spirit  between  them.  In  1825  the  Brier 
Creek  Association  accused  Rev.  John  Angel  (cl757-cl843),  at  that  time  Eaton's 
pastor,  of  committing  "a  falsehood"  concerning  an  associational  matter.  This 
created  friction  between  the  two  neighboring  associations. 

The  problem  was  more  of  a  misunderstanding  between  the  two,  made  worse  by 
poor  communications.  For  almost  four  years  most  of  the  minutes  are  occupied  with 
this  problem.  The  tension  that  existed  between  the  two  associations  can  be  sensed 
as  one  reads  the  minutes. 

In  an  effort  to  resolve  the  issue  that  had  lingered  on  too  long,  and  that  was 
taking  valuable  time  away  from  more  important  matters,  in  1827  "a  joint  committee" 
from  both  associations  met  to  resolve  the  matter.  Some  headway  was  made,  but  the 
matter  was  not  disposed  of  entirely. 

In  1828  with  the  matter  still  simmering,  Yadkin  Associational  minutes  state  that 
it  was  their  desire  "to  work  together  in  love  and  to  remove  difficulties  and  come  to 
an  amiable  solution  and  live  in  peace.  To  use  our  endeavors  for  a  reconciliation 
between  the  two  associations,  that  we  might  continue  that  brotherly  correspondence 
which  formerly  existed." 

Recognizing  they  both  contributed  to  the  difficulty,  forgiveness  was  extended 
and  received  from  both  sides,  and  "that  brotherly  correspondence  which  formerly 
existed"  was  restored.  With  the  matter  resolved  and  behind  them,  both  associations 
could  return  to  devoting  their  time  and  energy  to  more  urgent  issues  facing  them. 
Can  Christians  today  not  learn  a  lesson  from  this  incident? 

With  the  issue  buried,  tension  at  the  1829  Annual  Meeting,  held  at  Eaton's 
Meeting  House,  had  disappeared.  Minutes  read,  "The  brethren  chosen  to  preach, 
met  a  large  congregation.  A  good  deal  of  religious  excitement  was  manifested  by 
the  serious  appearance  of  many  and  we  hope  much  good  was  done."  With  renewed 
spiritual  vitality,  the  association  would  be  better  able  to  face  some  of  the  important 
matters  that  they  would  soon  encounter. 


Supporters  Of  The  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina 

When  the  40th  Annual  Session  met  in  1830  at  Cross  Roads  Church  (now 
Courtney),  eleven  churches  gathered  that  October.  The  association  was  stable  and 
had  been  supporting  the  Baptist  Foreign  and  Domestic  Mission  boards.  But  one 
could  hear  a  buzz  throughout  the  meeting  house  as  discussion  abounded  over  an 
event  that  had  taken  place  in  Greenville,  North  Carolina,  in  March  of  that  year — the 
forming  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  which  sought  to  promote 
missions,  education,  and  other  benevolent  ministries. 

Would  the  Yadkin  Association  support  this  new  endeavor?  They  had  failed  a  few 
years  earlier  to  support  the  convention's  forerunner,  the  Baptist  General  Meeting  of 
Correspondence.  The  Convention  was  in  such  an  early  stage  that  a  motion 
concerning  whether  to  support  it  or  not  did  not  even  come  before  the  floor  in  1830. 


66 


Knowing  the  issue  would  have  to  be  faced  head  on  the  next  associational  meeting, 
as  the  1830  meeting  closed,  "it  was  agreed  that  Saturday  before  the  first  Saturday  in 
November  be  sat  apart  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  among  the  churches  of  this 
Association." 

When  the  association  met  at  Rat  Rock  in  October  of  1831,  they: 

Resolved  that  this  Association  correspond  their  friendly  feeling 
toward  efforts  taken  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina  for  the  more  general  spread  of  the  Gospel. 

In  August  of  1832,  the  association  sent  its  first  delegates  to  attend  the 
Convention,  held  at  Reeve's  Meeting  House  in  Chatham  County.  The  delegates  were 
John  Angel,  pastor  of  Flat  Rock,  and  Thomas  Wright,  the  Associational  Clerk.  The 
association  gave  $5.25,  which  went  for  the  support  of  both  home  and  foreign 
missions. 

The  Yadkin  Association's  decision  to  support  the  Convention  was  not  the  course 
all  associations  took.  In  its  support  of  the  State  Convention,  they  had  to  weather  the 
storm  of  anti-missionary  forces  that  were  strong  in  the  1830's.  At  the  1832 
associational  meeting  held  at  Forks  Meeting  House  in  Davie  County,  they  received  a 
letter  from  a  neighboring  association  which  minutes  record: 

A  letter  was  presented  from  Abbott's  Creek  Association  stating  that 
they  were  opposed  to  those  institutions  of  the  day  including  the 
State  Convention's  Sabbath  Schools,  Bible  Society  and  that  they 
were  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God  and  if  we  concurred  with  them 
in  this  opinion,  they  not  be  supported. 

After  discussing  the  letter,  which  stated  clearly  its  stance,  minutes  read:  "which 
being  read  was  unanimously  rejected."  Minutes  reveal  the  two  associations  no 
longer  corresonded  after  that.  The  Yadkin  Association  had  taken  its  stance,  and  it 
has  proven  to  have  been  the  proper  one. 

While  several  associations  became  anti-missionary  in  the  1830's,  the  movement 
even  found  lodging  in  some  of  the  churches  of  the  Yadkin  Association,  most 
specifically  the  Deep  Creek  Church.  As  stated  elsewhere,  they  had  been  refused  a 
seat  at  the  annual  meeting  in  1819,  presumably  for  their  anti-mission  doctrine.  As 
the  years  progressed,  they  became  increasingly  more  anti-missionary. 

After  the  association  had  voted  to  support  the  Convention,  had  sent  delegates  to 
their  meeting,  and  even  contributed  money;  in  1833  minutes  read  that  Deep  Creek 
"schismatically  rent  from  us  ...  we  therefore  unanimously  excluded  her  from  our 
fellowship."  They  joined  the  Fisher's  River  Association,  which  was  Primitive  Baptist. 
In  time  the  church  split,  and  for  all  practical  purposes  ceased  to  exist. 

How  fortunate  was  the  association  to  have  had  as  Moderator  during  the  anti- 
missionary  controversy,  the  able  leader  Joseph  Pickler  (1775-1840).  He  served  as 
associational  moderator  from  1825-1838,  fourteen  years. 
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Pickler  was  pastor  of  Fork  Church  in  Davie  County  from  1815  until  his  death  on 
May  24,  1840,  at  age  65.  The  church  had  been  a  member  of  the  association  since 
1793,  but  anti-missionary  traits  began  to  creep  into  the  church  in  the  early  1830's. 
As  their  pastor,  he  held  the  church  steady  through  the  battle. 

The  turning  point  for  the  Fork  Church  came  in  1835,  when  Pickler  attended  the 
State  Convention  Annual  Meeting  being  held  that  year  at  Union  Camp  Ground, 
about  eight  miles  from  the  present  town  of  Mocksville  in  Davie  County.  At  the 
Convention  his  soul  caught  a  greater  vision  and  burden  for  missions.  Upon 
returning  to  his  church,  he  shared  with  them,  through  tear  stained  eyes,  what  he 
had  heard  and  experienced.  Catching  their  pastor's  vision,  they  took  a  stance  for 
missions,  and  were  saved  for  the  denomination  and  the  association. 

With  Pickler  as  Moderator,  at  the  October,  1836,  associational  meeting  held  at 
Grassy  Knob,  they  voted  to  reaffirm  their  support  for  the  work  of  the  State 
Convention.  They  "resolved  that  this  Association  still  approves  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention." 

Reaffirming  their  support,  the  association  had  firmly  cast  their  lot  with  the 
mission  movement.  As  a  result  of  their  cooperative  and  supportive  attitude  toward 
the  Convention,  one  of  its  leaders,  Elder  Samuel  Wait,  stated  in  1838,  "Brier  Creek 
and  the  Yadkin  associations  have  since  our  last  meeting  taken  the  most  friendly 
notice  of  the  Convention  and  resolved  to  give  us  aid." 

Records  of  the  State  Convention  in  1838  report  churches  and  individuals  from 
the  Yadkin  Association  made  contributions  close  to  $40.00.  That  amount  increased 
steadily  each  year,  when  in  1848  they  are  found  contributing  $180.70.  Such  support 
of  the  Convention  has  not  ceased  to  exist  until  this  day. 


And  The  Lord  Added 

During  this  twenty-five  year  period,  1825-49,  ten  churches  joined  the  association. 
They  were:  1835-Cross  Roads,  now  Courtney  in  Yadkin  County;  1836-New  Union, 
Iredell;  Powder  Springs,  Iredell;  Reece's,  now  Boonville  Baptist  in  Yadkin  County; 
1837-Swaim's,  now  Yadkin  County;  1839-Damascus,  Iredell;  1841 -Sandy  Springs, 
Iredell;  Mount  Vernon,  Iredell;  1848-Rockford,  Surry;  Mount  Gilead,  now  East  Bend 
Baptist  in  Yadkin  County.  Of  these  ten  churches,  Courtney,  Boonville,  Sandy  Springs, 
Swaim's,  and  East  Bend  are  still  part  of  the  association  at  this  writing. 

Though  gaining  ten  churches,  it  lost  at  least  seven  to  either  other  associations 
or  over  the  mission  question.  Those  churches  were:  1825  -  Union,  Caldwell;  Lewis 
Fork,  Wilkes;  1831  -  Second  Creek,  Rowan;  1833  -  Deep  Creek,  Yadkin;  1837  -  Muddy 
Creek,  Davidson;  1846  -  New  Union,  Iredell;  and  1847  -  Double  Creek,  Wilkes.  While 
these  churches  may  have  been  lost  for  one  reason  or  another,  they  were  replaced, 
by  arid  large,  with  strong  stable  churches  that  would  be  active  participants  in  the 
association. 
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Celebrating  Fifty  Years  For  Christ 

As  the  association  headed  for  its  golden  anniversary,  it  was  spiritually  healthy 
and  vibrant.  When  the  1839  meeting  convened  at  Cross  Roads  Church,  fourteen 
churches  were  represented.  At  the  meeting  the  association  reaffirmed  the  beliefs  of 
the  association's  founding  fathers,  as  they  voted  to  adopt,  again,  the  same  Articles 
of  Faith  and  Rules  of  Decorum  first  adopted  in  1793. 

Of  the  1839  associational  meeting,  there  is  a  letter  found  in  the  November  2, 
1839,  issue  of  the  "Biblical  Recorder,"  describing  the  meeting.  Written  by  a  Peter 
Owen,  it  was  addressed  to  Thomas  Meredith,  the  Editor  and  founder  of  the 
"Recorder," 

Brother  Meredith, 

I  will  inform  you  that  I  attended  the  Brier  Creek  and  the  Yadkin 
Associations;  one  which  was  held  in  last  month,  and  the  other  in 
the  present  month.  Both  were  held  in  the  County  of  Surry,  and  were 
very  interesting.  At  both  meetings  Christians  were  made  to  rejoice, 
while  living  waters  were  applied  to  the  thirsty  lives  of  the  weary 
and  sundry  persons  at  each  meeting  were  enabled  to  rejoice  in 
hope  of  the  glory  of  God,  while  some  of  the  hardened  seemed  to 
be  brought  down  into  the  valley  of  humility.  Toward  the  close  of 
the  meeting  at  the  Yadkin  Association,  1  heard  different  persons 
remarking  that  it  was  a  meeting  of  the  most  interest  that  had  ever 
been  held  in  the  section. 

Peter  Owen 

What  a  meeting  it  must  have  been.  When  the  association  met  at  Eaton's  Meeting 
House  in  October,  1840,  to  celebrate  their  50th  year  of  service  for  Christ,  the 
memory  of  that  meeting,  no  doubt,  still  lingered  fresh  in  their  minds.  However,  the 
fourteen  churches  gathered  could  not  rest  on  their  past  accomplishments,  but 
sought  to  unite  together  that  they  might  in  the  future  accomplish  more  for  Christ. 

While  the  association  looked  to  the  future,  they  recognized  that  the  end  of  an 
era  had  occurred.  Thomas  Wright,  who  was  the  last  of  the  founding  fathers  of  the 
association,  died  in  June  of  that  year  at  age  82.  He  had  been  a  part  of  the 
association  since  its  formation  in  1790.  Serving  as  Associational  Clerk  for  forty  of 
their  first  fifty  years,  his  presence  would  be  sorely  missed.  His  faithful  example 
served  as  a  challenge  to  the  fourteen  churches  gathered,  as  they  looked  ahead  to 
the  many  doors  of  opportunity  that  lay  before  them.  (Alfred  W.  Martin  who 
succeeded  Wright  as  clerk  would  serve  for  31  years,  1838-1868.) 

Those  churches  who  met  at  Eaton's,  the  place  where  it  had  all  begun  fifty  years 
earlier,  listed  with  their  membership  which  totaled  480,  were: 
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Flat  Rock 

64 

Island  Ford 

46 

New  Union 

22 

Powder  Springs 

20 

Bear  Creek 

46 

Fork 

41 

Grassy  Knob 

45 

Society 

35 

Swaim's 

19 

Cross  Roads 

33 

New  Hope 

21 

Eaton's 

50 

Damascus 

12 

Reece's 

26 

With  fifty  years  behind  them,  the  association — tried,  tested,  and  proven — was 
ready  to  discover  what  the  1840's  held  for  them. 


Emphasizing  Sunday  School 

As  the  association  entered  the  1840's,  one  of  their  emphasis  was  on  Sabbath 
(Sunday)  Schools.  The  first  mention  of  any  of  the  churches  being  involved  in 
Sunday  School  had  been  in  1836.  That  year,  gathered  at  Grassy  Knob,  minutes 
record  they: 

Resolved  that  this  Association  to  continue  to  commend  to  the 
churches  to  establish  and  keep  up  Sabbath  Schools,  believing  that 
they  are  means  of  doing  much  good  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

The  fact  that  they  "continued  to  commend"  Sunday  School  indicates  that  they 
had  previously  done  so,  and  that  some  of  the  churches  already  had  Sunday  Schools 
by  1836.  While  today  Sunday  School  is  taken  for  granted,  in  the  1830's  and  1840's,  it 
was  a  new  kid  on  the  block.  And  because  it  was  something  new,  many  churches 
shyed  away  from  starting  them. 

Sunday  School  was  only  ten  years  older  than  the  association  itself.  It  all  began 
in  England  in  1780,  when  Robert  Raikes  sought  to  help  poor  children  in  his 
community  by  teaching  them  reading,  writing,  and  religion.  From  his  work  the 
Sunday  School  movement  was  born. 

The  first  known  Baptist  Sunday  School  in  United  States  was  not  formed  until 
1803,  by  the  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  As  the  movement 
spread  South,  not  all  Baptist  churches  latched  on  to  the  idea.  As  seen  already, 
Abbott's  Creek  Association  stated  in  1832,  that  "Sabbath  Schools  were  contrary  to 
the  Word  of  God." 

The  leaders  of  the  Yadkin  Association,  such  as  Barton  Roby,  Paul  Phifer, 
Absalom  Roby,  and  William  Goforth,  need  to  be  commended  for  their  early 
emphasizing  of  Sunday  School.  While  there  is  no  record  of  how  many  churches  had 
Sunday  Schools  during  this  period,  as  the  first  church  mentioned  by  name  as 
having  one  is  not  found  until  1861,  these  men  sought  to  promote  interest  in  the 
idea. 

At  the  1844  Associational  Meeting  held  at  Sandy  Springs,  it  was — 

Resolved  by  this  Association,  that  we  suggest  the  propriety  to  our 
churches,  of  each  church  forming  and  keeping  up  a  regular 
Sabbath  School,  it  would  result  in  the  best  of  consequences. 


70 


Such  advice  is  still  true  today. 

The  first  Sunday  School  Committee  of  name,  was  in  1848,  with  A.W.  Martin  the 
Associational  Clerk  and  Rev.  D.C.  Cockerham  serving.  They — 

Recommneded  to  all  to  whom  it  may  be  convenient,  to  join  in  the 
formation  of  Sabbath  Schools,  as  we  believe  these  are  good 
nurseries  for  the  training  of  the  minds  of  the  youth  of  our  beloved 
country. 

The  wording  by  the  committee  indicates  not  all  churches  in  the  association  had 
Sunday  School  at  this  time.  But  the  emphasis  on  the  need  of  them  resulted  in  one 
of  the  association's  strongest  supporters  of  Sunday  School,  Absalom  Roby,  being 
elected  in  1848  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  as  an  Agent  to  help  "encourage  and 
aid  in  the  formation  of  Sabbath  Schools  in  the  different  churches  and 
neighborhoods  he  may  visit." 

The  association's  emphasis  and  labor  to  establish  Sunday  Schools  paid  off,  as 
shall  be  seen  further  on. 


Becoming  Southern  Baptist 

It  was  during  this  twenty-five  year  period,  that  the  Yadkin  Association  became 
affiliated  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  How  did  it  all  evolve?  In 
endeavoring  to  answer  the  question,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  be  both  brief  and 
informative. 

As  this  second  quarter  of  a  century,  1825-1849,  was  approaching  its  end,  a 
significant  event  occurred  among  Baptists  of  the  North  and  South  that  changed  the 
course  of  Baptist  history  forever.  It  happened  over  the  issue  of  slavery. 

Since  1814,  with  the  formation  of  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Baptists 
of  the  North  and  South  had  sought  to  unify  Baptist  churches  in  an  effort  to  work 
together  more  effectively  and  efficiently  to  spread  the  Gospel.  As  the  years  passed, 
the  slavery  issue  kept  rearing  its  ugly  head.  While  at  first  it  was  dealt  with  in 
neutrality,  the  time  came  when  the  issue  had  to  be  faced  head  on. 

The  northern  Baptists,  feeling  that  slavery  was  a  moral  issue,  in  1844  declared 
that  slaveowners  should  not  be  appointed  as  missionaries.  The  southern  culture, 
built  on  slavery,  called  the  statement  "a  flagrant  breach  of  trust." 

The  Baptists  of  the  south  met  in  Augusta,  Georgia,  on  May  8,  1845,  "to  confer  on 
the  best  means  of  promoting  the  foreign  mission  cause,  and  other  interests  of  the 
Baptist  denomination  in  the  south."  Breaking  ties  with  the  Baptists  of  the  north,  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  was  born. 

As  an  added  note,  let  one  not  be  quick  to  point  a  finger  at  our  Baptist  ancestors. 
With  the  south's  culture  deeply  rooted  in  and  built  upon  slavery,  they  knew  no  other 
way  of  life  and  considered  the  matter  beyond  the  religious  domain.  After  the  Civil 
War,  and  with  culture  changes  occurring  slowly,  the  slavery  matter  became  less  and 
less  an  issue,  and  missions  became  the  bedrock  on  which  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  stood. 
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When  did  the  Yadkin  Association  align  themselves  with  the  newly  formed 
Convention?  At  least  by  1847.  The  minutes  disclose  the  association  that  year 
recommended  to  the  churches,  "to  procure"  the  hymn  book  adopted  by  the 
Southern  Baptists,  "our  denomination." 

Such  a  recommendation  indicates  they  had  already  identified  themselves  with 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The  association's  identification  and  support  of  the 
Convention  has  continued  unbroken  through  the  years. 


May  The  Missionary 

For  four  years,  1846-49,  the  association  had  appointed  by  the  Convention  a 
"missionary  to  the  Association."  Mark  May,  a  pastor  in  the  association,  was  a 
zealous  servant  of  the  Lord.  Born  in  what  is  now  Yadkin  County,  December  7,  1812, 
he  came  to  Christ  in  1839  at  age  27  at  Cross  Roads  Baptist  (now  Courtney).  In  1841 
he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry.  He  had  the  full  support  of  his  wife,  Belinda  Beman, 
whom  he  married  in  1837. 

He  quickly  became  a  leader  in  the  association,  though  only  in  his  early  thirties. 
He  served  as  associational  moderator  from  1842-48.  It  was  said  of  him  that  he  had 
few  equals  in  the  pulpit  and  that  "he  charmed  his  hearers  with  his  eloquent 
presentation  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus." 

May's  zeal  resulted  in  his  being  appointed  a  missionary  by  the  Convention  to  the 
Yadkin  Association  territory  and  the  surrounding  area.  For  four  years,  1946-49,  he 
not  only  pastored,  but  labored  as  an  early  church  planter. 

He  worked  hard  and  fervently.  In  the  1847  minutes  we  find  that  May  "presented 
the  following  report  to  the  Association:  Labored  for  the  Association  320  days, 
traveled  2,534  miles,  preached  269  sermons,  received  from  the  churches  and 
individuals  $147.77,  and  baptized  185  persons." 

His  vision  for  souls  was  contagious.  In  the  January  8,  1848  issue  of  the  "Biblical 
Recorder,"  there  is  mention  that  a  few  days  before  the  1847  Annual  Meeting  was  to 
begin,  which  was  to  convene  at  Fork  Meeting  House,  the  association  held  a 
"protracted  (revival)  meeting."  The  "Recorder"  states  that  "12  or  13  professed  faith 
in  Christ.  Sinners  not  only  came  forward  and  asked  us  to  pray  for  them,  but  were 
seen  weeping  in  the  outskirts  of  the  congregation." 

May's  leadership  ability  and  mission  outlook,  kept  the  association's  focus  on 
mission  outreach.  By  the  time  he  left  the  association  in  1850,  moving  to  labor  near 
the  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  border,  the  total  number  of  members  among  the 
churches  in  the  association  had  more  than  doubled  since  1840.  His  example  and 
labors  helped  contribute  to  the  increase. 

In  1840  the  total  number  of  members  from  the  fourteen  churches  was  480.  In 
1849  the  total  number  of  members  from  the  fifteen  churches  was  1,080.  The 
churches  and  their  membership  were: 

Bear  Creek-Davie  62  Cross  Roads-Surry         89 

Damascus-Iredell  64  Eaton's-Davie  97 

Flat  Rock-Surry  144  Grassy  Knob-Iredell     107 
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Mount  Gilead-Surry  46  Mount  Vernon-Iredell  69 

New  Hope-Iredell  29  Reece's-Surry  92 

Rockford-Surry  32  Society-lredell  41 

Swaim's-Surry  91  Sandy  Springs-Iredell  50 

Fork-Davie  67 

The  association  was  much  indebted  for  Mark  May's  work,  influence,  and 
evangelistic  example  during  the  1840's.  His  evangelistic  zeal  continued  to  burn 
brightly  until  November  14,  1885,  when,  while  engaged  in  a  revival  meeting  in 
Macon  County,  North  Carolina,  he  was  summoned  Home  by  the  One  he  had  served 
so  faithfully  and  diligently. 


Hosting  The  State  Convention 

It  was  also  through  May's  efforts,  as  well  as  others,  that  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  help  host  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  in  October,  1848. 
Associational  churches  had  petitioned  the  Convention  several  times  during  the 
1840's  in  an  effort  to  host  an  annual  meeting.  With  some  encouragement  from  May, 
whose  name  had  become  widely  known,  Convention  leaders  chose  in  1848  to  meet 
in  the  town  of  Rockford,  Surry  County.  One  of  the  churches  May  was  pastor  of  at 
that  time  was  Rockford  Baptist,  which  he  had  helped  organize  in  1847. 

The  July  22,  1848,  issue  of  the  "Biblical  Recorder"  stated  of  the  fast  approaching 
Convention  which  was  to  gather  on  October  12-16  in  Rockford: 

The  time  is  approaching  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of  our  State 

Convention  which  is  to  be  held  at  the  usual  time  in  the  village  of 

Rockford,   Surry  County,   NC.   .   .   .  The  ensuing  session  of  the 

Convention   is   to   be   held   in   a  very  interesting  and   important 

section  of  the  State,  on  the  western  border  of  our  limits,  where  the 

Convention    has    been    heretofore    most   grossly   misrepresented. 

Much  therefore  depends  upon  the  impression  which  the  meeting 

will  make  on  the  surrounding  country.  Our  brethren  of  the  eastern 

and  middle  sections  of  the  State  will  find  their  visit  an  interesting 

one.  Passing  on  their  route,  the  mountain  scenery,  the  flourishing 

towns  of  Greensborough  [sic]   and  Salem,  and   the   interesting 

natural  curiosity  the  Pilot  Mountain,  breathing  the  mountain  air 

and  drinking  the  pure  and  refreshing  waters  that  flow  from  the 

numerous  fountains  of  nature,  the  traveler  will  feel  amply  repaid 

for  the  trails  of  their  journey  and  their  distance  from  home. 

With  delegates  and  visitors  arriving  by  stage  coach,  by  horsedrawn  carriages  and 

wagons,  and   by   horseback,   the    19th   annual   session  of  "the  Convention   met 

according  to  adjournment,  in  the  new  Baptist  church  at  Rockford"  on  October  12. 

By  two  o'clock  that  Thursday  afternoon  when  the  echo  of  the  gavel  called  the 

meeting  to  order,  delegates  from  eight  associations  and  the  Western  Baptist 
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Convention  had  registered.  The  seventeen  delegates  from  the  Yadkin  Association 
were:  Mark  May,  A.W.  Martin,  J.J.  Blackwood,  D.C.  Cockerham,  John  Kennon,  S.O. 
Tatum,  R.C.  Wiseman,  B.F.  Eaton,  Ezra  Tatum,  William  G.  Brown,  Absalom  Roby,  E. 
Swann,  John  Hurt,  J.N.  Frost,  James  Clifford,  James  Martin,  and  James  Foote. 


The  Rockford  Courthouse  (1830-1953)  was  filled  with  excitement  and 
anticipation  as  delegates  and  visitors  upon  their  arrival  gathered  there  to 
mingle  and  register  for  the  1848  Baptist  State  Convention  before 
assembling  at  "the  new  Baptist  church  at  Rockford"  (November  11,  1848 
issue  of  "Biblical  Recorder"). 

At  the  Saturday  morning  session,  on  October  14,  they: 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  recommend  the  establishment  of  a 
Male  and  Female  Classical  Institute  in  the  town  of  Rockford,  Surry 
County,  North  Carolina,  to  be  called  the  Rockford  Male  and  Female 
Institute,  to  be  subject  to  such  provisions  as  its  friends  may  deem 
proper. 

With  educational  opportunities  limited  in  western  North  Carolina,  this  decision 
would  fill  a  need  for  greater  opportunity  to  provide  educational  possibilities.  It 
would  prove  beneficial  to  many  living  within  the  Yadkin  associational  territory,  as 
well  as  others.  A  brief  look  at  the  school's  beginnings  is  worthy  of  attention. 

As  soon  as  the  Convention  had  adjourned,  representatives  from  the  Association 
and  the  Convention  met  to  elect  a  Board  of  Trustees,  whose  task  it  would  be  to 
secure  a  teacher  of  both  ability  and  Christian  character.  According  to  records  from 
the  trustees'  meeting  of  November  17,  1848,  as  found  in  the  December  23,  1848, 
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issue  of  the  "Biblical  Recorder,"  "the  teacher  [was  to]  depend  on  the  profits  of  the 
school  entirely  for  his  salary."  Classes  would  be  conducted  in  a  facility  secured  by 
the  trustees. 

With  Mark  May  the  elected  Chairman,  the  trustees  began  their  search  for  a 
qualified  teacher.  Their  search  led  them  to  E.W.  West  of  Milton,  North  Carolina. 
When  the  Institute  opened  in  January,  1849,  it  was  under  the  leadership  of  an  able 
Christian  scholar. 

Edward  W.  West  was  born  in  1813  in  Connecticut  and  received  his  education  at 
Brown  University  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  finishing  first  in  his  graduating  class. 
He  and  his  wife,  Caroline  (b.  1817,  NY),  who  were  married  in  1843,  moved  to  Milton 
in  1845,  coming  from  Black  Walnut,  Virginia,  where  they  had  been  teaching. 
Becoming  principal  of  the  newly  formed  Milton  Female  Baptist  Institute,  he  brought 
ten  years  of  teaching  experience  with  him.  He  and  his  wife  taught  there  until  the 
end  of  1848. 

While  West  was  a  gifted  preacher  his  love  was  in  the  field  of  education,  the  area 
to  which  he  devoted  his  life.  Active  in  Baptist  Convention  affairs,  he  was  considered 
an  "accurate  scholar,  a  deeply  pious,  and  consistent  Christian,  as  well  as  a 
gentleman."  In  the  October  9,  1847,  issue  of  the  "Biblical  Recorder"  he  was  called  a 
"thorough  bred  scholar."  (For  further  biographical  information  on  West  and  a 
circular  letter  written  by  him,  the  reader  may  refer  to  Appendix  G.) 

When  the  trustees  of  the  newly  formed  Rockford  Institute  approached  him  with 
the  idea  of  taking  charge  of  the  school,  the  appeal  and  challenge  of  the  new  venture 
lured  him  away  from  Milton.  How  fortunate  the  new  school  was  to  secure  a  man 
with  his  impressive  qualifications. 

Moving  to  Rockford,  he  joined  Rockford  Baptist  Church,  becoming  the  church 
clerk,  and  becoming  involved  in  the  Yadkin  Association.  The  school  opened  in 
January,  1849,  and  met  with  good  success  early.  The  April  21,  1849,  issue  of  the 
"Biblical  Recorder"  stated: 

The  Rockford  Male  and  Female  Institute  under  the  management  of 
Rev.  E.W.  West  and  wife,  is  now  in  quite  a  flourishing  condition. 
The  healthiness  of  the  location — the  cheapness  of  board,  and  the 
morality  of  the  village  of  Rockford  make  the  location  a  very 
desirable  one.  They  already  have  a  number  of  about  50  pupils  with 
a  good  prospect  of  steady  increase.  Several  families  have  moved  to 
the  village  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  the  benefit  of  the  school. 

The  school  continued  to  prosper  under  West's  leadership,  but  in  the  fall  of  1852 
he  moved  to  Mt.  Airy  where  he  became  principal  of  the  Male  and  Female  School  of 
Mt.  Airy.  He  remained  there  until  the  end  of  1854,  when  he  and  his  wife  moved  to 
Cassville,  Georgia,  to  teach. 

With  West's  departure  and  with  the  Surry  County  seat  moving  from  Rockford  to 
Dobson  in  1853,  the  school  continued  but  struggled  to  survive.  By  the  time  the  Civil 
War  had  begun  it  had  all  but  ceased  to  exist  except  in  name  only.  After  the  War  it 
had  a  resurrection  and  for  a  time  flourished  under  the  able  leadership  of  Abram 
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Weaver.  The  school's  "resurrection"  will  be  looked  at  during  the  overview  from 
1850-1874. 

In  addition  to  a  school  for  the  Yadkin  associational  territory  resulting  from  the 
Convention,  during  the  Session  ten  delegates  from  the  association  were  appointed 
to  serve  on  several  Convention  Committees.  They  were:  Foreign  Missions  -  D.C. 
Cockerham,  Absalom  Roby;  Domestic  Mission  -  B.F.  Eaton;  Temperance  -  A.W. 
Martin;  Periodicals  -  Mark  May,  S.O.  Tatum;  Education  -  John  Hurt;  Tracts  -  J.N.  Frost, 
Ezra  Tatum;  and  Sunday  School  -  R.C.  Wiseman.  Each  served  faithfully  his  position. 

As  the  five  day  Convention  Meeting  all  too  quickly  drew  to  a  close,  the  religious 
excitement  and  fervor  that  had  existed  would  not  be  quickly  extinguished  in  the 
hearts  of  the  association's  delegates.  What  had  been  planted  in  their  souls  would 
help  carry  the  association  into  the  1850's. 

As  the  19th  Session  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  came  to  an 
end  on  October  16,  1848,  they  expressed  their  thanks  to  the  Rockford  community 
and  the  Yadkin  Association  for  their  hospitality.  With  the  ending  to  the  Convention's 
annual  meeting,  this  would  be  a  most  appropriate  place,  as  well,  to  bring  to  an  end 
our  look  at  the  second  twenty-five  years  of  the  19th  century  by  quoting  Absalom 
Roby's  challenge  to  the  association  at  the  close  of  the  1849  Associational  Meeting 
held  at  Island  Ford: 

The  bounds  of  the  Association  being  so  large  and  the  number  of 
missionaries  often  so  small,  it  undoubtedly  would  contribute 
largely  to  the  advancement  of  the  great  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  to  send  out  as  many  ministers  as  possible  to  labor  in 
those  sections  that  are  almost  entirely  destitute  of  Baptist 
preaching. 

A  call  to  missions.  The  call  never  ceases. 


The  Secret  To  Success 
1850-1874 

With  the  arrival  of  1850,  the  association  was  entering  its  60th  year  of  service 
for  Christ.  As  it  approached  this  milestone,  as  well  as  entering  the  last  half  of  the 
19th  century,  a  call  to  prayer  was  issued.  It  was  agreed  that  "the  churches 
composing  the  Association,  to  observe  the  1st  Lord's  Day  in  January  of  1850,  as  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for  His  great  goodness  and  mercies 
toward  us." 

Little  did  they  realize  -  or  maybe  they  did  -  how  vital  the  need  for  prayer  would 
become  during  this  active  and  fruitful  third  quarter  of  a  century.  They  would  turn  to 
prayer  again  and  again,  as  they  faced  controversy,  mission  decisions,  war,  growth, 
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division,  and  numerous  other  significant  matters.  Rising  from  their  knees,  the 
association's  first  encounter  was  with  controversy  -  controversy  which  was  dealt 
with  in  a  wise,  constructive,  and  Christian  manner. 


The  Sons  of  Temperance 

About  1850  a  group  began  to  develop  and  gain  support  among  North  Carolina 
Baptists  called  the  Sons  of  Temperance.  The  group,  which  opposed  the  evils  of 
alcohol,  resulted  in  much  division  and  bitterness  occurring  in  many  North  Carolina 
churches  and  associations.  Why  would  such  a  group  as  this  cause  such  an  uproar? 

It  was  not  that  the  Baptists  opposed  temperance,  for  they  were  among  the 
strongest  opponents  of  intemperance.  What  they  opposed  was  the  group's  method 
of  promoting  it.  The  Sons  of  Temperance  was  considered  a  secret  order,  because 
those  who  joined  it  took  a  "solemn  oath"  not  to  use  alcohol.  Joining  orders  and 
taking  secret  oaths  were  strictly  frowned  upon  by  Baptists  as  a  whole.  Also,  the 
order  was  made  up  of,  not  just  Baptists,  but  Presbyterians,  Methodists,  philanthropic 
"do  gooders,"  and  even  some  Catholics.  Such  ecumenical  mixing  was  felt  to  be 
wrong. 

As  well,  opposition  to  the  Sons  of  Temperance  was  based  upon  the  belief  that  it 
was  the  job  of  the  church  to  deal  with  problems  of  this  kind.  It  was  believed  that  the 
formation  of  such  agencies  would  usurp  the  authority  of  the  church,  weaken  Her, 
and  draw  members  away. 

The  Yadkin  Association  was  not  exempt  from  dealing  with  this  issue.  While 
some  associations  recommended  to  the  churches  to  exclude  members  who  joined 
the  order,  the  Yadkin  dealt  with  the  matter  differently.  While  there  were  churches 
within  the  association  who  were  excluding  members,  at  the  1851  Annual  Meeting 
held  at  Grassy  Knob,  "before  a  very  large  congregation,"  where  eighteen  churches 
were  represented,  it  was: 

Resolved,  that  the  Association  recommend  that  the  order  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  be  no  bar  or  test  of  fellowship,  but  all  be  free 
to  join  or  let  it  alone,  without  being  molested  in  any  way. 

However,  some  churches  within  the  association  continued  to  exclude  members 
who  joined.  At  the  1852  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Union  Hill,  the  association  issued 
the  following  statement: 

We  most  earnestly  advise  the  churches  within  our  bounds  to 
faithfully  observe  the  resolution  adopted  at  our  last  Association  .  .  . 
and  that  we  also  most  affectionately  advise  any  church  which  may 
have  excluded  any  of  her  members  for  joining  the  order  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance,  that  such  a  church  reconsider  her  action,  and 
we  also  kindly  admonish  any  member  who  may  join  the  order,  not 
to  cast  any  reflection,  but  always  exhibit  Christian  forbearance  and 
manly  courtesy  to  all  their  brethren. 
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The  advise  must  have  been  heeded,  for  the  matter  does  not  appear  in  the 
minutes  again.  The  Associational  Temperance  Committee  issued  the  following 
wisely  worded  statement: 

Intemperance  is  a  deadly  foe  to  mankind.  It  therefore  behooves 
every  Christian  who  wishes  the  well  being  of  the  human  family,  to 
rejoice  in  the  various  means  used  to  promote  the  issue  of  such 
liquors. 

In  essence,  the  committee  was  tactfully  saying  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  what 
Jesus  once  told  His  disciples  when  encountering  someone  who  did  not  do  things 
exactly  as  they  did,  "Forbid  them  not:  for  he  that  is  not  against  us  is  for  us"  (Luke 
9:50).  The  churches  of  the  association  felt  it  was  better  to  unite  in  the  battle  over 
intemperance,  instead  of  splitting  over  a  cause  they  were  all  in  agreement  on. 

As  to  the  association's  future  stand  on  intemperance,  there  was  no  question  as 
to  where  they  stood.  Strong  statements  against  the  abuse  of  alcohol  were 
continually  issued  through  the  years. 

Yes,  wise  were  the  leaders  of  the  association  who  saw  it  through  this  no  small 
controversy.  While  some  associations  lost  churches  and  some  churches  split  over 
the  issue,  the  Yadkin  Associational  leaders  were  able  to  keep  it  to  just  a  stirring  of 
the  dust. 


William  G.  Brown 

One  of  the  leaders  who  deserves  mention  at  this  point  is  Rev.  William  Greene 
Brown.  He  was  a  steady  hand  that  helped  guide  the  association,  through  not  only 
the  issue  just  cited,  but  also  other  important  matters.  Though  he  had  little  formal 
education,  he  became  one  of  the  most  influential  and  revered  Baptist  preachers  in 
western  North  Carolina. 

He  was  born  in  Guilford  County,  April  4,  1820.  He  was  named  for  General 
Nathaniel  Greene,  in  whose  Guilford  Courthouse  headquarters  house  he  was  born. 
While  yet  a  boy,  his  parents  moved  to  Yadkin  County  where  he  lived  until  his  death. 
Professing  Christ  at  age  20,  he  became  a  minister  of  the  Yadkin  Association  after  his 
ordination  in  1843  by  SwainYs  Baptist. 

Being  a  part  of  the  association  for  almost  60  years,  he  pastored  23  churches  in 
eight  counties,  and  served  as  Associational  Moderator  eight  years,  from  1849-54, 
1883,  and  1886.  In  addition,  he  served  on  numerous  committees  through  the  years, 
and  preached  eight  associational  annual  sermons,  the  last  being  in  1895  at  age  75. 

A  mission  minded  man,  according  to  the  diary  he  kept  of  his  activities  he  logged 
some  88,992  miles  on  horseback  during  his  ministry,  preached  some  7,344 
sermons,  and  baptized  more  than  2,000  persons.  Endowed  with  an  eloquent  tongue 
for  speaking,  he  was  regarded  as  having  few  equals  in  his  day.  Possessing  a  singing 
voice,  as  well,  he  was  oftened  called  the  "sweet  singer  of  Israel."  He  is  mentioned 
singing  at  many  of  the  annual  meetings. 
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Brown  proved  to  be  one  of  the  anchors 
for  the  association,  when  the  winds  of  the 
anti-missionary  movement  were  blowing. 
During  the  Sons  of  Temperance  con- 
troversy, as  Moderator,  he  helped  the 
association  to  not  become  sidetracked, 
but  to  keep  sight  of  its  purpose  and 
mission.  As  the  association  faced  deci- 
sions regarding  mission  issues,  he  not 
only  helped  give  direction,  he  set  an 
example  by  serving  as  an  Associational 
Missionary  and  Colporteur  for  both  Yadkin 
and  Brier  Creek  associations.  The  impact 
of  his  life  and  the  fruit  of  his  ministry  was 
equaled  by  few  and,  perhaps,  surpassed 
by  none. 

He  was  also  an  example  of  a  devoted 
husband  and  father.  The  father  of  eight 
sons  and  four  daughters,  three  of  his  sons 
entered  the  ministry.  The  family  resided 
in  the  Hamptonville  vicinity  of  Yadkin 
County. 

The  association  suffered  a  great  loss 
when  on  July  3,  1901,  one  day  before 
Independence  Day,  he  entered  his  eternal 
Day  of  Independence.  He  was  81.  His 
body  rests  at  Flat  Rock  Cemetery,  a  church 
ended,  but  his  sacrificial  example  lives  on. 
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Awaiting  a  glorious  resurrec- 
tion, the  body  of  Rev.  William  G. 
Brown  rests  in  the  Flat  Rock  Ceme- 
tery. The  Yadkin  Association  helped 
in  the  purchasing  of  his  headstone 
in  loving  memory  and  appreciation 
for  his  almost  sixty  years  of 
unselfish  labor  in  seeking  to  ex- 
pand the  borders  of  God's  Kingdom 
throughout  western  North  Carolina 
and  the  association. 

he  pastored  for  33  years.  His  labors 


Associational  Colporteur 

As  the  dust  settled  from  the  Sons  of  Temperance  issue,  the  association  focused 
its  attention  on  launching  out  into  a  new  endeavor — that  of  an  Associational 
Colporteur.  What  in  the  world  was  that? 

In  1855,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Society  Church,  the  assocaition  voted  to 
"cooperate  with  the  Baptist  Bible  Society  of  this  state,  and  the  Bible  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  in  the  great  work  of  circulating  the  Holy  Scritpures  in 
our  own  and  other  lands."  The  association  collected  and  sent  them  funds  for  the 
purpose  stated. 

But  what  about  the  circulating  of  the  Bible  within  the  bounds  of  the  Yadkin 
Association?  In  an  effort  to  distribute  Bibles  within  their  own  bounds,  in  1855  a 
Colportage  Committee  was  chosen  to  secure  for  the  association  a  colporteur — a 
person  who  travels  about  distributing  Bibles,  religious  materials,  and  tracts. 
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The  Colportage  Committee  clearly  stated  the  purpose  of  this  new  endeavor: 

Your  committee  regards  the  work  of  Colportage  not  only  as  one 
promising  the  most  desirable  results,  but  as  one  which  the 
Association  is  well  able  to  prosecute.  It  proposes  to  carry  the 
Gospel  to  every  family.  The  work  of  Colportage  proposes  to  carry 
to  them,  not  only  news  of  salvation  through  a  crucified  Saviour,  but 
to  leave  with  them  good  instructive  religious  books  that  will 
continue  to  preach  after  the  colporteur  has  left,  and  remain  for  the 
instruction  of  the  rising  generation.  Views  of  Divine  truth  are  not 
understood  or  known  by  a  great  many  people — colportage 
proposes  to  give  them  the  means  of  learning. 

The  Colporteur  was  to  be  supported  by  contributions  from  the  churches.  The  goal 
was  to  pay  him  $240  a  year  for  his  labor.  Receiving  pledges  from  the  churches,  this 
new  endeavor  was  undertaken,  with  the  "Elder  William  Garner  appointed  (in  1855) 
a  colporteur  by  the  Association  for  one  year,  each  church  pledging  itself  for  ten 
dollars  for  books." 

At  the  1856  meeting  held  at  Cross  Roads  Church,  Garner  reported  he  "visited 
246  families,  baptized  three,  preached  61  times,  traveled  710  miles,  and  sold  books 
to  the  amount  of  $273.47."  Bibles,  books,  and  tracts  were  sold  to  individuals  at 
nominal  fees  if  they  had  the  money,  if  not  they  were  given  to  them  upon  request.  It 
was  not  rare  to  find  "families  destitute  of  Bibles." 

Others  who  served  as  Associational  Colporteur  were  William  Carter  (1858),  N.N. 
Parker  (1858),  William  G.  Brown  (1860),  and  A.W.  Barksdale  (1861).  In  1861 
Barksdale  reported  he  "visited  some  300  families  .  .  .  preached  120  sermons, 
witnessed  the  hopeful  conversion  of  31  persons,  traveled  about  1000  miles, 
obtained  several  subscribers  for  the  "Biblical  Recorder"  and  visited  all  the 
churches  in  the  Association,  and  number  of  books  sold  -  117.  Families  without 
the  Bible-  17." 

These  men's  labors  accomplished  much  and  produced  fruit  as  they  went  into 
unreached  homes.  This  mission  endeavor  lasted  almost  ten  years,  being 
discontinued  during  the  Civil  War.  The  strain  and  drainage  of  the  war  made  it 
difficult  to  not  only  secure  a  colporteur,  but  as  well  to  adequately  support  one  as 
the  result  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  currency.  Though  the  association  "desired  to 
do  more  in  the  way  of  Bible  distribution,  but  we  had  not  the  means." 

At  the  1865  annual  meeting  held  at  Enon,  the  Colportage  Committee  "was 
discharged,"  and  it  was  decided  that  the  job  "be  united  with  the  missionary 
operation"  of  the  association.  "It  is  to  be  much  regretted  that  the  war  has  put  an 
end  to  so  good  a  cause."  However,  the  work  of  the  Colporteur  would  continue,  but 
it  would  be  combined  with  that  of  the  Associational  Missionary. 
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Further  Associational  Mission  Efforts 

Along  with  the  work  of  the  colporteur,  there  were  other  associational  mission 
endeavors.  When  the  part  of  Surry  County  south  of  the  Yadkin  River  became  Yadkin 
County  in  1850  they  needed  a  county  seat,  which  today  we  know  as  Yadkinville.  The 
association,  with  vision  for  the  future,  "purchased  a  lot"  in  the  newly  formed  town 
which  at  the  time  was  little  more  than  a  "wilderness."  At  the  1851  annual  session, 
"the  association  proceeded  to  appoint  Trustees  to  have  charge  of  said  lot  for  the 
benefit  of  the  association,  to  build  a  Baptist  church  on."  In  time  the  church  they 
envisioned  standing  on  the  lot  would  be  built. 

At  the  1854  annual  meeting  held  at  Swaim's,  the  association  declared  that  "it 
was  incumbent  on  us,  as  a  denomination,  to  see  that  destitute  and  especially 
important  points  within  our  bounds  be  supplied  with  the  Gospel."  Specific  areas 
named  were  Rockford,  Mocksville,  and  Yadkinville. 

Since  they  owned  the  lot  in  Yadkinville,  they  voted  to  build  "a  house  for  a 
church,  on  the  lot  owned  by  the  Association,  and  endeavor  to  raise  funds  for  the 
same."  Quick  to  action,  the  1855  minutes  disclose  that  the  house  of  worship  was 
built  and  urged  "respective  churches  and  neighborhoods"  to  help  pay  for  its 
construction. 

With  the  building  complete,  the  church  operated  for  a  time  as  an  arm  of  Cross 
Roads  Church  (now  Courtney).  On  December  11,  1858,  a  group  of  27  met  with 
three  Elders  of  the  Association,  one  being  William  G.  Brown,  and  the  church  was 
constituted.  Rev.  Brown  became  pastor  and  served  the  church  in  that  capacity  on 
two  different  occasions.  We  know  this  church  today,  first  conceived  in  the  spirit  of 
mission  minded  men,  as  Yadkinville  First.  This  new  church,  which  was  located 
about  two  blocks  east  of  the  present  Yadkinville  church,  was  born  out  of  the 
association's  vision  for  missions. 

During  this  twenty-five  year  period,  associational  missionaries  continued  to  aid 
in  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  within  its  boundaries,  by  such  men  as  Richard  Jacks, 
William  G.  Brown,  and  James  H.  Lewellyn. 

The  work  of  Richard  Jacks  (1798-1888)  during  the  years  of  1851  and  1852  was 
clouded  by  the  Sons  of  Temperance  controversy.  However,  this  ardent  friend  of 
missions  who  had  served  as  missionary  for  other  associations,  accomplished  much 
in  a  short  time. 

In  1851  he  reported  that  in  a  six  month  period  "26  persons  professed  hope  in 
Christ  under  his  preaching,  he  helped  in  the  constitution  of  two  new  churches, 
baptized  seven,  preached  123  sermons,  and  aided  in  the  ordination  of  four 
deacons."  His  work  was  fruitful,  as  was  that  of  William  G.  Brown,  of  whom 
reference  has  already  been  made. 

Rev.  James  Henry  Lewellyn  was  appointed  in  1867  as  "missionary  of  the 
northern  section  of  the  Yadkin  Association."  He  served  almost  continually  as  an 
associational  missionary  from  the  late  1860's  until  1891.  His  influence  was  far 
reaching. 

Lewellyn  was  born  on  October  10,  1830.  Professing  faith  in  Christ  at  an  early 
age,  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on  October  29,  1859,  at  age  29.  Born  and 


reared  in  Rockingham  County,  he 
moved  to  Surry  County  about  the  time 
of  the  Civil  War.  A  man  of  many 
talents  and  abilities,  he  pastored 
several  associational  churches,  and 
served  as  associational  Moderator  for 
14  years,  1870-75,  1877-82,  1884-85. 
He  was  also  Superintendent  of  public 
schools  in  Surry  County  for  several 
years,  and  was  appointed  Chaplain  of 
North*  Carolina's  74th  Regiment. 

A  gifted  and  persuasive  speaker, 
he  was  chosen  to  preach  six  annual 
sermons.  In  the  association's  history 
he  is  the  only  man  to  have  preached 
three  annual  sermons  in  a  row,  1888- 
90.  His  wife  Sarah  and  their  nine 
children  were  his  most  supportive 
"congregation." 


Rev.  James  Henry  Lewellyn 


His  mission  travels  carried  him  from  Davie  County  to  Virginia.  Helping  lay  the 
foundation  for  much  of  the  Baptist  work  in  Surry  County,  he  is  credited  with  helping 
organize  at  least  ten  Surry  churches.  He  helped  in  the  formation  of  the  Surry 
Association  in  1903;  its  formation  occurring  only  a  short  time  before  his  death  on 
November  18,  1903,  at  age  73. 

At  the  1869  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Reece's  Church,  Lewellyn  reported  that  he 
had  delivered  "208  sermons,  baptized  28,  constituted  one  church,  aided  in 
protracted  (revival)  meetings  where  about  125  persons  professed  religion, 
collected  $303.86,  have  held  and  aided  in  a  number  of  prayer  meetings,  delivered 
several  Sunday  School  lectures  ...  I  have  endeavored  to  enlist  the  churches  more 
fully  in  the  mission  work." 

The  work  he  was  doing  was  fruitful,  as  at  the  1870  Annual  Meeting  held  at 
Jerusalem  Church,  he  reported  that  he  "baptized  60."  At  the  1874  meeting  held  at 
Rocky  Ford,  he  reported  he  "preached  149  sermons,  baptized  29  persons,  organized 
one  church  of  25  members,  held  nine  [revivals]  and  preached  at  30  different 
places."  Like  the  early  disciples,  Lewellyn  went  everywhere  preaching  the  Gospel 
and  his  work  always  seemed  to  meet  with  good  success. 

The  association  "consider(ed)  every  neighborhood,  destitute  of  Baptist 
preaching  as  missionary  ground  and  we  shall  not  be  satisfied  till  every  community 
in  our  bounds,  yes  in  our  state  and  county,  is  supplied  with  Baptist  preaching." 
Acting  upon  that  statement  made  in  1855,  in  1872  the  association  "ask  churches  to 
let  go  pastors  for  a  month  or  two  to  hold  meetings  in  Rowan,  Iredell,  Mecklenburg, 
and  Catawba  Counties  to  evangelize,  going  out  two  by  two."  The  command  of 
Christ,  "to  go,"  was  taken  seriously  and  obeyed  dutifully  and  joyfully. 

During  this  third  quarter  of  a  century,  1850-74,  through  the  colporteur,  organizing 
new  churches,  efforts  by  the  associational  missionaries,  the  association  was  much 
involved  in  mission  outreach  within  its  boundaries  and  beyond. 
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Sunday  School 

This  twenty-five  year  period  saw  increased  interest  and  growth  in  Sunday 
Schools.  The  association  was  continually  encouraging  the  churches  to  organize 
them.  At  the  1857  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Mt.  Gilead  (now  East  Bend  Baptist),  the 
Sunday  School  Committee  stated  that: 

We  regard  the  subject  of  Sunday  Schools  as  eminently  entitled  to 
our  consideration,  and  look  upon  the  enterprise  as  claiming  the 
hearty  cooperation  of  every  one  that  loves  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It 
is  high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep,  souls  are  perishing  and  the 
churches — we  mean  the  individual  membership — are  not  laying  it 
to  heart  (in  regard  to  Sunday  School). 

The  association's  support  of  the  Sunday  School  movement  found  them  at  the 
1858  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Sandy  Springs,  "resolv(ing)  that  we  approve  of  the 
United  Southern  Sunday  School  Union,  its  officers  and  Board  of  Managers,  located 
at  Nashville,  Tennessee."  The  resolve  further  solidified  their  belief  in  the 
importance  of  Sunday  Schools. 

While  some  of  the  churches  in  the  association  had  Sunday  Schools  as  early  as 
1836,  the  first  church  mentioned  by  name  as  having  one  is  Eaton's  Church.  The 
1861  minutes  state  that  the  church  formed  a  Sunday  School  on  March  31,  1861. 
They  had  six  teachers,  four  New  Testament  classes,  and  had  some  40  to  50  pupils. 
The  "scholars,"  as  they  were  called,  were  said  to  have  memorized  and  recited  6,303 
verses  of  Scripture. 

It  was  often  difficult,  because  of  travel  made  harder  than  usual  during  the  winter 
months,  for  churches  to  have  Sunday  Schools  year  around.  In  1865,  the  association 
"recommended  that  each  church  in  this  Association  have  a  Sabbath  School  at  least 
during  the  summer  months." 

There  were  few  churches,  if  they  resolved  to  do  so,  that  could  not  at  least  have 
complied  with  that  request.  To  do  so  "offer(ed)  to  parents  an  opportunity  to  obey 
the  injunction  of  the  Bible  relative  to  training  up  their  children  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord." 

From  the  1869  Annual  Session  held  at  Reece's  Church,  there  is  found  the  first 
list  of  churches  who  had  Sunday  Schools.  Of  the  twenty  churches  represented  at  the 
session,  thirteen  of  them  had  organized  Sunday  Schools.  They  were:  Flat  Rock, 
Jerusalem,  Society,  Cross  Roads,  New  Bethany,  Sandy  Springs,  Reece's,  New  Hope, 
Union  Hill,  Union  Grove,  Bear  Creek,  Swaim's,  and  Eaton's.  Progress  was  being 
made. 

Honor  and  thanks  for  much  of  this  progress  was  due,  in  part,  to  Samuel  O. 
Tatum.  A  layman,  he  continually  stressed  to  the  churches  the  need  for  having 
Sunday  Schools. 

Tatum,  born  April  23,  1821,  in  Davie  County,  came  to  Christ  in  1845  at  age  24. 
Joining  Fork  Church,  he  was  soon  elected  a  deacon.  For  twenty-four  years  he  would 
be  active  in  the  association's  work,  and  would  often  serve  as  a  delegate  to  the  State 
Convention. 
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He  received  his  education  from  Wake  Forest  College.  Upon  graduation  in  1852, 
he  began  teaching  school  in  Farmington,  Davie  County.  Marrying  in  1854,  he  was 
both  a  devoted  husband  and  father.  Though  he  would  not  live  to  see  it,  one  of  his 
sons,  Ezra  F.  Tatum,  would  become  a  missionary  to  China.  (See  'Reaching  Into 
China 'in  the  overview  from  1875-1899.) 

In  1859  he  joined  Eaton's  Church,  where  he  helped  them  form  a  Sunday  School 
in  1861.  As  Sunday  School  Superintendent  he  could  often  be  found  conducting 
prayer  meetings. 

He  served  on  numerous  associational  committees,  most  frequently  the  Sunday 
School  Committee.  Serving  often  as  chairman,  he  continually  promoted  and 
emphasied  the  need  for  them.  As  well,  he  was  the  first  layman  to  be  chosen 
Associational  Moderator,  serving  fourteen  years;  from  1855-1869,  except  1860. 

When  the  1869  Sunday  School  Committee  reported  thirteen  out  of  twenty 
churches  had  Sunday  School,  nothing  could  have  delighted  his  heart  more.  His 
striving  and  urging  had  paid  off. 

At  the  1856  annual  session  he  remarked  that,  "We  should  strive  here  for  each 
other's  good  and  the  glory  of  God,  that  we  may  ultimately  receive  the  reward  of 
faithful  servants  and  stewards."  Little  did  those  present  at  the  October,  1869, 
meeting  realize,  that  in  about  a  month,  on  November  12,  1869,  the  association's 
faithful  Sunday  School  worker  and  encourager  would,  at  age  48,  "receive  his  reward 
for  being  a  faithful  servant  and  steward." 

In  a  tribute  to  him  found  in  the  January  26,  1870,  issue  of  the  "Biblical  Recorder" 
it  was  said  of  him,  "He  had  a  heart  as  large  as  the  world.  He  would  travel  many 
miles  to  stir  up  the  churches  to  support  the  missionaries  of  the  assocaition.  Twenty 
men  as  S.O.  Tatum  would  revolutionize  a  whole  association.  [The  Yadkin]  was  as 
much  injured  as  if  100  members  had  died." 

While  his  death  was  lamented,  there  was  rejoicing  over  the  fruit  of  his  labors. 
Before  his  death  he  had  urged  the  association  to  form  a  Sunday  School  Convention. 
As  a  result  of  the  seeds  he  had  sown,  at  the  1870  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Jerusalem 
Church,  it  was  announced  that  "a  Sunday  School  Convention  of  the  Yadkin 
Association"  had  been  formed.  The  purpose  behind  its  formation  was: 

It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Convention  to  discover  and  urge 
improvement  in  the  method  of  religious  culture,  and  to  render  the 
Sunday  School  continually  more  effective  in  educating  generations 
for  eternal  life. 

Early  Sunday  School  Convention  Meetings  became  most  productive,  and 
continued  to  meet  with  regularity  until  near  the  end  of  the  century  when  they  were 
discontinued  for  a  time.  Soon  after  the  turn  of  the  20th  century  they  were  begun 
again  and  continued  until  1951,  at  which  time  it  was  voted  to  replace  the  annual 
Convention  with  quarterly  Sunday  School  workers  meetings. 

At  the  first  one  held  in  1870,  the  meeting  "was  one  of  deep  and  solemn 
interest."  The  Convention's  emphasis  on  Sunday  Schools  produced  immediate 
results. 
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The  1871  annual  meeting  held  at  Society  Church,  twenty-six  churches  were 
represented  and  twenty  of  them  had  organized  Sunday  Schools.  While  some  were 
not  active  year  around,  the  total  number  of  "scholars"  from  the  twenty  churches 
was  1,433. 

At  the  1874  meeting  held  at  Rockford,  seventeen  of  the  twenty-three  churches 
represented  reporting  having  Sunday  Schools.  From  these  churches  the  total 
number  enrolled  was  824,  with  thirty-one  conversions  reported  occurring  as  the 
result  of  Sunday  School. 

During  this  twenty-five  year  period,  much  had  been  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
Sunday  School.  But  much  more  needed  to  be  done,  and  would  be  done. 


Education 

Educational  opportunities  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  were  minimal.  It  had 
been  a  neglected  subject  for  sometime.  As  the  second  half  of  the  19th  century 
began,  the  Yadkin  Association  began  to  emphasize  its  importance.  The  matter 
could  no  longer  be  neglected.  As  James  H.  Foote  (1825-1909),  the  notable  Christian 
educator,  scholar,  and  statesman,  stated  in  1855  as  Chairman  of  the  Education 
Committee,  "People  who  lie  on  their  oars  (in  regard  to  education)  will  be  apt  to  go 
down  stream  and  plunge  in  the  abyss  of  ignorance." 

The  association  began  to  support  the  cause  with  their  contributions.  State 
Convention  records  disclose  a  portion  of  the  monies  sent  in  by  the  association  was 
designated  for  education.  They  also  encouraged  the  churches  to  support  Baptist 
schools. 

In  the  1851  minutes  the  association  sought  to  "recommend  patronage  and 
support"  of  a  female  college  that  had  been  established  by  Baptists  in  Oxford, 
Granville  County.  In  the  1859  minutes,  they  voted  to  support  with  prayer  and  aid,  the 
newly  formed  Southern  Theological  Seminary  (1857).  In  addition,  they  had  been 
contributors  to  Wake  Forest  College,  begun  in  1834,  at  least  since  1838. 

While  a  private  academy  (academies  were  much  like  our  high  schools  today) 
could  be  found  at  both  Jonesville  and  East  Bend,  what  about  educational  endeavors 
launched  by  the  association?  Because  of  a  lack  of  sufficient  educational 
opportunities  available,  at  the  1860  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Eaton's,  "a  committee  of 
twenty-one  [was]  appointed  .  .  .  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  initiate,  and,  if  possible 
establish  a  male  and  female  seminary  at  some  central  and  convenient  location, 
within  our  associational  bounds,  and  report  the  next  session." 

Convening  at  Yadkinville  Church  in  1861,  the  committee,  after  a  year  of  fully 
studying  and  considering  the  matter,  were  "much  inclined  to  favor  and  encouarge 
the  establishment  of  a  female  high  school  within  the  bounds  of  this  Association."  A 
site  near  East  Bend  was  chosen  for  the  school.  Since  East  Bend  already  had  a 
successful  academy  in  operation  since  1854,  it  was  believed  it  would  help  serve  as 
an  attractive  drawing-card  for  prospective  female  students  considering  the  new 
school. 
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The  Civil  War  put  plans  on  hold  for  awhile,  but  by  1865  the  school  had  opened. 
From  the  1865  minutes  we  find  that  it  was  "in  successful  operation  under  Rev. 
Abram  Weaver  -  for  the  support  and  patronage  of  the  Baptist  church  and  general 
public."  The  school  proved  beneficial  to  those  who  attended,  but  after  a  brief  time, 
for  varied  reasons,  it  had  ceased  operation. 

In  an  effort  to  offer  further  educational  possibilities  within  the  association's 
territory,  with  the  help  of  Abram  Weaver  of  East  Bend,  the  Rockford  school  was 
resurrected.  During  the  Civil  War  the  school  had  all  but  ceased  to  exist  except  in 
name  only.  With  a  slight  name  change,  from  Rockford  Male  and  Female  Institute  to 
Rockford  Male  and  Female  Seminary,  the  school  was  re-opened  in  1866  with  a  new 
name  and  a  new  principal.  Meeting  at  White  Plains  in  1866,  the  association 
"recommended  the  Rockford  Seminary,  in  successful  operation  under  the  charge  of 
Rev.  Abram  Weaver,  as  Principal,  to  the  support  and  patronage  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  the  public  generally."  Classes  were  held  in  the  old  Rockford 
courthouse,  which'  after  1853  (the  year  the  Surry  County  seat  was  moved  to 
Dobson)  was  used  primarily  as  a  schoolhouse  to  accommodate  the  many 
educational  endeavors  undertaken  in  the  town. 


ROCKFORD 
MALE  AND   FEMALE   SEMINARY. 

The  next  Session  of  this  Institution  will  commence  January 
1st,  1867. 

Terms  per  Session  of  Five  Months. 

1st  Class,  Spelling,  Reading  and  Arithmetic,  &c,  $  6  00 
2nd  Class,  English  Grammar,  Geography,  History,  &c,  10  00 
3rd  Class,  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Astronomy,  &c,,  12  50 
4th  Class,  Languages  arid  Mathematics,  &c  ,  15  00' 

Contingent  Fee,  50* 

Board  per  month  in  specie,  7  50 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  money  and  the  unsettled'  state  cf 
the  currency,  the  tuition  can  be  paid  in  produce  at  prices  before 
the  war,  or  an  equivalent  in  currency. 

Students  who  may  wish  to  board  themselves  can  securtf 
rooms  on  very  favorable  terms. 

For  further  particulars  address  the  Principal. 

ABRAM  WEAVER,  Principal 

MocJc/ordy  JT.  0. 

A  Rockford  Seminary  ad  from  the  1866  minutes. 

Under  Weaver's  leadership  the  Rockford  Seminary,  by  1867,  had  more  than  one 
hundred  students  enrolled.  Two  terms  a  year  were  held,  five  months  each.  Some  of 
the  classes  and  their  prices  included:  spelling,  reading,  and  arithmetic  at  $6.00  a 
term.  English  Grammar,  geography,  and  history  were  $10.00  a  term.  Philosophy, 
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chemistry,  and  astronomy  were  $12.50.  Harder  subjects,  such  as  languages  and 
advanced  mathematics,  were  $15.00  per  session. 

Board  per  month  was  $7.50.  If  a  student  did  not  have  money,  the  1866 
associational  minutes  state  -  "owing  to  the  scarcity  of  money  and  the  unsettled 
state  of  currency,  the  tuition  can  be  paid  in  produce  at  prices  before  the  (Civil) 
War,  or  an  equivalent  in  currency." 

How  long  the  Rockford  Seminary  remained  in  operation  is  uncertain,  as  no  later 
records  of  the  school  exist.  However,  the  school  eventually  dissolved  sometime 
after  Weaver's  departure  from  the  area  in  late  1868. 

A  word  here  about  Rev.  Weaver,  the  Principal  of  both  the  East  Bend  and 
Rockford  schools.  Born  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  he  moved  to  East  Bend  early  in 
his  life.  Coming  to  Christ  at  East  Bend  Baptist,  that  church  licensed  him  to  the 
ministry  in  February  of  1863,  and  he  was  ordained  April  18  of  that  same  year. 

Receiving  his  education  at  Trinity  College  (now  Duke),  he  sought  to  enhance 
the  educational  possibilities  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Yadkin  Association.  In 
addition  to  serving  as  Principal  of  the  East  Bend  school  and  Rockford  Seminary,  he 
also  served  as  pastor  of  several  associational  churches.  He  was  considered  both  a 
gifted  preacher  and  teacher. 

His  work  in  the  association  was  fruitful,  but  late  in  the  year  of  1868  he  headed 
for  Harrisonville,  Missouri,  then  later  to  Dallas,  Texas.  While  his  stay  in  the 
association  was  of  short  duration,  his  ground  work  in  the  area  of  education  help  lay 
the  foundation  for  others  to  build  upon  in  the  future. 


Promoting  Periodicals 

At  the  1855  Associational  Meeting,  James  H.  Foote  stated  that  "education  may 
be  obtained  in  various  ways."  One  of  those  ways  was  "by  the  perusal  of  good  books 
and  religious  periodicals."  Through  men  like  Foote,  the  association  continually 
stressed  to  the  churches  and  their  members,  to  take  advantage  of  the  Baptist 
literature  available. 

William  G.  Brown  urged  in  1858  those  within  the  association,  "to  avail  ourselves 
of  means  of  information  which  are  within  our  reach  by  taking  religious  periodicals." 
Gathered  at  Sandy  Springs  that  year,  the  association  recommended  the  state  paper, 
the  "Biblical  Recorder"  at  $2.00  a  year;  the  "Commission"  at  $1.00  a  year,  and  the 
"Home  and  Foreign  Journal"  at  25  cents  a  year,  both  published  monthly  by  the 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Such  periodicals  were  considered  "worthy  of  patronage,"  and  was  "one  great 
means  of  procuring  knowledge  of  what  is  being  done  in  the  religious  world."  The 
association  recommended,  as  well,  other  religious  books  and  material,  some  of 
which  they  kept  on  hand  and  made  available  at  nominal  fees.  As  examples,  a  Bible 
dictionary  could  be  purchased  for  60  cents,  and  notes  on  the  Book  of  Acts  for  75 
cents. 

The  association's  continual  stress  upon  the  need  for  its  members  to  read  Christ 
honoring  literature  is  a  timeless  admonition.  It  needs  to  be  heeded. 


87 


During  The  Civil  War 

In  an  overview  of  the  third  quarter  of  a  century  of  the  nineteen  hundreds,  it 
would  be  unthinkable  to  not  sit  in  on  the  Associational  Sessions  during  the  Civil 
War,  1861-1865. 

The  Civil  War  began  in  April  of  1861,  and  it  did  not  take  long  for  the  war  to 
reach  into  the  boundaries  of  the  association.  At  the  October,  1861,  Session  held  at 
Yadkinville,  they  offered  their  condolences  to  the  families  of  W.C.  Carter  and 
William  H.  Adams,  "who  died  in  the  service  of  their  country."  Both  these  men  had 
been  active  in  associational  meetings. 

/To  the  twenty  churches  who  were  represented  at  this  session  with  a  total 
membership  of  1,627,  it  was — 

Resolved,  that  we  recommend  to  the  churches  composing  this 
Association,  to  set  apart  Friday  before  the  4th  Lord's  Day  in 
November  (1861),  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer  to 
the  Almighty  God  for  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  especially  for 
the  volunteers  now  in  our  army. 

It  was  prayer  and  faith  that  would  see  the  churches  through  these  years.  As  well, 
putting  feet  to  their  prayers  the  association  would  seek  to  reach  battle  weary 
soldiers  with  the  Gospel. 

At  the  Annual  Session  held  at  Flat  Rock  in  1862,  nineteen  churches  reported 
with  a  total  membership  of  1,585.  The  fighting  between  the  North  and  South  had 
intensified.  Not  forgetting  those  who  were  fighting,  the  following  declaration  was 
issued— 

Whereas  our  country  is  involved  in  a  war  with  the  United  States, 
who  are  using  all  their  endeavors  to  subjugate  us  and  to  take  from 
us  all  that  makes  life  desirable,  and  whereas  most  of  our  young 
men  have  gone  in  defense  of  these  sacred  rights  and  who  are 
exposed  to  all  the  vices  and  immorality  of  a  camp  life,  we  would 
advise  this  association  to  appoint  some  minister  of  her  own  body 
to  labor  as  missionary  among  the  Regiments  of  North  Carolina 
soldiers  and  pledge  him  a  support  while  thus  laboring. 

Desiring  to  take  the  Gospel  of  Peace  to  the  bloody  battlefields,  the  1863  minutes 
disclose  that  "Elder  Edwin  Martin  (had  been)  appointed  missionary  and  colporteur 
to  labor  among  North  Carolina  troops."  He  had  begun  his  duties  in  December  of 
1862. 

Because  of  poor  health,  Martin  was  replaced  by  F.H.  Jones  (1836-1911)  in 
February  of  1863.  He  was  paid  fifty  dollars  a  month.  Jones  reported  preaching  14 
sermons  among  the  troops,  talked  to  85  about  salvation,  distributed  50  Bibles,  30 
hymn  books,  and  passed  out  33,000  pages  of  tracts.  At  the  1863  meeting  held  at 
New  Hope  Church,  "Elder  Jones  (also)  related  some  incidents  in  his  experiences 
as  missionary  and  colporteur  among  the  soldiers." 
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The  delgates  from  the  twenty  churches  represented  and  others  assembled  in  the 
congregation  were  deeply  moved  when, 

Elder  Moses  Baldwin,  handed  over  to  the  clerk  the  request  of  a 
youthful  soldier,  who  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and 
who  on  his  death  bed  requested  that  the  money  he  had  left  after 
reaching  home,  be  given  to  send  religious  reading  to  the  soldiers. 

Jones'  report  and  the  heart  rending  presentation  by  Baldwin  was  evidence  to  the 
1,607  members  of  the  association  that  their  work  among  the  troops  was  profitable. 

Minutes  from  the  1864  Session  held  at  Fork  Church  disclose  funds  were  running 
low,  but  "a  collection  was  taken  up  for  Army  Colportage  amounting  to  $153.25." 
The  most  generous  offering  helped  make  it  possible  the  needed  ministry  among  the 
tired,  footsore,  weary  soldiers,  would  "continue  for  the  ensuing  year." 

When  the  75th  Annual  Session  met  at  Enon  in  October,  1865,  delegates  from  21 
churches  were  represented,  having  a  total  membership  of  1,855.  The  long  four  year 
war  had  come  to  an  end.  The  South  having  surrendered  April  9,  1865,  the 
association  recommended  "that  we  pray  for  the  healing  of  our  nation." 

In  asking  others  to  pray  for  the  healing  of  the  nation,  they  attempted  to  take 
steps  that  would  help  bring  about  that  healing.  At  the  1867  Annual  Session  held  at 
Island  Ford,  it  was  "recommend(ed)  to  our  churches  to  encourage  the  formation  of 
colored  people's  churches  within  our  bounds,  whenever  their  number  arid  piety 
justify  it." 

While  the  scars  of  war  were  slow  to  heal,  the  association  realized  holding  on  to 
bitterness  and  strife  would  not  bring  "reconstruction."  The  healing  of  the  nation 
must  begin  with  the  healing  of  a  person's  spirit,  thus  the  reason  behind  the  desire 
to  form  "colored  people's  churches." 

The  Civil  War  may  have  ended,  but  the  association's  battle  to  win  souls  for  the 
Kingdom  ever  continued. 


Growth  And  Division 

As  the  result  of  the  association's  mission  emphasis,  one  would  correctly 
conclude  that  during  this  flourishing  and  busy  twenty-five  year  period,  they 
experienced  both  growth  and  division.  Also,  this  period  witnessed  a  change  that 
was  gradually  evolving. 

In  1850  the  part  of  Surry  County  that  was  south  of  the  Yadkin  River  became 
known  as  Yadkin  County.  A  shift  was  taking  place  from  the  majority  of  churches 
being  in  Iredell,  Surry,  and  Davie  Counties,  to  Yadkin  County  becoming  the  center  of 
the  majority  of  the  associational  churches. 

This  period  began  with  the  following  sixteen  churches,  with  a  total  membership 
of  1,180: 
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Bear  Creek  -  Davie  66 

Damascus  -  Iredell  81 

Flat  Rock  -  Yadkin  148 

Mt.  Vernon  -  Iredell  53 

Mt.  Gilead  -  Yadkin  56 

New  Hope  -  Iredell  33 

Reece's  -  Yadkin  71 

Swaim's  -  Yadkin  89 


Cross  Roads  -  Yadkin  100 

Eaton's  -  Davie  93 

Fork  -  Davie  70 

Grassy  Knob  -  Iredell  1 16 

Island  Ford  -  Yadkin  77 

Rockford  -  Surry  30 

Society  -  Iredell  42 

Sandy  Springs  -  Iredell  55 


From  1850-1874,  twenty  churches  joined  the  association.  They  were:  1851:  Union 
Hill  -  Forsyth,  Tabor  -  Yadkin;  1859:  Union  Grove,  Yadkinville,  Enon  -  All  of 
Yadkin,  Antioch  -  Surry;  1860:  White  Plains  -  Surry;  1864:  Mocksville  -  Davie;  1866: 
Mt.  Hermon  -  Surry;  1868:  Jerusalem  -  Davie;  1869:  Bean  Shoals,  Dobson,  and 
Hollow  Springs  -  all  in  Surry,  New  Bethany  -  Iredell;  1871:  Yadkin  River  and  Trading 
Ford  -  Rowan;  1872:  Rocky  Ford  and  Cross  Roads  -  Surry,  Friendship  -  Yadkin;  1874: 
Sulphur  Springs  -  Surry.  Four  of  these  churches — Enon,  Friendship,  Union  Grove, 
and  Yadkinville,  all  of  Yadkin  County — are  still  members  of  the  association. 

During  this  time  thirteen  churches  were  lost.  Eight  of  them  left  in  1873  when  the 
South  Yadkin  Association  was  formed.  As  the  1870's  dawned,  the  number  of 
churches  within  the  Yadkin  Association  steadily  increased.  In  1870,  24  churches  are 
listed;  1871,  26  churches;  1872,  a  high  of  31  churches;  and  in  1873,  30  churches  are 
listed. 

Realizing  the  location  of  the  churches  were  still  scattered  over  a  wide  area,  it 
was  decided  to  once  again  divide  the  association.  At  the  1873  Annual  Meeting  held 
at  Cross  Roads,  "It  was  agreed  that  churches  south  of  Bear  Creek,  Cross  Roads,  and 
Sandy  Springs,  belonging  to  the  Yadkin  Association,  have  letters  of  dismission  to 
form  a  new  Association  [South  Yadkin]  with  other  chruches  from  other 
Associations."  This  new  association  would  consist  of  churches  mainly  from  Davie, 
Rowan,  and  Iredell  Counties. 

The  eight  churches  lost  in  the  1873  division  were:  Eaton's,  Jerusalem,  Fork,  arid 
Mocksville,  of  Davie;  New  Bethany,  New  Hope,  and  Society,  of  Iredell;  and  Trading 
Ford,  Rowan.  The  most  noted  of  these  churches  was  Eaton's  Meeting  House,  where 
the  first  Associational  Meeting  occurred  back  in  1790. 

The  next  year,  1874,  when  the  Annual  Meeting  convened  at  Rocky  Ford,  twenty- 
three  churches  were  represented  with  a  total  membership  of  1,618.  The  churches 
were: 

26  Bean  Shoals  -  Surry  66 

93  Cross  Roads  -  Yadkin  234 

24  Dobson  -  Surry  12 

51  Friendship  -  Yadkin  21 

237  Hollow  Springs  -  Surry  67 

47  Mt.  Hermon  -  Iredell  63 

NR  Reece's  -  Yadkin  167 

54  Rocky  Ford  -  Surry  17 

107  Sulphur  Springs  -  Surry  25 


Antioch  -  Surry 
Bear  Creek  -  Davie 
Cross  Roads  -  Surry 
Enon  -  Yadkin 
Flat  Rock  -  Yadkin 
Island  Ford  -  Yadkin 
Mt.  Gilead  -  Yadkin 
Rockford  -  Surry 
Sandy  Springs  -  Iredell 
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Swaim's  -  Yadkin  170  Union  Grove  -  Yadkin  51 

Union  Hill  -  Davie  NR  White  Plains  -  Surry  56 

Yadkinville  -  Yadkin  30 

The  twenty-three  churches  were  scattered  over  four  counties,  with  ten  in  Yadkin, 
nine  in  Surry,  two  in  Davie,  and  two  in  Iredell. 

While  the  association  may  have  lost  some  stable  and  solid  churches  in  1873,  as 
the  84th  Annual  Session  came  to  a  close  in  October  of  1874,  it  did  so  with  the 
Yadkin  Association  shining  as  bright  as  ever  as  a  beckon  for  Christ. 

In  concluding  this  overview  from  1850-1874,  it  is  an  understatement  to  say  this 
twenty-five  years  was  one  of  flourishment,  outreach,  and  significant  accomplish- 
ments. Yet,  in  spite  of  the  spiritual  strides  the  association  had  made,  the  following 
statement  is  found  in  the  1874  minutes: 

We  beg  the  churches  composing  this  Association  to  make  greater 
efforts  for  the  missionary  cause  than  they  have  heretofore  done. 

That  statement  reveals  a  great  truth.  The  secret  to  greater  accomplishments  is  to 
not  be  satisfied  with  past  successes. 


Laborers  Together 
1875-1899 


As  Father  Time  ushered  in  1875,  the  year  brought  with  it  more  than  just  the 
85th  year  of  the  association's  existence.  The  year  1875  was  the  doorway  that  would 
lead  them  into  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  the  nineteenth  century,  bringing  with  it  a 
flood  of  new  opportunities,  possibilities,  challenges,  and,  yes,  difficulties  and 
struggles. 

Beginning  the  journey  that  will  lead  us  down  the  paths  of  this  last  quarter  of  a 
century,  the  association  found  itself  under  the  continuing  and  capable  leadership  of 
James  H.  Lewellyn,  William  G.  Brown,  as  well  as  Moses  Baldwin  and  Kimbrough 
Thompson.  Of  the  first  two,  previous  mention  has  been  made;  of  the  latter  two, 
attention  will  be  given  shortly.  These  four  men,  along  with  other  equally  capable 
individuals,  would  help  guide  the  association  to  the  threshold  of  the  twentieth 
century. 

As  the  reader  shall  discover,  much  space  is  devoted  to  these  full  and  active 
twenty-five  years. 
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Repeating  The  Call 

Meeting  in  October,  1875,  at  Rockford  Church  for  the  85th  Annual  Session,  the 
meeting  could  best  be  summed  up  as  one  of  "repeating  the  call."  It  was  the  call  to 
missions.  It  was  this  call  that  had  led  to  the  association's  formation,  and  eighty-five 
years  later  that  call  could  still  be  heard  echoing  throughout  the  Rockford  Meeting 
House. 

The  annual  sermon  delivered  by  James  H.  Lewellyn,  from  II  Corinthians  4:5, 
reminded  those  present  of  their  purpose:  "For  we  do  not  preach  ourselves,  but 
Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  and  ourselves  your  servants  for  Jesus '  sake. " 

His  eloquent  sermon  was  more  than  mere  rhetoric.  Upon  concluding  the 
message  he  proceeded  to  report,  that  as  an  Associational  Missionary,  he  had 
preached  135  sermons,  baptized  many,  preached  at  about  25  different  places,  and 
that  there  "was  great  destitution  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  our  Association." 

A  challenge  was  laid  before  the  pastors  of  the  23  churches  with  a  total 
membership  of  1,730,  "to  preach  at  least  one  sermon  during  the  ensuing 
associational  year  on  the  subject  of  benevolence,  and  present  the  claims  of  Home 
and  Foreign  Missions  to  their  respective  churches."  The  association's  mission-hand 
could  reach  no  further  than  the  mission  outreach  of  the  members  who  made  up  the 
different  churches.  With  "much  territory  wholly  unoccupied,  and  much  more  only 
partly  occupied,"  there  was,  and  still  is,  an  urgent  need  to  "go  out  into  the  highways 
and  byways  and  compel  them  to  come  in. " 


Heeding  The  Call 

With  the  population  of  Yadkin  Couinty  continually  increasing,  from  10,697  in 
1870,  to  12,420  in  1880,  and  to  13,790  in  1890,  emphasis  upon  Associational 
Missionaries  was  still  the  most  practical  way  of  trying  to  reach  the  people.  However, 
the  territory  of  the  association  was  just  too  extensive  for  any  one  man  to  effectively 
cover. 

At  the  October,  1876,  meeting  held  at  Sandy  Springs,  a  committee  was  elected 
"to  draft  a  plan  for  missionary  operation."  The  association's  territory  was  divided 
into  approximately  four  sections,  with  a  missionary  assigned  to  each  section.  These 
men,  who  also  served  as  pastors,  labored  on  behalf  of  the  association  as  funds 
allowed. 

To  help  promote  this  mission  effort  and  keep  churches  informed,  at  the  1882 
meeting  held  at  Mount  Airy  Church,  a  Yadkin  Missionary  Society  Meeting  was 
formed.  Its  purpose  was  to  "endeavor  to  stimulate  our  churches  to  greater  liberality 
in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  our  Master  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
missionary  enterprise." 

Annual  meetings  were  held,  which  were  devoted  to  being  inspirational  and 
motivational  services.  The  objective  was  to  keep  the  mission  fires  burning.  These 
meetings  were  held  throughout  this  twenty-five  year  period. 
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Those  Who  Scattered  The  Seeds 

Rev.  Lewellyn  continued  to  serve  as  one  of  the  Associational  Missionaries  until 
1891.  His  efforts  seemed  to  always  meet  with  a  good  measure  of  success.  In  1876 
he  reported  preaching  "189  sermons,  baptized  59  persons,  aided  in  protracted 
(revival)  meetings  at  which  100  professed  faith  in  Christ,  prayed  with  65  families 
and  aided  in  30  prayer  meetings." 

Such  reports  from  his  labors  were  not  uncommon.  In  1890,  the  year  before  he 
"was  discontinued  as  missionary,"  he  "organized  a  church  and  completed  a  house 
of  worship."  His  diligent  labor  served  as  an  example  for  other  Associational 
Missionaries  to  follow.  And  two  who  deserve  mention  for  their  scattering  of  gospel 
seeds  are  Elders  Thomas  David  Casstevens  and  Elem  J.  Adams. 

Casstevens  was  born  December  5,  1838,  in  what  is  now  Yadkin  County.  He  was 
baptized  into  the  Baptist  faith  in  1858  by  Rev.  William  G.  Brown.  Three  years  later, 
in  1861,  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry. 

Much  involved  in  associational  work,  he  served  on  numerous  committees, 
always  emphasizing  missions.  While  having  been  a  pastor  in  the  association  since 
the  War,  he  is  first  mentioned  as  an  Associational  Missionary  in  1876.  That  year  he 
reported  preaching  "101  sermons,  assisted  in  meetings  where  more  than  50  persons 
professed  Christ,  and  traveled  903  miles."  In  1877  "he  aided  in  meetings  where  115 
professions  were  made,  and  baptized  32  persons." 

Throughout  the  1880's,  he  labored  for  the  association  with  such  results 
continuing,  often  with  little  pay.  He  is  known  to  have  even  traveled  by  foot  on 
occasion  to  carry  the  Gospel  into  destitute  areas. 

In  1888,  his  last  year  as  an  Associational  Missionary,  he  reported  "a  new  church 
house  near  completion  and  nearly  ready  to  organize  a  church."  A  shoemaker  by 
trade,  his  consuming  desire  was  to  fit  the  shoeless  souls  of  the  lost  with  the  shoes 
of  the  Gospel  of  Peace. 

A  diligent  student  of  the  Scriptures,  his  mission  labors  ceased  on  March  3,  1890. 
He  left  behind  both  a  Christian  example  for  others  to  follow  and  precious  souls 
won  for  the  Kingdom. 

Another  man  worthy  of  mention  is  Rev.  Elem  Jesse  Adams.  Born  on  February  14, 
1844,  he  was  reared  in  Yadkin  County.  In  1862,  at  the  tender  age  of  eighteen,  he 
[  'Oined  the  Confederate  Army.  The  sights  and  horrors  of  brother  fighting  against 
f  Drother  resulted  in  him  going  AWOL  in  1863.  While  absent  without  leave,  he  came 
:o  Christ,  whereupon  he  returned  to  his  Regiment  to  fulfill' his  military  obligations. 
He  was  later  captured  by  Union  soldiers  and  was  held  prisoner  until  the  end  of  the 
War. 

Not  long  after  the  Civil  War  he  married  (1867)  and  moved  to  California. 
Returning  to  Yadkin  County  in  1872,  he  and  his  wife  joined  Union  Grove -Baptist. 
Entering  the  ministry  that  same  year,  for  the  next  thirty  years  he  would  serve  in  the 
issociation  as  a  passionate  friend  of  mission  outreach.  Minutes  are  filled  with 
exhortations  that  fell  from  his  lips,  encouraging  the  churches  to  ever  be  supportive 
)f  missions  with  their  giving  and  prayers. 
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Rev.  Elena  Jesse  Adams 

He  is  first  mentioned  riding  the  mission  trail  in  1879,  doing  work  in  the 
Rockford  vicinity.  His  travels  even  carried  him  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
association,  unto  the  foothills  of  Virginia.  His  faithful  labors  resulting  in  him  being 
in  on  the  constitution  of  at  least  six  churches  within  the  association.  As  well,  his 
example  and  influence  resulted  in  several  young  men  entering  the  ministry.  He 
would  later  have  a  grandson  (R.E.  Adams)  and  a  great-grandson  (W.T.  Adams) 
serve  as  ministers  in  the  Yadkin  Association. 

In  the  late  1890's,  poor  health  eventually  forced  him  to  give  up  his  extensive 
travels.  Taking  the  message  westward,  he  and  his  family  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1902. 
There  he  served  his  Savior  until  his  Homegoing,  March  15,  1921. 

While  Lewellyn,  Casstevens,  and  Adams  seemed  to  distinguish  themselves  as 
Associational  Misisonaries,  others  who  served  equally  efficiently  during  this  period 
were:  S.D.  Brown,  S.S.  May,  William  Phillips,  Bro.  Hall,  Bro.  Hodge,  J.H.  Martin,  and 
A.  Stamey.  All  these  men  labored  faithfully,  as  minutes  clearly  disclose. 

The  1887  minutes  record,  "had  four  missionaries  employed  during  the  last  year 
whose  success  has  been  most  gratifying.  One  church  organized  and  the  salaries  of1 
the  missionaries  have  been  periodically  paid."  In  1889,  minutes  further  state,  "The  I 
work  done  through  the  Missionary  Society  in  the  bounds  of  this  Association  has 
been  wonderfully  blest  by  the  Lord."  Only  eternity  will  be  able  to  reveal  all  the  fruit 
that  resulted  from  their  diligent  labors. 

Though  these  men's  salaries  were  not  always  fixed,  the  association  attempted  to 
pay  them  about  $40.00  a  month.  While  efforts  were  made  to  always  pay  them  for 
their  work,  during  the  1890's  it  became  more  and  more  difficult  to  secure  sufficient 
funds  to  support  their  salaries. 

Part  of  the  reason  for  lack  of  funds  was  due  to  more  and  more  Baptist  causes 
being  supported  by  the  association.  This  scattered  the  funds  around.  There  was 
also  the  simple  fact  of  the  scarcity  of  money.  Another  reason  was  stated  to  be,  "duty 
is  sadly  neglected  in  (some  of)  the  churches." 
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Because  of  lack  of  funds  for  varied  reasons,  in  1894  the  association  was  unable 
o  employ  missionaries  to  preach  in  destitute  sections  of  our  Association." 
inutes  from  that  year  further  state,  "There  was,  and  has  not  been,  any  work  done, 
lall  we  longer  remain  inactive?" 

The  silence  of  paths  that  once  echoed  with  the  hoofbeats  of  horses  carrying 
oclaimers  of  the  Gospel,  was  a  loud  message  that  stirred  the  churches  to  action 

not  let  such  silence  occur  again.  By  the  1895  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Antioch, 
tough  funds  were  collected  that  the  association,  on  a  limited  basis,  "employed 
ur  missionaries  which  preached  at  five  points,  there  have  been  18  additions  to  the 
iptist  Churches." 

However,  the  struggle  to  collect  sufficient  funds  to  keep  someone  employed 
•ntinued.  With  funds  limited,  the  work  was  also  limited.  By  the  1899  Annual 
eeting  held  at  Sandy  Srpings,  it  was  reported  that  "a  large  number  of  our  best 
istors  are  doing  voluntary  mission  work,  for  which  they  do  not  receive  one  cent  of 

•y-" 

As  the  result  of  not  being  able  to  continually  collect  sufficient  funds  to 
equately  support  those  who  labored,  as  the  nineteenth  century  closed, 
sociational  mission  work  had  to  be  curtailed  somewhat.  However,  it  was  not 
^continued.  The  work  went  on  through  the  sacrificial  work  of  volunteers,  who 
;)uld  see  the  work  through  these  difficult  times. 


A  Colporteur  Rides  Again 


During  the  late  1880's  the  association  sought  to  once  again  saddle  up  the  horse 
I  •  one  to  do  the  work  of  a  colporteur,  an  outreach  which  had  been  discontinued 
i5ring  the  Civil  War.  (If  by  chance  the  reader  can't  recall(!)  the  work  performed  by 
He  colporteur,  he  traveled  far  and  wide  distributing  Bibles,  religious  materials,  and 
cts.)  At  the  1887  meeting,  which  convened  at  White  Plains,  a  committee  was 
b;cted  "to  appoint  a  colporteur  for  the  Association,  fix  his  salary  and  visit  the 
lurches,  urging  them  to  contribute  to  his  support." 
I  Meeting  at  Bear  Creek  in  August  of  1888,  "Bro.  Satterfield,  who  is  colporteur  for 

association  in  Virginia,  was  invited  to  labor  within  the  bounds  of  this 
i;i>ociation."  He  labored  for  about  a  year,  but  the  same  problem  that  was  beginning 
li  effect  the  Associational  Missionaries  was  also  effecting  the  colporteur  - 
Sufficient  funds. 

If  the  association  was  guilty  of  anything  during  this  time,  it  was  overextending 
i[2lf  without  proper  funds  on  hand.  But  the  overextending  was,  if  anything,  an  error 

I  the  heart — a  passionate  heart  that  desired  to  reach  as  many  as  they  could  with 
J  glorious  Gospel  of  Christ. 

I  In  1889  and  the  early  1890's,  Kimbrough  Thompson  was  appointed  and  took 
ion  himself  to  serve  as  colporteur  in  spite  of  insufficient  funds.  He  was  capable  of 
C  >ng  much  in  a  short  time.  As  an  example,  in  1890  he  reported,  "miles  traveled 
\c),  visits  made  240,  found  no  Bibles  in  35  families,  organized  28  Sabbath  Schools, 

Ike  away  about  42  Bibles  and  Testaments.  Received  $26.80."  All  this  was  done  in 
days. 
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Rev./Dr.  Kimbrough  Thompson 


Thompson,  born  in  Surry  County 
on  October  5,  1827,  was  an  extremely 
gifted  and  capable  man.  He  was  un- 
selfish, did  much  work  in  the  back- 
ground, and  was  willing  to  let  others 
take  the  credit.  He  did  not  ever  seek 
to  be  in  the  limelight,  but  sought  to 
always  shine  the  Light. 

Not  only  was  he  a  preacher,  but 
he  was  also  a  teacher  and  medical 
Doctor.  Graduating  from  Wake  Forest 
College  in  1849,  he  returned  to  Surry 
County  where  he  began  teaching 
school  in  Mt.  Airy, 'as  well  as  in 
Carroll  County,  Virginia.  Desiring  to 
further  help  humanity,  he  soon  en- 
rolled at  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
began  studying  to  be  a  Doctor. 

In    between    breaks    from    his 
teaching,  he  traveled  back  and  forth  to  Philadelphia  pursuing  his  medical  studies. 
Finally,  in  1855  he  received  his  medical  degree. 

In  1861  he  moved  to  Kentucky  to  teach  and  practice  medicine.  While  there  he 
sensed  a  call  to  preach  and  was  ordained  in  1863.  After  a  brief  stay  in  Missouri, 
1864-65/66,  he  moved  back  to  Surry  County  in  1866.  He  sought  not  only  to  help 
people  physicaly,  he  had  a  desire  to  bring  spiritual  healing  to  those  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Yadkin  Association. 

Becoming  active  in  the  association  about  1867,  his  name  can  be  found  on 
practically  every  page  of  the  minutes  from  1867-1903.  Serving  at  one  time  or  another 
on  every  committee  in  the  association,  he  was  most  at  home  on  the  Mission  and 
Education  Committees.  A  man  of  some  means,  he  willingly  gave  his  money  and 
time  to  further  the  Gospel. 

The  father  of  seven  children  resulting  from  his  marriage  at  age  43  to  Mary 
McMickle,  his  family  encouraged  and  supported  him  in  his  associational  work.  He 
remained  a  part  of  the  Yadkin  Association  until  1903,  when  the  Surry  Association 
was  formed. 

Dr.  Thompson  continued  to  labor  for  the  Great  Physician  until  January  10,  1918, 
at  which  time,  at  age  90  he  entered  the  Land  where  no  one  ever  grows  old.  At  his 
death,  the  "Biblical  Recorder"  wrote  that  all  his  life  was  lived  "for  the  good  he 
might  do  to  suffering  humanity." 

Throughout  this  last  quarter  of  a  century  of  the  nineteen  hundreds,  it  was 
because  of  the  unselfishness  of  men  like  Thompson,  and  so  many  others  like  him, 
that  the  Gospel  seeds  were  still  being  sowed  within  and  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
the  association;  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  was  often  a  lack  of  funds  to  help 
rightly  support  them  in  their  labors.  Their  example  beckons  us  to  follow 
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Reaching  Into  China 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  mission  efforts  within  the  immediate 
boundaries  of  the  association,  but  their  efforts  were  by  no  means  confined  to  those 
boundaries.  They  had  been  giving  consistently  to  the  support  of  State,  Home,  and 
Foreign  Missions  since  the  1830's,  but  in  1888  their  mission  giving  took  on  personal 
meaning,  as  it  reached  across  the  world  into  China.  The  association's  mission-hand 
was  able  to  extend  over  the  waters  through  the  labors  of  E.F.  Tatum. 

Rev.  Ezra  Frances  Tatum  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Owen  Tatum,  who  gave  over 
twenty  years  of  his  life  to  the  Yadkin  Association.  Reference  to  the  elder  Tatum  in 
the  overview  from  1850-1874  disclose  he  was  Moderator  from  1855-1869,  and  had  a 
desire  for  Sunday  School  outreach  and  development. 

Farmington   in   Davie  County,  the 

younger  Tatum  grew  up  familiar  with 

and  under  the  influence  of  Yadkin 

associational  work.  When  about  ten 

years  of  age,  he  gave  his  life  to  Christ 

and  was  baptized  into  the  fellowship 

of  Eaton's  Baptist  Church. 

Until  his  second  year  as  a  teenager 

he    was    one    of    the    over    fifteen 

hundred  members  of  the  Yadkin 
}  Association.  When  Eaton's  joined  the 

newly  formed  South  Yadkin  Associ- 
ation in  1873,  Tatum  was  but  fourteen 
<years  old.  However,  he  would  later 
.:  incarnate  the  mission  passion  he  had 

seen  in  his  father  and  that  had  been 

the  bedrock  of  the  Yadkin  Association. 

He    would    not    forget    his    "native 

association"   nor  would   they  forget 

him. 

In  1882,  at  age  23,  he  yielded  to 
jthe  call  to  preach.  He  soon  entered 

Wake   Forest  College,   where   he 

graduated  in  1887.  He  later  attended  Southern  Baptist  Seminary.  While  a  student  at 

Wake  Forest,  he  wrote  in  his  diary  on  February  28,  1886,  "If  Christians  will  send  me, 

I  am  going  to  China  -  God  being  my  helper." 

In  June  of  1888,  he  was  appointed  by  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 

Board  as  a  missionary  to  China.  At  the  August,  1888,  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Bear 
j  Creek,  the  association  was  honored  to  have  Rev.  Tatum  in  attendance.  As  a  member 

of  the  Associational  Foreign  Mission  Committee,  he  spoke  persuasively  on  the 

mission  cause.  His  words  pierced  the  hearts  of  his  hearers,  as  the  churches 

pledged  $202.50  for  his  support. 


Rev.  Ezra  Frances  Tatum 
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Not  many  months  later,  in  November  of  1888,  Rev.  E.F.  Tatum  set  sail  for 
Shanghai,  China,  where  he  would  labor  for  almost  fifty  years.  Not  forgetting  their 
"illustrious  son,"  in  1889  the  associational  churches  pledged  $199.50  for  his 
support. 

At  the  Centennial  Meeting  held  at  Rockford  in  1890,  a  letter  was  received  from 
Rev.  Tatum  "addressed  to  the  Moderator  (J.G.  Burrus)  of  this  Association."  Being 
read  to  those  assembled,  "the  letter  asked  for  increased  contributions  for  foreign 
mission  work."  Following  the  letter's  reading,  a  collection  and  pledges  were 
received  for  him  amounting  to  $300.00. 

Through  the  years  the  association  continued  to  remember  one  who  had  once 
been  a  part  of  them,  with  their  prayers  and  financial  support.  Tatum's  presence  in 
China  added  a  personal  dimension  to  their  giving,  and  gave  new  meaning  to  the 
truth  that  we  are  all  co-laborers  together  with  God. 

Rev.  Tatum  died  in  China  on  March  1,  1937,  leaving  behind  a  wife  and  a 
daughter.  He  was  buried  in  Shanghai,  which  had  become  his  home.  Whatever  fruits 
resulted  from  his  labors,  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  had  a  part  in  it  through 
their  prayers  and  giving. 


Distilleries  Brew  A  Problem 

When  missions  become  a  priority,  the  devil  seeks  to  divert  one  from  such  a 
focus  through  issues  that  can  ultimately  lead  one  from  their  stated  objective.  During 
this  last  quarter  of  a  century  of  the  nineteen  hundreds,  the  problem  of  intemperance 
reared  its  monstrous  head  again.  Dealing  with  that  liquid  devil  is  a  problem  that 
never  seems  to  go  away. 

This  time  the  problem  was  not  with  just  consuming  it,  but  with  the 
manufacturing  and  selling  of  it.  At  this  time  in  history,  there  were  Government 
distilleries  in  operation  throughout  North  Carolina.  More  than  a  few  of  these 
distilleries  could  be  found  in  operation  in  the  Yadkin  Association  territory. 

Three  questions  arose  from  the  existence  of  such  "stills."  How  should  the 
association  deal  with  church  members  who  were  engaged  in  the  manufacturing 
and  sale  of  alcohol?  What  should  be  done  with  churches  who  condone  such  a 
trade?  What  about  ministers  who  were  in  some  way  engaged  with  these  distilleries? 
Each  of  these  questions  shall  be  dealt  with. 

At  the  August,  1879,  meeting  held  at  Mount  Hermon,  the  question  was  raised: 
What  shall  a  church  do  with  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  who  is 
engaged  in  the  Revenue  Department  as  a  United  States  Store 
Keeper  and  Gauger  in  a  public  distillery? 

A  "Store  Keeper"  was  employed  by  the  Government  and  was  present  when  the 
stills  were  in  operation.  His  job  was  to  give  an  accurate  account  of  what  had  been 
produced,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Government  tax.  As  a  "Gauger,"  his  job  was  to 
measure  and  proof  the  liquors  or  brandy  made. 

The  association's  suggestion  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  a  minister  holding 
such  a  job  was  short  and  concise:  "Require  him  to  give  up  that  office  or  surrender 
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his  credentials  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel."  Firm  in  their  stance,  at  the  August, 
1880,  Annual  Meeting  convening  at  Sulphur  Springs,  two  ministers — 

were  disposed  from  the  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry  because  of 
their  connection  with  the  Revenue  Department  of  the  United  States 
Government. 
The  association  meant  what  it  had  said.  As  a  result,  there  is  no  mention  in 
further  minutes  of  having  to  deal  with  any  minister  engaged  in  such  a  job.  Let  it  be 
added,  one  of  the  ministers  later  gave  up  his  distillery  job,  and  his  credentials  were 
restored. 

What  should  churches  do  with  members  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  and 
selling  of  alcohol?  In  1888  the  association  reported  that  "not  less  than  twenty-five 
Baptists  in  this  Association  have  engaged  in  manufacturing  intoxicating  liquors 
during  the  past  12  months." 

How  churches  were  to  deal  with  such  members  was  stated  in  1879,  and  was 
repeated  almost  yearly: 

Any  member  of  the  church  engaged  in  manufacturing,  trading,  or 
trafficking  in  it,  or  using  it  to  excess,  should  first  be  admonished  to 
abandon  it;  if  not,  should  be  excluded  from  the  church. 

While  some  churches  did  exclude  members  who  refused  to  abandon  their 
association  with  alcohol,  not  all  churches  did.  This  raised  a  third  question:  What 
should  be  done  with  a  church  that  refuses  to  deal  with  members  associated  with 
the  making  or  consuming  of  alcohol?  Dealing  with  this  matter  caused  no  small  stir 
as  the  association  entered  the  1890's. 

At  the  1890  Annual  Session,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Yadkin  Association — 
earnestly    advise    the    brethren    and    churches    composing    this 
Association   to   withdraw   fellowship   from   every   member  who 
continues    to    make,   vend,    or   habitually   uses    as    a   beverage 
intoxicant  drink:  that  this  Association  withdraw  fellowship  from  the 
churches,  who  after  the  proper  admonition,  shall  fail  to  comply 
with  this  resolution. 
At  the  1891  Session,  gathered  at  Union  Grove,  a  motion  was  made,  "That  this 
Association  withdraw  fellowship  from  the  churches  who  fail  to  comply  with  the 
Resolution  ...  [of  1890]  ...  to  go  into  effect  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Association." 
Minutes  record  that  after  a  "heated  discussion  was  participated  in,"  it  was  adopted. 
The    1891    meeting    witnessed    the    first    amendment    to    the    Associational 
Constitution,  which  had  been  adopted  back  in  1793.  Though  the  amendment  was 
not  adopted  unanimously,  to  Article  13  it  was  added  that  the  association  had  the 
right- 
To  withdraw  fellowship  from  any  church  that  retains  in  fellowship 
members   who   are   engaged    in   the   manufacture   or   traffic   of 
intoxicating  liquors. 
Meeting  at  Cross  Roads  Church  in  August  of  1892,  once  again  "a  heated 
discussion  was  participated  in"  concerning  brethren  who  continue  to  "engage  in 
their  accursed  occupation."  It  was  decided  that  visits  would  be  made  to  all  the 
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churches  in  the  association  that  had  members  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  or 
selling  of  alcohol,  and  warn  them  of  their  possible  exclusion  from  the  association. 

By  1894,  all  but  five  churches  had  complied  with  the  resolution  adopted  in  1890. 
These  churches  were  told  that — 

The  Body  of  the  Master  requires  us  to  refuse  your  representatives 
in  this  body  at  our  next  meeting  unless  you  exclude  such  members 
or  if  they  shall  desist  from  this  evil. 

When  the  association  met  at  Antioch  for  the  1895  Annual  Session,  it  was 
reported  that  three  of  the  five  churches  had  voted  to  comply  with  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  association.  However,  the  other  two  churches,  "by  a  large  majority 
voted'it  down."  One  of  these  churches  withdrew  from  the  association  before  it  was 
excluded.  The  other  church  became  inactive  for  awhile,  but  was  restored  in  1900. 

As  can  be  seen,  this  issue  caused  quite  a  few  ripples  on  the  pond.  It  is  no 
coincidence  that  it  was  during  this  time  that  labors  of  the  Associational 
Missionaries  had  to  be  curtailed  because  of  insufficient  funds.  With  a  crack  in  their 
unity,  there  was  lacking  the  cooperation  that  was  necessary  to  effectively  make  the 
same  kind  of  impact  for  Christ  that  had  been  made  before  the  issue  over  that  liquid 
devil  sprung  a  leak. 

As  the  nineteenth  century  came  to  a  close,  some  progress  had  been  made  in 
plugging  the  leak.  The  1899  minutes  state — 

The  number  of  churches  and  other  Associations  which  admit 
members  engaged  in  the  traffic  of  intoxicant  liquors  is  steadily 
decreasing. 

During  the  heat  of  this  issue  in  the  1890's, 
John  G.  Burrus,  the  Moderator,  deserves 
speical  mention.  He  kept  the  "heated  dis- 
cussions" from  getting  out  of  hand  and 
turning  into  a  blaze.  Minutes  indicate  all 
debates,  though  fiery  at  times,  were  conducted 
in  an  orderly  manner. 

Burrus,  born  in  Surry  County  on  August  6, 
1845,  was  much  respected  as  a  Christian 
layman,  business  man,  and  devoting  husband 
and  father.  He,  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and  their 
four  children,  operated  the  Rockford  Hotel.  A 
former  Confederate  soldier,  he  also  served  on 
the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  Surry 
County  for  14  years. 

Devoted    to    the    church,    he    served    as 
Sunday  School  Superintednent  of  Rockford 
Baptist  for  fifty-four  years.   He  was  Associ- 
ational Moderator  for  seventeen  years,  from  1887-1903;  and  later  served  in  that  same 
position  for  the  Surry  Association  from   1905-1913.  He  was  a  most  dedicated 
disciple  of  Christ. 


John  G.  Burrus 
Served  17  years  as  Moderator. 
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When  he  died  on  March  20,  1928,  both  associations  could  say  it  had  been  their 
privilege  to  have  had  a  man  of  his  caliber  to  serve  as  their  Moderator.  His  business 
sense,  leadership  abilities,  and  Christian  character  made  him  God's  man  at  a 
crucial  time  in  the  association's  history. 


Sunday  School  See-Saws 

During  the  years  of  1875-1899,  Sunday  School  work  had  both  its  high  and  low 
moments.  One  could  even  say  it  see-sawed  back  and  forth,  never  reaching  the 
expectations  the  Associational  Sunday  School  Committee  believed  and  desired 
possible. 

Some  of  those  who  served  on  the  Sunday  School  Committee  during  this  period 
were  such  able  men  as:  Solomon  D.  Brown,  S.S  May,  Issac  L.  Shugart,  W.S.  Redman, 
Henry  Swaim,  G.W.  Baity,  Kimbrough  Thompson,  J.H.  Flippin,  C.C.  Haymore,  W.J. 
Fulford,  LA.  Spear,  and  Moses  Baldwin.  All  these  men  had  a  desire  to  see  Sunday 
School  work  in  the  churches  advance  and  prosper. 

At  the  1876  Session,  just  over  half  of  the  churches  reported  Sunday  Schools, 
fourteen  out  of  twenty-four.  To  help  promote  the  organization  of  Sunday  Schools — 
a  committee  of  five  of  the  most  active  Sunday  School  workers 
(were)  appointed,  to  be  known  as  Sunday  School  Board  of  the 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  ...  to  divide  the 
churches  among  themselves,  to  visit  them  one  or  more  times 
during  the  year,  and  aid  in  organizing  and  encouraging  Sunday 
Schools  in  every  church  and  neighborhood  in  the  Association. 

A  worthy  goal.  A  Sunday  School  in  every  church.  At  the  1878  meeting  held  at 
Forbush,  the  Board  reported  that  progress  had  been  made: 

In  the  northern  bound  of  this  Association,  where  but  a  few  years 
ago,  in  some  neighborhoods  it  was  almost  considered  a  crime  to 
engage  in  a  Sabbath  School,  there  are  now  quite  a  number  of 
them,  about  twelve  flourishing  ones,  and  they  are  well  attended. 

While  1878  saw  an  upward  trend,  1879  and  1880  saw  it  see-saw  back  and  forth. 
In  1879  only  10  out  of  26  churches  reported  Sunday  Schools  with  about  720 
"scholars"  enrolled.  In  1880,  13  out  of  28  churches  had  them.  For  both  years  the 
number  dropped  below  half. 

The  fluctuating  numbers  can  be  explained  in  part.  Many  of  the  churches  only 
had  Sunday  Schools  during  the  summer  months  and  early  fall.  When  winter  weather 
arrived  they  were  discontinued  because  of  the  difficulty  of  travel  by  foot,  horse  and 
wagon,  or  horseback.  Oftentimes,  unless  there  was  a  real  promoter  of  Sunday 
Schools  within  the  church,  it  was  easier  for  the  work  to  lie  dormant  simply  out  of 
neglect.  It  was  not  uncommon  to  find  churches  reporting  Sunday  School  one  year 
and  not  the  next,  but  the  following  year  report  it  again. 
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If  a  church  did  not  have  Sunday  School  it  was  not  because  of  a  lack  of  available 
material.  The  association  continually  recommended  "that  the  International  Lesson 
system  be  adopted"  (1877),  and  there  was  "the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Supply  Store, 
located  in  Raleigh,  (which)  we  know  this  literature  to  be  sound"  (1886). 

The  urging  paid  off.  In  1887  it  was  reproted  that  "those  who  had  Sunday  School, 
nearly  all  the  churches  have  adopted  the  International  lessons." 

During  the  mid  1880's  the  fluctuating  did  begin  to  stabilize  somewhat.  By  1885, 
18  out  of  24  churches  reported  having  Sunday  Schools,  with  1,200  enrolled.  It  was 
back  up  to  over  half.  While  the  future  numbers  would  still  see-saw,  in  the  1890's 
every  session  reported  at  least  fifty  percent  of  the  associational  churches  having 
them. 

In  1890,  18  of  34  churches  reported  Sunday  School,  with  1,441  enrolled;  1892,  23 
out  of  34,  with  1,918  enrolled;  1895,  17  out  of  34;  1896,  23  out  of  34;  and  in  1899,  21 
out  of  30,  with  1,506  enrolled. 

As  the  curtain  closed  on  the  nineteenth  century,  the  21  of  30  churches  who 
reported  Sunday  Schools  in  1899,  along  with  their  Superintendent,  were: 


CHURCH 

COUNTY 

ENROLLED 

SUPERINTENDENTS 

Antioch 

Surry 

41 

LW.  Reece 

Bear  Creek 

Davie 

52 

J.C.  Booe 

Boonville 

Yadkin 

73 

A.S.  Speer 

Cross  Roads 

Yadkin 

148 

C.L.  Bagby 

Cranberry 

Yadkin 

43 

D.N.  Moxley 

Dobson 

Surry 

88 

W.L.  Reece 

East  Bend 

Yadkin 

154 

W.N.  Horn 

Flat  Rock 

Yadkin 

NR 

David  Gough 

Huntsville 

Yadkin 

80 

LA.  Speas 

Island  Ford 

Yadkin 

67 

W.A.  Holleman 

Mount  Carmel 

Surry 

49 

J.W.  Phillips 

Mount  Hermon 

Surry 

36 

T.G.  Harion 

Mountain  View 

Surry 

50 

LA.  Martin 

Oak  Grove 

Surry 

64 

Abaram  Ayers 

Richmond  Hill 

Yadkin 

133 

J.N.  Jester 

Rockford 

Surry 

43 

J.L  Cockerham 

Richmond 

Surry 

77 

P.C.  Lane 

Swaim's 

Yadkin 

56 

S.S.  Wagoner 

Shady  Grove 

Yadkin 

92 

H.W.  Reece 

Union  Grove 

Yadkin 

72 

J.A.  Wiseman 

While  the  goal  the  Sunday  School  Committee  set  in  1876  to  have  an  Annual 
Session  where  all  the  churches  reported  having  active,  on-going  Sunday  Schools 
was  never  reached,  there  was  an  encouraging  note.  Though  the  number  of  churches 
having  them  fluctuated,  at  one  time  or  another  during  this  twenty-five  year  period 
"nearly  every  church  has  (had)  one  or  more  Sunday  Schools  under  its  direction" — 
they  just  were  not  all  held  duimg  the  same  year. 

The  Yadkin  Sunday  School  Board  had  done  the  leg  work,  offered  encouragement 
and  suggestions,  it  was  now  up  to  the  churches  to  remain  "alive  to  a  sense  of  the 
importance  of  the  great  work  of  Sunday  School." 

That  is  still  true  today,  is  it  not? 
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Promoting  The  Three  R's 

While  some  progress  had  been  made  in  offering  educational  opportunities 
within  the  association's  vicinity,  there  was  still  much  to  be  accomplished.  During 
this  period,  two  men  who  deserve  special  mention  for  helping,  not  only  to 
emphasize  the  importance  of  education,  but  gave  of  themselves,  were  Kimbrough 
Thompson  and  Moses  Baldwin.  While  reference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
educational  background  of  Thompson,  Baldwin  was  equally  at  home  in  the  field  of 
academics. 

Baldwin  was  born  in  Randolph  County  on  December  4,  1825.  In  his  early  years, 
he  possessed  both  a  Christian  character  far  beyond  his  years  and  a  thirst  for 
knowledge. 

Age  age  25  he  entered  Wake  Forest  College,  where  he  graduated  in  the  spring  of 
1856.  Soon  after  graduation,  on  August  31,  1856,  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry. 

Moving  to  Hillsboro,  he  pastored  and  taught  school.  In  1858  he  moved  to 
Oxford,  where  he  taught  and  preached  for  three  years.  As  the  Civil  War  broke  out  in 
1861,  he  moved  to  Bethania  in  Forsyth  County.  There  he  opened  a  school,  where  he 
taught  for  a  couple  of  years. 

About  1863  he  and  his  wife,  Adeline,  who  were  married  in  1858,  moved  to 
Yadkin  County.  At  that  time  East  Bend  had  an  established  and  flourishing  academy, 
and  sought  qualified  teachers.  The  challenge  of  teaching  there  appealed  to  him.  As 
well,  there  was  sufficient  opportunities  to  pastor. 

Teaching  and  preaching  in  both  Yadkin  and  Davie  Counties  until  1884,  he 
moved  to  Pittsboro  where  he  remained  until  1889.  Moving  back  to  Yadkin  County, 
he  and  his  wife  made  their  home  in  the  Huntsville  community,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death. 

It  was  not  long  after  moving  to  Huntsville  that  he  and  his  wife  opened  an 
academy  there.  In  addition,  they  operated  a  boarding  house  for  students  who 
needed  a  place  to  stay  while  attending  school,  often  boarding  them  for  free. 

He  continued  to  preach  and  teach  until  his  Homegoing  on  October  20,  1908,  at 
age  83.  While  his  body  rests  in  the  Huntsville  Baptist  Church  Cemetery,  his  spirit 
abides  with  the  Great  Teacher  whom  he  faithfully  sought  to  teach  by  his  life  and  in 
proclamation.  He  left  behind  for  the  Yadkin  Association,  an  example  that  should 
inspire  one  with  the  ambition  to  realize  the  highest  ideals. 

With  the  educational  background  of  Thompson  and  Baldwin,  it  is  under- 
standable why  they  were  consistently  appointed  to  the  Educational  Committee.  In 
the  promoting  of  education,  the  committee  called  attention  to  five  means  of 
education:  common  schools,  Christian  education,  academies,  colleges,  and 
ministerial  education. 

1.  Common  Schools 

These  were  the  schools  in  the  various  communities  where  children  learned  the 
basic  three  R's.  The  school  term  lasted  about  four  or  five  months  out  of  the  year. 
Parents  were  encouraged  to  at  least  send  their  children  that  they  might  learn  the 
basics. 
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2.  Christian  Education 

Common  Schools  were  encouraged,  because  it  at  least  equipped  one  to  be  able 
to  pursue  Christian  education.  As  defined  by  the  association,  Christian  education 
could  be  pursued  and  obtained  by  all  Christians  through  the  means  of  Sunday 
School,  preaching,  and  by  reading  Christian  periodicals  and  books. 

Thompson  stated  in  1879  that  Christians  need  to  "indoctrinate  into  their  minds 
the  vitalizing  powers  of  Christianity,  as  they  are  held  by  the  Baptists  and  the  Bible." 
One  who  could  not  read  or  write  would  be  hindered  in  this  pursuit;  thus  the 
association's  encouraging  of  at  least  seeing  that  the  children  attended  the  common 
schools. 

3.  Academies 

Academies  of  that  day  would  be  equivalent  to  our  high  schools  today  and 
served  to  help  fill  the  void  caused  by  poor  public  schools.  The  association  had 
been  instrumental  in  attempting  to  establish  academies  near  East  Bend  and 
Rockford  in  the  mid  1860's,  which  offered  the  opportunity  for  further  education  after 
the  common  schools.  Like  many  small  academies  begun  after  the  Civil  War  they 
were  both  short  lived,  though  beneficial  while  open. 

It  was  time  to  try  again.  Unfortunately  the  attempt  would  suffer  the  same  short 
lived  fate  as  the  schools  begun  near  East  Bend  and  Rockford. 

At  the  1879  annual  session  held  at  Mount  Hermon,  Baldwin  recommended  "that 
this  Association  take  into  consideration  the  importance  of  established  a  first  class 
academy  within  its  bounds."  Meeting  at  Sulphur  Springs  in  August  of  1880  a 
decision  was  made  to  build  "in  a  permanent  location  a  school  at  Boonville,  in 
Yadkin  County."  After  much  discussion,  trustees  were  elected  for  the  "Yadkin 
Associational  High  School." 

At  the  Annual  Session  of  1881,  convening  at  Enon — 

the  trustees  of  the  Yadkin  Associational  High  School,  located  at 
Boonville,  would  respectfully  report  ...  we  employed  a  teacher, 
decided  to  build  a  house  36x50  feet,  two  story.  We  employed  LN. 
Chappel  [1860-1932]  to  take  charge  of  the  school. 
By  1883  the  association  had  "erected  a  large  and  most  convenient  academy." 
Though  the  building  was  "not  yet  complete,"  classes  were  being  held.  However,  the 
school  soon  passed  into  other  hands.  As  the  result  of  financial  difficulties,  the 
school  "seems  to  have  been  neglected  by  the  Yadkin  Association."  At  the  1884 
meeting  gathered  at  Reece's  Church — 

The  Trustees  of  the  Yadkin  Associational  School  tendered  their 
resignations  which  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  the  building  in 
the  town  of  Boonville,  known  as  the  Yadkin  Associational  School 
Building,  is  hereby  relinquished  by  the  Association  and  turned 
over  to  the  stock  holders  of  said  building. 
Part  of  the  school's  difficulties  arose  from  the  fact  that  another  high  school, 
which  came  to  be  known  as  the  Boonville  Academy,  also  opened  in  1881.  With  the 
town  not  big  enough  to  support  two  schools,  the  associational  high  school  found 
itself  affected  the  worst. 
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Though  the  associational  school  had  to  shut  its  doors,  it  encouraged  the 
patronage  of  the  Boonville  Academy,  which  came  to  be  known  as  Yadkin  Valley 
Institute  in  1894.  Baldwin,  whose  influence  was  responsible  for  much  of  the 
progressive  steps  education  was  making  within  the  associational  territory,  began 
teaching  at  the  school  in  1889  which  attracted  many  from  the  Baptist  faith  to  attend. 

4.  Colleges 

Colleges  such  as  Wake  Forest,  Thomasville  Female  College,  Chowan  Female 
College,  and  other  Baptist  schools  of  higher  learning,  were  considered  "entitled  to 
the  prayers  and  patronage  of  the  denomination."  The  association  was  a  consistent 
contributor  to  the  Convention  in  regard  to  education. 

As  well,  they  were  early  supporters  in  "urg(ing)  upon  the  brethren  of  this 
Association  the  importance  of  female  education."  Convening  at  East  Bend  in  August 
of  1896,  Brother  O.L  Stringfield  was  invited  for  "one  hour  to  speak  on  female 
education."  Such  remarks  were  always  listened  to  with  the  delight  by  the  ladies. 

5.  Ministerial  Education 

In  the  area  of  ministerial  education,  the  association  sought  to  encourage  and 
emphasize  its  importance.  Young  men  who  felt  called  to  the  ministry,  where 
encouraged  to,  if  possible,  pursue  further  education. 

Since  it  was  often  financially  impossible  for  many  young  men  to  pursue  further 
education,  the  State  Convention  had  a  Board  of  Education,  which  helped  financially 
deprived  men  called  of  God  to  preach.  The  association  urged  churches  to  support 
this  effort.  The  1893  minutes  report  that  three  young  ministers  from  the  Yadkin 
Association  had  received  aid  by  the  Baptist  Board  to  help  them  further  their 
education. 

Also,  in  1887  the  association  sought  to  begin  personally  trying  to  "support  at 
least  one  young  minister"  with  their  education.  In  1890  the  churches  were 
encouraged  "to  make  faithful  efforts  to  aid  two  young  brethren  from  our 
Association,  who  are  to  enter  college  this  fall." 

In  this  area  of  ministerial  education,  Thompson  and  Baldwin  would  often 
unselfishly  give  personal  time  to  tutor  and  help  young  men  in  their  quest  to  better 
understand  and  grasp  the  Bible  and  educational  basics.  As  an  example,  two  young 
men,  C.C.  Haymore  (1847-1927)  and  W.H.  Beamer  (cl844-1915),  surrendered  to 
God's  call  to  preach  after  the  Civil  War.  However,  both  men  had  been  deprived  of 
all  but  minimal  education,  and  lacked  funds  to  pursue  the  remedy.  Dr.  Thompson 
personally  took  them  under  his  wing,  in  an  effort  to  help  them  become  more 
proficient  in  the  Scriptures  and  other  basic  areas  that  would  prove  beneficial  to  a 
minister. 

The  result?  Both  Haymore  and  Beamer  became  productive  and  fruitful  pastors 
within  the  Yadkin  Association. 

Yes,  both  Baldwin  and  Thompson  had  an  influence  on  the  advancement  of 
education  during  this  last  quarter  of  a  century.  Both  stated  that  "while  there  is  much 
to  give  us  encouragement  (in  the  way  of  education),  there  is  still  among  us  a  vast 
neglect  and  educational  destitution."  However,  through  their  labor,  and  others  like 
them,  progress  was  being  made. 
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Supporting  New  Causes 

This  last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  witnessed  the  Association  continuing 
to  contribute  to  proven  endeavors  undertaken  by  the  Convention.  The  Convention, 
continually  seeking  new  avenues  of  ministry,  undertook  two  new  causes  which 
captured  the  support  of  the  Yadkin  Association. 

As  to  their  support  of  State,  Foreign,  and  Home  Missions,  they  were  ever  urging 
churches  to  give  "to  advance  the  cause  of  the  blessed  Savior."  At  the  1877  Session 
it  was  "requested  that  each  member  of  our  churches  of  this  Association  give  at 
least  25  cents  for  Home  and  Foreign  Missions."  As  well,  there  was  continual  urging 
of  the  pastors  to  preach  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  sermons,  to  keep  the  mission 
vision  and  its  importance  before  the  people. 

As  to  their  actual  giving,  figures  show  it  was  consistent  throughout  these  years. 
In  1880  the  churches  gave  $93.78  to  missions;  in  1882  they  gave  $118.30;  in  1888 
they  pledged  $139.00,  and  in  1899  they  gave  $1 16.07. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  to  their  liberal  supporting  of  missionary  E.F. 
Tatum,  which  went  beyond  their  regular  giving.  As  the  result  of  his  work  in  China,  in 
1896  the  association  challenged  "each  member  to  give  504  each  (which)  would 
almost  support  two  missionaries  and  their  families  in  China."  As  long  as  there  are 
people  without  Christ,  the  challenge  to  give  must  be  ever  issued. 

Two  new  causes  of  the  Convention  that  the  association  cooperated  with  their 
support  were  the  Thomasville  Orphanage  and  Aged  Minister's  Relief.  In  1884  the 
Baptists  opened  up  an  orphanage  in  Thomasville.  At  the  1885  Annual  Meeting 
assembled  at  East  Bend,  we  find  recorded: 

Resolved,  that  we  have  heard  with  pleasure  the  organization  of  the 
Baptist  Orphanage  Association.  Resolved,  that  we  heartily 
commend  this  noble  charity  to  churches  composing  the  Yadkin 
Association,  and  urge  upon  them  the  importance  of  taking  at  least 
one  collection  a  year  for  support. 

This  offering  became  a  favorite  among  the  churches.  It  was  difficult  to  turn 
down  appeals  for  help  when  the  welfare  of  children  was  involved.  By  1889,  "a  large 
number  of  Sunday  Schools  (were)  giving  their  collection  of  each  1st  Sunday  to  the 
cause." 

During  the  1890's,  offerings  to  the  orphanage  continually  increased.  In  1896  the 
churches  gave  $61.25;  1897,  $64.50;  1898,  $65.40;  and  1899,  $98.90. 

In  addition  to  financial  support,  the  association  reported  in  1899  of  "giving 
different  objects"  to  help  support  the  home.  These  objects  included  clothes,  food, 
and  the  like.  The  plight  of  homeless  children  had  most  certainly  found  a  home  in 
the  hearts  of  the  churches  of  the  Yadkin  Association. 

Aged  Minister's  Relief  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  churches  at  the 
August,  1892  Session,  held  at  Cross  Roads.  Concerning  this  new  endeavor  begun  in 
May  of  1890,  the  minutes  read  in  part — 

We  recommend  to  the  churches  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  special 
purpose  of  aiding  our  old  and  needy  ministers  who  instead  of 
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accumulating  the  goods  of  this  world,  have  worn  out  their  lives 
preaching  the  Gospel.  The  Board  for  Aged  Minister's  Relief  is 
located  at  Durham  .  .  .  and  we  think  that  this  Association  should 
unite  with  them  and  contribute  liberally  to  the  support  of  aged 
ministers  and  their  families. 

The  association  not  forgetting  those  who  had  "worn  out  their  lives"  for  Christ, 
urged  every  church  to  "take  at  least  one  collection  for  the  Aged  Minister's  Relief 
during  the  next  year."  The  churches  responded  with  their  support.  By  1897  this 
pioneer  "annuity  program"  was  helping  support  58  aged  ministers  from  15 
associations,  with  the  Yadkin  Association  contributing  $13.28  that  year. 

The  association,  while  supporting  the  Convention's  efforts,  did  not  forget  their 
own  aged  ministers.  When  Rev.  T.D.  Casstevens  died  in  1890  an  offering  was  taken 
to  "help  his  helpless  family  (with)  those  things  which  they  need."  The  churches 
even  helped  buy  a  tombstone  for  his  grave. 

Minutes  disclose  that  in  1898  a  collection  was  received  for  William  G.  Brown, 
age  78,  and  James  H.  Lewellyn,  age  68.  Both  of  these  men  had  given  themselves  to 
the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  association  unselfishly.  Both  were  advancing  in  age  and 
declining  in  health.  Their  labors  were  not  forgotten.  In  1899  another  offering  was 
received  on  their  behalf.  Charity  beginning  at  home  was  a  responsibility  the 
association  took  to  heart. 

Pastor's  Pay 

In  the  matter  of  responsibility,  more  emphasis  began  to  be  placed  on  supporting 
pastors  for  "treading  out  the  grain"  (I  Cor.  9:9).  The  more  support  one  received,  the 
more  time  he  could  devote  to  evangelistic  labor. 

The  monetary  pay  these  men  received  was  very  little,  sometimes  nothing.  Their 
labor  was  truly  a  labor  of  love.  They  were  not  in  it  for  the  money;  they  had  a  call  of 
God  upon  their  life. 

Progress  in  this  area  was  slow,  simply  for  the  reason  money  was  scarce  in  rural 
areas;  plus,  these  God  anointed  men  were  often  willing  to  spend  their  lives  for  the 
cause  of  Christ,  whether  or  not  they  ever  received  anything  to  spend  in  return.  Any 
pay  they  might  have  received  was  meager,  compared  to  the  tremendous  sacrifices 
they  made. 

The  first  appearance  of  a  list  of  churches  who  paid  their  pastors  is  not  found 
until  the  1871  minutes.  Less  than  half  of  the  twenty-eight  churches  reported  giving 
their  pastor  any  monetary  compensation.  Eleven  years  later,  in  1882,  only  twelve  out 
of  twenty-nine  churches  reported  giving  their  pastors  a  salary.  They  ranged  from 
the  yearly  salary  of  $25.00,  paid  by  White  Plains,  to  the  $207.00  of  Cross  Roads. 

By  1890,  19  out  of  24  churches  were  giving  at  least  some  support  to  their  pastor. 
The  average  yearly  salary  of  the  nineteen  churches  was  $44.78. 

At  the  1892  meeting  held  at  Cross  Roads,  the  association  sought  to  continue  to 
"encourage  churches  to  try  to  support  a  pastor  for  all  his  time  -  even  two  churches 
going  together."  This  was  a  worthy  goal,  but  most  churches  had  not  the  financial 
resources  to  comply. 
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Progress  was  being  made,  though.  As  1899  brought  the  nineteenth  century  to  its 
conclusion,  24  out  of  30  churches  reported  giving  their  pastor  a  salary.  With  a  high 
of  $200.00  by  Cross  Roads,  to  a  low  of  $12.00  by  Cranberry,  the  average  yearly  salary 
of  the  twenty-four  churches  was  $41.87. 

Let  it  be  added,  while  these  men's  salaries  were  most  meager  by  today's 
standards,  in  addition  to  any  money  a  church  might  give  their  pastor,  eggs,  milk, 
butter,  chickens,  hams,  and  the  like  were  given  to  help  them  with  any  monetary 
income  they  received.  Engaged  in  their  trade  through  the  week — whether  it  be  that 
of  a  farmer,  shoemaker,  teacher,  or  carpenter — they  were  able  to  provide  their 
families  with  sufficient  income  and  provision. 

When,  from  time  to  time,  the  statement  is  heard,  "Would  not  it  be  nice  to  return 
to  the  olden  days?",  one  will  probably  not  find  too  many  preachers  rallying  around 
that  cry! 


A  Century  Of  Service 

"The  One  Hundredth  Annual  Session  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association 
convened  with  Rockford  Baptist  Church  today." 

This  last  quarter  of  a  century  included  the  Association's  Centennial  Celebration, 
which  was  held  August  14-17,  1890.  What  a  glorious  and  inspirational  Session  to 
have  been  able  to  attend,  as  visitors,  guests,  and  representatives  from  thirty-four 
churches  with  a  total  membership  of  2,570  gathered  on  those  hot  August  days. 
While  electricity  had  not  yet  been  harnessed  for  use,  the  atmosphere  was  charged 
with  electricity,  as  the  excitement  and  anticipation  of  such  an  historic  occasion 
filled  the  Rockford  Meeting  House. 

It  would  have  been  great  to  have  been  there.  What  was  it  like?  What  transpired? 
What  better  way  to  discover  what  went  on,  than  to  see  it  through  the  eyes  of  one 
who  was  present.  Found  in  the  August  27,  1890,  edition  of  the  "Biblical  Recorder," 
is  an  account  of  the  Centennial  Celebration  as  written  by  Rev.  J.A.  Speight,  the 
Associate  Editor. 

Except  for  the  introductory  sermon  by  Rev.  Lewellyn,  Speight  was  in  attendance 
throughout  the  historic  annual  session.  While  his  eyewitness  account  is  somewhat 
lengthy,  it  is  given  below  in  its  entirety  because  his  vivid  recapturing  of  the  four  day 
meeting  deserves  to  be  preserved.  Following  the  format  of  the  original  article,  it 
reads: 


YADKIN  ASSOCIATION 

The  Yadkin  Association  was  organized  in  1790,  and  hence  this 
was  its  one  hundredth  anniversary,  and  it  met  at  old  Rockford  on 
the  banks  of  the  Yadkin  River  and  within  the  territory  where  the 
organization  was  effected  a  century  ago.  In  the  beginning  of  this 
work  it  was  called  the  "Adkin"  Association.  Rockford  is  an  old 
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town  which  once  had  some  commercial  importance.  At  this  place 
long  ago,  Judge  Pearson  established  a  law  school,  and  there  were 
also  thirteen  stores  and  five  hotels,  what  may  seem  strange  to  this 
restless,  busy  age  is,  that  all  this  traffic  was  carried  on  by  wagon 
trade  with  Fayetteville,  NC,  and  Petersburg,  VA. 

Thursday,  Aug.  14th,  the  Association  was  called  to  order.  Rev. 
J.H.  Lewellyn  preched  the  introductory  sermon.  We  did  not  hear  it, 
but  the  brethren  referred  to  it  as  a  strong  gospel  discourse. 

Bro.  J.G.  Burrus,  a  liberal-minded  layman,  was  re-elected 
Moderator,  and  Rev.  R.R.  Day,  Clerk. 

Second  Day 

The  service  of  prayer  and  praise  was  greatly  enjoyed.  The  report 
on  Education 

was  ready  by  Prof.  Poteat  [of  Wake  Forest  College].  Dr.  C.E.  Taylor 
told  of  the  struggles  of  some  of  the  young  men  who  have  gone  to 
Wake  Forest  and  become  great  blessings  to  the  world  -  they  had 
gone  there  with  hard,  horny  hands,  but  the  world  had  heard  from 
them  in  after  life. 

Rev.  C.J.  Woodson  endorsed  what  had  been  said. 

Prof.  Poteat  addressed  the  body.  He  agreed  with  Bro.  Woodson 
in  some  things,  but  disagreed  with  him  in  other  things  he  had  said. 
The  congregation  greatly  enjoyed  this  good  speech. 

Prof.  Carlyle  is  the  friend  of  the  young  preachers,  and  told  of 
their  struggles  to  acquire  an  education  in  order  to  better  fit  them 
for  the  work  of  preaching  the  gospel.  He  told  how  the  churches 
should  help  these  struggling  boys  to  get  ready  for  doing  good. 

Dr.  J.N.  Stallings  stood  up  for  the  education  of  girls  and  had  the 
ear  of  all  the  ladies. 

After  dinner,  Rev.  Columbus  Durham  [who  was  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  of  the  State  Convention]  was  first  to  come 
before  the  people  in  the  interest  of 

State  Missions. 

He  told  of  the  increase  of  the  missionary  spirit — how  in  Foreign 
Missions  and  Home  Missions  our  people  are  doing  more  this  year 
than  ever  before,  and  this  is  true  also  for  the  state. 

Prof.  Poteat  told  of  how  all  this  work  which  the  Baptists  are 
doing  is  one — that  this  unity  was  in  Christ — that  the  Spirit  has 
been  given  for  this  very  purpose — that  we  love  to  talk  about 
beginning  in  Jerusalem,  and  too  many  good  people  love  to  stay  in 
Jerusalem  while  the  world  is  dying. 

Dr.  Taylor  told  how  he  enjoyed  talking  about  any  good  work.  To 
carry  the  gospel  to  the  people  is  the  command  of  Christ.  The 
responsibility  of  Christians  in  this  regard  is  very  great. 

The  report  on  Periodicals  was  read,  followed  by  a  good  speech 
from  Rev.  W.G.  Brown. 
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Rest  was  taken  till  the  night  session,  when  the  meeting 
assumed  fresh  interest. 

Third  Day 

Saturday  morning  was  bright  and  balmy,  and  the  crowd  was 
large.  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  came  first  and  were  discussed 
together.  Lively  talks  from  brethren  Woodson,  Brown,  and  others 
were  made,  and  then  came  the 

Centennial  Address. 

Dr.  Durham:  One  hundred  years  ago  the  fathers  met  and  formed 
this  Association,  and  what  is  sad  about  it  all  is,  that  not  one  of 
these  good  men  and  women  are  living.  One  hundred  years  hence 
there  will  be  another  gathering  at  this  place.  While  they  will  refer 
to  this  meeting,  and  to  your  having  sent  out  up  to  now  one  man  to 
preach  the  gospel  [referring  to  E.F.  Tatum,  who  was  in  China],  yet 
at  that  time,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  from  your  homes  there 
will  have  gone  not  less  than  twenty-five  young  men  and  women  to 
foreign  lands.  One  hundred  years  ago  there  was  not  a  copy  of 
God's  Word  for  every  five  thousand  people,  but  it  is  now  published 
in  over  five  hundred  dialects.  Our  Baptist  fathers  suffered  all 
manner  of  persecution.  They  were  whipped  at  the  whipping-post 
for  no  other  offence  than  that  of  preaching  the  gospel.  But  they 
kept  on  suffering  and  dying  as  martyrs  for  the  Book  and  for  the 
God  of  the  Book,  until  more  Baptist  men  and  women  were  put  to 
death  for  the  gospel's  sake  than  there  are  men  and  women  before 
me  in  this  great  congregation  today.  As  with  our  fathers  so  with  us, 
we  are  still  on  the  forward  movement  over  these  hills  and  onward 
still  to  greater  burdens  and  greater  service. 

Brother  Durham  was  followed  by  a  short  talk  from  Rev.  W.G. 
Brown.  People  were  visibly  moved  as  he  told  of  giving  himself  to 
Christ  fifty  years  ago.  From  that  day  to  this  he  has  been  in  every 
session  save  one.  He  told  how  he  believed  the  world  will  be 
converted  within  the  next  one  hundred  years,  for  the  signs  of  the 
times  look  to  that  end. 

A  collection  was  taken  for  Foreign  Missions. 

After  dinner,  there  came  up  for  consideration  the  the  subject  of 
the  Orphanage. 

Revs.  C.J.  Woodson  and  R.L.  Patton  made  capital  talks  on  this 
subject,  and  the  great  big  tears  that  we  saw  running  down  the 
people's  faces  showed  that  the  people  were  with  the  work.  Then 
came  the  collection  for  the  children. 

Temperance 
came  next,  and  Rev.  C.H.  Stone,  after  submitting  the  report,  made 
some  excellent  remarks,  as  did  also  others. 

The  next  session  goes  to  Union  Grove. 
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The  churches,  for  all  objects,  sent  up  in  cash  over  two  hundred 
dollars,  besides  what  had  been  given  through  other  channels. 

The  congregations  have  been  unusually  large,  and  the  order 
remarkably  good.  On  Sunday  there  was  a  great  multitude  present, 
and  Rev.  Durham  preached  to  them  about  "Death  and  the 
Judgment."  That  sermon  will  be  remembered  long  years  to  come. 

Our  home  was  with  Bro.  Burrus,  the  Moderator.  Forty  or  fifty 
others  found  a  home  under  the  same  hospitable  roof.  Bro.  Burrus 
and  his  good  wife  and  children  administered  to  every  want  of  their 
guests  with  unstinted  kindness. 

J.A.  Speight 

As  the  Centennial  Session  came  to  a  close,  a  noble  one  hundred  years  of  service 
for  Christ  had  become  history.  While  there  had  been  many  goals  reached,  there  had 
been  many  that  had  not.  On  the  closing  pages  of  the  1890  minutes  William  G. 
Brown  and  James  H.  Lewellyn,  two  of  the  association's  most  respected  and  notable 
men,  stated,  "This  body  has  not  accomplished  what  it  might  have  done,  but  has 
made  some  progress  .  .  .  and  is  still  contending  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints." 

Echoing  down  the  corridors  of  time,  their  statement  stings,  encourages,  and 
challenges.  It  issues  to  the  association — each  Christian  who  makes  it  up — a  call  to 
never  be  content  to  sit  and  only  look  back,  but  always  contend,  strive,  and  look 
ahead. 


Twenty-Six  In  Twenty-Five 

In  wrapping  up  this  rather  lengthy  overview  of  the  years  1875-1899,  as  well  as 
our  look  at  the  nineteenth  century,  the  association  experienced  tremendous  growth 
in  the  number  of  churches  that  sought  to  join  during  this  last  quarter  of  a  century. 
In  twenty-five  years,  twenty-six  churches  joined  in  partnership  with  the  work  of  the 
state's  third  oldest  association. 

The  churches  who  joined  during  this  period  were:  1876  -  Forbush,  Yadkin;  West 
Bend,  Forsyth;  1879  -  Mount  Airy  and  New  Bethel,  both  of  Surry;  1880  -  Corinth  and 
Union  Cross,  both  of  Surry;  1881  -  New  Hope,  Surry;  1882  -  Macedonia,  Forsyth;  1883 
-  Richmond,  Surry;  Shady  Grove,  Yadkin;  Shiloh,  Stokes;  1884  -  Fall  Creek  and 
Huntsville,  both  of  Yadkin;  1885  -  Cranberry  and  Deep  Creek,  of  Yadkin;  Rock 
Spring,  Iredell;  1887,  Pleasant  Grove,  Carroll  County,  Virginia;  1889  -  Richmond  Hill, 
Yadkin;  1890  -  Mt.  Pleasant,  Yadkin;  Mountain  View,  Surry;  1893  -  Mount  Nebo, 
Yadkin;  Oak  Ridge,  Surry;  1894  -  Mount  Carmel,  Surry;  Oak  Grove,  Yadkin;  1897 
-Copeland,  Surry;  1899  -  Salem,  Surry. 

With  churches  scattered  over  six  counties,  at  the  1885  Annual  Meeting  held  at 
East  Bend: 

On  motion,  and  by  a  petition  from  the  churches  of  Macedonia, 
Shiloh,  Sulphur  Springs,  Mount  Airy,  White  Plains,  and  West  Bend, 
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letters  of  dismission  were  granted  to  them  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  new  association. 

This  new  association,  known  as  Pilot  Mountain,  began  with  churches  from 
Stokes,  Forsyth,  and  Surry  Counties.  In  addition  to  the  five  churches  lost  in  1885 
(White  Plains,  though  they  petitioned  to  be  dismissed,  remained  with  Yadkin  until 
1903),  the  association  lost  six  other  churches  during  this  period  to  other 
associations  or  for  other  various  reasons. 

With  26  churches  joining,  even  with  eleven  losses,  the  association  had  an 
increase  of  15  churches  during  this  twenty-five  year  period.  Like  today,  while  some 
of  the  churches  varied  in  their  degree  of  participation,  the  association  was  blest 
with  more  than  a  few  strong,  stable,  and  cooperating  churches. 

As  the  sun  set  on  the  nineteenth  century,  thirty  churches,  having  a  total 
membership  of  2,687,  are  listed  as  being  represented  at  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association's  1899  Annual  Meeting  assembled  at  Sandy  Springs.  The  churches,  their 
pastors,  and  some  statistical  data  about  those  reporting,  are  as  follows: 
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With  the  listing  of  the  churches  from  the  1899  minutes,  the  curtains  close  on  a 
lengthy  look  at,  not  only  this  twenty-five  year  period,  but,  also,  our  look  at  the 
association's  many  activities,  endeavors,  and  struggles  during  the  nineteenth 
century. 

As  the  association  stood  in  the  twilight  of  one  century,  while  gazing  upon  the 
horizon  for  dawn's  light  to  shine  on  a  new  century;  the  past  and  future  met,  evoking 
these  words — 

We  urge  upon  the  churches  to  pray  and  give  more  to  bring  about  a 
higher  standard  of  Christianity  and  the  conversion  of  sinners  in  the 
bounds  of  our  Association. 
A  worthy  goal,  no  matter  what  century  it  is. 
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TAKING  THE  GOSPEL 

INTO  THE 

20TH  CENTURY 

UNTO  THE  THRESHOLD 

OF 
THE  21ST  CENTURY 


The  Word,  Women,  and  War 
1900-1924 


As  the  Train  of  Time  pulled  into  the  station  of  the  twentieth  century,  on  board 
could  be  found  hope,  promise,  and  new  possibilities.  As  the  singing  of  "Auld  Lang 
Syne"  faded  into  the  distance,  it  was  not  long  before  the  singing  of  praises  could  be 
heard  echoing  throughout  the  Richmond  Hill  Church  House.  It  was  there  the  Yadkin 
Association  gathered  on  Thursday,  August  16,  1900,  for  their  1 10th  Annual  Session. 

The  Annual  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  W.H.  Beamer,  from  1  John  3:2: 
"Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it  does  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be: 
but  we  know  that,  when  He  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  Him:  for  we  shall  see  Him 
as  He  is.  "A  most  appropriate  text  to  begin  the  new  century,  as  representatives  from 
thirty-seven  churches,  with  a  total  membership  of  3,006,  were  reminded  of  their 
identity  (sons  of  God),  their  possibilities  (it  does  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be), 
and  their  hope  (when  He  appears,  we  shall  be  like  Him). 

During  the  four  day  session,  M.L.  Woodhouse,  J.J.  Angell,  and  W.M.  Norman 
issued  the  challenge  to  the  association,  "To  do  her  part  in  the  future  as  she  has 
done  in  the  past.  The  Yadkin  Association  can  not  afford  to  do  less  than  her  part  rn 
this  great  work  of  missions." 

Beginning  At  Jerusalem 

In  this  great  work  of  missions,  the  association  began  at  their  "Jerusalem." 
Through  the  continuing  work  of  the  associational  missionary,  they  made  impressive 
progress  as  the  new  century  began.  However,  the  problem  of  "there  being  a 
deficiency  in  the  missionary's  salary"  continued. 

Such  a  deficiency  did  not  seem  to  hinder  the  labors  of  Squire  J.  Beeker.  Born 
March  1 1,  1869,  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  July  29,  1895.  A  graduate  of  Wake 
Forest  College,  he  pastored  several  associational  churches. 

As  an  associational  missionary,  he  "began  work  in  the  bounds  of  your 
association  on  the  20th  day  of  August,  1899."  He  produced  much  fruit  in  a  short 
time. 

At  the  1900  Annual  Session,  he  reported  visiting  24  churches,  and  held  13  revival 
meetings  in  which  nearly  100  professions  were  made.  He  averaged  more  than  five 
sermons  per  week  while  on  the  field. 

Even  with  having  to  curtail  some  of  his  work  "owing  to  the  smallpox  scare"  and 
"owing  to  the  sickness  and  death  of  my  father  which  kept  me  off  the  work  for  five 
weeks,"  he  made  commendable  inroads  for  Christ  in  the  Siloam  area  of  Surry 
County.  There  he  "began  preaching  on  the  hill-side"  in  October  of  1899.  A  year 
later,  "with  the  help  and  sympathy  of  our  people,  a  nice  house  36x45"  had  been 
built  and  a  church  organized  in  October  of  1900. 
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In  1901  the  new  church,  Siloam 
Baptist,  joined  the  association.  Beeker 
stated  that  such  successes  were  due 
in  part  to  the  fact  that,  "there  has 
been  a  general  upward  tendency  in 
all  our  work  this  year.  We  feel  that 
your  Association  is  taking  on  a  new 
life  and  that  greater  things  are  for  you 
in  the  near  future." 

In  1901  he  reported  laboring  eight 
months  on  the  field,  preaching  170 
sermons,  visited  26  churches,  held  16 
weeks  of  revival  meetings,  and  wit- 
nessed more  than  100  persons  come 
to  Christ.  For  his  work  he  received 
$149.50.  By  1902  he  had  established 
two  regular  mission  points  within  the 
bounds  of  the  association,  at  Siloam, 
and  Yadkinville.  "a  point  long  neg- 
lected, but  now  more  hopeful." 

His  fruitful  labors  as  an  Associ- 
ational  Missionary  ceased  by  the  end 
of  1902.  when  he  left  the  Yadkin  area 

to  attend  seminary.  He  would  serve  the  Master  in  adjoining  counties  until  his  death, 
during  the  "influenza  epidemic  in  the  fall  of  1918." 

Other  men  who  equally  served  as  Associational  Missionary  during  this  first 
decade  of  the  20th  century  were:  S.W.  Hall.  R.D.  Haymore,  J.J.  Beach  ( 1872-1933), 
C.F.  Fields  ( 1852-1934 ,.  and  W,R.  Bradshaw  ( 1866-1942;,  who  served  as  an 
evangelist  to  Western  North  Carolina  under  the  State  Mission  Board  from  about 
1906-10.  Each  faithfully  sowed  the  seeds  of  the  Word. 

It  was  the  desire  of  the  association,  "to  keep  a  regular  missionary  on  the  field  of 
our  home  people."  But  the  continual  deficiency  in  funds  to  sufficiently  pay  them  for 
their  labors  was  a  problem  that  had  to  be  faced, 

The  solution0  Since  they  no  longer  could  be  self-supportive  of  an  associational 
missionary",  by  the  end  of  the  first  decade  they  had  turned  over  the  appointment  of 
one  to  their  area,  along  with  responsibility  for  adequate  compensation,  to  the  State 
Mission  Board  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Convention. 

With  138  State  Missionaries  laboring  under  the  appointment  of  the  convention 
by  1906.  this  proved  to  be  the  wise  and  proper  decision.  It  removed  the  burden  from 
their  shoulders  of  struggling  to  try  and  maintain  sufficient  funds  for  their  salaries. 
While  missionary  appointments  were  made  according  to  the  destitution  of  an  area, 
no  area  was  neglected.  The  191 1  minutes  stated  that  "there  is  scarcely  a  section  in 
our  beloved  State  that  has  not  been  reached  and  helped  by  our  State  Mission 
Board." 


Rev.  Squire  Joseph  Beeker 
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Along  with  the  State  Mission  Board's  appointment  of  an  associational 
missionary,  there  were  many  pastors  who  voluntarily  gave  of  themselves  and  their 
time,  to  do  mission  work  without  expecting  anything  in  return.  One  such  man  who 
deserves  mention  was  Robert  Paton  Coram. 

"Bob"  Coram  was  born  on  June  9,  1859.  The  family  lived  on  the  road  leading 
down  to  the  Richmond  Hill  Law  School.  He  grew  up  on  a  farm,  as  well  as  helping 
his  father  build  and  maintain  one  room  log  cabins  they  built  along  the  road  to  the 
law  school,  which  the  family  rented  to  law  students  attending  the  school. 

Attending  Rockford  Baptist  Church 
as  a  youth,  it  was  as  a  teenager  that 
he  gave  his  life  to  Christ.  After  hearing 
his  name  called  in  prayer  by  a 
Sunday  School  teacher  concerned 
about  the  salvation  of  his  students, 
there  began  a  wrestling  in  his  spirit 
about  making  a  decision  for  Christ. 
One  day  walking  along  a  dusty,  dirt 
road,  he  could  wrestle  with  the 
decision  no  longer.  That  dirt  road 
became  an  altar  as  he  dropped  to  his 
knees  and  gave  his  life  to  Christ. 

In  1896  he  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  and  would  remain  actively 
involved  in  the  association  until  1935. 
Soon  after  entering  the  ministry,  he 
began  preaching  and  holding  ser- 
vices in  a  schoolhouse  about  one 
mile  from  Boonville.  Through  his 
continued  efforts,  in  1901  Charity 
Baptist  was  constituted,  becoming  a  part  of  the  association  that  same  year. 

While  pastor  of  over  ten  associational  churches,  he  rode  horseback  over  the 
muddy  roads  of  Yadkin,  Surry,  Wilkes,  Davie,  and  Iredell  Counties  for  almost  forty 
years,  helping  establish  new  churches  and  helping  build  up  struggling  ones.  It  was 
not  uncommon  for  him  to  be  away  from  home  ten  weeks  at  a  time,  only  coming 
home  for  a  change  of  clothes  and  a  good  night's  rest. 

Through  the  years  he  served  on  almost  every  associational  committee.  In  1920, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee,  he  spoke  the  passion  of  his  heart, 
"The  mission  work  is  a  great  work,  but  we  are  to  begin,  Jesus  said,  at  Jerusalem. . . . 
Let  us  work  and  pray  and  be  true  witnesses  for  our  Master  at  Jerusalem.  Then  let  us 
go  to  Judea  and  Samaria  and  unto  the  utermost  parts  of  the  earth." 

His  life  incarnated  the  words  he  spoke.  However,  with  the  strain  of  such 
extensive  travels  taking  its  toll  on  his  health,  he  unsaddled  his  horse  for  the  last 
time  in  1935,  at  age  76.  After  a  lengthy  illness,  on  March  6,  1940,  his  once  dusty  feet 
stepped  upon  streets  of  gold  in  that  Land  where  there  is  no  need  for  a  circuit  riding 
preacher.  He  was  survived  by  a  wife  of  59  years,  and  three  daughters. 


Rev.  Robert  Paton  Coram 
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His  unselfish  labors  during  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  the  20th  century,  served 
as  both  an  example  for  others  to  follow,  and  resulted  in  the  salvation  of  many.  Even 
though  the  Associational  Missionary  had  been  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
State  Mission  Board,  as  long  as  R.P.  Coram,  and  men  equally  devoted  like  him,  were 
a  part  of  the  association,  such  labors  would  continue,  whether  there  were  sufficient 
funds  to  help  cover  their  expenses  or  not. 


The  Final  Division 

When  the  association  met  in  1900,  37  churches  were  represented.  When  they 
convened  at  Dobson  Baptist  in  August  of  1901,  39  churches  were  represented.  With 
about  half  the  churches  comprising  the  association  in  Surry  County,  at  the  1902 
meeting  assembled  at  Forbush,  a  resolution  was  presented  the  first  day  that — 

pertained  to  a  division  of  the  old  Yadkin  Association,  with  a  view 
of  forming  a  new  association  to  be  composed  mainly  of  churches 
north  of  the  Yadkin  River,  and  after  being  discussed  pro  and  con, 
is  voted  on  and  lost. 

The  petition,  submitted  the  second  day  of  the  session,  was  reconsidered  the 
next  morning.  Suspending  the  regular  order  of  business  it  was  "adopted"  that — 

This  Association  do  express  its  perfect  willingness  that  their 
desires  be  granted,  and  that  the  Moderator  of  this  Association  is 
hereby  authorized  to  grant  letters  to  all  churches  (north  of  the 
Yadkin  River)  who  do  ask  for  them  for  this  purpose.  . .  . 

The  new  association,  whose  first  annual  session  was  in  August  of  1903, 
consisted  of  churches  mostly  in  Surry  County.  They  most  appropriately  adopted  the 
name,  Surry  Association.  From  this  division,  the  last  one  to  be  made  from  the 
Yadkin,  seventeen  Surry  County  churches  were  lost  in  1902-03. 

While  the  loss  of  seventeen  churches  was  significant,  twenty-five  churches  were 
represented  at  Bean  Shoals  in  1903,  with  a  total  membership  of  2,138;  and  twenty 
three  churches  were  represented  at  Flat  Rock  in  1904,  with  a  total  membership  of 
2,201.  The  Yadkin  Association,  whose  boundaries  have  remained  essentially  the 
same  since  1903,  had  proven  once  again  it  was  strong  and  stable  enough  to  recover 
from  the  labor  pains  of  giving  birth  to  a  new  association. 

During  this  twenty-five  year  period,  the  strength  of  the  association  was 
maintained  and  increased  by  over  a  dozen  new  churches  joining  with  them-  in 
partnership.  The  names  of  these  churches  and  the  year  they  joined,  will  be  looked 
at  later. 
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A  New  Century,  New  Leaders 


With  the  arrival  of  the  new  century,  the  Lord  began  raising  up  new  leaders  to  fill 
the  shoes  of  those  who  had  given  the  association  proper  spiritual  guidance  for  so 
many  years.  W.G.  Brown,  who  had  been  with  the  association  for  almost  60  years, 
died  in  1901.  The  mission-minded  E.J.  Adams  had  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1902.  The 
gifted  J.H.  Lewellyn  died  in  1903.  Also  in  1903,  Kimbrough  Thompson  began 
working  in  the  Surry  Association,  as  did  John  G.  Burrus,  who  had  served  as 
Moderator  for  seventeen  years.  The  capable  Moses  Baldwin  died  in  1908  and 
Solomon  D.  Brown  went  to  his  reward  in  1909  at  age  64. 

'  These  men  had  given  many  years  to  the  service  of  Christ  and  the  association.  As 
the  curtain  closed  on  their  life,  who  would  fill  their  shoes?  No  reason  for  alarm.  The 
Lord  had,  as  He  always  does,  servants  prepared  whom  He  had  been  grooming  "for 
such  a  time  as  this."  They  capably  filled  the  vacancy  of  those  whose  earthly  labors 
were  about  over,  and  who  were  soon  to  enter  their  reward. 

A  few  of  those  ministers  who  would  help  lead  the  association  throughout  this 
first  quarter  of  a  century  were:  Escar  W.  Turner  ( 1874-1959),  Oliver  J.  Martin  ( 1863- 
1942),  Thomas  C.  Myers  (1849-1919),  Lee  W.  Burrus  (1873-1954),  Robert  P.  Coram 
(1859-1940),  John  T.  Kirk  (1866-1941),  W.V.  Brown  (1874-1941),  and  S.S.  May. 

However,  without  the  support  of  dedicated  laymen,  these  ministers  would  find 
their  labors  akin  to  rowing  without  an  oar.  While  many  faithful  laymen  could  be 
named  who  were  influential  during  this  period,  two  men  of  note  who  deserve 
special  mention  are  M.L.  Woodhouse  and  A.S.  Speer.  They  served  as  Moderator  a 
total  of  twenty  years,  each  serving  ten  years.  A  word  about  each,  as  their  memories 
need  to  be  preserved. 

Motier  (Mote)  Lafayette  Wood- 
house  was  born  October  16,  1845, 
near  Boonville,  Yadkin  County.  He 
professed  faith  in  Christ  early  in  life, 
and  united  with  Boonville  Baptist, 
then  Reece's  Church. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  he 
became  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate 
Army.  Through  the  tragedy  and  vice 
of  war,  he  remained  a  faithful  soldier 
in  the  Lord's  army. 

After  the  war,  he  returned  to 
Boonville,  whereupon  he  and  his 
brother,  Cass,  soon  opened  a  buggy 
factory.  It  became  the  largest  in 
Yadkin  County,  and  was  located  on 
East  Main  Street,  where  the  Boonville 
Exxon  service  station  is  now  located. 

He  married  on  October  1,  1873, 
Mary  Jane  Hurt.  He  and  his  wife 


M.L.  Woodhoote 
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established  a  Christian  home,  which  the  Lord  blessed  with  nine  children. 

His  whole  life  was  devoted  to  the  up-building  of  his  church,  community,  and 
county.  A  capable  Sunday  School  teacher  for  many  years,  he  was  a  liberal  supporter 
of  Christian  causes.  As  well,  he  contributed  substantially  during  his  life  to  the 
Yadkin  Valley  Institute,  located  in  Boonville.  He  even  served  for  a  time  as  a  member 
of  the  Yadkin  County  School  Board  of  Education. 

Active  in  the  association,  he  often  served  as  a  delegate  for  Boonville  Baptist  and 
served  on  various  committees.  In  1907  he  was  elected  Moderator,  a  position  he  held 
for  ten  years.  He  was  a  faithful  and  efficient  presiding  officer  until  the  day  of  his 
death. 

His  Homegoing,  on  August  4,  1917,  occurred  only  five  days  before  the  Yadkin 
annual  session  was  to  convene  with  Friendship  Baptist.  The  association  was 
saddened  at  his  departure,  yet  they  rejoiced  at  having  had  the  privilege  of  being 
impacted  by  his  life. 

As  they  gathered  less  than  a  week  after  Brother  Woodhouse's  death,  who  would 
fill  his  worthy  shoes?  They  elected  as  Moderator,  Aaron  Smith  Speer.  He  would  also 
serve  in  that  position  for  ten  years. 

Speer,  who  was  born  October  12, 
1868,  was  also  a  member  of  Boonville 
Baptist.  Coming  to  Christ  in  his  youth 
years,  he  was  a  faithful  Christian  in 
the  life  of  the  church  and  before  the 
public. 

He  married  Martha  Thompson  on 
March  16,  1898.  Nine  children  were 
the  fruit  of  their  marriage.  His  wife 
was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Kim- 
brough  Thompson,  of  whom  reference 
has  been  made  elsewhere;  he  being 
one  of  the  most  gifted  and  influential 
men  of  his  day. 

Speer  was  a  multi-talented  man. 
He  was  a  farmer,  surveyor,  and  a  farm 
machinery  salesman.  Much  involved 
in  the  public  life  of  his  community 
and  county,  he  served  as  director  of 
several  farmer's  organizations,  and 
also  served  for  a  term  on  the  Yadkin 
County  School  Board  of  Education. 

As  a  young  man  in  his  twenties,  he  became  active  in  the  association.  In  addition 
to  often  serving  as  a  delegate  of  Boonville  Baptist,  during  his  life  he  served 
on  every  Associational  Committee.  He  served  as  the  first  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  when  formed  in  1922.  (The  Executive/Executive  Promotion  Committee 
is  dealt  with  in  Appendix  D.) 


[1, 

Aaron  Smith  Speer 
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Serving  as  Moderator  from  1917-1926,  he  ably  filled  the  shoes  of  M.L 
Woodhouse,  a  man  he  had  greatly  respected  and  admired.  After  stepping  down  as 
Moderator,  he  continued  to  serve  in  the  association  on  various  committees.  When 
he  attended  the  1942  meeting  at  North  Oak  Ridge,  it  "marked  the  50th  annual 
session  he  had  attended." 

His  busy  life  came  to  an  end,  January  13,  1948,  at  age  79.  The  loss  of  his 
influence  in  the  life  of  the  community,  church,  and  association  was  widely  felt. 

The  lives  of  Moderators  Woodhouse  and  Speer  are  but  examples  of  the  caliber 
of  dedicated  laypeople  the  association  was  blest  to  have  during  this  period.  There 
were  many  equally  capable  laypeople  who  were  the  backbone  of  the  association. 
And  whether  in  the  forefront,  or  working  quietly  behind  the  scenes,  they  were  all 
co-laborers  together. 


Women's  Missionary  Society 

As  the  second  decade  of  this  new  century  began,  it  was  not  long  before  an  old 
T-Model  or  two  could  be  seen  driving  up  and  parking  in  the  church  yards  that 
looked  more  like  a  corral  full  of  horses,  than  a  parking  lot  for  such  a  strange 
looking  contraption.  This  new  buggy,  powered  without  the  pulling  of  a  horse,  which 
made  travel  easier,  was  a  sign  of  progressing  times.  Times  were  changing. 

As  always,  some  changes  are  good,  some  are  not.  As  the  association  entered 
this  second  decade,  there  was  one  change,  among  many  occurring,  that  was  for  the 
good.  Women  began  taking  a  more  active  role  in  the  association's  work,  namely  the 
organizing  of  a  Women's  Missionary  Society.  However,  it  was  a  change  not  all  at 
first  thought  was  good! 

How  did  the  change  come  about? 

On  January  8,  1886,  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  of  North  Carolina  was 
organized,  with  Fannie  Heck  as  President.  In  spite  of  the  opposition  from  many 
men,  they  progressed  into  an  integral  part  of  the  Convention.  By  the  turn  of  the 
century,  the  W.M.U.  had  become  a  most  effective  group  for  missions. 

Though  organized  in  1886,  it  took  twenty-six  years  before  any  Yadkin 
Associational  church  had  a  W.M.U.  On  Saturday,  August  9,  1912,  Mrs.  B.K.  Mason 
(1872-1948),  a  W.M.U.  worker  from  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  formerly  of  the  Yadkin 
area,  came  to  Yadkin  County  to  meet  with  a  number  of  women  to  plan  organizing  a 
group. 

The  women  met  at  the  Union  Grove  School  House  on  the  second  day  of  the 
Association  Annual  Session,  which  was  being  held  at  Union  Grove  Baptist.  Why  did 
they  meet  at  the  school  house?  The  1913  minutes  reveal  the  reason  to  be  because, 
"the  brethren  would  not  allow  them  to  meet  in  a  church  for  approximately  a  year." 
Nothing,  though,  could  dampen  the  fervor  found  within  the  spirits  of  those  mission- 
minded  women. 

As  a  result  of  this  meeting,  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Yadkin 
Baptist  Association  was  born.  When  the  first  W.M.U.  Annual  Session  was  held  on 
July  12  and  13,  1913,  six  churches  reported  having  organized  societies.  They  met 
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at  Boonville  Baptist,  who  in  1912  became  the  first  church  in  Yadkin  County  to  have 
an  organized  W.M.U.  At  this  meeting,  Delia  Woodhouse,  who  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  one  at  Boonville,  was  elected  as  Superintendent.  She  would  hold  this 
position  until  her  death  in  1928. 

While  there  is  a  separate  section  devoted  to  the  work  and  progress  of  the 
W.M.U.  within  the  association,  it  would  only  be  fitting  to  pause  here  to  gaze  upon 
the  biographical  portrait  of  the  association's  first  Superintendent/Director.  It  is  a 
portrait  of  faithfulness  and  dedication. 

Miss  Delia  Woodhouse  was  born 
in  Boonville,  Yadkin  County,  on  May 
26,  1875.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
M.L  and  Mary  Jane  Woodhouse.  Of 
her  father,  mention  has  already  been 
made. 

Blessed  to  be  raised  in  a  Christian 
home,  she  came  to  Christ  in  early 
girlhood,  and  was  baptized  into  the       \. 
fellowship   of   Reece's   Church.   Her       |-. 
affinity  for  spiritual  things  was  evident 
even  in  her  youth,  and  only  intensified        p. 
in  her  adulthood. 

The  August  1,  1928,  issue  of  the 
"Biblical  Recorder"  stated  of  her,  "To 
the  end,  she  was  loyal  to  every 
interest  of  the  church  and  faithful  in 
the  performance  of  her  duties."  Active 
in  the  life  of  her  church,  she  was 
even  organist  for  a  number  of  years. 

Her  public  testimony  was  none 
the  less  impressive.  Operating  a  hat 
shop  in   Boonville,   her  Christian 

character  before  the  public  brought  her  respect  and  admiration  throughout  the 
community. 

Her  contributions  in  the  work  of  the  W.M.U.  of  the  Yadkin  Association  will 
continue  to  bear  fruit  until  Christ's  second  coming.  Elected  in  1913  as  the  first 
Superintendent/Director,  it  was  a  position  she  held  for  almost  sixteen  years. 

Under  her  leadership,  the  organization  grew  from  an  infant  society  to  a  group 
that  exerted  significant  influence  for  the  cause  of  missions  in  the  association. 
Collections  increased  from  $4.75  in  1913,  to  $790.83  in  1927.  From  the  1925  minutes 
she  stated  her  goal  was  "to  enlist,  for  the  Master's  Glory  all  of  our  women,  young 
people  and  children  in  the  association." 

Striving  for  the  Master's  glory  throughout  her  life,  she  entered  the  Land  of  Glory 
"in  early  morning  hours  of  February  17,  1928."  Having  developed  a  brain  tumor,  she 
experienced  "several  months  of  unyielding  illness,  enduring  with  rare  and  beautiful 
submission."  She  was  52  years  of  age  at  her  Homegoing. 


Delia  Woodhouse 
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At  her  death,  Mrs.  D.H.  Carver  stated,  "In  memory  of  her  pure  life  and  Christ  like 
spirit,  we  have  a  noble  example  to  follow.  Truly  it  can  be  said  of  her,  she  was 
faithful  unto  death." 

Whatever  future  fruit  produced  by  the  W.M.U.  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association, 
honor  and  thanks  are  due  Miss  Delia  Woodhouse  for  her  willingness  to  plow  the 
soil  and  plant  seeds  on  a  new  field  of  endeavor  known  as  the  Women's  Missionary 
Society. 


World  War  I 

When  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  session  of  the  Yadkin  Association 
convened  at  Bean  Shoals  Baptist,  August  6-9,  1914,  World  War  I  was  not  more  than 
a  week  old.  While  the  United  States  sought  to  remain  neutral  in  the  early  years  of 
the  war,  it,  too,  eventually  entered  the  fighting. 

To  add  to  the  storm  clouds  ever  thickening  overseas,  on  the  first  day  of  their 
annual  meeting,  the  wife  of  the  President,  Mrs.  Woodrow  Wilson,  died.  The 
association,  with  a  vision  and  concern  beyond  its  own  boundaries,  adopted  the 
following  resolution: 

Whereas,  the  sad  news  comes  to  us  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Wilson, 
the  wife  of  our  Chief  Magistrate,  and  whereas,  in  her  death  we  feel 
the  deepest  sense  of  sorrow,  resolved  then,  for  that,  this 
Association  express  for  our  President  our  most  heartfelt  sympathy 
and  that  the  prayers  of  this  body  be  asked  for  him  for  divine 
comfort,  and  that  in  this  time  of  great  national  peril  because  of  the 
strife  among  the  powers  of  earth,  that  he  be  divinely  led  and 
guided  in  his  efforts  to  secure  peace  among  those  now  engaged  in 
deadly  struggle  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  given  to  the 
public  press  and  also  forwarded  to  our  President. 

This  action  taken  by  the  association  revealed  their  taking  seriously  what  the 
Scriptures  say  concerning  praying  for  those  in  authority  (I  Tim.  2:1-2).  Their 
thoughtful  and  prayerful  gesture  was  received  by  the  President  who,  in  return, 
responded.  At  the  1915  session,  "the  clerk  read  a  reply  from  President  Wilson  in 
answer  to  the  resolution  concerning  the  death  of  Mrs.  Wilson,  which  occurred  while 
we  were  in  session  last  year." 

With  the  world  in  a  boiling  pot  of  strife,  the  1915  session  closed,  most 
appropriately,  with  a  sermon  by  Rev.  Sanford  M.  Brown  (1855-1938)  on  prayer.  His 
"able  sermon"  was  an  encouragement  in  the  midst  of  uncertain  times. 

By  the  time  the  August,  1917  Meeting  assembled  at  Friendship  Baptist,  the 
United  States  had  entered  the  bloody  conflict.  Minutes  from  that  year  disclose  the 
war  had  brought  economic  difficulties,  as  well  as  anxieties  over  loved  ones 
engaged  in  battle. 

The  great  world  war  is  a  challenge  to  every  moral  and  spiritual 
resource  in  America.  Hundreds  and  thousands  of  homes  will 
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experience  a  new  soul-hunger,  a  new  sense  of  need  in  the  giving 
of  their  sons  to  fight  for  justice  and  democracy.  .  .  .  Owing  to  the 
great  world  war  that  is  waging  in  the  earth,  we  know  not  what  we 
can  do  for  the  next  two  or  three  years,  still  we  are  confident  that 
this  Association  can  and  will  make  a  considerable  increase  over 
what  we  did  last  year.  The  danger  is,  in  our  deep  anxiety  for  the 
welfare  of  the  nation,  and  for  the  lives  of  those  so  dear  to  us,  we 
may  overlook  our  obligation  to  the  work  of  our  denomination.  This 
we  must  not  do. 

As  terrible  and  tragic  as  the  war  was,  the  association  seized  it  as  an  opportunity 
to  help  further  spread  the  Gospel.  In  1918  the  Foreign  Mission  Committee  stated, 
"Providence  has  thrown  the  doors  wide  open  and  a  waving  harvest  invites  us  to  a 
more  Biblical  giving.  War  conditions  are  making  great  changes  that  must  be  met  by 
churches  along  this  line." 

During  these  war  torn  and  economically  difficult  years,  how  did  the  churches 
respond  in  their  giving?  From  the  years  1914-1918,  the  churches  gave  a  total  to  all 
benevolent  causes,  and  mission  endeavors,  as  follows:  1914  -  25  churches, 
$4,224.20;  1915  -  25  churches,  $4,046.60;  1916  -  27  churches,  $3,721.44;  1917  -  28 
churches,  $5,032.50;  and  1918  -  28  churches,  $6,023.69. 

They  were  equal  to  the  challenge  in  their  giving.  When  the  war  ended  on 
November  11,  1918,  the  churches  could  look  back  and  say  they  were  also  equal  to 
the  challenge  in  their  prayers  and  support  of  one  another  during  those  trying  years. 

Part  of  the  heritage  of  the  Yadkin  Association  is  the  strength  of  the  people  in  the 
face  of  adversity.  The  prayers  and  support  for  each  other  in  trial,  uncertainty,  and 
even  death,  is  a  quality  that  should  ever  be  valued  and  maintained. 


Seventy-Five  Million  Dollar  Campaign 

The  challenge  of  the  war  had  ended,  but  when  the  1919  Annual  Session 
gathered  at  Deep  Creek  Baptist,  another  challenge  was  awaiting  them.  This 
challenge  was  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

In  May  of  1919,  James  Gambrell,  President  of  the  Convention,  stated,  "In  view  of 
the  members  and  ability  of  Southern  Baptists  and  in  view  of  the  needs  of  the  world 
at  this  hour,  we  suggest  that  in  the  organized  work  of  this  Convention  we  undertake 
to  raise  no  less  than  seventy-five  million  dollars  in  five  years."  Thus  was  launched 
the  Seventy-Five  Dollar  Campaign,  that  from  1919-1924  would  seek  increased 
support  for  all  Baptist  missionary,  educational,  and  benevolent  work. 

The  plan  was  to  promote  and  receive  pledges  during  the  remaining  months"  of 
1919,  then  pay  the  pledges  off  over  a  five  year  period.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  there 
had  been  pledged  $92,630,923. 

At  their  August  meeting  in  1919,  the  Yadkin  Association  issued  to  its  churches 
the  enormous  challenge  and  encouraged  each  church  to  be  a  part  of  this  ambitious 
campaign.  Rev.  W.V.  Brown  stated,  "We  want  to  go  on  record  as  living  heartily  with 


124 


the  great  move  that  was  launched  at  the  Convention  in  the  campaign  of  $75,000,000 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  world  physically,  educational,  and  spiritually." 

The  association  responded  exceptionally  well.  The  1920  minutes  record,  "It  is 
gratifying  to  report  that  the  pledges  have  been  paid  very  well  to  date."  While 
minutes  do  not  record  how  much  the  association  pledged,  nor  how  much  each 
church  pledged,  every  church  did  contribute  something  to  the  campaign. 

The  1924  minutes  list  the  amount  each  church  had  given  to  the  campaign 
during  the  five  year  period,  from  1919-1924.  They  had  dug  deep  into  their  pockets  to 
contribute  a  total  of  $18,440.27!  A  most  commendable  amount. 


Church 

Amount  Given 

Church 

Amount  Given 

Bean  Shoals 

$    148.65 

Bear  Creek 

$    100.25 

Bethel 

598.10 

Boonville 

5,884.57 

Charity 

270.78 

Cross  Roads 

2,361.50 

Deep  Creek 

1,692.21 

East  Bend 

686.92 

Enon 

338.89 

Flat  Rock 

1,392.05 

Forbush 

845.35 

Friendship 

131.00 

Island  Ford 

15.10 

Huntsville 

57.55 

Mountain  View 

11.00 

New  Hope 

34.76 

Oak  Ridge,  North 

315.54 

Oak  Ridge,  South 

135.90 

Richmond  Hill 

131.00 

Rock  Spring 

91.19 

Sandy  Springs 

1,319.21 

Shady  Grove 

150.36 

Swaim's 

276.31 

Union  Grove 

153.00 

West  Bend 

16.25 

Yadkin  Valley 

233.93 

Yadkinville 

298.20 

Jonesville 

750.70 

From  the  92  million  that  had  been  pledged,  only  $58,591,713.69  was  finally 
received.  Falling  short  of  the  original  goal  by  17  million  was  largely  the  result  of 
widespread  financial  depression  that  struck  the  South.  The  rural  south  was  hit 
especially  hard,  that  being  the  heart  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  strength. 

Was  the  Seventy-Five  Million  Dollar  Campaign  a  failure?  By  no  means.  In  five 
years  State  and  Associational  Missions  received  $9,900,785  from  the  campaign. 
Home  Missions  received  $6,622,725,  more  than  the  first  74  years  of  its  history. 
Foreign  Missions  received  $11,615,327,  almost  as  much  as  it  received  its  first  74 
years.  Education  received  $16,087,942,  about  as  much  as  all  previous  years 
combined. 

During  the  five  years  of  the  challenge,  there  were  2,242  new  churches  organized, 
an  increase  in  membership  of  606,761;  there  were  952,943  baptisms,  2,953  new 
Sunday  Schools,  and  Sunday  School  enrollment  increased  622,509.  These  figures 
show  the  campaign  was  certainly  not  a  failure.  It  showed  what  a  few  dollars  from 
many  churches  could  do  when  combined  together. 

For  the  first  time,  many  Southern  Baptist  churches,  including  some  from  the 
Yadkin  Association,  were  awakening  to  their  responsibility  of  stewardship.  And  it 
was  from  this  campaign  that  in  1925,  the  Cooperative  Program  was  born.  As  the 
result  of  its  participation  in  the  75  Million  Dollar  Campaign,  the  Yadkin  Association 
had  a  part  in  seeing  its  birth  become  a  reality. 
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Prohibition  ...  In  Theory  At  Least 


While  1919  brought  with  it  the  challenge  of  the  75  Million  Dollar  Campaign,  it 
also  brought  with  it  the  news  that  Prohibition,  the  ban  on  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  alcoholic  beverages,  was  soon  to  become  a  national  reality.  This  was  a  goal  the 
association  had  helped  work  toward  for  many  years. 

They  had  been  crusaders  against  the  evils  of  alcohol  since  1786,  when  they  first 
met  as  a  branch  association.  They  had  weathered  a  lot  of  storm  and  controversy, 
but  they  never  wavered  in  their  stand. 

As  the  new  century  dawned,  they  encouraged  the  churches  and  their  members 
to  lend  support  to  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  a  nation-wide  organization  begun  about 
1895.  They  were  helping  lead  the  fight  in  the  adoption  of  a  prohibition  amendment 
to  the  National  Constitution.  In  1909  at  East  Bend,  R.L.  Davis,  Superintendent  of  the 
North  Carolina  Anti-Saloon  League,  spoke  at  their  annual  meeting  concerning 
continuing  the  fight  "against  the  greatest  of  all  evils." 

The  association,  through  the  years,  had  fought  this  liquid  devil  through  their 
prayers,  giving,  preaching,  and  other  measures  designed  to  curtail  its  flow.  With 
preachers  like  J.J.  Beach  helping  lead  the  fight,  the  still  operators  in  Yadkin  County 
had  to  beware. 

Beach  was  born  June  23,  1872, 
near  Lenior,  Caldwell  County.  Profes- 
sing Christ  in  1886,  he  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  on  November  6,  1896, 
at  age  24. 

He  was  found  pastoring  in  the 
Yadkin  Association  by  1902,  where- 
upon he  stayed  until  July  of  1907.  In 
addition  to  his  pastoring,  he  served 
as  Associational  Missionary,  taught 
school  at  Yadkinville  Academy,  was 
Moderator  in  1905-  and  1906,  and 
served  on  various  committees.  Serving 
on  the  Temperance  Committee,  he 
did  more  than  serve,  he  took  action. 

Found  in  Yadkin  County  at  this 
time  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
notorious  still  operators  in  the 
country.  Located  at  Little  Yadkin,  now 
part  of  Forsyth  County,  was  the 
"Nick"  Williams  distillery.  Through 
Beach's  efforts  he  helped  shut  down 
its  operation. 

At  his  death  on  October  8,  1933,  in  Cherryville,  the  "Biblical  Recorder"  stated  of 
him,  "He  had  a  quick  mind  which  made  him  a  great  debator,  a  preacher  of  above 
ordinary  ability.  He  hated  whiskey  and  did  all  he  could  to  defeat  it  every  time  he 
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could.  It  was  he  who  helped  oust  the  'Old  Nick  Williams  Gang'  in  Yadkin  County, 
and  stood  ready  to  fight  whiskey  everywhere  at  all  times,  regardless  of  the  cost." 

When  Beach  departed  Yadkin  County  to  pastor  in  Kings  Mountain  in  July,  1907, 
the  association  hated  to  see  him  leave.  However,  still  operators  were  glad  to  see 
him  mount  his  horse  for  other  fields  of  service! 

With  crusaders  like  Beach  leading  the  way  across  the  nation,  by  1919  three 
fourths  of  the  states  had  approved  the  prohibition  amendment.  In  theory  at  least, 
the  ban  on  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  alcoholic  beverages  became  a  reality.  There 
was  only  one  problem:  "moonshiners" — operators  of  illegal  stills.  And  a  problem 
they  were.  The  1918  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  minutes  stated,  "That 
one-third  of  the  illicit  distilleries  captured  in  the  United  States  were  located  in  North 
Carolina." 

Not  only  were  illegal  stills  a  problem  in  the  Roaring  Twenties,  there  was  a  laxity 
in  enforcing  the  laws.  The  association  in  1922  addressed  this  problem. 

We  believe  the  only  remedy  lies  with  the  people  themselves  in 
standing  for  law  enforcement  and  cooperating  with  officers  of  the 
law  that  we  will  by  work  and  ballot  condemn  such  officers  as 
compromise  with  this  class  of  criminals,  either  by  indifference  or 
actively  aiding  and  abetting  in  such  lawlessness.  That  we  will  not 
only  stand  by  the  Constitution,  but  will  use  our  influence  and  all 
the  means  at  our  disposal  for  its  upholding. 

As  earnestly  and  as  diligently  as  the  association  sought  to  stop  the  flow  of 
alcohol,  their  best  efforts,  as  is  true  today,  could  only  plug  up  a  few  leaks  here  and 
there.  By  the  end  of  1933  the  18th  Amendment  had  been  repealed,  and  National 
Prohibition  came  to  an  end.  Nevertheless,  they  would  continue  to  speak  out  against 
it. 

Today  the  river  of  alcohol  continues  to  cut  its  way  through  most  North  Carolina 
counties.  However,  it  is  no  doubt  because  of  the  past  work  and  efforts  of  laborers 
within  the  Yadkin  Association,  that  has  influenced  and  resulted  in  Yadkin  County,  at 
this  writing,  being  one  of  few  completely  dry  counties  left  in  the  state.  As  the 
i  alcohol  issue  raises  its  head  from  time  to  time,  may  the  association  stand  as  it  has 
done  in  the  past,  that  Yadkin  County  might  ever  remain  dry  from  its  poisonous  flow. 


Every  Church  Has  A  Sunday  School 

As  the  twentieth  century  began,  still  not  every  church  had  Sunday  Schools.  In 
1901,  of  the  thirty-nine  churches,  eleven  did  not  have  them.  In  1902,  twenty-three 
out  of  thirty-five  reported  Sunday  Schools,  with  1,696  on  roll. 

Those  having  them  continued  to  be  about  the  same  until  1907,  when  we  find  21 
"of  23  reporting  them,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  1,691.  Why  the  sudden  increase? 
'Through  the  work  of  Solomon  D.  Brown,  the  son  of  William  G.  Brown,  new  life  was 
"breathed  into  the  Sunday  School  Convention  meetings. 
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After  the  Civil  War,  these  Convention  meetings  were  begun  to  emphasize  Sunday 
School's  importance,  but  over  the  years  they  had  lost  their  vitality  and  had  become 
dormant  in  their  assembling.  The  new  found  life  found  within  these  meetings 
helped  churches  catch  a  vision  of  Sunday  School's  importance. 

In  1908,  at  Oak  Grove,  the  Sunday  School  Committee  reported,  "We  rejoice  to 
report  a  Sunday  School  in  almost  every  church  in  the  Association.  Many  of  these 
schools  continue  the  year  around." 

At  the  1909  Session,  22  out  of  24  churches  reported  Sunday  School,  with  an 
enrollment  of  1,869.  Most  of  these  churches  continued  through  the  entire  year. 

When  the  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Annual  Session  gathered  at  North  Oak 
Ridge  in  August  of  1910,  the  Sunday  School  Committee  could  scarcely  contain  their 
joy  as  they  gave  their  report, 

We  find  from  the  information  we  can  gather  from  the  Sunday 
School  reports  sent  in  by  the  churches  and  from  those  who  did  not 
represent  at  his  meeting,  that  there  is  a  Sunday  School  in  every 
church  in  the  Association,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  1,846 
scholars.  Number  of  baptisms  from  schools  -  58. 

Listed  are  the  24  churches  and  their  statistical  data.  Three  churches  failed  to 
turn  in  their  1910  report:  Friendship,  Oak  Grove,  and  Richmond  Hill.  The  data  for 
their  Sunday  Schools  are  taken  from  the  1909  minutes. 


Church 

Bean  Shoals 
Bear  Creek 
Boonville 
Cross  Roads 
Charity 
Enon 
East  Bend 
Friendship 
Forbush 
Rat  Rock 
Huntsville 
Island  Ford 
Jonesville 
Mountain  View 
Oak  Grove 
Oak  Ridge 
Richmond  Hill 
Swaim's 
Shady  Grove 
Sandy  Springs 
Union  Grove 


Superintendent 

R.D.  Hauser 
R.P.  Green 
C.R.  Transou 
I.J.  Cranfill 
A.C.  Stinson 
J.H.  Sailor 
J.G.  Steel 
WA.  Kirk 
E.T.  Davis 
C.G.  Bryant 
Henry  Baity 
Ella  Holcomb 
A.D.  Stout 
J.L  Vanhoy 
A.S.  Mathis 
J.C.  Brown 
J.E.  Spainhour 
S.S.  Wagoner 
D.G.  Reece 
A.T.  Stellman 
J.M.  Caudle 


Enrolled 

Months 

Meet 

110 

12 

45 

6 

157 

12 

90 

12 

83 

12 

98 

9 

108 

12 

67 

12 

76 

9 

98 

8 

60 

12 

37 

6 

94 

12 

58 

12 

106 

6 

75 

8 

52 

12 

68 

6 

50 

9 

90 

9 

56 

6 
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Church  Superintendent  Enrolled  Months 

Meet 

i  West  Bend  B.D.  Hauser  42  12 

Yadkinville  D.M.  Reece  101  12 

[  Yadkin  Valley  A.E.Jeffries  59  12 

3 

Sunday  School  began  to  experience  growth  and  stability,  as  the  churches  began 
"to  catch  a  vision  of  its  importance.  In  1915,  25  churches  reported  2,499  enrolled;  in 
1920,  27  churches  reported  2,607  enrolled;  and  in  1924,  29  churches  reported  3,085 
''enrolled. 

Sunday  Schools  were  reaching  people.  The  1921  minutes  state,  "About  90 
percent  of  the  baptisms  (in  the  Association)  were  from  the  Sunday  Schools."  With 
J  the  churches  working  together,  souls  were  being  won  for  Christ. 

Not  to  be  content  with  the  results,  the  1923  Sunday  School  Committee  stated — 
While  we  are  thankful  for  past  results,  today,  we  realize  that  the 
harvest  is  ripe  and  that  the  laborers  are  few.  Never  before  in  the 
history  of  the  world  is  pure  Scripture  teaching  more  needed  than  at 
the  present  time. 

That  is  still  true  today.  May  the  association  ever  labor  to  fill  that  need. 


Reaching  the  Spiritual,  Educational,  And  Physical  Needs 

Through  their  prayers,  giving,  and  labor,  the  association  sought  to  minister  to 
the  whole  person.  Like  Paul  (I  Thes.  2:23),  they  desired  to  touch  for  Christ  a  person 
in  their  totality — soul,  mind,  and  body.  Of  course,  reaching  lost  souls  was  given 
priority. 

1.  The  Spiritual 

In  their  giving  to  foreign,  home,  and  state  missions,  they  sought  to  reach  lost 
souls  both  home  and  abroad.  While  their  giving  never  reached  its  full  potential,  it 
was  stable,  consistent,  and  steadily  increased  over  this  twenty-five  year  period. 

In  1900,  37  churches  gave  to  the  three  offerings,  a  combined  total  of  $333.64.  By 
1924  the  figure  had  almost  tripled,  as  twenty-nine  churches  gave  to  State,  Home, 
and  Foreign  Missions  $938.90.  These  figures  do  not  include  what  came  in  through 
Sunday  School  or  the  WMU,  or  what  went  to  the  75  Million  Dollar  Campaign. 

How  did  their  giving  compare  with  other  Baptists  in  the  state?  According  to  the 
1920  minutes — 

The  average  Baptist  in  North  Carolina  contributed  $1.09  to  the 
objects  of  church  benevolence.  The  average  Baptist  in  Yadkin 
County  contributed  $0.30  to  the  objects  of  church  benevolence,  10 
cents  to  the  orphanage,  and  5  cents  each  to  home,  state,  and 
foreign  missions  and  Christian  education. 
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Yadkin's  figures  seem  somewhat  low,  until  you  consider  that  in  1920  the  living 
standard  of  Baptists  in  Yadkin  County  ranked  57th  out  of  90  counties.  The  average 
Baptist  in  North  Carolina  was  worth  about  $1,300  in  property,  compared  to  the 
average  Baptist  in  Yadkin  County  being  worth  about  $800  in  property.  That  is  not 
surprising  since,  "the  churches  of  our  Association  are  all  country  or  village 
churches."  When  one  considers  these  facts,  it  makes  their  contributions  to  the  75 
Million  Dollar  Campaign  all  the  more  astounding. 

As  for  reaching  the  lost  within  their  boundaries,  from  1900-24  the  association's 
reported  baptisms  were  most  impressive.  At  least  100  are  listed  every  year,  except  in 
1903  when  90  were  reported.  There  were  five  times  when  over  200  were  baptized: 
1912,  201;  1915,  215;  1920,  249;  1921,  227;  and  1923,  201.  Those  are  statistics  that 
more  than  challenge  the  associational  churches  of  the  present. 

While  they  were  attempting  to  reach  the  lost  at  home,  their  arm  also  extended  to 
other  continents.  In  1918  Miss  Cora  Caudle,  who  was  a  Yadkin  girl,  "a  native  of  this 
Association,"  was  appointed  a  missionary  to  Africa  by  the  North  Carolina  Foreign 
Mission  Board.  They  considered  "it  a  privilege  to  stand  behind  her  in  prayer  and 
with  our  means."  As  in  the  case  of  Frank  Tatum  back  in  1888,  they  were  reaching 
across  the  waters  with  not  only  their  money,  but  through  one  of  their  own.  (The 
reader  may  refer  to  'Those  Sent  Out  From  Amongst  Us  -  Appendix  C  for  a  list  of 
past  and  present  foreign  missionaries  with  Yadkin  associational  ties.) 

2.  Educational 

During  this  period,  the  association  was  fortunate  to  have  within  her  ranks  many 
pastors  and  laypeople  whose  interest  in  education  helped  further  its  progress. 
Several  of  the  pastors  also  taught  school,  such  as:  T.C.  Myers,  S.S.  May,  J.J.  Beach, 
J.T.  Kirk,  and  George  Burrus.  There  were  also  other  pastors  and  laypeople  who 
served  on  the  Yadkin  County  Board  of  Education. 

As  the  result  of  their  labors,  and  others,  a  "general  interest  (had)  awakened  in 
the  duty  of  training  our  boys  and  girls."  In  addition  to  their  regular  support  of 
education  by  giving  through  the  Convention,  they  also  helped  support  education 
locally,  such  as  the  Yadkin  Valley  Institute  in  Boonville,  the  East  Bend  Academy, 
and  the  Yadkinville  Academy. 

In  1903  they  gave  to  help  "complete  a  splendid  brick  building"  in  Dobson.  As 
the  minutes  read,  "In  view  of  the  very  excellent  school  there  and  the  large  numbers 
of  young  people  gathered  most  of  the  year  who  represent  many  communities, 
makes  our  investment  there  a  wise  one." 

In  1917  the  association  became  joint  owners  of  a  school  in  Ronda.  At  the 
Annual  Meeting  gathered  at  Friendship  that  year,  the  Education  Committee 
presented  the  following  recommendation: 

Whereas  one  of  the  schools  under  the  auspices  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board  .  .  .  located  in  the  territory  once  covered  by  the 
Yadkin  Association  and  now  in  Surry,  our  youngest  offspring,  and 
whereas  this  Association  is  cordially  invited  to  adopt  Mt.  Park 
school  as  ours  in  joint  ownership  and  control  of  the  school.  We 
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recommend  the  adoption  of  the  school  as  ours  and  the 
appointment  of  trustees  to  serve  on  the  Board  with  three  from  the 
Surry  Association,  and  we  further  recommend  and  urge  our 
Association  to  liberally  support  and  patronize  Mountain  Park 
School. 

In  1912  the  Surry  Association  secured  37  acres  of  land  in  Ronda.  A  school  was 
built  on  the  site,  and  in  1913  Mountain  Park  School  opened.  For  a  time  the  school 
received  support  from  the  Home  Mission  Board.  Even  with  their  support,  and  the 
support  of  other  interested  Baptists,  including  the  Yadkin  Association's  help,  the 
school's  debts  could  never  seem  to  be  overcome.  In  1924  the  school  was  sold  and 
its  management  passed  into  other  hands. 

At  the  1923  Session,  convening  at  Charity,  "A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to 
adopt  Mountain  View  College  as  our  Associational  school."  The  school  was  located 
in  Wilkes  County.  Opening  in  1913  as  a  high  school,  in  1923  it  became  a  Junior 
College. 

It  received  support  from  the  Home  Mission  Board,  as  well  as  from  the  Stone 
i Mountain,  Brushy  Mountain,  Elkin,  Brier  Creek,  Alleghany,  and  Yadkin  Associations. 
The  school  remained  opened  until  1929.  Until  its  closing  the  association  had  three 
representatives  on  its  Board  of  Trustees. 

Throughout  western  North  Carolina  one  could  find  dozens  of  these  "mountain 
schools."  These  schools  were  established  through  the  help  of  associations  and  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  education, 
but  also  to  evangelize.  While  most  of  them  eventually  closed  because  of  financial 
difficulties,  these  schools  met  a  real  need  while  they  remained  opened  and  made  a 
good  contribution  to  the  cause  of  Christian  education.  The  Yadkin  Association 
needs  to  be  commended  for  their  involvement  with  these  schools. 

3.  The  Physical 

In  addition  to  endeavoring  to  minister  to  one's  spiritual  and  educational  needs, 
ithey  also  sought  to  minister  to  the  physical  needs  of  others  through  their  support  of 
ithe  Orphanage,  Minister's  Aged  Relief,  and  the  Baptist  Hospital. 

Gifts  to  the  Thomasville  Orphanage  remained  a  favorite  offering.  Giving  always 
remained  consistent  and  high:  1900,  $260.10;  1910,  $215.98;  1920,  $568.68;  and  1924, 
$839.98.  Most  of  the  time  the  offering  for  the  orphanage  was  as  much  as  the  other 
offerings  combined. 

It  was  hard  to  turn  down  appeals  from  destitute  children  in  need.  As  well,  it  was 
hard  not  to  give  to  a  cause  that  was  doing  such  an  excellent  job.  Minutes  disclose 
that  by  1922  they  had  received  2,097  children  in  distress,  and  had  at  the  time  542  in 
residence.  The  association  felt  honored  to  be  a  part  of  such  a  worthy  work. 

The  association  continued  to  give  to  the  North  Carolina  Minister's  Relief  Board, 
to  help  those  ministers  who  had  given  their  lives  to  the  gospel.  In  1918  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  created  the  Relief  and  Annuity  Board,  with  offices  in  Dallas, 
Texas.  Three  years  later,  1921,  North  Carolina's  work  of  providing  relief  for  aged 
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ministers  was  turned  over  to  the  Convention.  That  year  the  association  gave  $60.00 
to  help  with  assistance.  By  1922  there  were  73  beneficiaries  in  the  state  receiving 
aid,  with  one  of  them  being  from  the  Yadkin  Association. 

While  the  association  gave  to  the  Convention's  "annuity  board,"  they  still 
continued  to  personally  help  their  own  aged  ministers.  In  1900  a  collection  was 
"taken  and  divided  equally  between  Elders  W.G.  Brown  and  J.H.  Lewellyn,"  who 
were  both  advancing  in  years.  Brown  died  in  1901,  Lewellyn  in  1903. 

At  the  1912  Annual  Meeting  a  collection  was  taken  for  Rev.  G.F.  Houge.  Gathered 
at  Boonville  Baptist  in  1915,  another  "collection  was  taken  up  for  Bro.  Houge,  who 
is  sick,  amounting  to  $46."  He  entered  his  reward  in  1917,  at  age  69. 

At  the  1911  associational  meeting  held  at  Cross  Roads,  "a  collection  is  taken 
amounting  to  $18.28  for  Rev.  S.S.  May  to  show  the  appreciation  of  the  Association 
for  the  noble  work  done  by  this  old  Servant  of  God."  Brother  May,  at  age  76,  was 
"the  oldest  minister  in  the  Association." 

In  1913,  after  the  Minister's  relief  report  was  given  "a  collection  was  taken  for 
Rev.  May,  which  is  a  faint  expression  of  the  love  and  esteem  the  people  of  the 
Yadkin  Association  have  for  him."  There  were  many  collections  taken  for  this 
remarkable  man  of  God. 

It  would  be  unthinkable  to  not  pause  here  and  visit  with  S.S.  May,  "the  oldest 
minister  in  the  Association,"  who  lived  to  be  101!  One  will  discover  he  was  a  most 
interesting,  fascinating,  colorful,  and  faithful  disciple  of  Christ. 

Rev.  Stanley  S.  May  was  born  in 
what  is  now  Yadkin  County,  on 
August  23,  1835.  He  was  one  of  four 
children  born  into  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  May. 

When  he  was  eight  years  old 
some  of  the  first  schools  in  the  state 
were  being  established,  and  he  began 
attending  what  little  time  they  were  in 
session.  He  attended  school  until 
1848,  when  he  was  13  years  old.  Also 
at  age  13,  he  professed  faith  in  Christ, 
joining  Courtney  Baptist,  and  lived  a 
consistent  Christian  life  thereafter. 

In  1856,  at  age  21,  he  began 
attending  school  at  Boonville  to  fur- 
ther his  education.  After  doing  car- 
pentry work  and  farming  for  a  short 
time,  he  taught  school  at  Davis 
Schoolhouse,  two  miles  southeast  of 
Boonville. 

Shortly  before  the  Civil  War  began, 
he,  along  with  some  15  other  persons, 
headed  toward  Missouri  in  a  covered  Rev.  Stanley  S.  May 
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wagon.  The  trip  took  48  days.  While  there,  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  and  in  November 
of  1861,  he  joined  the  Confederate  Army  at  Oseola,  Missouri.  Having  a  divine 
destiny  to  fulfill,  Providence  watched  over  him  through  many  a  bloody  battle. 

After  the  war  ended  in  April  of  1865,  he  came  back  to  Yadkin  County  where  he 
helped  his  father  make  wagons  and  caskets.  At  age  32,  in  1867,  he  married  Nancy 
Gabard.  In  a  marriage  that  lasted  48  years,  before  her  death  in  1915,  seven  children 
were  born  into  their  home. 

It  was  in  1868,  at  age  33,  that  he  began  sensing  God's  call  to  preach,  and  began 
preaching  as  a  layperson.  Finally,  in  February,  1875,  at  age  40,  he  was  ordained. 

During  his  over  60  years  of  service  in  the  Yadkin  Association,  he  served  almost 
every  associational  church.  During  his  ministry,  he  also  served  at  one  time  or 
another  as  chairman  of  every  associational  committee.  "Uncle  Stanley,"  as  he  was 
called  by  those  who  knew  him,  was  honored  by  being  chosen  to  deliver  five  Annual 
Sermons:  1907,  1910,  1914,  1919,  and  1928,  the  last  at  age  93. 

Minutes  disclose  he  also  often  sang  during  the  annual  sessions.  In  addition  to 
being  a  champion  in  the  service  of  Christ's  Church,  he  was  an  early  member  of  the 
Yadkin  Board  of  Education,  serving  from  1892-94. 

He  actively  pastored  until  about  1925,  when  he  retired  at  age  90.  During  his 
ministry  he  served  Sandy  Springs  for  30  years,  and  Deep  Creek  Baptist  for  26  years. 
His  last  sermon  was  preached  at  Huntsville  Baptist  in  1932,  at  age  97. 

During  his  years  in  the  ministry  he  married  over  300  couples,  his  last  ceremony 
being  in  1934  at  age  99.  Even  after  his  retirement  from  the  active  pastorate,  he  could 
still  be  found  listed  among  the  ministers  of  the  Yadkin  Association  and  continued 
to  serve  on  various  associational  committees. 

Brother  May  has  the  distinction  of  holding  the  record  for  the  minister  who  has 
been  consistently  and  actively  involved  in  the  association  the  longest,  from  1875- 
1936.  That  is  a  record  that  is  not  likely  to  ever  be  broken! 

In  the  early  days  of  his  life,  near  where  he  lived,  there  could  be  found  a  stopping 
place  for  stage  coaches  as  they  passed  by.  As  the  stage  driver  came  near,  he  would 
blow  a  trumpet  making  known  his  approach.  In  his  early  life  Rev.  May  heard  that 
trumpet  many  a  time.  On  October  1,  1936,  at  age  101,  he  heard  another  trumpet.  It 
was  the  trumpet  of  the  Savior  whom  he  had  professed  as  Lord  88  years  earlier  call 
him  Home. 

Fortunate  was  the  Yadkin  Association  to  have  one  like  S.S.  May  cross  her  path. 
Their  collections  for  this  aged  servant  of  the  Lord,  and  for  others  like  him,  was  but 
an  expression  of  the  love  contained  in  their  hearts  for  these  men's  unselfish  labors. 

Another  way  the  association  ministered  to  the  physical  needs  of  others  was  by 
supporting  the  newly  built  Baptist  Hospital.  By  1918  there  could  be  found  eleven 
Baptist  Hospitals  throughout  the  Southern  States,  however,  North  Carolina  did  not 
have  one  until  1923. 

By  1919  the  idea  for  a  Baptist  Hospital  had  been  born  in  progressive  minds.  A 
committee  appointed  by  the  North  Carolina  Convention  visited  Raleigh,  Charlotte, 
Salisbury,  Winston-Salem,  High  Point,  and  Greensboro.  According  to  the  1921 
Convention  minutes,  "After  several  meetings  and  various  visits,  the  scales  titled  in 
favor  of  Winston-Salem." 
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Construction  soon  began.  With  the  backing  of  North  Carolina  Baptists,  it  opened 
on  May  28,  1923,  as  an  80-bed  hospital.  It  operated  as  a  missionary  ministry  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention.  As  Delia  Woodhouse  stated,  "It  is  the  purpose  of  our 
Baptist  Hospital  at  Winston-Salem  to  carry  on  the  work  of  our  Savior,  namely,  that  of 
healing  the  body,  thereby  winning  souls." 

As  soon  as  plans  to  build  the  hospital  materialized,  the  Yadkin  Association 
began  contributing,  though  somewhat  small  at  first.  In  1921,  $9.50  was  given,  and  in 
1922,  $14.50. 

When  the  hospital  opened,  contributions  increased.  The  associational  churches 
gave  $1 16.40  in  1923,  and  in  1924,  $125.29.  In  June  of  1923,  less  than  a  month  after 
it  opened,  the  Association  W.M.U.  furnished  "two  ward  beds"  for  the  hospital.  "Each 
bed  cost  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars." 

Consistent  support  of  the  hospital  would  continue.  Each  church  was 
encouraged  "to  observe  Mothers'  Day  each  year  in  every  church  in  our  Association, 
contributing  liberally  for  the  sick."  It  was  an  offering  that  met  with  a  good  response. 

During  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  the  20th  century,  the  Yadkin  Association 
used  their  resources  to  help  alleviate  some  of  the  spiritual,  educational,  and 
physical  needs  that  exist  in  every  generation.  By  their  praying,  giving,  and  personal 
labor,  they  were  channels  through  which  the  hands  of  Christ  ministered  to  other 
lives. 

We  are  called  to  do  likewise. 


Pastors  Get  A  Raise 

From  1900-24  there  was  an  increase,  not  only  in  the  number  of  churches  who 
paid  their  pastors,  but  also  an  increase  in  their  salaries.  The  century  began  with 
twenty-six  out  of  thirty-seven  churches  paying  their  pastor  some  salary.  The  average 
yearly  salary  of  the  twenty-six  churches  was  $46.25;  with  a  high  of  $200  by  Cross 
Roads,  and  a  low  of  $12  by  Cranberry. 

By  1910  seventeen  of  twenty-four  churches  reported  paying  their  pastor.  The 
average  yearly  salary  had  risen  to  $75.29;  with  a  high  of  $225  by  Boonville,  and  a 
low  of  $25  by  Island  Ford. 

To  encourage  churches  in  their  support  of  their  pastor,  in  1913,  a  "report  on 
Pastor's  support  was  called  for,  and  read  by  A.J.  Martin."  It  read  in  part — 

A  poorly  supported   pastor  means  a  lifeless   and   uninfluencial 

church.  The  growing  demand  for  more  efficient  service  .  .  .  makes 

it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  pastor  be  paid  a  good  salary.  God 

calls  men  to  preach,  He  calls  laymen  to  support  their  ministry. 

Much  teaching  remains  to  be  done  before  our  church  members 

meet  their  obligation  to  their  pastors.  .  .  . 

As  the  churches  awoke  more  to  their  obligation  to  support  their  pastor,  an 

increase  in  their  pay,  and  the  number  of  churches  who  paid  them,  began  to 

increase  in  the  19-teens.  By  1918,  every  church  was  paying  their  pastor  a  salary. 

That  year  the  average  yearly  salary  of  the  twenty-eight  churches  had  risen  to  $105.28; 
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with  a  high  of  $250  a  year  by  Boonville,  and  a  low  of  $35  by  West  Bend. 

With  each  passing  year,  gradual  increases  occurred.  With  the  75  Million  Dollar 
Campaign  increasing  the  churches'  awareness  of  their  responsibility  in  the  matter 
of  stewardship,  by  1924  one  discovers  the  average  yearly  salary  of  the  twenty-seven 
churches  had  increased  to  $156.29.  Listed  are  the  churches  and  the  yearly  salary 
each  paid.  For  pastors  of  each  church  see  section  'A  Baker's  Dozen,'  which  follows. 


Church 

Pastor's 

Church 

Pastor's 

Salary 

Salary 

Bean  Shoals 

$200 

Bear  Creek 

$  60 

Bethel 

203 

Boonville 

375 

Charity 

100 

Cross  Roads 

150 

Deep  Creek 

100 

East  Bend 

204 

Enon 

300 

Flat  Rock 

372 

Forbush 

300 

Friendship 

100 

Huntsville 

100 

Island  Ford 

26 

Jonesville 

350 

Mountain  View 

125 

New  Hope 

100 

Oak  Ridge,  North 

100 

(  Oak  Ridge,  South 

85 

Richmond  Hill 

71 

Rock  Spring 

120 

Sandy  Springs 

200 

Shady  Grove 

110 

Swaim's 

175 

Turner's  Creek 

125 

Union  Grove 

100 

1  West  Bend 

50 

Yadkinville 

200 

Much  progress  had  been  made  in  this  area  since  1900,  though  much  more 
needed  to  be  done.  Reasons  for  this  progress  was  two  fold:  first,  the  association's 
calling  attention  to  this  neglected  area;  and,  second,  the  churches  awakening  to 
and  taking  seriously  their  responsibility  in  supporting  their  pastor. 

Being  made  aware  of  one's  responsibility  +  Taking  action  =  Results.  That  is  a 
formula  that  always  works. 


A  Baker's  Dozen 

In  concluding  this  lengthy,  but  most  interesting  overview  of  the  first  quarter  of  a 
century,  those  churches  who  joined  the  association  during  this  period  must  not  be 
overlooked.  There  were  a  baker's  dozen — thirteen — who  joined. 

From  1900-24,  the  association  lost  22  churches.  Seventeen  of  those  were  lost 
when  Surry  Association  was  formed  in  1903.  However,  they  gained  several  strong 
churches,  seven  of  which  are  still  in  the  association  at  this  writing. 

The  thirteen  churches  who  joined  were:  1900 — Piney  Grove,  Surry;  1901  — 
Charity,  Yadkin;  Siloam,  Surry;  1902 — West  Bend,  Forsyth  (readmitted  from  Pilot 
Mountain  Association);  1903— New  Hope,  Iredell;  1904— Jonesville,  Yadkin;  1906 — 
Yadkin  Valley,  Davie;  1907— North  Oak  Ridge,  Yadkin;  1908— Mountain  View, 
Yadkin;  1916 — Bethel  Yadkin;  Rock  Spring,  Iredell  (readmitted  from  Brier  Creek 
Association);  1917— South  Oak  Ridge,  Yadkin;  1924— Turner's  Creek,  Yadkin. 
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In  addition  to  those  who  joined,  there  were  several  churches  who  had  been 
inactive  for  one  reason  or  another  who  became  more  actively  involved  again.  As  the 
century  began,  1900,  the  association  had  37  churches,  with  a  total  membership  of 
3,006.  As  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  the  20th  century  made  its  way  into  the  vault  of 
history,  there  were  29  active  churches,  with  a  total  membership  of  4,129.  Though 
there  was  a  decrease  of  8  churches,  there  was  an  increase  of  1,123  members.  Much 
work  had  been  done,  but  more  could  and  needed  to  be  done. 

Those  churches  listed  in  1924,  with  their  reported  membership,  pastor,  and 
some  other  statistical  data,  were: 


TADLE  I.  -STATISTICAL. 


church      ratu,r «  rosti,fficf 


Clerk  &  I'mfo/fice 


Time  Value  C. 
Pr,  iijj  Prop'rly 


GAINS  LOSSES  Total 

Bap.  Lei.  Slo.  Res.  Let.  Etc.  D'lh 


Mi  .in  Shoals 

H.'arCreek 

Bethel 

li.xiiirillf 

('i'ihi  ily 

Ci  "-S  Roads 

Dee,>  Creek 

J'.us'  (lend 

Fiioii 

flat  Ko<  h    K 

i'urbuih 

'•■'liendship 

Ihinlcville 

'..land  l\,rd 

Jonen-ilte 

Mountain  I  if  ii 


R.  P.  Curnm.  Boom-ill*  P.  G.  Scoil.  Slionlj  til 

II'.  V.  Breu-n,   Cyele      J.S.  Vrotl,  Cana  111 

T.  A.  Caudlf .  Yndljiiirille.   B.  F.  Gonfill,  YadkinoilU,  3d 
S.  F.  Morion,  H  imioii        J.  II.  Firming.  Bo»nWH<    2d 
A.  C.  Sliuson,  Boonville     4th 
I.  J .  Cranfill,  Cana  3d 

C.  R.  Grace,  Yadkinville     4th 
\V.  U,  Speas,  East  Bend     I  «l.-3d 
S.  F.  Morton,  U'intlon     J.  If.  Say  lor.  EastBend         4lh 
W*.  Turner.  Hamplonville  J.  F.  Miller,  Hamplonville,  1  »l-2d 
S.  J".  Morion.  Wiiuion.  Jno.  II,  Kalon.  YudJiiut'ille,   3d 
R,  P.  Cxiiiii.  Boom'iile     L,  I!.  Xirhols,  Siloam  2d 

J.  E.  Murray.    U'insloli         U.  F.  Sealt,  Cana  4lh 

J.  B.  Ruy,  Roaring  River,  D.  M.  llvlcomb.  Joneaville.  4th 

\V.  K.  Lii y.  Wilki'tboro.   II'.  F.  Recce,  Jonetrille     lst-3d 

\Y.  V.  Broun.  Cycle  T.  \.  \  Vinlioy,  Cycle  4th 


R.  P.  Coram,  liuonville 
G.  E.liurrus,  llockford 
S.  S.  May,  Yadfc-'ili'illt' 

R.  K.  Adorns.  East  liend 


Sew  Hope  T.  A.  Caudle.  Y adkinville  J.  M.  <iroce.  Harmony         1st 

Oak  Ridiie.  N'oi-fh.  L.  IV.  Uiirnis,  Uoani'iUe,  J.  E.  Moxley,  Bnonville.  2d 
Ouft  Ridie.  South    G.  E.  Riirrns,  Rorfe/ord   \V.  II.  Rraris.  Vadkinville,  Ut 


Richmond  Hill 
Roi-fc  Springs 
S  ind)'  Sj»rin"!« 
Slmdy  Grove 
S:,'<iin>s 

TlllW.  '«  ClVffe 
L',ii..n  Gtorv 
Y.i,/I.iii  Valley 
y,idhim'ille 
Wetl  Bend 


DAi.  Ri'eir.  Jonrsi-ille     O.G.  Jetler,  Boonville  3d 

L.  I).  tialtard,  Slairsnlle.  R.  E.  Shaw.  Harmony  4lli 

G'.  E.  Burins,  Rockjord     J.  R.Joyner,  Harmony  2d 

W.  R.  Evans,  Umesville         1st 
S.  S.  W'ntionet .  ttottnvttle,  2d.4lh 
R.  R.  Welti,,  YurffciiiWIIe 
A.  n.  II..bson.  B<ioti<<i'l<      3d 
A.  i:   Jeffries,  Adiunc*  3d 

R.  S.  Shore.  Yndhiiiri/lc        2d 
\lma  limner,  l-einioiHe.  2d 


M.  \.  Uiulley.  U'iiitli.ii 
J.  I.  Murray,  Illusion 
R.  p.  Coiiimi.  Boom'illr 
J.   I.  Murray.  H'iiiilon 

J.  I'.  Mitrruy.  U'iiul'-n  Mi 


S600O 
2000 
2500 
500O 
500 
1500 
2000 
3000 
4000 
6O00 
1200 
1500 
1200 
600 
7000 
2500 
1200 
800 
15O0 
IOO0 
1000 
2000 
3500 
1000 
1500 
2000 
1000 
40O0 
2OO0 


3 
6 
1  1 
49 
6 
7 


7 
3 
I  I 
13 


163 

90 

94 

209 

209 

247 

223 

100 

240 

300 

I  IS 

9N 

98 

59 

151 

J  IS 

90 

140 

167 

76 

105 

170 

107 

240 

100 

172 

1  IN 

91 

3h 


As  the  1924  minutes  come  to  a  close,  Rev.  E.W.  Turner  urged,  "Let  us  willingly 
give  of  our  means  that  God  may  save  the  lost  and  thereby  get  a  blessing  for 
ourselves  here  and  in  the  end  life  everlasting." 

That  challenge  is  ever  before  us. 
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Struggles,  Strength^  and  Service 
1925-1949 


As  the  sun  peeked  over  the  horizon  and  rested  her  illuminating  rays  upon  the 
;  new  year  of  1925,  the  association  found  herself  entering  its  135th  year  of  service  for 
Christ.  The  next  quarter  of  a  century  would  prove  to  be  a  period  mingled  with  both 
tragedies  and  triumphs.  As  for  the  tragedies,  the  years  1925-1949  would  find 
Baptists  experiencing  a  depression,  debt,  disappointments,  and  war.  As  for  the 
triumphs,  it  was  a  time  of  opportunities,  new  endeavors,  continued  outreach, 
'  milestones,  and  unforgettable  experiences. 

Sunday  On  Saturday 

One  of  those  unforgettable  experiences  that  became  etched  in  the  memories  of 

1  Yadkin  Baptists,  in  addition  to  many  others,  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1925.  With 

I  May  flowers  beginning  to  burst  forth  into  full  bloom,  the  Yadkin  area  found  itself  in 

May  of  that  year  bursting  with  the  anticipation  of  the  coming  of  Sunday  on  Saturday. 

On  Saturday  morning,  May  16,  1925,  at  10  o'clock,  "Billy  Sunday,  the  world's 
1  most  noted  evangelist,"  came  to  Yadkinville  to  "preach  the  baccalaureate  sermon 
for  the  closing  exercises  of  the  Yadkinville  High  School."  This  was  "an  opportunity 
of  a  life  time  to  hear  one  of  the  world's  greatest  revivalists  at  home." 

Having  Rev.  Sunday  come  to  Yadkinville  would  be  like  today  having  Billy 
Graham  come  to  town.  Sunday  (1862-1935)  was  a  former  Chicago  White  Sox 
baseball  player  who  was  converted  to  Christ  in  1886.  Giving  up  his  baseball  career 
in  1891,  he  began  working  at  the  YMCA  and  soon  began  preaching.  Ordained  in 
1903,  he  rapidly  became  the  Billy  Graham  of  his  day,  traveling  all  over  the  nation 
preaching  crusades  and  revivals.  It  is  estimated  he  preached  to  over  100  million 
people  before  his  death  in  1935,  at  age  73. 

Sunday  was  known  for  his  flamboyant  style,  his  highly  emotional  preaching,  and 
his  earthy,  slangy  language.  He  was  an  electrifying  speaker  who  could  hold  his 
audience  spellbound.  Wherever  he  went  large  crowds  gathered  to  hear  him.  He  had 
a  fire  in  his  bones,  and  people  came  to  watch  him  burn. 

How  did  he  happen  to  find  his  way  to  Yadkinville?  In  late  April  and  throughout 
May,  he  was  in  Winston-Salem  conducting  meetings.  Several  Associational 
ministers,  as  well  as  area  ministers  from  other  denominations,  "went  to  Winston- 
Salem  and  extended  a  personal  invitation  to  the  great  evangelist"  to  come  speak  to 
the  Yadkinvill  High  School  graduating  class.  He  accepted  their  invitation. 

The  baccalaureate  service  for  the  fifteen  graduating  seniors  was  "held  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  high  school  building."  According  to  the  May  21,  1925  edition  of 
"The  Yadkin  Ripple,"  "It  was  estimated  that  upwards  of  3,000  people  heard  his 
masterful  sermon.  No  graduating  class  of  this  school  was  ever  honored  before  with 
an  address  by  such  a  noted  man." 
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After  "congratulating  the  graduating  class  upon  the  attainment  of  their  diplomas, 
...  he  began  a  rapid  fire  warning  to  them  that  education  was  not  all,  and  unless 
they  'took  God  with  them  in  their  work,'  their  education  was  not  finished." 

For  his  message,  Rev.  Sunday  was  given  $100.  In  a  brief  letter  to  the  town  of 
Yadkinville,  he  wrote,  "Thank  you  very  much  for  the  check.  I  enjoyed  my  trip  up 
there  very  much  and  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  visit  that  section  of  the  state  and 
meeting  you  good  people." 

Sunday  on  Saturday  was  an  event  the  "capital  of  Yadkin"  would  not  soon  forget. 
And  it  was  made  possible,  in  part,  by  many  of  the  ministers  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association. 


Cooperative  Program 

As  the  135th  Annual  Session  convened  at  South  Oak  Ridge  on  August  7-9,  1925, 
Sunday's  visit  to  Yadkinville  was  still  a  topic  of  conversation.  Such  events  come 
about  only  by  the  cooperation  of  many  people  working  together.  The  work  that 
Southern  Baptists  had  undertaken  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  could  only  be 
accomplished  by  the  cooperation  of  the  churches  who  comprised  the  many 
associations.  The  cooperation  which  was  sought  found  expression  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Cooperative  Program. 

Before  the  75  Million  Dollar  Campaign,  the  Convention  had  limped  along 
financially,  with  agents  soliciting  support  for  the  various  mission  causes.  The  lack 
of  a  unified  system  of  giving  often  led  to  debts  and  borrowing.  The  challenge  to 
raise  75  million  dollars  between  1919-1924,  taught  Southern  Baptists  that  it  was 
better  to  unite  all  their  causes  and  make  one  appeal  for  support.  In  this  way  each 
denominational  cause  was  assured  support. 

In  May  of  1925,  during  the  Annual  Convention  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  Southern 
Baptists  adopted  a  cooperative  system  to  support  their  work,  to  "be  known  as  the 
Cooperative  Program  of  Southern  Baptists."  A  new  day,  financially  speaking,  had 
begun.  Now  both  state  work  and  convention-wide  causes  could  receive  sufficient 
support. 

How  was  this  new  system  of  giving  to  work?  Churches  in  each  state  were  to 
send  their  Cooperative  Program  contributions  to  their  state  headquarters,  where  the 
funds  were  divided  between  statewide  and  Convention-wide  causes.  Funds  were 
distributed  to  the  various  causes  according  to  percentages  that  were  fixed  by  each 
state  convention.  Of  course,  designated  funds  and  special  offerings  were  not 
divided,  but  went  exactly  to  where  the  donor  requested  it  to  go. 

Found  in  the  1929  associational  minutes  was  a  clear  explanation  of  how  this 
new  plan  of  giving  worked. 
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The   Cooperative    Program    .    .    .    includes   all    of   our   mission, 

educational,  and  benevolent  work.  .  .  .  The  funds  received  from  the 

churches  for  the  Cooperative  Program  are  divided  between  state 

wide  and  South-wide  (convention-wide)  objects  on  the  basis  of 

50-50  as  follows:  (Out  of  every  dollar)  State  wide  objects,  State 

missions  23<t,  Christian  Education  234,  Winston-Salem  Hospital  44, 

total  504.  South-wide  (convention-wide)  objects:  Foreign  Missions 

25$,    Home    Missions    1114$,    Education    Seminaries    8!4<t,    Old 

Ministers  Relief  4H>4,  New  Orleans  Hospital  14,  total  504. 

Through  the  Cooperative  Program,  when  an  individual  made  an  offering  he  was 

helping  to  support  all  the  causes  fostered  by  their  State  Convention  and  by  the 

Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The  association  was  quick  to  see  the  advantages  of 

giving  through  thfs  system,  and  encouraged  the  churches  to  support  it  with  their 

funds.  Found  in  the  August,  1926,  minutes  is  an  admonition  to  the  churches  that  is 

as  fresh  as  the  day  it  was  first  uttered: 

When  it  is  properly  supported  by  all  our  people  the  Cooperative 
Program  will  insure  an  adequate  income  to  every  department  of 
our  organized  Baptist  work,  thus  relieving  our  state  and  general 
secretaries  and  heads  of  institutions  of  constant  solicitation  of 
funds  and  setting  them  free  to  plan  for  the  enlarged  scope  of  the 
work  entrusted  to  them. 

How  did  the  Yadkin  associational  churches  respond  in  their  giving  to  this  new 
system  of  giving?  According  to  W.V.  Brown,  the  first  Associational  Cooperative 
Program  Director,  "[They  were]  a  little  slow  to  respond  to  the  call." 

In  1926,  of  the  twenty-nine  churches,  six  gave  a  total  of  $952.53.  The  first  six 
churches  who  gave  and  their  amount  were:  Boonville,  $558.33;  Bethel,  $17.00;  Cross 
Roads,  $222.10;  East  Bend,  $8.25;  Swaim's,  $17.85;  and  Yadkinville,  $129.00. 

A  year  later  eight  churches  gave  a  total  of  $815.08.  Most  of  the  churches  were 
Sstill  designating  where  their  money  went,  with  the  orphanage  receiving  the  most 
substantial  amounts. 

In  the  late  1920's  depression  began  to  overtake  the  South,  then  the  whole  nation. 
\s  the  sharp  teeth  of  the  depression  took  a  bite  out  of  everyone's  financial 
resources,  contributions  to  all  cause  suffered.  One  finds  that  in  1928  five  churches 
gave  to  the  Cooperative  Program  $125.90;  in  1929,  six  churches  gave  $159.59;  and  in 
1930,  six  churches  gave  $187.59. 

Gradually  contributions  began  to  stablize  somewhat.  In  1931,  nine  churches 
?ave  $356.85;  1932,  five  churches,  $335.53;  1933,  five  churches,  $274.00;  and  1934, 
;ix  churches  gave  $482.70. 

With  recovery  very  slowly  occuring,  contributions  and  the  number  of  churches 
jiving  started  to  increase.  In  1935,  ten  churches  gave  $759.82.  By  1940,  ten  churches 
;ave  $775.1 1;  1945,  eleven  churches,  $1,402.96;  and  in  1949,  nineteen  churches  gave 
12,572.76. 

Designated  giving  was  still  prevalent,  with  special  offerings  such  as  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering,  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering,  the  Mother's  Day 
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Hospital  Offering,  and  the  Thanksgiving  Orphanage  Offering,  receiving  the  bulk  of 
the  contributions  from  the  associational  churches. 

Though  the  associational  churches  still  have  not  yet  reached  their  potential  in 
giving  through  the  Cooperative  Program,  from  the  initial  $952.53  given  in  1926, 
contributions  in  1988-89  had  increased  to  $182,045.00.  While  it  is  not  known  at  this 
writing  what  the  final  contributions  are  as  the  association  celebrates  her  200th 
anniversary,  it  is  expected  to  be  nearly  $200,000.00. 


A  Call  To  Christian  Living 

In  addition  to  urging  and  calling  churches  to  give  to  the  Cooperative  Program, 
there  could  ever  be  heard  a  call  for  the  churches  to  be  a  channel  through  which  the 
blessings  of  grace  could  flow.  Jesus  said,  "By  their  fruits  you  shall  know  them."  The 
association  was  continually  urging  the  Christians  who  comprised  the  churches,  to 
adopt  a  lifestyle  that  would  reveal  fruit  worthy  of  a  disciple  of  Christ. 

When  it  came  to  Christian  living  the  association  stated  in  1933,  "We  declare 
ourselves  on  the  side  of  all  those  forces  which  make  for  righteousness."  Many  were 
the  resolutions  and  urgings  that  admonished  Christians  to  let  their  light  shine  for 
righteousness. 

In  1921  it  was  "resolved  that  we  request  all  ministers,  and  delegates  of  this 
association  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  tobacco  and  snuff  while  in  the  house  of 
God." 

Found  in  the  1925  minutes  is  a  "protest  against  the  tendency  apparent  among  us 
to  disregard  the  sacredness  of  the  Sabbath  as  a  day  of  rest,  by  doing  unnecessary 
work  on  that  day.  As  the  world  is  looking  at  us  as  spiritual  workers,  we  should  not 
give  reason  for  argument  as  to  breaking  the  Sabbath." 

A  petition  in  1926  was  sent  to  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  urging 
them  "to  pass  a  strict  law  forbidding  the  opening  and  operating  places  of  public 
business  on  Sunday." 

Christians  were  urged  in  1930  to  abstain  from  alcohol,  for  "the  human  body, 
under  the  influence  of  liquor  is  like  an  unstrung,  and  broken  instrument."  Warnings 
concerning  alcohol  were  continually  being  issued. 

The  year  1936  witnessed  the  Yadkin  Association  going  "on  record  as  protesting 
the  recent  action  of  the  trustees  of  Wake  Forest  College  in  legalizing  dancing  on  the 
College  campus,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  Biblical  Recorder  for  publication." 

In  1945  they  stated  that  it  was  their  "conviction  that  the  corrupt  literature  being 
absorbed  by  millions  of  people  is  largely  responsible  for  their  conduct."  Christians 
were  encouraged  to  read  wholesome,  Christ-honoring  literature. 

There  are  those  who  might  consider  such  resolutions  and  urgings  legalistic  and 
narrow.  However,  the  Association  viewed  them  as  obeying  the  Scriptural 
admonition,  "Ye  have  been  called  unto  liberty,  only  use  not  liberty  for  an  occasion 
to  the  flesh,  but  by  love  serve  one  another. "  (Galations  5: 1 3) 

"Keeping  always  before  us  that  the  chief  aim  of  all  our  ministry  and  living  is 
soul  winning,"  as  stated  in  the  1933  minutes,  Galatians  5:13  is  still  a  good  guideline 
for  Christians  to  live  by. 
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Depression,  Debt,  and  Determination 

While  at  times  the  association  sensed  there  was  a  shortage  of  Christian  living  in 
the  world,  the  1930's  did  experience  a, shortage  of  financial  resources..  The  South 
had  been  in  somewhat  of  a  depression  since  1921,  but  when  the  stock  market 
crashed  on  October  29,  1929,  it  brought  with  it  the  worst  depression  in  history. 
People's  lives  were  effected  all  across  the  nation.  Times  became  hard  and  difficult, 
as  people  lost  their  jobs  or  either  found  their  income  drastically  reduced,  and  many 
lost  all  they  had. 

Southern  Baptists  were  not  exempt  from  the  effects  of  the  Great  Depression. 
Debts  had  long  been  accumulating,  and  with  the  failure  of  reaching  the  75  million 
dollar  campaign  goal,  and  now  the  Great  Depression,  deep  debt  threatened  to 
strangle  the  Convention's  very  life. 

Many  home  and  foreign  missionaries  had  to  be  brought  in  from  the  field  and 
many  programs  were  cut.  Discouragement  was  high,  and  morale  was  low.  But 
Baptists  are  a  people  whose  faith  rises  to  the  top  in  the  face  of  adversity. 

Though  Convention-wide  debts  totaled  over  six  million  dollars  and  state-wide 
debts  totaled  two  and  one-half  million  dollars,  Baptists  rallied  together  to  chip  away 
at  what  looked  like  an  insurmountable  mountain.  With  each  association,  each 
church,  and  each  individual  pitching  in  to  do  his  part,  the  mountain  could  be 
scaled,  and  it  eventually  was. 

It  was  not  until  1943  when  every  Convention-wide  agency  and  institution  was 
entirely  out  of  debt,  and  it  was  1944  before  the  State  Convention  would  burn  its  last 
notes.  Baptists  proved  once  again  what  faith,  determination,  and  co-laboring 
together  could  accomplish. 

The  Yadkin  Association  sought  to  do  its  part  in  helping  get  the  Convention  out 
of  debt  and  back  on  its  feet.  The  people  were  continually  kept  informed  of  the 
reduction  of  the  debt  to  help  them  see  that  their  gifts,  no  matter  how  small,  did 
make  a  difference. 

How  did  the  association  do  in  its  giving  during  these  difficult  years?  During  the 
worst  of  the  depression,  1929-1934,  their  total  giving  to  all  convention-wide  and 
statewide  mission,  education,  and  benevolence  endeavors  was  as  follows:  1929, 
$4,253.59;  1930,  $2,510.10;  1931,  $2,905.84;  1932,  $1,951.29;  1933,  $1,925.36;  1934, 
$2,072.99. 

Contributions  in  1935  reached  over  three  thousand  dollars,  $3,188.49.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  1930's  contributions  continued  to  hover  around  $3,000. 

By  1940  giving  had  gradually  increased  to  $3,530.55.  With  the  economy 
stimulated  by  the  military  spending  of  World  War  II,  in  1943,  the  year  the 
convention  declared  it  was  "entirely  out  of  debt,"  the  association  gave  to  all 
Convention-wide  causes,  $6,509.85. 

Economically  things  had  started  to  improve.  In  1930  each  Yadkin  Baptist  gave 
54<t  to  all  objects  of  the  Convention.  Minutes  reveal  that  by  1943  that  figure  had 
almost  doubled,  as  "each  Baptist  in  the  Yadkin  Association  gave  about  one  dollar 
to  all  objects  of  our  Convention." 
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With  the  Yadkin  Association  doing  its  part,  along  with  other  associations 
throughout  the  South,  Baptists  were  able  to  say  to  their  mountain  of  debt,  "Be  thou 
removed  and  cast  into  the  sea."  Baptists  proved  once  again  ministers  and 
laypersons  alike  are  co-laborers  together  with  God. 


Some  Ministers  Who  Served 


It  is  impossible  to  list  all  the  ministers  who  co-labored  and  were  instrumental 
and  influential  during  this  twenty-five  period.  There  were  several  ministers  who 
were  continually  active  and  made  significant  contributions  to  the  association  by 
their  life  and  labor. 

Some  of  these  men  were:  J.G.  Allgood  (1895-1970),  William  T.  Crissman  (1874- 
1945),  Romie  E.  Adams  (1896-1984),  Ellis  C.  Norman  (1882-1950),  George  E.  Burrus 
(1871-1963),  B.K.  Mason  (1868-1951,  RJ.  Pardue  (1895-1956),  D.C.  Clanton,  J.P. 
Davis  (1902-1985),  D.G.  Reece  (1882-1972),  G.D.  Renegar  (1894-1982),  and  W.V. 
Brown  (1874-1941). 

All  of  these  men,  along  with  many  others,  by  the  exercise  of  their  various  gifts 
and  talents  given  them  by  the  Lord,  contributred  to  helping  make  the  Yadkin 
Association  what  it  was  and  became  during  1925-49.  Arguably,  one  man  who  had 
few  equals,  and  who,  by  his  life  and  labors,  made  significant  contributions  and  had 
a  significant  influence  within  the  life  of  the  association,  was  Romie  Everett  Adams. 

Romie  E.  Adams  was  a  product  of  ___^       — — 

the  association,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  gifted  and  capable  men  it  has 
ever  produced.  He  was  born  in 
Yadkin  County  on  June  16,  1896.  He 
came  to  Christ  as  a  youth,  and  was 
baptized  into  the  fellowship  of 
Richmond  Hill  Baptist  Church,  where 
his  father  was  a  deacon. 

Sensing  God's  call  upon  his  life, 
he  was  licensed  to  preach  on  June 
10,  1916,  less  than  a  week  before  his 
twentieth  birthday.  While  preaching 
on  occasion,  he  wrestled  for  several 
years  with  the  decision  to  devote  his 
full  life  to  preaching.  At  the  urgings  of 
his  grandfather,  Rev.  E.J.  Adams,  who 
himself  had  labored  in  the  Yadkin 
Association  for  30  years,  Romie  sur- 
rendered his  all  to  the  Gospel  min- 
istry. On  July  18,  1921,  he  was 
ordained  by  Friendship  Baptist 
Church.  Rev.  Romie  E.  Adams 
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Possessing  a  limited  education,  he  became  a  man  who  was  largely  self-taught. 
Through  dilligent  study  of  the  Bible  he  became  one  of  the  most  knowledgeable 
Bible  students  and  preachers  in  the  area.  He  was  much  in  demand  as  a  revival 
speaker,  and  through  the  years  preached  revivals  in  every  church  in  the  association. 

During  his  active  ministry,  1921-1964,  he  pastored  at  one  time  or  another,  ten 
churches  in  the  Yadkin  Association,  and  was  interim  pastor  of  several  more.  In 
addition  to  pastoring  in  Yadkin  County,  he  also  served  churches  in  Surry,  Stokes, 
Rockingham,  and  Forsyth  Counties. 

His  name  can  be  frequently  found  on  the  pages  of  the  Associational  minutes. 
He  served  as  Moderator  in  1932,  served  as  Chairman  of  almost  every  committee, 
was  a  regular  featured  speaker  at  the  annual  Sunday  School  Conventions,  was  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  was  often 
appointed  as  a  messenger  to  other  associatioanl  and  state  meetings.  He  served  on 
several  Convention  boards  during  his  most  active  years. 

Also,  he  was  chosen  to  preach  three  annual  sermons,  1926,  1931,  and  1938.  His 
fellow  ministers  respected  him  as  a  Christian  for  his  character,  as  a  preacher  for  his 
ability,  and  as  a  leader  for  his  counsel  and  wisdom. 

Becoming  pastor  of  Mineral  Springs  Baptist,  Forsyth  County,  in  1942  (serving 
there  for  22  years),  he  increasingly  became  more  involved  in  the  Pilot  Mountain 
Association.  However,  Yadkin  minutes  disclose  his  continued  influence  at  annual 
meetings  well  into  the  late  1970's  preaching,  giving  a  devotion,  or  giving  a  report. 

He  and  his  wife,  Lillie,  married  December  20,  1914,  had  one  son  and  two 
daughters.  A  devoted  father,  his  son,  William  Adams  (born  1917),  was  ordained  to 
the  ministry  in  1941.  Like  his  father  and  great-grandfather,  Rev.  W.T.  Adams  also 
pastored  several  churches  in  the  Yadkin  Association  and  was  active  in 
associational  work. 

(One  can  vividly  see  the  impact  and  influence  the  Yadkin  Association  has  had 
just  in  this  one  family,  spanning  four  generations,  and  how  they  in  return 
contributed  back  to  God's  Kingdom.  They  are  but  representative  of  the  many 
families  the  association  has  perpetually  touched.) 

Even  after  his  retirement  in  1964,  Romie  continued  to  preach  and  serve 
churches  in  an  interim  capacity.  During  his  day,  there  were  few  men  who 
conducted  more  revivals,  weddings,  or  funerals  than  he  did.  Active  on  the 
associational  level,  he  also  served  on  several  State  Convention  boards  and 
committees. 

His  fruitful  life  came  to  an  end  on  April  3,  1984,  when  at  age  87,  he  went  home 
to  be  with  the  One  he  had  proclaimed  for  over  60  years.  He  was  a  true  soldier  of  the 
cross,  carrying  it  gladly  and  faithfully  until  the  end  of  his  life.  The  Yadkin 
Association  can  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  Rev.  R.E.  Adams  was  one  of  her  "sons," 
and  can  be  most  grateful  they  were  privileged  to  be  enriched  by  his  life  and  labors. 

Though  Romie  was  not  sure  he  had  much  to  offer  the  Lord,  he  learned  that  little 
is  much  when  God  is  in  it.  That  is  a  truth  every  individual  can  discover  to  be  true, 
when  they  fully  surrender  to  He  who  was  able  to  feed  a  multitude  with  the  lunch  of 
one  boy! 
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Second  In  The  State 

Speaking  of  Jesus  feeding  the  multitude,  from  the  mid  1930's  until  after  the  war, 
the  Yadkin  Association  found  itself  being  the  hands  of  Jesus  to  help  feed  those  who 
were  less  fortunate  than  they.  Though  money  was  scarce  in  Yadkin  County  during 
the  1930's  and  early  1940's,  it  was  "one  of  the  most  progressive  agricultural 
counties  in  the  state."  As  a  result,  availability  of  canned  goods  and  other  produce 
was  a  way  the  association  could  help  the  Baptist  Orphanage. 

Because  of  the  depression,  the  orphanage  began  to  cry  for  help  "due  to  the 
widespread  financial  panic  over  the  country."  Since  they  were  "not  financed 
through  any  of  the  Cooperative  Program  funds,"  the  Yadkin  Association,  as  well  as 
other  associations,  heard  their  cry  and  was  quick  to  respond  with  help. 

In  1934,  the  association  made  a  motion,  which  was  carried,  "to  collect  farm 
produce  as  a  supplement  to  our  cash  offering."  They  had  the  "opportunity  to 
support  the  Baptist  orphanage  in  three  different  ways,  namely  monthly  contributions 
each  first  Sunday  of  every  month,  canning  fruit  during  the  summer  months,  and  the 
Thanksgiving  offering  of  chickens  and  cash  in  November."  Thus,  with  such 
opportunities  available,  any  church  could,  through  one  or  all  of  these  channels, 
help  in  this  great  work. 

While  financial  contributions  were  always  given  by  the  association,  the  1947 
minutes  disclose  that  for  several  years  "the  Yadkin  Association  was  second  in  the 
State  in  the  amount  of  canned  goods  and  other  produce  contributed"  to  the 
orphanage.  The  1938  minutes  reveal  local  stores  even  contributed,  by  helping 
supply  churches  with  "fruit  jar  cans."  From  the  minutes  we  learn  that  some 
churches  filled  "twenty-five  dozen  or  more." 

The  1940  minutes  state  that  the  associational  churches  made  "contributions  in 
canned  fruit  and  produce  in  the  fall  of  1939  amounting  to  $507.43.  Churches  to  be 
congratulated  are  Boonville,  for  making  the  largest  contribution  of  chickens, 
Forbush  for  canned  goods,  and  South  Oak  Ridge  for  produce." 

In  1940  the  churches  gave  $1,259.26  in  cash  and  produce.  One  finds  in  1941 
"money  and  produce  sent  in  amounted  to  $1,324.29."  In  1942,  the  churches  gave 
"$1,686.67  to  the  orphanage,  with  $579.51  being  in  produce."  In  1943  "in  cash  and 
produce,  $2,329.89  was  given."  Usually,  about  one-third  to  one-half  of  the  amount 
the  association  was  credited  with  was  in  produce. 

The  churches  were  willing  to  give,  for  the  1941  minutes  reveal  there  were  "five 
children  in  the  orphanage,  and  four  in  a  Mother's  Aid  family  from  this  association." 
Minutes  state  they  were  still  under  the  orphanage's  care  in  1944.  As  Mrs.  Paul  P. 
Davis  stated  in  1944,  "As  Christians,  let  us  make  an  effort  to  provide  for  our  own." 

In  looking  after  their  own,  the  association  sought  to  do.  They  discovered  that  in 
ministering  to  "the  least  of  His  little  ones,  we  find  our  greatest  happiness." 

To  not  pause  and  acknowledge  the  influence  of  Mrs.  Paul  Price  (Elma  Leigh 
Farabow)  Davis  had  on  the  association's  contributions  to  the  Baptist  orphanage 
during  this  period  would  be  inexcusable.  Her  greatest  happiness  was  truly  found  in 
ministering  to  others. 
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Mrs.  Paul  Price  Davis 


She  was  born  in  Granville  County 
on  May  6,  1897.  While  reared  in  a 
Christian  home,  she  suffered  the  loss 
of  both  her  parents  by  age  twelve. 
With  her  aging  grandparents  unable 
to  care  for  her  she  was  taken  to  Mills 
Home,  the  Baptist  orphanage  in 
Thomasville.  Her  stay  there  created  in 
her  spirit  a  sensitivity  that  resulted  in 
her,  throughout  her  life,  continually 
promoting  this  worthy  work. 

Because  of  her  mature  character 
and  ability  to  assume  responsibility, 
during  her  last  year  at  Mills  Home 
she  was  put  in  charge  of  a  cottage  of 
young  children.  As  a  senior  in  high 
school  she  attended  Mars  Hill  Junior 
College.  The  following  year  she  taught 
school  in  Oxford,  which  allowed  her 
to  earn  enough  money  to  attend 
Greensboro  Woman's  College. 

While  in  college  she  became 
active  in  the  Baptist  Young  People's 

Union.  Later  attending  the  University  of  Texas,  from  which  she  graduated,  she  was 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Austin,  Texas. 

After  her  graduation  she  moved  to  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  began  working 
as  the  Baptist  State  Secretary  for  the  Baptist  Young  People's  Union.  During  this  time 
she  met  Paul  Price  Davis  of  Yadkin  County.  Marrying  in  1925,  they  made  their  home 
in  the  Forbush  Township.  Becoming  active  in  Forbush  Baptist  Church,  her  husband 
served  as'  a  deacon  and  for  a  number  of  years  she  taught  Sunday  School  classes 
and  was  music  and  choir  director. 

She  and  her  husband  soon  became  actively  involved  in  associational  work.  First 
mentioned  in  the  1926  minutes,  for  almost  50  years  Mrs.  Davis  gave  sacrificially  of 
herself  to  see  the  work  of  Christ  advance. 

Through  the  years  she  consistently  served  as  a  Messenger  for  Forbush  Baptist  to 
associational  meetings;  served  as  associational  director  of  Vacation  Bible  School; 
served  as  associational  director  of  BYPU;  served  for  sixteen  years  as  associational 
mission  study  leader  in  the  WMU;  and  served  on  numerous  other  associational 
committees.  In  addition,  she  served  four-year  terms  on  the  following  Baptist  State 
Boards  of  Trustees:  Mills  Home,  Baptist  Hospital,  General  State  Board,  Mars  Hill 
College,  and  three  terms  on  North  Carolina  Homes  for  the  Aging. 

Having  lived  at  the  Baptist  orphanage  she  knew  first  hand  of  its  value  and 
importance  to  those  in  need  of  its  services.  Her  constant  encouraging  the  churches 
to  support  this  worthy  work  was  largely  the  reason  for  the  Yadkin  Association's 
consistently  high  contributions  during  this  period  and  for  the  association  being 
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"second  in  the  state  [for  many  years]  in  the  amount  of  canned  goods  and  other 
produce  contributed." 

Her  Christian  faith  flowed  also  into  many  civic,  school,  and  state  organizations. 
She  had  a  consuming  desire  to  help  people  of  all  ages,  especially  young  people. 
During  her  life  she  contributed  liberally  to  many  Baptist  causes  and  institutions. 
After  her  husband's  death  in  1952,  she  contributed  generously  to  help  in  the 
building  fund  of  the  Yadkin  County  Public  Library  in  his  memory.  Her  financial 
contributions  were  but  a  picture  of  her  life,  which  was  continually  making 
contributions  and  investments  in  the  lives  of  others. 

She  is  last  mentioned  as  active  in  the  association  in  1973  at  age  76  as  a 
representative  for  Homes  for  the  Aging.  Though  her  active  and  influential  life  came 
to  an  end  on  July  15,  1978  at  age  81,  many  will  benefit  from  her  labors  for  years  to 
come. 


Vacation  Bible  School 

In  seeking  to  minister  to  and  reach  the  "least  of  His  little  ones"  within  the 
bounds  of  the  association,  the  depression  years  saw  the  beginning  of  Vacation 
Bible  Schools.  Only  its  beginnings  will  be  mentioned  here,  as  a  separate  section  on 
Bible  School  appears  later. 

The  origin  of  Vacation  Bible  School  can  be  traced  back  to  shortly  before  the 
turn  of  the  twentieth  century,  and  was  used  as  a  way  to  reach  immigrant  children 
who  were  playing  in  the  streets  of  East  Side,  New  York. 

Active  promotion  of  VBS  work  by  Southern  Baptists  began  in  September  of  1924. 
Its  first  ten  years  found  slow  going.  It  found  slow  going  in  the  association,  also. 

The  first  associational  church  to  report  having  a  Vacation  Bible  School  was 
Richmond  Hill  in  1931.  They  list  181  enrolled,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of 
78.  In  1932,  two  churches  report  having  VBS:  Boonville,  with  104  enrolled,  average 
attendance  87;  and  Huntsville,  with  98  enrolled,  average  for  the  week  was  40. 

Minutes  from  1933  show  three  had  VBS:  Boonville,  Jonesville,  and  North  Oak 
Ridge.  The  total  enrollment  of  the  three  schools  was  263.  In  three  years  five  different 
churches  had  held  them.  Through  the  remainder  of  the  1930's,  of  the  two  and  three 
churches  who  annually  had  VBS,  only  Boonville  consistently  conducted  one. 

Throughout  the  war  years,  1941-1945,  the  number  of  churches  conducting  VBS 
remained  small,  between  two  and  five  churches.  After  the  war,  interest  in  them 
began  to  spread,  as  their  value  and  influence  in  the  lives  of  children  became  more 
apparent. 

In  1947  fourteen  churches  reported  conducting  one;  in  1948  sixteen  churches 
had  them;  and  in  1949  sixteen  again.  In  1948  enrollment  was  857  and  in  1949 
enrollment  for  the  same  number  of  churches  conducting  a  VBS  had  increased  to 
1,221,  with  an  average  attendance  of  1,026. 

Progress  was  being  made. 
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Sunday  School 

As  Vacation  Bible  Schools  were  slow  to  establish  themselves,  so  it  once  was 
with  Sunday  Schools.  However,  Sunday  School  by  1925  had  for  sometime  been 
firmly  established  as  an  integral  part  of  the  churches. 

During  this  twenty-five  year  period,  Sunday  School  enrollment  remained  steady, 
stable,  and  gradually  increased  from  3,259  in  1925  to  5,018  in  1949.  That  was  a  gain 
of  1,759. 

By  1929,  of  the  28  churches,  only  two  did  not  have  "Evergreen  Sunday  Schools" 
(twelve  month  schools).  The  1934  minutes  indicate  that  all  of  the  churches  were 
now  meeting  year  around.  This  was  good  news,  for  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School 
was  "to  work  for  the  salvation  of  boys  and  girls  and  men  and  women." 

And  people  were  being  reached  through  the  Sunday  School.  The  1938  minutes 
reveal  that  "most  of  the  additions  to  our  churches  by  baptism  come  directly  through 
Sunday  School."  As  examples,  of  233  reported  baptisms  in  1938,  117  of  them  were 
through  the  Sunday  School;  in  1941  of  the  210  baptisms  reported,  1 15  were  through 
Sunday  School;  and  in  1944  of  the  193  reported  baptisms,  90  were  by  way  of  the 
Sunday  Schools. 

The  Sunday  School  was  definitely  doing  a  good  work.  Their  progressive  growth 
of  enrollment  during  this  period  was  as  follows: 

1925-3,259  1941-3,798 

1929-3,146  1942-3,843 

1931-3,362  1947-4,434 

1935-3,671  1948-4,786 

1940-3,623  1949-5,018 

While  there  was  a  1,759  increase  in  enrollment,  still  "only  about  three  out  of  five 
church  members"  attended  Sunday  School.  Through  the  annual  Associational 
Sunday  School  Convention  held  each  Spring,  continued  efforts  were  made  to  better 
promote  and  improve  Sunday  School  attendance  and  growth. 

The  Convention  program,  which  centered  around  the  various  areas  and  phases 
of  Sunday  School  work,  was  usually  well  attended  during  this  period  and  created 
much  enthusiasm  among  those  who  attended.  The  Sunday  School  Convention, 
which  would  discontinue  its  annual  meetings  after  1951,  was  one  of  the  reasons  for 
the  growth  that  was  experienced  during  the  years  1925-1949. 

Deserving  special  mention  for  his  labors  in  the  Sunday  School  Convention 
meetings  is  Rev.  W.V.  Brown.  Convention  minutes  disclose  that  he  served  in  every 
imaginable  capacity  through  the  years.  He  could  be  found  preaching,  teaching, 
singing,  leading  the  singing,  giving  a  devotion,  presenting  awards,  reading  Scripture, 
program  director,  giving  reports,  and  praying.  For  thirty-seven  years  his  name  is  the 
most  frequently  mentioned  of  any  other  individual  associated  with  the  Sunday 
School  Convention. 

William  Vincent  Brown,  better  known  as  "Billy,"  was  a  man  who  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  born  in  Yadkin  County  on  March  20, 
1874.  Coming  to  Christ  in  his  youth  years,  he  was  baptized  into  the  fellowship  of 
Swan  Creek  Baptist  Church. 
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Yadkin  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Convention 

ntittiiiiiiMniittitiiiii«n»i»iMMMnnnniniiHMM»nMiniiuiimnniiiiiiiiniiiiiii»tm 

Richmond  Hill  Baptist  Church 
May  28,  29  and  30,  1926 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniii 

FRIDAY,  MAY  28 

n:oo  A    M.,  Devotional  -  -  -  Rev.  Marvin  Lindley 

12:00  Noon  ........      Dinner 

1:30  P.  M.,  Devotional  ....        Rev.  W.  V.  Brown 

2:00  P.  M.,  -  -  -  -  -  Organization 

2:45  P.  M.,  Query:     To   what  extent  can  our  Sunday  School  Co-Oper- 

ate  with  the  Sunday  School  Board  -    Rev.  T.  S.  Crutchfield 

7:30  P.  M.,  Preaching  ....         Rev.  E.  W.  Turner 

SATURDAY,  MAY,  29 

9:30  A.  M  ,  Devotional  ....       Rev.  J.  G.  Algood 

10:00  A.  M.,  Query:     Is    the  organized  class    in    our   Sunday   Schools 
worth  while?         ....  Rev.  T.    A.    Caudle 

10:45  A.  M.,  Query:    What  should  be"  the    religious   attitudes   in   our 
Sunday  Schools  towards  the  world?  -         Rev    R.  E.  Adams 

11:25  A.  M.,  Do  our  Sunday  schools  measure  up   with    the   opportuni 
ties  of  today?  ....  Rev.  R.  P.  Corum 

12:00  Noon  ........     Dinner 

1  =30  P.  M  ,  Devotional  ....  Rev.  D.  G.  Reece 

2:00  P.  M.,  Is  our  present  organization  in  the  Sunday  Schools  in  keep- 
ing with  the  times?         •  -  -      Rev.  Marvin  A.  Lindlev 
3:00  P.  M.,    How  can  we  keep  our   Sunday   Schools   properly   grad- 
ed.         -          -          -                     -  -        kev.  J.  G.  Murray 

7:30  P.  M.,  Exercises  by  Richmond  Hill  Sunday  School. 

SUNDAY    MAY  30. 

10:00  A.  M.,  Devotional           -  Rev.  T.  A.  Caudle 
10:30  A.  M.,  Query.     What  are  some  of  the   duties   of   the  Superint- 
endent?            Rev.  E.  W.  Turner 

11:00  A.  M.,  -  -  --  -  -  -  Sermon 

REV.  R.  E.  ADAMS. 
REV.  T  A.  CAUDLE. 
BRO.  J.  W.BRANNON, 

COMMITTEE. 

Sunday  School  Convention  Flier 


148 


Taken  In  1936,  Rev.  William  V.  Brown 

and  his  wife,  Annie  Mae. 


Married  three  times,  he  wedded 
first  Ida  Cook  in  1893  at  age  19. 
Before  her  death  in  1895,  one  child 
was  born  to  them.  In  1899  he  married 
Sarah  Ann  Allred.  Seven  children 
resulted  from  this  union  that  was 
interrupted  by  death  in  1928.  On 
January  13,  1934,  as  he  neared  his 
sixtieth  birthday,  he  married  Annie 
Mae  Allen.  They  had  no  children. 
After  his  last  marriage,  he  and  his 
wife  moved  to  the  Richmond  Hill 
Community  near  East  Bend.  Up  until 
then  he  had  lived  near  Cycle  in  upper 
Yadkin  County. 

As  early  as  1895,  at  age  21,  he  can 
be  found  active  in  the  Brier  Creek 
I  Association,  of  which  Swan   Creek 
i  was  a  member.  In  1904,  at  age  30,  he 
i  was  ordained  by  Oak  Grove  Baptist, 
then  in  the  Yadkin  Association,  be- 
coming  their   pastor.    For   the   next 
thirty-seven  years  he  became  influen- 
tial, respected,  and  a  prominent  figure  in  the  association  and  surrounding  counties. 

Pastoring  nine  associational  churches,  he  preached  all  over  Wilkes,  Iredell,  and 
Davie  Counties.  In  1907  he  helped  organize  Mountain  View  .Baptist,  which  he 
pastored  for  25  years.  Also  a  noted  singer,  he  held  singing  schools  throughout 
Yadkin  and  surrounding  counties.  For  two  decades  he  held  annual  sings  in  Iredell 
and  Davie  Counties. 

In  addition  to  proclaiming  the  Gospel  from  the  pulpit  and  in  song,  for  many 
i  years  he  had  a  newspaper  column  under  the  name,  "Farming  Preacher."  Also  a 
i  carpenter,  he  used  his  talents  to  the  fullest  to  construct  eternal  change  in  the  lives 
of  others.  His  influence  was  felt  far  and  wide. 

In  the  association  he  served  at  one  time  or  another  on  every  committee.  He 
served  as  Clerk  for  six  years,  1910,  1914-1917,  and  1926.  As  Moderator  he  served  five 
years,  1927-1931.  Active  in  every  phase  of  associational  work,  he  had  a  desire  to 
advance  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

His  active  life  suddenly  came  to  an  end  on  September  28,  1941,  as  the  result  of  a 
stroke.  He  was  67.  Leaving  behind  eight  children  and  a  wife,  "hundreds  of  friends 
and  admirers"  attended  his  funeral.  Though  gone,  his  influence  lived  on  in  the  lives 
of  those  he  touched. 

How  fortunate  was  the  Yadkin  Association  to  have  had  a  man  the  caliber  of  W.V. 
Brown  cross  her  path  to  help  promote  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  Baptist  faith.  It 
was  because  of  men  like  him  that  Sunday  School,  and  many  other  associational 
endeavors,  met  with  good  success. 
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Equalling  The  Influence  of  Two 

When  speaking  of  men  of  extraordinary  caliber,  one  can  not  do  so  without 
making  mention  of  Richard  Allan  Jessup.  A  man  who  was  filled  with  a  zest  for  life 
and  a  love  for  Christ  and  people,  he  served  as  Associational  Clerk  from  1939-53. 

Jessup  was  born  in  Stokes  County  on  June  3,  1908.  Endowed  by  the  Lord  with 
many  talents  and  gifts,  he  became  a  man  through  whom  the  life  giving  waters  of 
faith  flowed  freely. 

He  graduated  Cum  Laude  from 
Appalachian  State  Teachers  College 
in  1937  with  majors  in  science,  math, 
elementary  education,  and  physical 
education.  While  in  college  he  met 
Vera  Coram,  who  was  a  native  of 
Boonville.  They  were  married  on  June 
3,  1936.  Making  their  home  in 
Boonville,  their  church  home  was 
Boonville  Baptist.  Both  entered  the 
teaching  profession. 

Allan  taught  school  and  coached 
at  Fall  Creek  and  Yadkinville  until  his 
death,  except  from  1946-1949  when 
he  operated  Jessup  Furniture  Com- 
pany (now  Boonville  Home  Furnish- 
ings). In  addition  to  his  teaching  he 
sold  insurance  for  a  number  of  years. 
His  life  touched  and  inspired  people 
of  all  ages. 

At  age  34  he  was  elected  a 
deacon  at  Boonville  Baptist,  serving 
faithfully.  His  activities  in  the  church 

included:  teaching  Sunday  School,  working  in  Training  Union,  a  R.A.  leader,  singing 
in  the  choir,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood. 

An  energetic  man,  his  Christian  witness  reached  into  many  community 
activities.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Yadkinville  Civitan  Club  and  a  charter  member 
of  the  Boonville  Lions  Club.  For  several  years  he  officiated  at  many  high  school 
basketball  games  in  Yadkin,  Stokes,  and  Surry  counties.  He  also  wrote  sports  and 
feature  articles  for  the  "Yadkin  Ripple,"  "Elkin  Tribute,"  "Greensboro  Daily  News," 
"Winston-Salem  Journal,"  "N.C.  State  Magazine,"  and  "Renfro  Herald." 

Active  in  the  Yadkin  Association,  he  served  on  numerous  associational 
committees  and  was  elected  clerk  in  1939.  He  would  serve  in  that  position  for 
fifteen  years,  from  1939-53.  His  delightful  personality,  enthusiasm  for  life,  and 
Christian  character  always  enlivened  associational  meetings.  A  man  who  was  able 
to  brighten  the  life  of  those  he  came  in  contact  with,  it  is  no  surprise  others  enjoyed 
being  in  his  presence. 
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Richard  Allan  Jessup 


In  April,  1948,  he  learned  he  had  leukemia.  Not  one  to  give  up  without  a  fight,  he 
didn't  succumb  to  its  effects  until  February  6,  1955.  Losing  the  battle  of  life,  he  won 
the  victory  of  eternal  life.  Though  only  46  years  of  age,  the  quality  and  influence  of 
his  life  probably  equaled  that  of  two  men. 

His  loss  was  widely  felt.  Those  whose  lives  had  been  enriched  by  him  were 
most  thankful  for  the  privilege  of  having  known  such  an  extraordinary  man.  The 
Yadkin  Association  counted  itself  among  those  privileged  to  have  benefited  from 
the  impact  of  his  Christian  influence  which  flowed  so  freely. 

With  capable  laymen  like  Jessup  at  the  helm,  the  association  neared  the  shores 
of  its  150th  year  with  the  hope  and  anticipation  of  the  unfolding  of  even  brighter 
tomorrows. 


150th  Anniversary 

As  the  association  gathered  at  Shady  Grove,  July  11-12,  1940,  for  the 
sesquicentennial  annual  session,  they  found  themselves  between  the  twilight  of  the 
depression  and  the  dawning  darkness  of  World  War  II.  The  two  day  meeting  opened 
wtih  Rev.  W.V.  Brown  leading  the  congregation  in  the  singing  of  "Hallelujah."  After 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  service  to  Christ,  there  was  much  for  which  to  give 
praise. 

Rev.  Richard  L.  West,  pastor  of  Courtney,  brought  the  Annual  sermon  from  John 
7:46:  'Wo  man  ever  spoke  like  this  Man."  It  was  because  of  hearing  the  voice  of 
"this  Man"  that  men  and  women  had  labored  so  faithfully  within  the  association  for 
150  years. 

There  had  been  a  lot  of  changes  since  1790;  from  candle  light  to  the  electric 
light,  from  horseback  to  horse  power,  from  dirt  roads  to  paved  roads,  and  from 
tell-a-friend  to  telephone.  However,  one  thing  had  not  changed — the  message  the 
association  proclaimed.  It  was  Christ  in  1790,  and  it  was  still  "this  Man"  in  1940. 

To  help  in  the  celebration  of  this  historic  occasion,  were  several  workers  from 
the  Baptist  State  Convention,  representatives  from  several  Baptist  institutions,  and 
pastors  and  laypeople  from  other  associations.  It  was  a  meeting  filled  with 
reminiscing,  enthusiasm,  plenty  of  preaching,  and  exhortations  for  the  future. 

In  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  there  had  been  many  victories,  as  well  as  some 
defeats.  Much  had  been  accomplished,  but  there  was  still  much  to  be  done. 

The  Session  ended  on  Friday  afternoon,  July  12,  with  Dr.  Hoyt  T.  Blackwell, 
president  of  Mars  Hill  College,  preaching  on,  "Walking  in  the  Way  of  Our  Fathers." 
That  is  a  challenge  that  presents  itself  again  at  each  annual  gathering. 

The  thirty  churches  represented  at  the  150  Annual  Session,  with  a  total 
membership  of  5,764,  are  listed  from  the  Church  Membership  Table  (1)  from  the 
1940  minutes. 
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TABLE  I.  CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP.  ETC.  YADKIN  ASSOCIATION  YEAH  ENDING  JULY  11.  IMA. 


CIHIKCilhS 


TASTORS 


. 


« 


is 


Arlington  . .. 
Bear  Creek   . 

Bethel   

Buonvilie 

Charily   

Cross  Roads. 
Deep  Creek  . 
East   Bend    . . 

Enon    

Flat  Rock   ... 

Forbush    

Friendship  __ 
Iluntsvillc  .. 
Island  Ford  . 
Jonesville  ._ 
ML  Bethel... 

Ml.  Vit.w 

New   Hone 
OekrioVe  (North) 
Oikrirlne   (South) 
Richmond  Hill 
RiTk   Snrinfl.. 
S^ndv  Soring. 
Shady  Grove. 
c«'a:ms    . ... 
Turners  Creek 
Union    Grove.. 
West  Bond   ... 
vadkinville  .. 
Yadkin  Valley 


..    I 


1936|    T.  S.  Draughn,  Crutchfield,  N.  C... 

1792    J.  H.  Groce,  Cana 

19161  W.  T.  Crissman,   Siloam 

18961  R.  E.  Conuell,  Boonville 

19001  E.  G.  Jordan.  Flkin 

1832    R.  L.  V'esL  YadkinvUle 

1B«4!  J    G    ykiigood,  Yadkinville 

18471  T.   S.  Draughn,  Crutchfield 

1P58I  W.   D.  Turner,  Winston-Salem 

17041  Grady  White,  States ville,  N.  C 

1882'  B   K.  Mason.  Winston-Salem ... 

|  W.  T.  Crissman.  Siloam 

1883'  G.  E    Burrus,  Rockford 

18111  R.  J.  Pardue,  Jonesville 

i°02l  R.  E.  Council.  Boonville 

1937   J.  J.  Conrad,  Pfafftown 

1»07|  J.   L.   Powers,   Elkin 

1902    David  W.  Day,  Elkin.. 

19041  Clete  Simmons,  Jonesville . 

1BMI  M.  F.  Heavis,  Yadkinville 

1887i  E.  C.  Norman,  East  Bend '. 

183"!  G.  D.  Renegar.  Yadkinville 

)«40|  G.  D.  Reneger,  Yadkinville 

1H8*>|  Dewey  Armstrong,  Winston-Salem. 

1<H)5'  Clete  Simmons,  Jonesville 

19211  J.  H.  Groce,  Cana 

"»*«'  E.  C.  Norman.  Ea<rt  Bend 

1876!  J   G.  Allgood,  YadkinvUle 

18581  Richard  L.  West,  Yadkinville, .. 

IWH'  F   G.  Jordan.  Elkin... 


107 
98 
134 

1  3  321 

2  4'302l„ 
1  31259    1 

4l334lll 

3'lOfll  3 

1241319115 


2  41280 
2      289 

4124 
2    I  75 

'1114 


4 
1 

1 

41.. 

31.. 

II- 

1  .. 

3!.. 


2  4I279L.I  31 

1  31  351141  21 

411881  21.. I 

41  971  It  61 

1  3''53l  81  61  4 

1  312261  5L  J.. 
41194    61  21 
3I12S)  4l- 

2  12091  31  1 

1  I1ML.L. 

2  41372  15    9 
2     Il4tl„l_ 

312181191  41- 
31  39'  21  II. 

2  411181101  51. 

9.     Il»|  51  II. 


41- 
2.. 

6- 
3l.. 

A" 

21. 
21- 
31  2 


Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

Yes 

Yes 


1 1851  No 


21101 


21-1- 


262 
227 
199 
128 

1210 
134 
385 
142 

31236 
I  21  40 

I  )|132 

L-I129 


No 
No 

Yes 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

Yes 


2j... 

II— 
11— 
2>  20 

it 

1  5 

2  — 
2l— 

Sh 

11— 
11  1 
11— 
31  6 
41  — 
II     1 

it 

II  12 


II    3 
II    2 

II... 
II  11— 
II  II— 
II  II— 
II  II— 
II  II— 
21     ll— • 


World  War  II 

As  the  150th  Annual  Session  came  to  a  close,  the  war  which  had  been  raging 
overseas  since  September  of  1939,  was  inching  closer  to  the  shores  of  the  United 
States.  The  association  was  all  too  familiar  with  war.  Born  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  they  had  already  passed  through  two  major  ones:  the  Civil  War 
and  World  War  I. 

Found  in  the  July,  1939,  minutes  are  these  prophetic  words,  "The  world  is  filled 
with  strife  and  cruelty,  and  the  nations  are  hostily  aiming  for  the  slaughter  of 
Armageddon."  While  Armageddon  did  not  occur,  with  the  bombing  of  Pearl  Harbor 
on  December  7,  1941,  the  United  States  entered  World  War  II.  The  association  found 
itself  passing  through  its  third  major  war. 

The  war  brought  terror  to  the  heart,  and  an  anxious  hope  to  the  soul.  There  were 
1,607  young  men  from  Yadkin  County  inducted  into  the  Armed  Forces  during  the 
war  years.  The  emotions  that  were  felt  were  best  summarized  in  a  statement  found 
in  the  1942  minutes: 

So  many  adjectives  have  been  used  in  efforts  to  describe  the  terror 
of  our  times.  We  shall  simply  say  that  we  are  passing  through  long 
and  darkened  days  and  that  we  look  forward  hopefully  to  the 
coming  of  the  "breath  of  brighter  tomorrows." 

It  would  not  be  until  near  the  end  of  1945  that  those  "bright  tomorrows"  would 
come.  Until  then,  the  association  had  to  be  about  the  business  of  praying  and 
helping  seize  the  opportunities  to  further  spread  the  Gospel. 
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1941 

Churches 

30 

Membership 

5,733 

Baptisms 

189 

Convention  Giving 

$3,990.41 

Red  Cross  & 

Foreign  Relief 

$235.00 

1943 

1944 

1945 

31 

31 

31 

6,168 

6,315 

6,445 

237 

193 

228 

6,509.85 

7,692.63 

11,814.32 

Pray  they  did.  Near  the  close  of  the  1944  Annual  Session,  the  Moderator,  J.T. 
Reece,  "called  for  a  prayer  for  our  boys  in  service,  for  the  cause  of  freedom,  the 
cause  for  which  they  fight."  The  prayer,  led  by  Rev.  E.W.  Turner,  was  representative 
of  the  many  prayers  that  had  already  been  and  would  be  prayed. 

Through  their  giving  and  laborers  at  home,  they  also  seized  opportunities  to 
make  known  the  Gospel  to  those  whose  hearts  had  been  made  receptive  by  the 
tragedy  of  war.  Though  in  "the  midst  of  a  global  conflict  such  as  the  world  has 
never  seen  .  .  .  the  Great  Commission  is  still  the  challenge  to  all  Christians." 

The  assoication  responded  in  its  giving  to  Convention  mission  causes,  as  their 
contributions  from  1941-45  always  exceeded  the  previous  year.  Contributions  were 
also  given  to  the  Red  Cross  and  Foreign  Relief.  Associational  wide,  souls  were 
being  reached.  During  the  war  years  the  churches  reported  1,056  baptisms.  The 
total  church  membership  increased  each  year. 

The  statistics  that  follow  give  some  indication  of  the  progress  of  the  churches 
from  1941-45. 

1942 

30 

6,007 

210 

5,015.61 

253.00  243.22  662.56  892.15 

While  the  "boys  from  our  churches  have  been  fighting  in  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific,"  the  association  was  attempting  to  battle  for  souls  by  their  prayers,  giving, 
and  personal  labor.  They  realized  that  "in  the  midst  of  insane  and  wasting  war,"  the 
one  and  only  hope  for  suffering  and  toiling  humanity  was  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  That  is  humanity's  only  hope,  whether  in  the  midst  of  war  or  not. 


The  First  One  Day  Session 

For  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  years,  the  associational  meetings  had  covered  two 
or  three  days,  sometimes  even  four  days.  However,  "when  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  convened  at  South  Oak  Ridge  Baptist  Church  on  July  1,  1943,  for  the 
annual  associational  meeting,  the  organization  was  setting  somewhat  of  a 
precedent ...  for  the  entire  153  years  of  the  Association's  existence  ...  it  was  a  one 
day  session." 

Length,  though,  does  not  always  determine  quality.  Although  it  was  a  one  day 
session,  minutes  record,  "It  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  long  history  of  the 
Association.  It  was  well  attended,  well  carried  out." 

One  day  meetings  were  also  held  in  1944,  1945,  and  1946.  In  1947  the  sessions 
went  back  to  two  days. 

Since  1878,  the  annual  meetings  had  been  held  in  either  August  or  July  (from 
1797-1877  they  had  been  held  in  either  October  or  September;  before  that,  mostly  in 
August),  but  in  1944  they  had  to  postpone  the  meeting  until  October. 
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Why? 

"The  date  was  postponed  from  the  one  originally  set  on  the  second  Friday  in 
July  because  of  the  statewide  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis  (polio)."  Until  that 
year,  "the  Yadkin  Association  had  been  the  first  to  meet  in  the  state  for  many  years." 

The  anxiety  associated  with  war  was  bad  enough,  but  with  the  threat  of  polio 
lurking  about,  it  multiplied  the  anxiety.  The  1944  meeting  served  as  time  for 
refortifying  one's  strength  and  faith. 

When  the  1944  "session  closed  with  the  singing  of  the  Doxology,"  those 
gathered  left  the  one  day  session  refreshed  and  encouraged.  While  times  might 
have  been  uncertain,  their  faith  was  in  the  One  who  was  certain  never  to  fail.  And 
whether  it  was  a  one  day  or  two  day  session,  those  gathered  were  always  glad  they 
had  come. 


Birth  of  The  Pastor's  Conference 

With  the  stressful  times  of  war,  with  the  care  of  the  churches  upon  them,  and 
with  the  load  of  carrying  at  times  the  burdens  of  others,  there  was  a  need  for 
ministers  to  continually  be  strengthened  that  they  might  in  return  strengthen  and  be 
effective  in  ministering  to  others.  Thus,  during  the  war  years,  the  Ministerial 
(Pastor's)  Conference  was  born. 

The  Pastor's  Conference  was  an  "organization  consisting  of  the  pastors  and 
other  ministers  of  the  Association."  They  met  at  "10  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
following  the  first  Sunday  in  each  month  at  the  Yadkinville  Baptist  Church." 

The  purpose  of  the  monthly  meeting  was  "to  promote  fellowship  and  good-will 
among  our  ministers  and  to  strive  to  make  us  more  useful  servants  of  our  Master." 
Though  at  this  writing  almost  half  a  century  has  passed  since  the  beginning  of 
these  monthly  meetings,  the  basic  purpose  of  the  Pastor's  Conference  remains  the 
same  today.  It  is  still  a  time  ministers  can  interact  with  one  another  in  sharing, 
caring,  praying,  and  imparting  information  and  new  ideas. 

From  the  1947  minutes  one  discovers  the  monthly  programs  consisted  of  "a 
devotional  period,  business  period,  open  forum  for  discussion  of  any  common 
problems  or  timely  subjects,  and  always  a  Bible  study  with  other  discussions  of 
general  interest."  This  format  is  similar  to  the  one  today's  meetings  follow. 

Born  out  of  the  turbulent  times  of  War  World  II,  the  Pastor's  Conference 
continues  to  help  in  ministering  to  and  being  of  benefit  to  the  associational  pastors. 


The  First  Associational  Directors 

With  the  war  over,  the  opportunities  that  lay  about  them,  and  with  contributions 
increasing,  the  association  began  serious  thought  into  securing  an  Associational 
Missionary/Director.  Such  an  idea  first  appears  in  the  1937  minutes,  when  it  was 
recommended: 
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that  this  Association  employ  the  services  of  a  full  time  Associa- 
tional  worker  whose  business  it  would  be  to  operate  with  the 
pastors  in  .  .  .  stimulating  greater  interest  in  missions  and  in 
carrying  out  a  program  of  evangelism. 

Because  of  the  economic  picture  at  that  time,  then  the  war,  those  plans  had  to 
be  put  on  hold.  It  would  be  1946  before  someone  would  fill  the  position. 

According  to  the  1946  minutes,  "the  idea  of  a  missionary  for  Yadkin  came  up  at 
a  pastor's  conference  in  the  fall  of  1945."  A  committee  consisting  of  representatives 
from  the  Sunday  School,  pastors,  WMU,  and  BTU,  were  appointed  to  earnestly 
pursue  the  matter.  Found  in  the  1946  minutes  is  the  following  account,  which  is 
given  in  part: 

The  committee  on  recommendation  appointed  by  the  Moderator 
and  confirmed  by  the  officers  of  the  Association  in  session  on  the 
3rd  day  of  March  1946,  wish  to  make  the  following  recommendation 
to  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association: 

1.  That  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  secure  an  associational 
missionary.  . . . 

2.  That  Miss  Kathleen  Vestal  be  secured. 

3.  That  the  salary  of  the  Associational  Missionary  be  $2,100  per 
year.  .  . . 

4.  That  each  pastor  in  the  Association  urge  each  of  his  churches 
to  contribute  liberally  to  this  most  worthy  cause. 

On  May  15,  1946,  Miss  Vestal  began  her  duties.  Her  salary  of  $2,100,  was  to 
"include  $750  paid  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  and  $300  by 
the  WMU  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  Thus  leaving  $1,050.00  to  be  paid  by  the 
churches  of  the  Association." 

Miss  Vestal  was  a  talented  24  year  old  native  of  Yadkin  County.  She  was  a  1943 
graduate  of  Appalachian  State  Teachers  College,  as  well  as  a  graduate  from  the 
WMU  Training  School  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  the  spring  of  1946.  (See  section 
containing  biographical  information  of  all  the  Associational  Directors.) 

Having  become  engaged  in  early  1946  to  Rev.  Bernard  LeSueur,  when  she 
accepted  the  position  the  association  knew  they  would  only  have  her  services  for 
one  year.  When  her  duties  ended  on  May  15,  1947,  she  had  served  one  year  to  the 
day.  She  was  married  two  weeks  later,  May  29. 

During  her  year  with  the  association,  she  remained  busy.  According  to  the  1947 
minutes,  she  visited  30  of  the  churches,  ten  Vacation  Bible  Schools  were 
conducted,  ten  Sunday  School  study  courses  were  taught,  seven  new  Training 
Unions  were  organized,  three  missions  study  classes  were  taught,  eleven  study 
courses  were  taught  in  the  churches,  two  WMU  groups  were  organized,  one  new 
circle  was  organized,  state  meetings  were  attended,  and  a  central  training  clinic 
was  held  in  Yadkinville. 

In  addition,  she  helped  plan  for  a  Sunday  School  enlargement  campaign,  and 
helped  seventeen  churches  make  plans  for  having  a  Vacation  Bible  School  for  the 
summer  of  1947.  Her  activities  carried  her  9,854  miles. 
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Though  the  association  was  saddened  to  see  her  go,  they  were  most  grateful  for 
her  labor  and  the  good  she  accomplished.  So  pleased  were  they  with  her  work,  a 
"vote  was  taken  by  the  churches  to  determine  whether  the  services  of  a  missionary 
should  be  continued."  They  voted  to  continue  the  work. 

Mrs.  Toye  E.  Grigg  was  soon  hired  to  fill  the  position  of  Associational 
Missionary.  She  would  serve  for  20  months,  from  October  1947  until  the  end  of  May, 
1949.  She  stated  her  desire  was  to  see  "the  Yadkin  Association  really  witness  for  the 
Lord  home  and  abroad." 

Mrs.  Grigg,  the  former  Mae  Chapman,  was  a  1946  graduate  of  Wake  Forest 
College,  receiving  a  degree  in  Religious  Education.  Working  with  the  State  Sunday 
School  Board  in  the  summer  of  1947,  she  was  among  several  workers  who  came  to 
the  Yadkin  Association  in  June  of  that  year  to  help  conduct  a  Sunday  School 
enlargement  campaign.  While  in  Yadkin  County,  she  was  interviewed  for  the  job. 
The  committee,  impressed  with  her  dedication  and  zeal,  offered  her  the  job.  She 
accepted  and  began  her  duties  in  October. 

Once  she  began  her  duties,  it  was  full  speed  ahead  for  the  22  year  old  dynamo 
of  energy.  From  October  1947-June  1948,  she  traveled  8,887  miles  in  an  effort  to 
strengthen  the  associational  work.  In  just  nine  months  she  visited  26  of  the  31 
churches,  helped  conduct  twelve  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  taught  four  Training 
Union  courses,  helped  organize  two  new  WMU  groups,  taught  ten  mission  study 
courses  in  churches,  attended  state  meetings,  and  held  a  Sunday  School  clinic. 

Found  in  the  1949  minutes  is  a  summary  of  the  work  she  did  during  her  last 
eleven  months  as  Associational  Missionary.  The  two  page  list  of  her  labors  reveals 
she  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  Christ,  as  her  labors  were  enough  to  occupy  the 
time  of  any  two  people.  She  did  a  most  commendable  job  during  her  20  months. 

When  her  work  came  to  an  end  in  May,  1949,  to  move  to  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
with  her  husband,  she  stated,  "From  day  to  day  1  breathe  a  prayer  that  you  will 
continue  your  associational  mission  program  and  go  forward  in  a  great  way  in  the 
work."  Her  prayers  were  answered,  as  the  work  would  continue  and  ever 
increasingly  "go  forward  in  a  great  way." 

Before  the  1950  annual  meeting  would  convene  at  Enon  in  July,  the  services  of 
another  Associational  Missionary  would  be  secured.  The  reader  will  have  to  wait 
until  the  section  dealing  with  1950-1974  to  see  who  it  was  that  was  employed! 


Seventeen  Years  As  Moderator 

When  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Session,  held  at  Cross  Roads, 
came  to  an  end  on  Friday,  July  8,  1949,  Moderator  J.T.  Reece  laid  down  the  gavel 
for  the  final  time.  He  had  served  in  that  position  for  seventeen  years,  1933-1949.  He 
and  John  G.  Burrus,  who  served  from  1887-1903,  tie  for  serving  as  Moderator  the 
longest. 

His  leadership  abilities,  wisdom,  and  humble  devotion  to  Christ  through  the 
depression  years,  then  the  war  and  its  aftermath,  proved  to  be  the  steady  and 
stabilizing  hand  the  association  needed.  For  the  character  of  his  life  and  the  service 
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he  rendered,  he  had  few  equals.  To 
not  pause  here  and  attempt  to  become 
acquainted  with  him  would  prove  to 
be  an  error  of  unthinkable  negligence. 

James  Thaddeus  Reece  was  born 
in  Yadkinville  on  February  28,  1889. 
The  place  of  his  birth  proved  to  be 
the  place  he  lived  all  his  life. 

He  received  his  education  at 
Yadkinville  Normal  School  and  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill,  receiving  an  A.B.  degree  in  1912. 
Upon  his  graduation  he  served  as 
principal  at  the ,  Yadkinville  school 
from  1912-13,  and  in  1914  taught 
school  at  East  Bend. 

In  1915  he  returned  to  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  where  he 
earned  a  law  degree  in  1916.  He  went 
on  to  serve  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Yadkin  County  Schools  from  July 
1917-April  1929  and  from  1931-1939. 
From  1929-31,  he  also  served  as 
ii principal  of  Lewisville  High  School. 

Active  in  the  community,  he  held  many  offices  in  civic  and  professional 
organizations.  Though  he  had  a  law  degree,  he  only  gave  his  full  attention  to  the 
practice  of  law  from  July,  1939,  until  his  death  on  June  1,  1961. 

Coming  to  Christ  in  his  early  years  he  was  a  member  of  Yadkinville  Baptist.  He 
served  as  a  deacon  and  for  34  years  served  as  a  Sunday  School  teacher. 

He  is  found  mentioned  in  associational  minutes  as  early  as  1917.  He  was  Clerk 
from  1929-32,  before  becoming  Moderator  in  1933.  Through  the  years  he  served  as 
chairman  of  almost  every  committee.  Even  after  laying  down  the  gavel  in  1949,  he 
continued  to  serve  on  associational  committees  and  boards.  His  wisdom  was 
invaluable. 

He  was  greatly  respected,  and  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  The 
linfluence  and  impact  of  his  life  was  widely  felt  all  over  the  county.  The  1949 
minutes,  the  last  year  he  served  as  Moderator,  were  dedicated  to  him.  It  was  a 
gesture  that  revealed  the  honor  and  love  they  had  for  him. 

On  June  1,  1961,  his  earthly  labors  came  to  an  end.  He  was  72.  Only  eternity  will 
3e  able  to  reveal  the  full  impact  of  his  life  and  the  fruit  of  his  labors. 

He  was  truly  God's  man  during  difficult  years  and  tough  decisions.  The 
issociation  profited  much  as  the  result  of  him  crossing  her  path. 


James  T.  Reece 
Moderator  for  17  years 
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Four  For  One 

In  concluding  our  look  at  the  second  twenty-five  years  of  the  twentieth  century, 
one  discovers  during  this  period  four  churches  joined  the  association.  One  church 
withdrew  to  join  another  association. 

The  four  churches  who  joined  were:  1937  -  Arlington,  Yadkin;  1939  -  New  Hope, 
Iredell  (They  had  become  inactive  in  the  1930s  and  were  readmitted.);  1940  -Mount 
Bethel,  Yadkin;  1943  -  Mount  Zion,  Yadkin. 

The  one  church  to  withdraw  was  Bean  Shoals,  Surry  County.  With  Yadkin  since 
1869,  they  joined  the  Surry  Association  in  1928. 

This  was  the  lowest  number  of  churches  to  join  the  association  in  any  of  the 
twenty-five  year  periods  dealt  with  thus  far.  With  surrounding  counties  now  having 
their  own  associations,  plus  with  numerous  Baptist  churches  scattered  throughout 
the  county,  not  as  many  new  churches  were  being  organized.  Thus,  the 
unavailability  of  churches  who  could  join  the  association. 

With  only  four  churches  received,  it  did  not  mean  the  association  was  not' 
growing.  Throughout  its  history,  the  Yadkin  Association  has  never  been  very  large 
numerically.  However,  it  has  possessed  many  of  the  qualities  of  greatness,  and 
those  qualities  have  borne  much  fruit  throughout  its  history. 

From  1925-1949  there  was  a  gradual  increase.  In  1925  there  were  29  churches 
with  a  total  membership  of  4,230.  In  1949  there  were  31  churches,  with  a  total 
membership  of  5,009.  The  31  churches,  their  pastors  and  yearly  salary,  and  total' 
membership  in  1949,  are  listed  below.  If  a  church  is  in  other  than  Yadkin  County,  it 
is  indicated. 


Yearly 

Church 

Pastor 

Salary 

Membership 

Arlington 

D.L.  Temple 

$1,110.00 

215 

Bear  Creek, 

W.C.  Barkley 

900.00 

164 

Davie  County 

Bethel 

Elmo  Renegar 

211.06 

158 

Boonville 

Rowland  Pruette 

2,700.00 

335 

Charity 

E.G.  Jordan 

1,032.00 

318 

Cross  Roads 

A.C.  Cheshire 

2,000.00 

277 

Deep  Creek 

M.F.  Reavis 

642.28 

337 

East  Bend 

T.S.  Draughan 

265.00 

117 

Enon 

J.C.  Shore 

1,200.00 

365 

Rat  Rock 

G.D.  White 

888.25 

359 

Forbush 

W.K.  McGee  (Supply) 

NR 

322 

Friendship 

G.A.  Tucker 

240.00 

171 

Huntsville 

M.F.  Smith 

480.00 

120 

Island  Ford 

R.J.  Pardue 

1,607.01 

174 

Jonesville 

R.J.  Hogan 

3,000.00 

305 

Mt.  Bethel 

Fred  Littlejohn 

241.14 

80 

Mt.  View 

L.J.  Pardue 

430.35 

265 

Mt.  Zion 

T.D.  Flynn 

592.53 

81 
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Yearly 

Church 

Pastor 

Salary 

Membership 

New  Hope, 

Tommy  Luffman 

499.98 

220 

Iredell  County 

N.  Oak  Ridge 

Inman  Stewart 

500.00 

301 

Richmond  Hill 

A.C.  Larrimore 

670.00 

269 

Rock  Spring, 

J.G.  Allgood 

600.00 

123 

Iredell  County 

Sandy  Springs, 

Wade  Hutchens 

640.00 

266 

Iredell  County 

Shady  Grove 

A.C.  Larrimore 

782.70 

208 

S.  Oak  Ridge 

Wade  Hutchens 

768.73 

254 

Swaim's 

George  Walters 

831.21 

417 

Turner's  Creek 

A.E.  Gentry 

270.00 

202 

Union  Grove 

Ellis  C.  Norman 

300.00 

283 

West  Bend, 

J.G.  Allgood 

90.00 

40 

Forsyth  County 

Yadkinville 

E.W.  McMurray 

3,120.00 

144 

Yadkin  Valley, 

Lowell  Renegar 

415.00 

175 

Davie  County 

As  the  1949  Annual  Session  came  to  a  close,  "Rev.  James  S.  Potter,  pastor  of 
,  First  Baptist  Church  of  Statesville  delivered  an  inspirational  sermon,  which  was  the 
i  final  part  of  the  program.  He  took  his  text  from  Matthew  27,  the  scene  describing 

the  crucifixion." 
j      As  Christians,  is  it  not  our  task  to  seek  to  live  in  such  a  way  that  by  our  lifestyle 

and  lips  we  make  clearer  to  those  we  daily  encounter  that  One  death,  the 

crucifixion,  that  is  able  to  impart  life — eternal  life? 


Out  On  A  Limb 
1950-74 


As  the  Sands  of  Time  began  trickling  through  the  hour  glass  of  1950,  it  marked 
he  beginning  of  a  new  year,  a  new  decade,  and  the  beginning  of  the  last  half  of  the 
vventieth  century.  Entering  their  160th  year,  the  association  found  itself  in  1950 
'aveling  down  a  path  that  would  lead  them  to  embark  upon  a  venture  that  would 
lake  or  break  them;  that  would,  depending  on  how  it  turned  out,  be  called  either 
old  faith  or  blind  folly. 
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The  steps  of  this  venture  are  worth  retracing.  And  lest  it  be  forgotten  to  be  said 
later,  hindsight  reveals  it  was  a  venture  of  bold  faith. 


He  Who  Speaks  First  Gets  The  Job 

Through  the  work  of  Miss  Vestal  and  Mrs.  Grigg,  the  association  got  a  taste  of 
the  fruit  that  can  result  from  the  labor  of  an  associational  missionary.  When  the 
matter  of  whether  or  not  to  continue  the  work  came  under  discussion  at  the  July, 
1949,  annual  meeting,  speaking  highly  in  favor  of  continuing  this  work  was  Rev.  J. 
Clarence  Shore.  He  remarked,  "One  of  the  greatest  helps  the  pastors  could  have 
would  be  an  associational  missionary  to  coordinate  the  entire  work  of  the 
association.  The  dropping  of  the  missionary  work  would  be  making  a  step 
backward." 

With  those  in  attendance  "favoring  the  continuance  of  the  work,"  on  motion  of 
the  association  it  was  voted  that  a  committee  be  appointed  and  "to  leave  the  matter 
of  a  missionary  in  the  hands  of  a  committee."  As  the  missionary  committee  met,  the 
words  spoken  by  Rev.  Shore  were  still  fresh  in  their  ears. 

Pastor  of  Enon,  Rev.  Shore  was  a  native  of  Yadkin  County,  born  December  13, 
1913.  Growing  up  he  had  attended  Deep  Creek  Baptist  and  was  licensed  by  that 
church  in  1931.  Familiar  with  the  area  and  churches,  and  with  a  conviction  that  the 
work  of  an  associational  missionary  should  continue,  he  was  asked  to  consider 
filling  the  position. 

Since  he  was  serving  Enon  on  a  half-time  basis,  he  agreed  to  serve  as  the 
association's  missionary  also  on  a  half-time  basis.  He  would  serve  only  ten  months, 
from  September  1,  1949,  to  June  30,  1950.  Becoming  pastor  of  Forbush  in  addition 
to  Enon,  the  demands  of  the  associational  job  became  more  than  he  could  do,  so 
he  resigned  the  position. 

Though  his  ten  months  as  associational  missionary  were  only  considered  a  half- 
time  position,  his  report  in  the  1950  minutes  revealed  he  did  a  full-time  job.  A 
partial  list  of  his  labors  included:  helping  in  an  associational  tent  revival,  an 
associational  youth  rally,  two  BTU  mass  meetings,  a  Preacher's  School,  a  Sunday 
School  and  VBS  Clinic,  conducted  or  participated  in  235  meetings  throughout  the ' 
association,  conducted  a  stewardship  school,  met  with  building  committees,) 
attended  banquets,  held  services  at  the  prison  camp,  did  a  commencement 
address,  held  127  conferences  with  individuals,  attended  47  committee  meetings, 
and  much,  much  more.  The  miles  traveled  in  those  ten  months  were  "approximately 
9,845."  For  his  labor  his  salary  was  $1,500. 

With  a  family  and  his  other  pastoral  responsibilities,  he  did  a  mosfl 
commendable  job  in  a  short  time.  The  salary  he  received  from  the  associatiorl 
during  this  time  was  by  no  means  a  reflection  of  the  true  value  of  his  labors  to  the! 
churches.  While  the  value  of  having  an  associational  missionary  work  in  and  witrl 
the  churches  was  proving  itself  of  great  benefit,  it  would  be  two  years  before 
someone  else  could  be  secured  to  fill  the  position  vacated  by  Rev.  Shore. 
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From  Summer  To  Fall 

When  the  160th  Annual  Session  convened  at  Enon  Baptist  in  1950,  those 
gathered  found  the  weather  a  little  cooler  than  in  past  months.  The  reason?  The 
meeting  time  had  been  changed  from  July  to  October.  Since  1878,  with  only  1944 
being  the  lone  exception,  the  annual  meetings  had  been  held  during  the  summer 
I  months.  Since  July  was  "both  a  hot  and  busy  month,"  it  was  decided  in  July,  1949, 
,to  begin  holding  the  annual  sessions  in  October.  They  have  been  held  in  October 
ever  since. 

(  The  association  entered  the  new  decade,  and  the  last  half  of  the  twentieth 
^century,  with  Rev.  J.C.  Shore  as  Moderator.  He  had  succeeded  J.T.  Reece,  who  had 
9J  held  the  position  for  seventeen  years. 

I  All  reports  given  indicated  the  association  had  made  progressive  strides  forward 
since  the  last  session.  The  minutes  record  that  "almost  every  church  reported  much 
[progress,  both  spiritually  and  physically."  The  31  churches  reported  320  baptisms, 
y  5,682  enrolled  in  Sunday  School,  7,273  total  church  membership,  and  $15,810.06 
s  was  reported  given  to  all  Convention  mission  causes,  up  almost  $3,000. 

Attendance  was  up,  collections  were  up,  and  baptisms  were  up,  but  there  were 
ct still  areas  that  needed  attention  and  work.  Some  examples  will  be  cited.  Though  the 
.^association  was  not  in  debt,  the  $14.45  reported  as  being  in  the  association's  bank 
■ii account  was  not  exactly  a  tidy  nest  egg.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  160  years  of  the 
6  association  it  had  never  had  a  written,  itemized  budget. 

Of  the  31  churches  only  5  were  full-time  churches  (having  preaching  every 
ijiSunday):  Arlington,  Boonville,  Island  Ford,  Jonesville,  and  Yadkinville.  Then  there 
t  was  a  matter  of  employing  an  Associational  Missionary.  A  committee  had  been 
j  selected,  but  one  had  not  yet  been  secured.  While  the  WMU,  VBS,  and  Training 
,Union,  where  being  conducted  in  many  of  the  churches,  they  were  slow  to  find  a 
home  in  some  of  them.  And  the  Brotherhood  had  not  yet  even  become  an 
jlassociational-wide  organization.  (The  first  church  reporting  one  was  in  1951.  See 
;  Appendix  D). 

\\      The  association  could  point  to  areas  of  progress,  but  there  were  still  areas 
e'where  work  needed  to  be  done.  As  shall  be  seen,  much  progress  would  be  made 
during  this  twenty-five  year  period  from  1950-74. 


The  First  Budget 


When  the  Annual  Session  convened  at  Richmond  Hill  in  1951,  the  Executive 

(Promotion  Committee  recommended  "the  Association  adopt  the  following  budget 
i  for  1952": 

I.     For  Promotion: 

1.  Sunday  School  $70.00 

2.  Baptist  Training  Union  70.00 

3.  Woman's  Missionary  Union  70.00 

4.  Vacation  Bible  School  70.00 
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5.  Executive  Committee 

6.  Annual  Associational  Meeting 

7.  Associational  Missions 

8.  Pastor's  School 

II.     For  Associational  Records.: 

1.  Clerk's  Fee 

2.  Postage  and  Telephone 

3.  Minute  Printing 

4.  Miscellaneous 


50.00 

50.00 

100.00 

100.00 

75.00 

25.00 

200.00 

100.00 

$980.00 


Before  the  budget  was  adopted  minutes  state  that  "considerable  discussion  was 
held  regarding  the  adoption  of  the  $980.00  Associational  budget  as  recommended 
by  the  Executive  Committee."  After  the  discussion  it  was  adopted  as  presented.  This 
was  the  association's  first  itemized,  written  budget.  Up  until  this  time  they  had 
asked  for  funds  from  the  churches  as  they  were  needed,  and  had  paid  the  expenses 
as  they  arose. 

Once  adopted,  there  was  a  need  to  elect  a  reliable,  trustworthy  treasurer. 
Through  the  years  the  treasurer  had  usually  been  one  of  the  associational  pastors 
who  had  handled  the  funds  and  was  responsible  for  seeing  that  the  bills  were  paid. 
At  the  1951  meeting  it  was  voted  to  be  more  responsible  in  this  matter  of 
stewardship  and  add  to  the  Constitution,  "The  Association  shall  have  a  Moderator, 
Clerk,  and  Treasurer,  etc." 

With  the  first  budget  approved, 
the  body  elected  as  their  Treasurer, 
Harvey  B.  Gentry  (1908-1983).  Brother 
Gentry  was  a  man  of  high  Christian 
integrity  and  moral  character.  A 
member  of  Boonville  Baptist,  he  had 
served  in  various  capacities  in  the 
association  in  the  past.  Respected 
and  trusted  by  all  who  knew  him,  he 
proved  to  be  honest,  wise,  and  frugal 
in  all  financial  matters  involving  the 
association. 

Upon  his  being  elected  Treasurer 
the  balance  on  hand  was  $100.35. 
Though  funds  sometimes  dipped  low 
during  his  eighteen  years  as  Treasurer, 
the  associational  funds  always  re- 
mained in  the  black  and  bills  were 

always  paid.  While  Treasurer  he  saw  the  budget  increase  from  $980.00  to 
$21,150.00.  Serving  until  1978,  the  minutes  that  year  were  dedicated  to  him  as  a 
token  of  appreciation  for  his  loyal  and  faithful  service  through  the  years. 

With  their  first  official  budget  in  hand  and  with  a  new  treasurer  in  whom  they 
had  the  utmost  respect,  the  association  was  ready  to  meet  the  future  with  whatever 
opportunities  might  knock  at  their  door.  And  opportunities  would  knock. 


Harvey  B.  Gentry 
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Change,  Cain,  and  Challenge 

In  planning  for  the  1952  session,  there  was  a  change  that  occurred.  The  location 
>f  the  two  day  meeting  would  no  longer  be  held  at  one  church,  but  two  would 
hare  in  hosting  the  annual  meeting.  In  choosing  two  churches  each  year,  there  was 
M  effort  made  to  select  them  in  different  sections  of  the  associational  territory.  This 
vould  make  it  possible  and  more  convenient  for  many  to  attend  at  least  one 
ession,  who  might  not  otherwise  could  have  attended  either  one  because  of  the 
ocation.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  follow  that  policy  since. 

The  1952  Annual  Session  was  held  on  October  9  at  Island  Ford  the  first  day,  and 
|t  Flat  Rock  the  second  day.  At  the  two  day  session  there  was  a  new  face  in  the 
■rowd,  Rev.  Guy  Cain  (1904-1984),  the  new  Associational  Missionary. 

"The  Moderator,  J.C.  Shore,  explained  the  work  of  the  committee  in  its  efforts  to 
'ecure  the  services  of  a  missionary."  Though  it  had  taken  two  years  to  employ  one, 
ifv.  Cain  would  prove  to  be  God's  man  during  this  crucial  time  in  the  history  of  the 
'adkin  Association. 

Rev.  Cain  was  a  native  of  Iredell  County  who  came  to  the  association  from  the 

irst  Baptist  Church  in  Graham,  North  Carolina,  where  he  had  served  as  pastor  for 

'ight  years.  A  gifted,  Godly,  and  hard  working  man,  he  doubled  as  pastor  of  the 

istoric  Flat  Rock  Church  and  as  Associational  Missionary.  He  would  serve  both  on 

half-time  basis.  Assuming  both  responsibilities  on  July  1,  1952,  this  double  job 

;vas  worked  out  and  understood  by  the  association,  Flat  Rock,  and  Rev.  Cain  before 

j  is  move  to  Yadkin  County. 

Now  that  an  associational  missionary  had  been  secured,  the  1952-53  budget 
resented  for  approval  increased  from  $980  the  year  before  to  $2,190.00.  This  did 
ot  include  the  approximately  $1,200  contributed  by  the  State  Convention  to  help 
ith  Rev.  Cain's  salary.  For  assured  support  of  the  budget,  it  was  suggested  "that 
ach  church  pay  into  the  associational  treasury,  fifty  cents  per  Sunday  School 
lember." 

For  his  labors  he  would  receive  $2,320  in  salary  and  $160  would  go  toward  his 
;tirement.  Of  this  amount  the  association  paid  $1,200  and  $80,  respectively.  The 
::st  of  his  salary  was  paid  for  with  the  funds  the  Convention  contributed. 

During  his  four  years  of  work  in  the  association,  from  July  1,  1952,  to  July  30, 
")56,  he  proved  to  be  a  true  workhorse.  When  one  reads  his  yearly  reports  and 
onsiders  he  also  pastored,  it  is  amazing  he  was  able  to  accomplish  so  much.  He 
>ught  to  emphasize  and  challenge  the  churches  in  essentially  four  areas:  1) 
Jorker  training,  2)  evangelism,  3)  missions,  and  4)  stewardship.  At  least  a  brief 
ok  at  his  labors  in  these  areas  deserve  attention. 

In  the  area  of  worker  training,  there  were  held  yearly  workshops,  Training  Union 
vivals,  pastors  and  deacon  schools,  Sunday  School  teacher  clinics,  VBS  clinics, 
id  many  individual  conferences  were  held  with  church  workers  in  various 
)sitions. 

In  the  area  of  evangelism,  a  Sunday  School  Enlargement  Campaign  was  held, 
ith  most  of  the  churches  participating.  In  1954  he  set  a  goal  for  the  association  to 
.iroll  1,200  new  persons  in  Sunday  School.  Though  the  goal  was  not  reached, 
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through  much  work,  three  short  of  a  thousand,  997  new  people  were  enrolled  in 
Sunday  School.  In  addition,  a  Simultaneous  Revival  was  held,  he  personally 
preached  evangelistic  revivals  in  many  of  the  churches,  taught  study  courses  on 
evangelism,  and  made  many  personal  evangelistic  visits. 

In  the  area  of  missions,  he  taught  mission  study  courses  in  most  of  the 
churches,  missionaries  on  furlough  were  brought  into  the  association  to  conduct 
meetings,  he  was  invited  to  preach  mission  messages  in  most  every  church,  a 
School  of  Missions  was  held,  promotion  of  Brotherhood  was  begun  in  1952-53, 
there  was  mission  stewardship  emphasis,  and  special  mission  emphasis  Sundays 
were  promoted. 

In  the  area  of  stewardship,  he  encouraged  churches  to  adopt  budgets  "worthy  of 
our  name  as  Missionary  Baptists,"  preached  stewardship  messages  in  most  of  the 
churches,  state  workers  held  an  associational  workshop  on  "Stewardship  and 
Church  Finance,"  and  he  personally  taught  stewardship  study  courses  in  several 
churches. 

His  labors  were  not  without  fruit.  While  associational  missionary  he  witnessed 
the  Sunday  School  enrollment  increase  from  5,757  to  6,937,  total  church 
membership  increased  from  7,528  to  8,215,  1,123  baptisms  reported,  and  mission 
giving  to  Convention  causes  increased  from  $21,120.33  to  $33,772.00. 

The  results  were  evidence  that  the  associational  mission  program  was  worth 
supporting.  While  a  half-time  missionary  was  proving  profitable,  Rev.  Cain  sought  to 
promote  and  encourage  the  idea  of  the  possibility  of  the  association  supporting  a 
full-time  program.  In  1953  he  stated,  "The  schedule  is  too  big  for  a  half-time 
program.  I  anticipate  the  time  soon  to  come  where  the  people  of  our  churches  will 
be  ready  to  worthily  support  a  full  program."  Whenever  appropriate,  he  issued  such 
statements  of  encouragement  and  challenge. 

His  work  in  the  Yadkin  Association  came  to  an  end  on  July  30,  1956.  He  and  his 
family  moved  to  Boone  where  he  began  serving  as  General  Missionary  for 
Northwest  North  Carolina.  The  churches  in  the  association  were  saddened  to  see 
him  leave.  A  remark  found  in  the  Flat  Rock  minutes  dated  July  22,  1956,  sums  up 
how,  not  only  the  people  of  Flat  Rock  felt  about  Rev.  Cain,  but  how  the  association 
felt  also,  "Rev.  Cain  is  a  wonderful  man  and  we  are  grieved  to  have  him  leave  us." 

In  his  final  report  as  Associational  Missionary  one  finds  written  in  the  1956 
minutes: 

I  have  the  feeling  that  our  Lord  has  been  working  in  these  recent 
years  to  bring  the  Yadkin  Association  to  a  full  scale  program.  .  .  . 
With  all  my  heart  I  urge  our  pastors  and  other  leaders  to  move 
forward  in  courage  and  faith,  and  I  call  on  all  the  members  of  all 
the  churches  to  be  good  laborers  together  with  the  leadership  and 
with  God. 

The  association  was  most  grateful  for  his  labors,  the  example  of  his  life,  and  the 
many  challenges  he  issued  to  step  into  the  future  with  courage  and  faith.  And  it 
would  be  with  courage  and  faith  that  would  bring  to  pass  in  the  near  future  the  full 
scale  program  that  Rev.  Cain  sensed  and  envisioned  them  having. 
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A  Step  of  Faith  On  The  Steps 

Immediately  after  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Cain,  a  committee  consisting  of  Rev. 
J.C.  Shore,  Rev.  Homer  Brady,  Rev.  J.  Glenn  Allgood,  Harvey  Gentry,  and  Enoch 
Templeton  were  appointed  to  begin  the  process  of  securing  another  associational 
missionary.  At  first  the  committee  looked  into  the  possibility  of  working  with  the 
Elkin  Association  in  obtaining  a  missionary,  sharing  one  half-time  with  each 
association.  When  the  plans  failed  to  materialize,  the  challenge  of  Rev.  Cain  could 
be  heard  echoing  in  their  ears,  "Move  forward  in  courage  and  faith." 

By  the  October,  1956,  Annual  Session  the  Associational  Missionary  Committee 
recommended: 

That  the  association  adopt  a  full-time  mission  program  and  that 
the  Executive  Promotion  Committee  be  authorized  to  work  out  the 
details  concerning  the  budget  and  the  securing  of  a  missionary, 
and  put  the  program  into  operation  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

It  was  the  desire  of  the  committee  to  employ  a  seasoned  veteran  in 
associational  mission  work  to  invest  their  full  energy  and  time  into  the  association. 
If  obtaining  such  an  individual  was  not  challenge  enough,  it  was  also  their  desire  to 
own  a  home  where  the  missionary  and  his  family  could  live. 

It  was  all  an  ambitious  dream,  but  the  association  had  no  financial  nest  egg  laid 
aside  that  could  guarantee  such  a  dream  becoming  a  reality.  While  they  may  not 
have  had  in  reserve  the  necessary  funds  that  would  enable  their  plans  to 
materialize,  they  did  possess  the  same  thing  the  association's  founding  Fathers 
possessed  when  they  organized  the  association  back  in  1790.  It  is  called  faith. 

In  1951,  Rev.  R.S.  Pruette,  pastor  of  Boonville,  had  stated  in  his  Annual  sermon, 
"Our  attitude  is  often  one  of  pulling  back  rather  than  going  forward.  We  need  to  go 
out  on  a  limb  occasionally.  There  is  where  the  best  fruit  is." 

It  was  time  to  go  out  on  a  limb  and  trust  the  Lord.  As  committee  member  Rev.  J. 
Glenn  Allgood  stated  later,  "If  we  failed  we  would  fail  in  honor." 

Did  the  committee  have  anyone  in  mind  to  fill  the  position?  Yes.  Rev.  Grady 
Burgiss  was  the  man  they  had  their  eyes  on.  His  life,  work,  and  dedication  were 
well  known  throughout  the  association.  He  was  born  in  Yadkin  County  in  1902,  and 
with  his  family  moved  to  Elkin  in  1914.  Ordained  by  Elkin  First  Baptist  in  1925,  he 
was  diagnosed  with  tuberculosis  in  1926.  For  approximately  the  next  ten  years  he 
was  disabled. 

Having  to  quit  school  in  the  ninth  grade  to  help  the  family  through  financially 
difficult  times,  it  was  during  his  illness  that  he  educated  himself  by  reading 
everything  he  could  get  his  hands  on.  When  miraculous  recovery  came,  his 
education  through  books  and  bumps  made  him  a  ready  vessel  to  begin  the  work  for 
which  he  had  been  called. 

He  became  the  first  pastor  of  Arlington  Baptist  in  September,  1936,  later  moving 
to  a  pastorate  in  Greensboro  after  his  marriage  to  Annie  Cooper  in  December,  1938. 
After  pastoring  Magnolia  Street  Baptist  for  six  years,  he  became  pastor  of 
Jacksonville  First  Baptist.  He  remained  pastor  there  until  April,  1951,  when  he 
became  the  Associational  Missionary  of  the  Roanoke  Baptist  Association. 
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Under  his  leaderhip  the  Roanoke  Association  grew  to  almost  100  churches.  In 
1955  the  association  was  reorganized  into  North  and  South  Roanoke  Associations, 
with  Rev.  Burgiss  Associational  Missionary  of  the  latter.  He  was  truly  a  veteran  of 
associational  mission  work,  but  what  were  the  chances  of  the  Yadkin  Association 
employing  a  man  with  such  experience?  Following  the  advice  of  Rev.  Pruette,  if  you 
are  going  out  on  a  limb  you  might  as  well  go  for  the  best  fruit! 

The  committee's  first  meeting  with  Rev.  Burgiss  occurred  at  a  rather  unusual 
place — on  the  steps  of  Winston-Salem  First  Baptist  Church  in  November,  1956.  The 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Convention  was  being  held  there  that  year.  As  he  came  down 
the  steps  after  an  adjournment  between  sessions,  the  committee  took  their  step  of 
faith  on  the  steps.  Waiting  for  him  as  he  came  out,  it  was  there  on  the  steps  they 
presented  him  with  the  initial  idea  of  becoming  Associational  Missionary  of  the 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 

As  Rev.  Burgiss  listened,  several  things  became  apparent.  To  accept  the 
association's  offer  he  would  have  to  leave  a  well  financed  and  stable  program,  he 
would  have  to  take  a  $600  a  year  cut  in  pay,  and  he  would  have  to  leave  what  had 
been  home  since  1951.  To  leave  all  that  and  accept  a  job  where  they  had  not  yet  a 
house  for  him  and  his  family  to  live  in,  that  could  not  guarantee  they  could  meet 
their  financial  obligations  to  him,  and  where  this  type  of  full-scale  endeavor  had 
never  been  tried  before,  would  be  a  step  of  faith  on  his  part  as  well. 

Promising  to  pray  about  the  matter,  Rev.  Burgiss  did  just  that.  He  agonized  and 
wrestled  over  the  decision.  One  day  while  praying  about  the  matter,  he  clearly 
heard  the  Lord  say  to  him,  "Trust  me  and  go."  Being  obedient  he,  his  wife  Annie, 
and  their  thirteen  year  old  son,  Samuel,  moved  to  Yadkin  County.  He  began  his 
duties  on  February  1,  1957. 

A  budget  of  $6,805  was  adopted.  Grady's  salary  would  be  $4,000,  including  a 
$700  car  allowance  and  $160  paid  into  his  retirement.  Could  the  association  meet 
the  demands  of  the  increased  budget  that  had  more  than  doubled? 

When  the  Annual  Session  convened  in  1957  "attention  was  called  to  the  amount 
of  contributions"  by  the  churches  for  the  support  of  the  associational  budget, 
$6,594.12.  Every  church  had  contributed  something,  and  in  so  doing  helped  bring  to 
pass  the  vision  that  had  been  seen  in  faith. 

The  house  provided  for  Rev.  Burgiss  and  his  family,  located  on  Highway  601  two 
houses  past  Yadkinville  First  Baptist,  was  rented  for  $60  a  month  with  an  option  to 
ouy.  But  before  the  Burgiss'  hardly  had  time  to  unpack,  the  association  put  the 
wheels  into  motion  to  try  and  purchase  the  home.  At  the  February  19,  1957,  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Promotion  Committee  the  Missions  Committee  was  "delegated  to 
investigate  the  possibilities  of  purchasing  the  house  being  used  by  the 
\ssociational  Missionary  and  to  set  in  motion  procedures  to  make  such  a 
transaction  legal." 

At  the  October,  1957,  Annual  Meeting  the  Missions  Committee  made  a 
'recommendation  that  the  association  purchase  the  house  now  occupied  by  our 
associational  missionary  for  $11,000."  With  only  $1,317.61  in  the  bank,  the  motion 
passed.  "Methods  of  raising  funds  by  the  individual  churches  were  left  to  the  pastor 
and  his  people,  and  the  Trustees  were  authorized  to  negotiate  a  loan." 
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The  churches  responded  immediately  to  this  step  of  faith.  Before  the  annual 
session  had  adjourned,  approximately  $3,000  had  been  secured  in  contributions 
and  pledges.  The  home  was  purchased.  By  the  next  annual  session,  1958,  the 
churches  had  contributed  $5,657.89  to  help  pay  the  debt  incurred. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  house  was  paid  for.  On  October  11,  1962,  the  last 
payment  was  made.  From  November,  1957,  to  October,  1962,  there  was  never  a  late 
or  missed  payment.  When  the  final  figures  had  been  totaled  the  churches  had 
contributed  beyond  their  regular  associational  giving,  $8,119.30  toward  helping 
retire  the  debt.  At  the  October,  1962,  Annual  Session  the  note  was  burned.  In 
addition,  while  the  association  owned  the  house  many  improvements  were  made  to 
the  home  and  the  grounds  which  increased  its  value. 

The  churches  had  shown  what  could  be  accomplished  when  they  united 
together  in  faith,  cooperation,  and  prayerful  support. 


Off  and  Running 

Before  dust  had  time  to  settle  on  any  of  the  furniture  in  their  new  home,  dust 
could  be  seen  rising  from  Grady's  heels  as  he  was  off  and  running  down  paths  of 
service.  In  his  first  eight  months,  many  new  features,  activities,  and  changes  had 
their  beginning. 

The  first  items  of  associational  office  equipment  were  purchased  in  1957:  a 
mimeograph  machine,  an  addressing  machine,  and  a  typewriter.  They  would  be 
much  used.  Of  course,  the  associational  office  at  this  time  was  located  in  Rev. 
Burgiss'  home. 

On  February  25,  1957,  the  first  The  Yadkin  Baptist  Messenger  rolled  off  the  press. 
The  Messenger  was  a  monthly  newsletter  that  kept  the  churches  informed  of  all 
activities  and  news.  Approximately  500-600  copies  were  mailed  out  and  distributed 
I  in  the  beginning.  (See  Appendix  E  for  the  first  Messenger.) 

The  Messenger  is  still  printed  monthly,  informing  churches  of  coming  activities, 
i  news  of  interest  from  the  other  churches,  and  other  pertinent  information.  At  this 
writing,  1,149  copies  are  mailed  out  monthly. 

The  first  associational  calendar  of  activities  was  developed  and  published.  The 
calendar  sought  to  inform  the  churches  of  future  activities  and  events.  Such  a 
calendar  is  still  published  today. 

The  first  associational  map  was  produced,  giving  the  location  of  all  31  churches 
within  the  associational  territory.  While  the  map  has  been  updated  and  revised 
through  the  years,  it  has  been  beneficial  in  helping  many  a  person  locate  a 
particular  church. 

In  April  of  1957,  a  committee  was  apopinted  to  assist  Rev.  Burgiss  in  revising 
and  rewriting  the  Associational  Constitution.  A  new  "Proposed  Constitution"  was 
written  and  presented  for  adoption  at  the  October,  1957,  Annual  Session.  "Motion  to 
adopt  the  Proposed  Constitution  carried." 

The  new  Constitution  and  By-Laws  was  entirely  different  from  the  old  one, 
which,  with  only  slight  variations  through  the  years,  had  remained  the  same  since 
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its  adoption  in  1793.  With  changing  times  and  with  various  officers  and  committees, 
the  old  one  was  no  longer  adequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  day;  thus  it  was 
simpler  to  write  a  new  one  than  to  extensively  try  to  revise  the  old  one. 

However,  not  wanting  to  abandon  the  historical  significance  of  the  old 
Constitution,  an  effort  was  made  "to  embrace  every  essential  feature  of  the  'old'  in 
the  'new'."  Because  of  its  length  it  will  not  be  reproduced  here.  One  desiring  to  read 
it  can  refer  to  the  1957  minutes,  pages  28-32. 

For  166  years  less  than  a  dozen  constitutional  changes  had  been  made.  Since 
1957,  various  changes  are  made  almost  yearly  to  keep  it  current  and  adequate  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  times. 

Also  at  this  time  the  first  Book  of  Reports  was  printed  and  distributed  at  an 
annual  session.  Today  we  take  the  Book  of  Reports  for  granted,  but  not  until  Rev. 
Burgiss  began  printing  them  were  they  available  for  the  convenience  of  those 
attending  annual  meetings. 

Speaking  of  reports,  Rev.  Burgiss'  report  given  at  the  1957  Session  of  his 
activities  from  February  1  to  September  30  is  enough  to  make  one  winded  just  from 
its  reading.  He  did  enough  work  for  two  men.  For  instance,  in  his  first  eight  months 
he  spoke  170  times  in  various  churches,  attended  274  services  within  the 
association,  wrote  772  letters,  attended  68  conference  and  committee  meetings, 
made  and  received  901  phone  calls,  had  1,393  individual  conferences  and  personal 
contacts,  and  drove  5,609  miles  in  associational  work. 

In  closing  his  first  report  he  stated,  "Your  missionary  and  his  family  are  happy  to 
be  your  servants  in  the  Lord,  and  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  His  Spirit  has  led 
them  to  this  field  of  service."  It  was  clear  to  all  present  that,  in  time,  the  association 
would  experience  much,  much  fruit  from  his  labors. 


The  Fruit  Produced 

During  the  first  five  years  and  nine  months  of  Rev.  Burgiss'  labors,  the 
association  experienced  gains  and  progress  in  many  areas.  All  the  advancements 
that  were  made  would  be  impossible  to  mention,  but  there  are  some  highlights  that 
deserve  attention.  What  better  person  to  summarize  these  highlights  than  someone 
who  was  involved  in  the  association's  inter-workings  during  that  time. 

What  follows  is  the  progress  report  on  the  associational  mission  program  as 
given  by  Rev.  J.  Glenn  Allgood  at  the  1962  Annual  Session.  As  a  member  of  the 
committee  that  helped  secure  Rev.  Burgiss,  he  journeys  back  over  the  almost  six 
years  since  that  time  and  succinctly  summarizes  the  progress  the  association  had 
made  organizationally,  spiritually,  and  financially.  The  report  is  printed  in  its 
entirety  because  of  its  historical  significance,  as  a  testimony  to  the  fruit  that  was  the 
result  from  the  bold  step  of  faith  taken  by  both  the  association  and  Rev.  Burgiss. 
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REPORT  ON  ASSOCIATIONS  MISSIONS 

Our  records  show  that  our  efforts  to  have  a  full-time  Associational  Mission 
program  have  been  successful,  and  helpful  in  many  ways. 

In  the  organizational  set-up  during  the  past  six  years  the  following  have  taken 
place:  1)  a  new  Constitution  has  been  written  and  adopted;  2)  a  new  Associational 
Map  has  been  made  and  distributed  widely;  3)  an  Associational  Calendar  has  been 
prepared  and  published  each  year;  4)  an  Associational  Bulletin,  THE  YADKIN 
BAPTIST  MESSENGER,  has  been  published  each  month  with  a  total  of  40,000  copies 
distributed  to  the  churches;  5)  two  Simultaneous  Evangelistic  Crusades  have  been 
held,  with  29  churches  participating  in  one,  and  25  in  the  other;  6)  associational 
Schools  of  Missions  were  held  once,  with  19  churches  participating;  7)  four 
Schools  of  Music  have  been  held;  8)  one  Central  Training  School  for  Training 
Union  Workers,  and  two  for  Sunday  School  Workers  were  held;  9)  six  Associational 
VBS  Clinics  have  been  held;  10)  every  church  in  the  Association  had  a  VBS  for  four 
consecutive  years;  11)  regular  scheduled  meetings  have  been  held  by  the  Sunday 
School  Department,  the  Training  Union  Department,  with  over  500  for  "M"  Night  two 
years,  the  WMU,  the  Brotherhood,  and  the  RA's  and  the  Deacons;  12)  a  new 
Department  of  Music  has  been  organized. 

In  the  churches  we  have  noted  the  following  evidence  of  progress:  1)  thirteen 
churches  have  begun  having  services  every  Sunday  morning  (full-time  work'), 
making  a  total  of  22  churches  now  full  time,  though  two  churches  have  lapsed  back 
to  part  time;  2)  five  churches  have  erected  new  homes  for  their  pastors;  3)  six  other 
churches  have  acquired  lots  for  pastoriums;  4)  fifteen  churches  have  erected  new 
buildings  of  various  types,  and  one  church  has  completely  relocated;  5)  six 
churches  have  purchased  additional  property  for  present  or  future  expansion;  6) 
eight  churches  have  moved  their  pastors  onto  their  church  fields,  making  a  total  of 
20  pastors  now  living  among  their  people,  with  a  total  of  12  churches  owning 
homes  for  their  pastors. 

Three  new  chruches  have  been  organized:  Calvary,  Shugart  Town,  and  West 
Yadkin,  with  one,  West  Yadkin,  now  under  "watchcare"  of  the  Association. 

The  Association  has  purcahsed  a  nice,  well  located  home  for  the  Missionary,  at 
a  cost  of  $1 1,000.00,  and  has  it  fully  paid  for. 

Other  evidences  of  progress  can  be  seen  in  the  increased  gifts  to  missions,  as 
well  as  to  all  causes.  In  1956,  the  year  before  beginning  the  full-time  Associational 
Mission  work,  the  total  gifts  to  Associational  Missions  was  $2,089  The  next  year  they 
amounted  to  $4,476.00,  and  last  year  to  $6,339.00.  Total  mission  gifts  increased  from 
$33,772.00  to  $50,383  in  the  six  years,  and  total  expenditures  increased  from 
$229,400.00  to  $371,369.00  during  that  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
J.G.  Allgood 

The  above  was  only  a  partial  summary  of  all  that  had  been  accomplished  since 
February  1,  1957.  The  association  had  been  willing  to  go  out  on  a  limb,  and  as  a 
result  were  enjoying  the  fruit  from  their  venture  of  faith. 
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As  the  association  moved  ever  closer  to  their  175th  Anniversary,  it  did  so  with  a 
sense  of  purpose,  mission,  destiny,  and  accomplishment. 


Pausing  To  Celebrate 

"The  One  Hundred  Seventy-Fifth  Annual  Session  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  convened  with  Mountain  View  Baptist  Church,  Thursday,  October  21, 
1965,  and  with  Richmond  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Friday,  October  22,  1965."  Rev. 
Kenneth  Wilson  was  serving  as  moderator  and  Mrs.  LH.  Todd  as  clerk. 

The  historic  session  most  appropriately  opened  with  those  gathered  singing,  "0 
For  a  Thousand  Tongues."  After  175  years  of  service  to  Christ,  there  was  much  for 
which  to  pause  and  give  the  Redeemer  praise. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  Session  was  the  reading  of  a  brief  history  written  by 
Rev.  Burgiss.  The  history  was  divided  into  seven  25  year  periods  and  read  by  seven 
different  pastors.  The  222  gathered  gained  a  greater  appreciation  of  how  far  the 
association  had  come. 

The  annual  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  William  Pepper,  pastor  of  Arlington 
First.  His  text  came  from  Acts  4:13,  "Now  when  they  saw  the  boldness  of  Peter  and 
John,  and  perceived  they  were  uneducated  and  untrained  men,  they  marveled.  And 
they  realized  that  they  had  been  with  Jesus."  His  message  followed  the  theme. 
"Christ  in  Our  History."  It  was  truly  Christ — bold  faith  in  Christ — that  had  resulted  in 
the  Yadkin  Association  having  such  a  lengthy  and  noble  history. 

The  Yadkin  Association  had  come  a  long  way  since  1790.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  had  come  a  long  way  since  they  had  celebrated  their  160th  Anniversary  in 
1950.  Of  the  32  churches  comprising  the  association,  25  of  them  were  now  full  time. 
Only  five  were  full  time  in  1950.  Seventeen  of  them  now  had  their  own  pastoriums. 

The  total  membership  of  the  churches  was  reported  to  be  9,145,  with  7,153 
enrolled  in  Sunday  School.  Since  1950  this  was  an  increase  of  1,872  and  1,471, 
respectively. 

Since  the  last  half  of  the  twentieth  century  had  begun,  giving  to  Convention 
causes  had  increased  from  $15,810.06  to  $56,450.00.  This  was  an  increase  of 
$40,639.94. 

While  it  was  encouraging  to  see  mission  giving  increase,  minutes  from  the  175th 
Session  state  that,  "Beyond  doubt  the  greatest  gift  to  missions  was  made  as  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Jack  Gentry  gave  themselves  in  mission  service."  Formerly  members  of 
Boonville  Baptist,  they  had  been  appointed  as  missionaries  to  Taiwan  in  the  Fall  of 
1964.  Rev.  Gentry  was  the  son  of  Harvey  B.  Gentry,  the  associational  treasurer. 

Supporting  of  the  pastors  had  also  increased.  The  average  pastor's  salary  from 
the  32  churches  in  1965  was  $3,171.93.  This  was  well  above  the  average  of  $1,079.00 
in  1950. 

Yes,  the  association  had  not  only  come  a  long  way  in  175  years,  but  had  made 
great  strides  forward  in  just  fifteen  years.  The  32  churches  who  comprised  the 
association  during  its  175th  anniversary  celebration,  listed  with  their  pastor  and 
other  statistical  data,  follow  on  the  next  page. 
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The  pause  of  celebration  was  well  deserved,  but  as  the  session  drew  to  a  close 
the  people  were  reminded  there  was  much  work  yet  to  be  done. 

The  closing  message  was  brought  by  Rev.  J.  Parker  McLendon,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Elkin.  In  his  "inspirational  message"  from  Matthew  6:19-21,  he 
"challenged  the  group  to  share  in  the  World  Mission  Program  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  to  transform  material  possessions  into  heavenly 
Lreasurers." 

The  challenge  issued  at  the  close  of  the  association's  historic  175th  celebration 
s  still  ever  before  us. 


Tears,  Prayers,  and  Anticipation 

As  1966  dawned,  the  association  was  continuing  to  march  forward  for  Christ, 
'lans  were  being  made  for  a  School  of  Missions  scheduled  for  March  26-31,  a 
■tewardship  Clinic  was  planned,  a  clinic  had  been  planned  to  discuss  new 
naterials  for  young  people  and  adults,  and  the  1966-67  proposed  budget  was 
lready  being  hammered  out  by  the  Finance  Committee.  It  appeared  to  be  business 
s  usual,  but  a  change  was  soon  to  occur. 

The  busy  and  exhausting  schedule  that  Rev.  Burgiss  had  maintained  for  the  past 
years  was  taking  its  toll.  At  64  years  of  age  he  could  no  longer  maintain  the  pace 
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as  in  years  past.  Feeling  that  he  could  no  longer  give  associational  matters  the 
attention  they  deserved,  at  the  September  13,  1966,  Executive  Promotion  Committee 
meeting,  "Rev.  L.  Grady  Burgiss  read  a  letter  of  resignation  addressed  to  Rev.  Roger 
Jackson,  Moderator,  dated  September  6,  1966.  Terminal  date  of  service  to  be 
October  31,  1966." 

(Not  one  to  be  inactive,  Rev.  Burgiss  had  accepted  the  pastorate  of  Enon  Baptist 
Church.  Feeling  the  stress  and  responsibilities  of  one  church  would  not  be  as  great 
as  32  was  a  big  factor  in  his  decision  to  assume  the  pastoral  duties  of  Enon. 
However,  with  the  church  in  the  midst  of  a  building  program,  with  much  visitation 
to  be  done,  and  with  the  other  duties  of  the  pastorate,  after  nine  months  he 
resigned  realizing  his  health  could  no  longer  withstand  the  demands.) 

The  committee  accepted  his  "resignation  with  regret  and  in  accordance  with 
Rev.  Burgiss'  wishes."  Though  the  association  was  saddened  at  the  prospect  of 
losing  their  associational  missionary  after  9  years  and  9  months,  they  were  quick  to 
move  forward  in  securing  a  new  one. 

When  the  Executive  Promotion  Committee  met  on  October  11,  1966,  a  "motion 
was  made  and  passed  that  we  elect  Rev.  J.C.  Shore  as  our  Associational  Missionary. 
The  vote  was  unanimous."  He  would  officially  begin  his  duties  on  November  1. 

Rev.  Shore  was  a  well  known  and  loved  person  in  the  association.  He  had 
previously  served  in  the  position  on  a  half-time  basis  for  10  months,  had  been 
Moderator  from  1950-54,  pastored  several  associational  churches,  was  a  native  of 
Yadkin  County,  and  had  served  on  the  committee  that  helped  secure  the  services  of 
Rev.  Burgiss.  He  was  leaving  the  pastorate  of  Forbush  Baptist  to  assume  his  new 
duties. 

With  seven  members  in  the  Shore  family,  J.C,  his  wife,  four  children,  and  his 
mother-in-law,  the  home  owned  by  the  association  was  not  of  adequate  size  for 
them.  As  a  result,  at  the  October  1 1  meeting  a  committee  of  three  was  elected  "to 
recommend  to  the  association  for  the  disposal  of  the  present  property  and  to 
proceed  to  provide  an  adequate  future  home  for  the  Associational  Missionary." 

The  1966  Annual  Session  would  prove  to  be  a  full  one,  as  well  as  an  emotional 
one.  The  meeting  would  be  hosted  by  Forbush  Baptist  on  October  20,  and  by  Deep 
Creek  Baptist  on  October  21.  Rather  ironic,  Forbush  was  the  church  Rev.  Shore 
would  be  leaving  to  become  associational  missionary,  and  Deep  Creek  was  where 
he  was  licensed  in  1931. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  business,  the  two  day  session  centered  around  three 
items  of  importance:  1)  the  departure  of  Grady  Burgiss,  2)  the  installation  of  J.C. 
Shore,  and  3)  the  matter  of  selling  the  home  owned  by  the  association.  By  the  time 
the  session  would  adjourn  321  persons  would  register,  with  30  out  of  the  32 
churches  being  represented. 

In  Rev.  Burgiss'  departure,  overflowing  expressions  of  love  and  appreciation 
were  bestowed  upon  him  and  his  family.  Many  publicly  spoke  of  their  "gratitude  to 
him  and  to  God  for  all  that  he  did  and  meant  to  them."  Everyone  "had  come  to  love 
and  appreciate  him  and  his  family  so  very  much.  He  proved  to  be  a  very  efficient 
and  dedicated  man  over  the  years  of  his  ministry."  The  minutes  that  year  were 
dedicated  to  him  and  his  wife  in  "gratitude  and  appreciation  for  their  devoted  and 
untiring  efforts  while  serving  faithfully  the  association." 
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Devoted  and  untiring  in  his  efforts,  Rev.  Burgiss  truly  had  been.  A  man  who  kept 
detailed  records,  in  his  final  report  he  gave  a  concise  summary  of  his  activities  for 
the  9  years  and  9  months  as  associational  missionary.  From  February  1,  1957,  to 
October  31,  1966,  he  reported:  total  services  attended  with  and  for  the  association, 
3,950;  total  speaking  engagements  in  churches  of  the  association,  1,913;  total  times 
showed  slides  and  film  strips,  404;  total  committee  meetings  attended  in  the 
association,  341;  total  group  conferences  attended  in  and  for  the  association,  664; 
total  individual  conferences  and  personal  contacts,  18,935;  total  phone  calls  made 
and  received,  18,208;  total  letters  written,  2,301;  total  Messengers  distributed  by  mail 
and  in  person,  78,380;  and  total  miles  traveled  in  the  work  of  the  association, 
94,480.  These  figures  are  even  more  astounding  when  one  considers  all  this  was 
done  without  secretarial  help. 

In  his  almost  ten  years  2,425  baptisms  were  reported,  a  total  of  $67,643  was 
contributed  by  the  churches  for  associational  purposes;  total  contributions  for  all 
Convention  causes  increased  from  $36,656  in  1957  to  $59,632  in  1966;  24  churches 
were  now  full-time,  17  churches  now  had  pastoriums;  21  churches  had  erected  new 
buildings  of  various  types;  and  two  new  churches  were  organized  and  received  into 
the  association,  West  Yadkin  and  Shugart  Town. 

In  his  final  words  to  the  association  as  their  missionary,  he  stated  that  he  and 
his  family  "would  like  to  express  our  deep  and  sincere  appreciation  for  the 
wonderful  experience  we  have  had  in  serving  the  good  people  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  and  its  churches.  All  of  you  have  been  most  gracious  and  loyal  to  us, 
and  we  wish  to  assure  you  that  it  has  been  a  real  joy  to  have  been  privileged  to 
serve  our  Lord  among  you." 

Just  as  God  had  led  the  association  to  Rev.  Burgiss,  they  "felt  the  touch  of  God's 
hand  in  providing  His  man  to  fill  the  vacancy."  The  Associational  Mission 
Committee  "felt  very  definitely  that  Rev.  J.C.  Shore  was  God's  man  for  the  work." 
They  reported  to  the  Session: 

We  are  all  aware  of  the  faithful  ministry  of  Brother  Shore  in  our 
Association,  and  of  his  personal  dedication  to  God.  We  are  so 
happy  to  report  that  God  worked  in  his  heart  also,  and  that  he  has 
accepted  the  work.  Let  us  pledge  ourselves  anew  to  the  task  of  our 
Lord  through  our  Association. 

The  churches  were  quick  to  rally  with  loyal  support  for  Rev.  Shore  and  his 
family.  His  labors  would  prove  to  be  very  fruitful,  productive,  and  qualitative. 

The  third  main  item  of  business  that  received  attention  at  the  1966  session  dealt 
with  selling  the  home  owned  by  the  association,  "because  of  a  lack  of  room  in  the 
house  for  Rev.  Shore  and  his  family  and  also  inadequate  parking  space."  It  was 
recommended  by  the  Property  Committee  to  try  and  sell  the  house  for  $11,500  and 
to  investigate  "prospective  sites  for  a  new  parsonage." 

After  discussion,  the  motion  passed  to  "dispose  of  the  present  property  and  to 
proceed  to  provide  an  adequate  future  home."  Before  the  Executive  Promotion 
Committee  would  meet  on  January  30,  1967,  the  home  would  be  sold  for  $1 1,350. 

Until  an  adequate  house  could  be  purchased,  the  association  voted  to  "rent  the 
L.D.  Kelly  house  (in  Yadkinville)  at  $75  per  month."  Rev.  Shore  and  his  family 
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would    live    there    for   over   two   years    before    they   would    move    into   a   new 
associational  owned  home. 

As  the  1966  Annual  Session  came  to  a  close,  Rev.  Burgiss  "challenged  the  group 
to  support  the  new  Missionary,  Rev.  J.C.  Shore,  with  our  prayers."  Singing  "Near  To 
The  Heart  Of  God,"  the  people  departed  with  a  tear  in  their  eye,  a  prayer  on  their 
lips,  and  a  soul  filled  with  anticipation  as  they  faced  the  future. 


The  First  Year 

Under  Rev.  Shores'  first  year  of  leadership,  1966-67,  the  association  continued  to 
move  forward  and  make  progress  for  Christ.  The  first  year  was  a  time  of  transition 
for  both  him  and  the  association.  It  was  a  time  of  making  himself  available  to  the 
churches,  visiting,  and  becoming  acquainted  with  them. 

Being  a  highly  visible  man,  he  was  loved  and  greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  The  number  of  services  he  participated  in  with  the  churches  during  1966-67 
was  224.  This  number  did  not  include  the  necessary  associational  meetings,  clinics 
attended  and  taught,  days  of  duty  as  a  hospital  chaplain,  and  numerous  other  extra- 
curricular associational  activities. 

His  ministry  was  felt  immediately.  From  the  year  before,  baptisms  were  up, 
associational  contributions  were  the  highest  in  its  history,  $7,936,  and  mission 
giving  to  Conventions  causes  was  also  the  highest  in  its  history,  $62,408.  The  first 
budget  over  $10,000  was  hammered  out  $10,516;  and  they  had  funds  in  the  bank 
totaling  $14,350.55  ($1 1,823.98  of  it  a  Home  Fund). 

As  the  1960's  were  rushing  to  a  close  and  the  1970's  were  fast  approaching,  it 
was  obvious  to  all  that  the  association  was  in  more  than  able  and  capable  hands. 


Purchasing  A  New  Home  And  Office 

It  was  in  October,  1966,  that  the  Home  for  Missionary  Committee,  composed  of 
Max  Welborn,  Harvey  Gentry,  and  Rev.  John  Edwards,  began  looking  at  prospective 
sites  for  a  new  home  for  Rev.  Shore.  After  over  a  year  and  a  half  of  praying  and 
searching,  a  possible  home  was  located  on  the  corner  of  Van  Buren  and  Virginia 
Streets,  just  one  block  due  east  of  the  court  house  in  Yadkinville. 

The  property  had  belonged  to  sisters,  Mrs.  Bettie  T.  Somerville  (1882-1968)  and 
Dr.  Lola  Taylor  (1880-1968).  Mrs.  Somerville  had  passed  away  on  April  13,  1968, 
and  Dr.  Taylor  on  May  7,  1968.  A  will  was  left  which  requested  the  home  be  sold  at 
a  public  auction.  In  accordance  with  the  will  that  was  done. 

On  Saturday,  June  29,  1968,  the  auction  was  held.  The  committee  made  a  bid  of 
$17,076,  which  proved  to  be  the  highest  bid.  They  were  most  fortunate,  for  the 
house  and  lot  were  valued  in  the  neighborhood  of  $30,000. 

On  July  16,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Promotion  Committee,  the  Home  for 
Missionary  Committee  recommended  the  purchase  of  the  home  for  $17,076  and  that 
two  additional  bedrooms  and  a  bath  be  constructed.  In  addition,  there  was  another 
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"small  building"  on  the  lot  which  the  committee  recommended  to  modernize  and 
heat,  that  it  might  be  used  for  an  office  building. 
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Associational  Parsonage  from  1968-88 

The  motion  passed  to  accept  their  recommendation  and  the  trustees  were 
authorized  to  negotiate  the  necessary  loan,  and  begin  the  construction.  Not  wasting 
any  time,  a  loan  of  $12,000  was  secured,  and  on  July  20,  1968,  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  became  official  possessors  of  the  property.  With  the  deed  in  their 
hands,  construction  began  on  the  additions. 

By  December,  the  addition  of  two  bedrooms  and  a  bath  to  the  home  and  the 
modernizing  of  what  was  to  be  the  office  building,  had  been  completed.  Shortly 
before  Christmas  in  1968  the  Shore  family  moved  into  what  would  be  their  home 
until  1977. 


The  T.L.  Tulbert  house,  built  ca.  1853,  as  it  looked  about  1930. 
Purchased  by  the  Yadkin  Association  in  1968,  it  was  remodeled  and  used  as 
the  associational  office  for  twenty  years. 
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Deserving  mention  because  of  its  historical  significance  is  "the  small  building 
on  the  lot"  that  was  converted  into  an  office  building.  The  house  is  known  as  the 
T.L.  Tulbert  House.  Built  at  least  by  1853  by  "Squire"  Thomas  Lewis  Tulbert  (1825- 
1904),  it  was  the  second  house  built  in  the  original  square-mile  limits  that  came  to 
be  known  as  Yadkinville  (the  first  to  be  built  was  the  Robert  Wilson  Mackie  House 
in  1848).  It  is  purported  to  be  the  first  house  (home)  to  be  built  within  the  town's 
boundaries  after  it  came  into  existence  in  1851  upon  the  formation  of  Yadkin 
County  from  a  division  of  Surry  County  in  1850.  (Trivia  note:  Yadkinville  was 
originally  named  "Wilson,"  but  because  there  was  a  town  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
state  with  the  same  name,  in  1852  it  became  known  by  its  present  name.)  Also,  it  is 
maintained  that  Mr.  Tulbert's  daughter,  Alice,  who  was  born  in  the  house  in  1853, 
was  the  first  child  born  in  Yadkinville. 

When  T.L.  Tulbert  died,  the  house  passed  into  the  hands  of  one  of  his 
daughters,  Lula  Belle  Tulbert  (1874-1950).  After  her  death  it  passed  to  her  great- 
niece,  "Peep"  Zachary.  In  1952,  Ms.  Zachary  sold  the  house  to  her  cousins,  Mrs. 
Bettie  T.  Somerville  and  her  sister,  Dr.  Lola  Taylor.  Moving  the  house  to  the  back  of 
the  lot,  they  built  a  new  brick  home  on  the  front  of  the  lot.  As  has  been  stated,  when 
the  sisters  died  the  Yadkin  Association  bought  the  property.  By  an  ironic  twist  of 
fate,  Rev.  Shore's  mother-in-law,  the  late  Mrs.  Clara  Jarvis  Weir,  who  lived  with  him 
and  her  daughter,  had  for  a  time  been  raised  in  the  historic  house  by  her  Aunt  Belle 
Tulbert! 

It  seemed  only  fitting  that  Providence  arranged  circumstances  whereby  an 
association  with  such  historically  deep  roots  should  operate  from  an  office  building 
that  had  such  historical  value.  When  a  new  associational  office  was  completed  in 
1989,  the  T.L.  Tulbert  House  was  donated  to  the  Yadkin  County  Historical  Society  by 
Rev.  Paul  Faircloth  who  in  1988  had  purchased  the  house  and  property  from  the 
association.  The  donation  followed  a  promise  to  the  Historical  Society  who  had 
requested  to  receive  the  house. 


Stepping  Into  The  Seventies 

As  the  association  stepped  into  the  decade  of  the  70's,  Rev.  Shore  could  look 
back  and  see  significant  progress  that  had  been  made  in  just  twenty  years.  In  1950, 
when  he  was  serving  as  part-time  associational  missionary,  he  had  no  idea  he 
would  be  serving  in  that  position  full-time  twenty  years  later. 

Many  changes  had  occurred  from  1950  to  1970:  from  a  part  time  missionary 
position  to  a  full-time  one;  from  16  churches  contributing  $807.54  to  associational 
missions  to  31  churches  giving  $10,616;  from  five  churches  holding  worship  every 
Sunday  to  32;  from  five  churches  having  pastoriums  to  19;  from  six  churches  having 
resident  pastors  to  26;  from  three  pastors  devoting  their  full  time  to  the  ministry  to 
22;  from  a  7,273  total  church  membership  to  9,305;  from  $15,810.66  given  to  all 
Convention  causes  to  $80,497.00;  from  having  no  home  or  office  to  possessing  both 
with  the  property  valued  at  approximately  $50,000;  from  having  no  written  budget  to 
one  of  $12,536;  and  from  31  churches  to  34. 
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Yes,  the  1970's  began  with  joy,  anticipation,  and  promise,  but  the  first  year  of  the 
new  decade  ended  with  the  association  experiencing  a  great  loss.  Rev.  J.  Glenn 
Allgood,  who  had  been  a  devoted  and  faithful  laborer  in  the  association  since  1925, 
died  on  December  17,  1970. 

John  Glenn  Allgood  was  born  in  Yadkin  County  on  June  11,  1896.  Growing  up 
attending  Deep  Creek  Baptist  Church,  he  made  a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  in 
1908  at  age  twelve.  He  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Stanley  S.  May  of  whom  mention  has 
been  made  elsewhere. 

On  October  18,  1914,  at  age 
eighteen,  he  married  Sally  Bet  Hoots. 
In  a  marriage  that  lasted  56  years, 
they  were  blest  with  two  daughters, 
five  sons,  and  one  foster  son.  Their 
oldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Harriet  Allgood 
Shermer  (1920-1990),  was  Yadkin 
Associational  WMU  Director  from 
1975-87  and  was  most  instrumental 
over  the  years  in  the  advancement  of 
that  organization  as  well  as  many 
other  associational  endeavors.  Her 
unselfish  labors  will  yield  fruit  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Sensing  a  call  to  preach  in  1921, 
he  preached  his  first  sermon  in  April, 
1922,  using  Romans  6:23  as  his  text. 
He  enrolled  in  Mars  Hill  College  in 
1924  to  begin  furthering  his  education 
for  the  ministry. 

He  was  ordained  May  23,  1925,  at  Deep  Creek  Baptist,  where  he  would  pastor  for 
22  years.  During  his  ministry  he  served  churches  in  Yadkin,  Iredell,  and  Forsyth 
counties.  Also  active  in  community  affairs,  he  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Hoots  Memorial  Hospital  for  about  five  years  and  served  as  President  of  the  Deep 
Creek  Community  Development  Association. 

As  to  his  value  as  a  leader  in  the  Yadkin  Association,  only  eternity  can  reveal  the 
tremendous  contributions  and  impact  of  his  work.  During  his  life,  he  served  on 
practically  every  associational  committee,  being  chairman  of  most. 

As  president  of  the  Pastor's  Conference  in  1945,  he  was  one  of  the  ones 
responsible  for  encouraging  the  association  to  begin  an  associational  missionary 
program  with  the  calling  of  Miss  Vestal.  Also,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Missionary 
Committee  in  1956  which  had  the  vision  and  dream  to  seek  to  secure  Grady  Burgiss 
to  fill  the  position  full-time. 

Serving  as  Moderator  for  1955-58,  his  vision,  influence,  and  wisdom  helped 
guide  the  association  through  those  crucial  years  of  obtaining  a  missionary  and 
purchasing  a  home.  His  passion  for  missions  and  love  for  the  welfare  of  the 
churches  in  Yadkin  County  was  sensed  by  all,  and  was  a  major  reason  for  the 
progressive  increase  in  mission  giving  through  the  years. 


Rev.  John  Glenn  Allgood 
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His  45  years  of  dedicated  service  to  Christ  and  the  association  came  to  an  end 
on  December  17,  1970,  at  age  74.  He  went  Home  in  time  to  celebrate  Christmas 
with  the  Savior  he  so  humbly  and  diligently  had  served.  At  the  1971  annual  session 
a  motion  was  made  to  dedicate  the  minutes  to  him,  as  an  expression  of  their  love 
and  appreciation  for  his  years  of  unselfish  devotion.  It  was  because  of  men  and 
women  like  Rev.  J.  Glenn  Allgood  that  the  association  was  where  it  was  after  180 
years. 


Youth,  Race  Relations,  Buildings,  and  Evangelism 

As  the  association  approached  the  mid  1970's  there  were  several  areas  that  were 
targeted,  received  attention,  and  on  which  pronouncements  were  made.  Only  one 
example  from  each  year  will  be  cited. 

In  1971,  apparent  that  more  associational  wide  efforts  were  needed  in  the  area 
of  youth  work,  a  Youth  Council  was  formed.  It  sought  to  minister  to  and  plan 
activities  for  young  people,  to  help  youth  accept  Christ  as  Savior,  and  help  those 
who  have  to  live  for  Christ  in  their  daily  life.  The  forming  of  the  council  revealed 
that  the  association  desired  to  remain  relevant  in  reaching  the  spiritual  needs  of 
youth.  Reaching  youth  with  the  Gospel  that  is  relevant  in  every  age  and  for  every 
age  is  still  a  goal  the  association  strives  to  reach. 

The  year  1972  witnessed  the  association  expressing  itself  as  to  where  it  stood  in 
the  aftermath  of  the  civil  rights  movement  of  the  1960's.  A  resolution  was  submitted 
at  the  annual  session  which  "extended  to  the  Black  Baptist  Churches  in  Yadkin 
County  an  invitation  to  participate  in  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association."  It  stated  in 
part: 

.  .  .  whereas  the  time  is  long  past  for  us  to  make  some  conscious 

statement  of  cooperative  intent  consistent  with  the  teaching  of 

Christ  and  the  tradiations  of  the  church;  be  it  therefore  resolved 

that  the  Yadkin   Baptist  Association   meeting   in  this  its    182nd 

Annual  Session  .  .  .  inform  (the  Black  churches  in  Yadkin  County) 

of  our  willingness  to  welcome  them  into  our  association  if  they 

desire,  or  if  not  desiring  membership,  to  invite  them  to  participate 

in  any  and  all  conferences,  clinics,  and  studies  which  they  might 

find  beneficial  to  strengthening  their  ministry  among  their  people 

in  the  county. 

The  Resolution  passed  as  presented.  While  no  black  church  has  ever  petitioned 

to  join  the  association,  it  was  a  bold  statement  in  the  matter  of  race  relations.  They 

took  a  similar  stand  after  the  Civil  War,  when  they  resolved  to  start  as  many 

"colored  peoples  churches"  as  possible.  As  Rev.  Shore  remarked,  "The  Association 

should  stand  as  a  constant  witness  for  the  Lord  to  the  people  of  all  races  and 

denominations." 

In  1973,  under  the  continual  encouragement  of  Rev.  Shore  for  churches  to  have 
adequate  and  sufficient  houses  of  worship,  fourteen  churches  could  be  found 
engaged  in  some  type  of  building  or  remodeling  program.  Such  programs  testified 
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not  only  to  the  financial  growth  of  the  churches,  but  to  the  numerical  growth  that 
demanded  more  adequate  facilities. 

Evangelism  was  a  major  focus  in  1974.  With  all  the  construction  being  done, 
there  needed  to  be  an  evangelistic  thrust  to  fill  the  buildings  being  built.  Pastors 
were  urged  to  attend  the  State  Evangelistic  Conferences;  churches  were  encouraged 
to  take  their  youth  to  the  Youth  Evangelism  Night;  Evangelism  Preparation  meetings 
were  held  in  anticipation  for  a  Lay  Evangelism  School;  an  associational-wide  High 
Attendance  Day  in  Sunday  School  was  held;  and  a  Home  Mission  Rally  was  held.  As 
Rev.  W.T.  Adams  remarked,  "Let  us  pray  and  work  continuously  for  a  greater  spirit 
of  evangelism  in  our  churches  and  Association." 

Seeking  to  evangelize  for  Christ  persons  of  all  ages,  helping  persons  of  all  races, 
and  providing  persons  with  a  place  to  come  and  worship,  characterize  just  some  of 
the  areas  that  were  targeted  in  the  early  to  mid  1970's.  These  are  areas  that  will 
deserve  attention  until  Christ  returns. 


Called  Out  From  Among  Us 

During  this  period  from  1950-74  there  were  at  least  fifteen  individuals  from  the 
association  that  were  either  licensed,  ordained,  or  appointed  to  the  mission  field. 
While  there  were  no  doubt  more  than  that,  the  following  are  the  ones  gleaned  from 
the  minutes  during  this  twenty-five  year  period. 

Like  Paul  and  Barnabas  who  were  called  out  from  the  church  at  Antioch, 
minutes  disclose:  1955,  Bethel  ordained  Clay  Macemore;  1957,  Boonville  ordained 
Jack  Gentry;  1964,  Enon  ordained  Mervin  Garrison,  Rock  Spring  ordained  Fred 
Troutman,  Jack  Gentry  was  appointed  missionary  to  Taiwan;  1965,  Charity  licensed 
Bruce  Stinson,  Union  Grove  licensed  Roy  Jester;  1967,  Courtney  ordained  Jimmy 
Martin;  1968,  Union  Grove  ordained  Roy  Jester,  Jonesville  ordained  Flake  Mason; 

1969,  Turner's  Creek  ordained  Bud  Brawley,  Huntsville  ordained  Grady  Trivette; 

1970,  Swaim's  ordained  Roger  Groce;  Rev.  Leon  White,  pastor  of  Richmond  Hill, 
was  appointed  as  missionary  to  Argentina;  1973,  Turner's  Creek  ordained  Ronnie 
Baity,  Courtney  licensed  Randy  Morris. 

Through  these  men  the  influence  of  the  Yadkin  Association  would  extend  into 
countless  thousands  of  lives  both  at  home  and  abroad. 


Those  Who  Joined 

In  1950  there  were  31  churches  that  comprised  the  Yadkin  Association,  in  1974 
there  were  34.  Four  churches  petitioned  for  membership  and  one  withdrew. 

The  four  who  joined  were:  1962,  West  Yadkin,  Yadkin  County;  1965,  Shugart 
Town,  Yadkin  County;  1968,  Green  Meadows,  Davie  County;  and  1970,  Zion,  Iredell 
County.  Of  these  four,  only  Zion  was  not  a  newly  organized  church,  it  coming  from 
the  Brier  Creek  Association. 
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Not  including  the  four  churches  who  joined  during  this  period,  the  same 
churches  that  comprised  the  association  at  the  end  of  the  1925-49  period,  were  still 
active  in  1974.  The  lone  exception  being  Mount  Zion  who  had  withdrawn  in  1963. 

While,  as  is  always  the  case,  of  the  34  churches  some  were  more  active  than 
others.  However,  the  association  was  fortunate  to  have  strong,  stable  churches  who 
were  willing  to  support  the  associational  work  and  the  Southern  Baptist  cause. 


In  Summary 

The  association  saw  some  major  changes  take  place  during  this  quarter  of  a 
century.  The  progressive  road  they  had  been  on  has  been  clearly  evident  throughout 
the  overview  of  this  period,  but  a  statistical  comparison  between  1950  and  1974 
reveal  some  truly  remarkable  advancements. 

In  1950  the  association  had  no  written  budget.  The  1974-75  proposed  budget 
was  $17,500. 

.As  part-time  associational  missionary  in  1950  Rev.  Shore  received  $1,500  for  his 
labors.  Twenty-five  years  later  his  salary  as  full-time  missionary  was  $6,500, 
including  $400  for  retirement,  $556  for  hospital  insurance,  and  a  $1,200  car 
allowance. 

In  1950,  owning  a  home  for  a  full-time  missionary  was  only  a  dream.  By  1974 
they  had  owned  two  homes  and  a  second  full-time  missionary  was  laboring  in  the 
field. 

There  were  7,273  total  members  reported  in  the  churches  in  1950.  In  1974  there 
were  close  to  10,000  total  members,  9,870. 

Reported  baptisms  from  1950-74  were  6,378.  This  was  an  average  of  255  a  year. 

Associational  mission  giving  increased  from  $807.54  in  1950  to  $13,246  in  1974. 

Giving  to  all  Convention  mission  causes  increased  from  $15,810.06  in  1950  to 
$125,800.00  in  1974. 

Sunday  School  enrollment  in  1950  was  5,682,  but  in  1974  had  climbed  to  well 
over  7,000. 

Total  receipts  reported  in  1950  were  $99,907.45.  In  1974  reported  total  receipts 
were  approaching  one  million  dollars,  $877,165.00. 

The  average  pastor's  salary  in  1950  was  $1,079.00.  By  1974  it  averaged  $7,507.58 
per  year. 

No  doubt  about  it,  major  changes  had  occurred.  Many  more  areas  of 
improvement  could  be  cited,  but  these  are  sufficient  proof  that  1950-74  was  truly  a 
most  productive  time.  Steadily  and  gradually,  for  twenty-five  years  the  association 
had  made  progressive  strides  forward.  While  they  were  not  all  they  could  be,  they 
certainly  had  come  a  long  way. 

The  results  that  occurred  did  not  just  happen.  They  were  the  result  of  a  lot  of 
prayers,  hard  work,  and  people  willing  to  sacrifice  and  take  chances  for  the 
advancement  of  God's  Kingdom  in  the  Yadkin  territorial  area  and  beyond. 

In  one  of  the  concluding  remarks  at  the  184th  Annual  Session,  Grady  Burgiss, 
the  former  Associational  Missionary,  stated,  "The  officers  of  the  Association,  the 
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Superintendent  of  Missions,  and  all  other  leaders  and  workers,  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  faithful  efforts  to  promote  and  enhance  the  progress  and 
fellowship  of  the  Association." 

Faithful  efforts  of  all  involved.  That  is  still  one  of  the  essential  ingredients  if 
progress  is  continued  to  be  expected  and  experienced. 


Faith  Continuing  To  Flow  Freely 
1975-1990 


Among  the  many  rhythmical  lines  that  flowed  from  the  poetical  pen  of  Robert 
Browning,  one  finds  written,  "Grow  old  along  with  me;  the  best  is  yet  to  be."  As  the 
association  entered  her  185th  year,  one  who  listened  closely  could  hear  her  softly 
whispering  the  words  of  Browning. 

Yes,  the  association  was  growing  older,  but  it  was  also  growing  better.  Just  as 
time  marches  onward,  so  did  the  march  to  be  more  and  do  more  for  Christ. 
Rounding  the  curve  and  into  the  fifteen  year  stretch  that  would  lead  to  her  200th 
birthday,  the  best  was  yet  to  be.  As  one  looks  back  over  this  fifteen  year  period,  the 
years  1975-1990  have  proven  to  be  years  of  further  expansion,  mission  emphasis, 
new  ventures,  construction,  and  opportunitites  for  creative  ministry. 


Healthy  Signs,  Revival,  and  Debt  Free 

When  the  gavel  sounded  to  call  to  order  the  185th  annual  session,  Rev.  Shore 
was  nearing  the  end  of  his  ninth  year  as  Associational  Director.  Even  with  the 
nation  plagued  by  inflation  and  recession,  he  could  point  to  signs  that  indicated  the 
i association  was  continuing  to  expand  financially,  spiritually,  and  numerically. 

In  spite  of  the  economy,  for  the  first  time  in  the  association's  history  total 

;  receipts  topped  one  million  dollars,  $1,012,462;  over  half  a  dozen  churches  were 

enlarging  and  updating  their  physical  facilities;  and  total  church  membership  was 

':  also  up,  but  with  four  churches  not  reporting,  it  is  hard  to  arrive  at  an  accurate 

,  number.  With  the  nation's  bicentennial  only  a  year  away  the  association  was 

healthy  and  vibrant. 

As  1976  brought  with  it  the  200th  birthday  of  the  nation,  it  also  brought  many 
highlights  for  the  association.  In  April  the  churches  participated  in  the  Baptist 
Bicentennial  Revivals.  It  was  "an  all-out  effort  to  bring  revival  to  the  churches."  With 
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the  before  revival  promotion  and  after  revival  ripples,  by  year's  end  346  additions  by 
baptism  and  letter  had  been  reported. 

The  first  budget  over  $20,000  was  introduced  in  1976.  Trusting  "the  churches  to 
increase  their  contributions  to  associational  missions,"  the  $21,000  budget  was 
adopted. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  1976  occurred  at  the  annual  session  on  Friday 
afternoon,  October  22,  at  Forbush  Baptist.  That  morning  Harvey  Gentry,  Treasurer, 
made  a  final  payment  of  $1,566.67  to  the  bank  which  satisfied  the  indebtedness  on 
the  associational  property.  Before  the  afternoon  session  ended  he  "announced  that 
all  indebtedness  .  .  .  had  been  paid  in  full." 

Rev.  Shore  expressed  his  appreciation  to  the  churches  in  paying  off  the  debt 
early.  The  association  had  proved  once  again  what  could  be  accomplished  when 
there  is  a  binding  together  in  unity  of  purpose.  Now  debt  free  the  association  could 
turn  even  more  attention  to  its  debt  to  its  fellowman — proclaiming  the  cross  of 
Christ,  the  true  way  to  liberty  and  freedom. 


Rev.  Shore  Resigns 

The  association  was  functioning  on  stable  and  steady  ground  as  it  entered  its 
187th  year,  but  it  was  not  long  before  it  received  a  jolt.  At  the  March  29,  1977; 
Executive  Promotion  Committee  meeting,  Rev.  J.C.  Shore  "tendered  his  resignation 
to  be  effective  October  31,  1977."  With  both  "deep  regret  and  with  profound; 
appreciation  for  his  services,"  his  resignation  was  accepted.  Eleven  years  of  faithful 
service  was  coming  to  an  end. 

At  63  years  of  age  the  responsibilities  and  duties  of  the  job  were  becoming  too 
demanding.  With  no  secretarial  help  it  was  not  uncommon  to  find  him  working 
until  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  trying  to  complete  his  work.  Such  a 
schedule  was  beginning  to  take  its  toll. 

With  the  value  of  having  an  associational  director  long  since  been  established,  a 
seven  member  Search  Committee  was  appointed  in  May.  The  search  to  secure  a 
new  Director  of  Missions  soon  began,  but  it  would  be  almost  two  years  before 
another  man  would  be  on  the  field. 

When  the  1977  annual  session  convened  with  Mountain  View  on  October  20 
and  with  Yadkinville  First  on  October  21,  it  was  an  emotion-filled  time.  Rev.  Shore  I 
and  his  wife,  Helena,  who  for  years  had  faithfully  led  the  music  at  associational   i 
gatherings,  were  greatly  loved  and  the  association  hated  to  see  them  leave. 

During  the  Friday  morning  session  at  Yadkinville  First,  the  Shore's  were  honored 
for  their  eleven  years  of  devoted  and  loving  service.  Presented  to  them  was  a  large 
plaque  inscribed  with  expressions  of  appreciation,  a  silver  tray,  and  a  gift  from  the 
churches  in  the  amount  of  $4,000.  In  addition,  the  1977  minutes  were  dedicated  to 
them,  and  a  reception  was  held  in  their  honor  on  November  13,  1977,  with  360 
guests  registering. 

Such  an  outpouring  of  love  revealed  the  deep  appreciaiton  the  churches  had  for 
their  departing  Director  of  Missions  and  his  wife,  for  the  years  of  unselfish  labor 
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and  the  advancements  the  association  had  made  under  his  leadership.  And  many 
advancements  had  been  made. 

During  his  eleven  years  2,514  baptisms  had  been  reported;  Sunday  School 
enrollment  and  total  church  membership  had  increased;  total  receipts  had 
increased  from  $460,865  to  $1,090,759;  mission  giving  to  all  causes  had  increased 
from  $62,408  to  $139,990;  the  budget  had  increased  from  $9,146  to  $21,150;  and 
many,  many  more  advancements  that  can  not  be  measured  by  statistics  had 
occurred.  The  association  had  benefited  much  under  Rev.  Shore's  leadership. 


The  Influence  of  Independents 

Before  proceeding  with  a  look  at  the  interim  period  between  directors  of 
missions,  this  would  be  a  good  place  to  consider  the  impact  Independent  Baptists 
had  on  the  association  during  the  late  1970's  and  early  1980's.  With  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  experiencing  some  inner  turmoil,  it  resulted  in  the  influence  of 
Independent  Baptists  infiltrating  some  of  the  churches  and  snatching  them  from 
Southern  Baptist  ranks. 

Those  who  withdrew  during  this  time  to  become  Independent  were:  Turner's 
Creek,  1978;  Mt.  Bethel  and  New  Hope,  1980;  and  Shugart  Town,  1982.  Becoming 
I  inactive  in  the  early  1970's  were  Island  Ford  and  West  Bend.  At  this  writing,  though 
neither  has  ever  officially  requested  withdrawal,  both  have  continued  to  remain 
-  inactive  in  matters  relating  to  the  association.  Though  losing  these  six  churches 
I  was  a  blow,  the  association's  influence  and  financial  base  has  remained  strong  and 
ij  continues  to  grow. 

While  it  is  true  Southern  Baptists  are  not  the  only  ducks  on  the  denominational 

|  waters  doing  a  work  for  Christ,  it  is  easier  to  make  an  impact  and  achieve  more  far 

-reaching  results  when  churches  ban  together  in  a  unified  purpose.  Though  conflict 

and  inner  struggles  may  arise  within  the  Convention  from  time  to  time,  Southern 

Baptists  have  few  equals,  if  any,  in  the  job  they  are  accomplishing  for  Christ.  Each 

ichurch  on  the  associational  level  is  helping  that  job  be  accomplished. 

Losing  churches  from  our  ranks  should  cause  us  to  strive  for  unity  and  peace, 
what  the  Baptist  influence  might  have  a  positive  impact.  May  such  an  influence  the 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association  ever  strive  to  impart. 


i  The  Interim  Period 

i  While  the  Search  Committee  labored  to  secure  a  new  Director  of  Missions,  the 
nssociational  Council  undertook  much  of  the  responsibilities  of  guiding  and 
directing  the  work.  During  the  interim  period  they  did  a  tremendous  job  of  planning 

linics,  workshops,  and  conferences. 
*     To  help  assist  in  secretarial  matters  and  informing  the  churches  of  activities  and 

vents,  the  association  employed  their  first  secretary,  Mrs.  Ann  Allen.  Beginning  her 
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duties  in  October,  1977,  she  kept  the  associational  office  open  from  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
for  the  convenience  of  those  desiring  its  assistance  and  access. 

Mrs.  Allen  would  serve  until  September,  1978.  As  the  association  headed  toward 
the  1978  annual  session,  Mrs.  W.L.  (Eugenia)  Pearson,  Jr.,  the  wife  of  the  able 
Moderator,  filled  the  secretarial  vacancy. 

When  the  1978  annual  meeting  convened,  though  a  new  Director  of  Missions 
had  not  yet  been  secured,  progress  was  being  made  toward  that  goal.  Those 
gathered  had  grown  accustomed  to  seeing  "their  own"  associational  missionary 
present  with  them.  Prayers  for  the  search  committee  continued. 

Those  gathered  had  also  grown  accustomed  to  the  excellent  way  in  which 
Harvey  B.  Gentry,  Treasurer,  and  Mrs.  LH.  Todd,  Clerk,  had  performed  their  duties. 
However,  the  1978  gathering  was  the  last  annual  session  at  which  these  two  faithful 
servants  would  be  found  performing  their  duties  in  the  superb  manner  in  which  the 
association  had  grown  accustomed  to  over  the  years. 

As  the  1978  annual  session  drew  near,  Harvey  B.  Gentry  announced  he  was 
stepping  down  for  health  reasons.  During  his  years  as  Treasurer,  he  saw  the  budget 
increase  from  $980  to  $21,500.  For  his  eighteen  years  of  faithful  service  the  1978 
minutes  were  dedicated  to  him  and  his  wife.  Mrs.  Georgia  Watts  would  succeed 
him,  serving  through  1982.  (She  was  followed  by  Lloyd  Pardue,  the  present 
associational  treasurer.) 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laurence  H.  Todd 
A  quarter  of  a  century  of  faithful  service. 
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Shortly  after  the  1978  annual  session  Mrs.  Laurence  H.  (Gladys)  Todd,  also 
because  of  health  reasons,  resigned  her  position  as  clerk.  She  had  served  in  that 
position  for  nineteen  years,  1960-1978,  and  had  served  as  assistant  clerk  for  six 
years,  1954-59.  The  six  years  she  was  assistant  clerk,  her  husand  was  the  clerk.  The 
nineteen  years  she  was  clerk,  he  was  the  assistant.  Together  they  served  the 
association  for  one  quarter  of  a  century.  Their  faithfulness  and  devotion  were 
honored  with  a  plaque  and  with  the  1979  minutes  being  dedicated  to  them. 

Though  this  interim  period  was  a  time  of  transition  and  change,  the  message, 
goals,  and  purposes  of  the  association  were  the  same.  Fortunate  was  the 
association  to  have  officers  who,  through  their  unselfish  service  and  diligence, 
helped  the  churches  keep  the  proper  focus. 


The  Searching  Comes  To  An  End 

It  was  the  proper  focus — the  desire  to  secure  God's  man  in  God's  time — that 
dominated  the  search  committee's  patient,  deliberate,  and  diligence  in  the  securing 
of  a  new  Director  of  Missions.  Having  been  appointed  in  May,  1977,  after  many 
meetings  and  prayers,  on  Februrary  20,  1979,  the  committee  held  a  called  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Promotion  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  extending  "a  call  to  a 
prospective  Director  of  Missions."  The  searching  had  come  to  an  end. 

Rev.  Clarence  and  Barbara  Vassar  were  introduced  by  Rev.  Richard  Eskew, 
Chairman  of  the  Search  Committee.  Rev.  Vassar  was  a  52  year  old  native  of  South 
Hill,  Virginia,  and  was  Minister  of  Education  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Lumberton, 
North  Carolina.  He  had  vast  ministry  experience  in  the  areas  of  minister  of 
education,  outreach,  and  administration. 

After  adequate  discussion,  the  search  committee  recommended  "that  the 
association  call  Rev.  Clarence  Vassar  as  Director  of  Missions."  A  motion  was  made, 
seconded,  and  then  passed  by  an  unanimous  vote. 

The  Search  Committee  had  done  an  outstanding  job  in  performing  their  duties. 
They  were  "given  a  standing  ovation  for  their  patient,  yet  diligent  and  faithful  work." 

Rev.  Russell  Cherry,  pastor  of  First  Baptist,  Lumberton,  wrote  an  open  letter  to 
the  association  stating  of  Rev.  Vassar,  "He  will  bring  to  your  association  vision, 
knowledge,  enthusiasm,  and  a  deep  love  and  commitment  to  the  Lord.  You  have 
done  well  in  your  choice  of  him  to  lead  out  in  ministry  in  your  association."  His 
words  of  commendation  would  prove  to  be  ever  so  true. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Vassar  moved  into  the  associational  parsonage  on  April  19,  ready 
to  begin  the  task  of  helping  lead  the  association  into  further  advancements  for 
Christ.  Making  the  transition  from  the  move,  much  of  the  remainder  of  1979  was  a 
time  of  acquainting  himself  with  the  people,  the  area,  the  churches,  and  the  pastors, 
and  familiarizing  himself  with  ministry  needs  and  developing  strategies  of  how  to 
meet  those  needs. 

With  the  curtain  swiftly  closing  on  the  1970's,  the  association  was  ready  to  move 
into  the  1980's  with  renewed  vigor  and  enthusiasm.  They  found  themselves  under 
capable  leadership  as  the  new  decade  was  about  to  dawn. 
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Visions  and  Victories  in  the  Eighties 

As  the  association  entered  its  190th  year  it  did  so  with  high  hopes  and 
anticipation  of  good  things  to  come.  A  new  secretary  could  be  found  in  the 
associational  office,  Mrs.  Margie  Martin.  Beginning  her  work  in  January,  1980,  she 
would  assist  Rev.  Vassar  capably  while  with  the  association.  (She  would  be 
followed  by  Mrs.  Brenda  Garner,  the  present  secretary,  who  began  her  duties  soon 
after  the  October,  1981,  annual  session.) 

With  a  new  Director  of  Missions  and  an  able  secretary,  the  association  was 
ready  to  embark  upon  the  new  decade  of  the  eighties.  And  the  1980's  would  prove 
to  be  a  fruitful  and  productive  time.  Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Vassar  the 
challenge  was  issued  to  adopt  some  specific  visions,  and  with  persistence  those 
visions  could  become  victories.  From  his  eight  years  as  D.O.M.  eight  of  those 
visions  and  victories  are  cited. 

1.  Migrant  Ministry 

With  migrant  workers  coming  to  the  tri-county  associational  area  to  work  during 
the  summer,  it  was  an  opportunity  to  reach  a  segment  that  had  been  neglected.  In 
1979-80  the  first  Migrant  Committee  was  appointed,  with  Edith  Sutphin  as 
Chairperson.  Special  emphasis  and  attention  began  to  be  placed  on  a  migrant 
ministry  to  Spanish  speaking  workers. 

Through  the  help  of  the  W.M.U.  health  kits  began  to  be  distributed  each  summer 
to  some  500  migrant  families.  This  act  of  Christian  charity  has  continued  each 
summer. 

Most  importantly  an  effort  was  begun  to  distribute  the  Gospel  among  them.  A 
thumbnail  sketch  of  the  progressive  evolution  of  the  Migrant  Ministry  during  Rev. 
Vassar's  eight  years  is  deserving  of  attention.  Having  its  struggles  in  the  beginning, 
it  grew  with  each  passing  year. 

The  ministry  began  in  the  summer  of  1980  with  Sunday  School  class  held  each 
Sunday  at  East  Bend  Church  and  an  evening  service  held  at  North  Oak  Ridge.  Rev. 
George  Pauley  of  Ronda  and  Mary  Sue  Gomez  assisted  in  the  work  in  its  early 
beginnings. 

In  the  summer  of  1981  John  Jones,  son  of  missionary  Rev.  Archie  Jones,  who 
grew  up  in  South  America,  worked  among  the  migrants  for  eleven  weeks.  In 
addition  to  regular  worship  services  conducted  each  Sunday  afternoon  at  North  Oak 
Ridge,  he  went  to  various  camps  and  distributed  Bibles  and  preached.  By  summer's 
end  a  number  of  conversions  had  been  reported. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Paul  Middleton,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Middleton, 
missionaries  in  Chile,  the  1982  summer  migrant  ministry  had  a  significant  impact 
upon  hundreds  of  Spanish-speaking  workers.  He  personally  contacted  over  200 
families  and  left  a  Bible  with  each,  taught  Bible  studies,  and  held  worship  services 
at  North  Oak  Ridge. 

In  the  summer  of  1983,  Phillip  Shuford,  a  Journeyman  who  had  worked  in  South 
America,  and  John  Jones  worked  among  the  migrants  distributing  Bibles  and  health 
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kits.  Bible  study  was  held  on  Sunday  nights  at  Mountain  View  Baptist  by  Mrs.  Gwen 
Angell  from  Blaise  Baptist.  Mrs.  Angell  was  the  sister  of  Mr.  Jones.  These  Bible 
studies  were  "very  successful"  with  an  average  attendance  of  15. 

The  1984  summer  migrant  ministry  was  led  by  Gilbert  Flores  and  Gwen  Angell. 
Making  many  ministry  contacts,  nearly  40  Spanish  speaking  people  met  weekly  for 
services  at  Mountain  View  Baptist. 

Heading  the  summer  ministry  in  1985  was  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Middleton  and 
Emerson  Byrd,  a  student  at  Campbell  University  and  a  "missionary  kid"  who  grew 
up  in  Guatemala.  Services  were  conducted  at  South  Oak  Ridge.  In  addition, 
Vacation  Bible  Schools  for  children  of  the  migrant  workers  were  held  in  three 
different  locations.  This  was  well  attended  and  received. 

Emerson  Byrd  returned  in  the  summer  of  1986  to  work  with  the  ministry.  He 
held  Bible  studies  at  Mountain  View  and  Swaim's,  in  a  trailer  near  East  Bend  and  in 
a  home  near  Harmony.  It  proved  to  be  a  successful  summer  with  a  number  of 
conversions  reported. 

The  summer  of  1987  saw  continued  progress.  For  the  third  summer  Emerson 
Byrd  returned  to  help.  That  summer  Manuel  Urieta  of  High  Point  was  secured. by  the 
association  to  work  with  the  migrant  ministry.  Still  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of 
this  ministry,  only  eternity  will  reveal  the  fruits  of  his  diligent  and  sacrificial  labors. 

Bible  studies  were  held  at  Mountain  View  with  an  average  attendance  of  20;  at 
Swaim's  Church  there  was  an  attendance  of  about  15;  in  Boonville  the  average 
attendance  was  10.  Also,  with  the  help  of  Fred  Troutman  and  others,  a  preaching 
station  was  established  in  Harmony  behind  the  Harmony  Cafeteria,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  about  25.  As  the  summer  of  1987  drew  to  a  close,  a  celebration  for 
the  Spanish/Migrant  Ministry  was  held  at  Mountain  View  Baptist.  People  from  the 
four  Bible  studies  attended  with  about  100  people  present. 

While  Rev.  Vassar  departed  from  the  association  in  May,  1987,  he  could  look 
back  at  what  had  been  a  vision  in  1979  and  see  it  beginning  to  flourish  and 
produce  fruit.  Through  the  early  struggles,  victories  had  come. 

2.  West  Virgnia  Ventures 

During  the  1980-81  calendar  year,  the  association  became  involved  in  "a 
cooperative  effort  between  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Convention  [sic]  and  the  West 
Virginia  Baptist  convention  [sic]  to  start  100  new  missions  in  West  Virginia."  That 
summer  men  from  Blaise,  Boonville,  Enon,  Forbush,  and  Zion  went  to  Procius  and 
1  Clay  County,  West  Virginia,  to  help  in  constructing  and  remodeling  work  on  mission 
churches. 

Since  that  first  venture,  men  from  various  churches  have  made  one,  two,  or 
more  trips  each  year  to  help  in  building  new  churches,  laying  foundations, 
remodeling  work,  or  helping  put  the  finishing  touches  on  a  church  almost 
completed.  In  1985  when  a  flood  did  much  damage  in  the  West  Virginia  area,  not 
only  did  some  20  men  go  to  help  with  the  clean-up  and  repair  of  some  of  the 
churches,  but  the  association  sent  $5,100  in  aid  to  help. 
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Some  of  the  West  Virginia  towns  the  Yadkin  Association  has  left  its  influence  on 
include:  Procius,  Romney,  Shepherdtown,  Keyser,  Brandywine,  and  Riverton.  As  our 
men  from  our  association  continue  this  venture  it  shows  continued  concern  for 
spreading  the  Gospel  and  helping  others.  This  venture  allows  the  association  to 
have  a  part  in  seeing  new  churches  built  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  expand  in  a 
sister  state. 

3.  Missions  and  Evangelism  Awareness 

In  an  effort  to  increase  mission  awareness  among  the  churches,  two  World 
Mission  Conferences  were  held,  1981  and  1987. 

In  between  the  two  World  Mission  Conferences,  two  simultaneous  revivals  were 
held.  Here's  Hope  Revivals  were  held  in  April,  1982,  and  the  Good  News  America, 
God  Loves  You  Revivals  were  held  in  1986.  Lives  were  challenged,  inspired,  and 
changed  as  the  result  of  these  revivals. 

While  the  influence  of  these  events  produced  many  encouraging  signs  in  the 
churches,  only  time  and  eternity  will  prove  the  worth  of  these  evangelistic  and 
mission  emphasis  endeavors. 

4.  Benevolence  Fund 

In  an  effort  to  try  and  help  those  in  need  in  our  own  immediate  area,  a 
Benevolence  Fund  became  part  of  the  budget  during  the  1982-83  year.  This  fund 
provides  assistance  to  families  in  the  area  of  food,  lights,  heat,  and  travel.  Jesus  said 
the  poor  and  needy  will  always  be  with  us,  and  as  they  are  ministered  to  He  tells  us 
that,  "Inasmuch  as  you  did  it  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  My  brethren,  you  did  it  to 
me." (Matthew  25:40) 

While  it  is  true  there  are  always  those  who  try  to  take  advantage  of  such  a  fund, 
it  has  proven  to  be  a  real  blessing  to  those  needing  assistance.  Through  the 
Benevolence  Fund  we  have  the  opportunity  to  be  a  "Good  Samaritan"  for  Christ. 

5.  Literacy  Program 

How  often  we  take  reading  for  granted,  but  there  are  many  adults  in  our  area 
who  are  unable  to  read  or  write.  Attempting  to  minister  to  that  need,  Barbara  Vassar 
unselfishly  gave  of  her  time  and  energy  "to  help  those  who  need  help  in  learning  to 
read."  This  ministry  began  in  1983  as  a  result  of  her  vision  and  concern  and  has 
been  a  blessing  and  help  to  many.  It  not  only  has  helped  others  learn  to  read,  but 
has  been  an  important  witness  for  Christ. 

While  with  the  association,  Mrs.  Vassar  trained  other  workers  to  help  in  this 
ministry  endeavor.  At  the  present  there  are  over  twenty  individuals  who  have  been 
trained  and  are  qualified  to  help  those  who  can  not  read.  This  ministry  continues, 
and  deserves  the  attention  of  our  prayers. 
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6.  A  New  Church  Started 

At  the  1982  annual  session  Rev.  Vassar  shared  that  one  of  his  dreams  for  the 
association  was  to  see  a  new  work  established  in  the  area.  He  further  stated,  "The 
possibilities  of  ministry  are  all  around  us.  We  only  need  to  open  our  eyes  to  the 
hurt  of  the  individuals.  Jesus  saw  the  hurt  multitudes  and  had  compassion  on  them. 
This  must  be  our  response  also." 

Catching  the  vision,  on  May  22,  1983,  South  Oak  Ridge,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Phil  Beavers,  voted  to  attempt  to  establish  a  new  church-type  mission  in  1984. 
Working  with  the  assistance  of  Rev.  Vassar,  the  church  chose  an  area  near  Highway 
SOI  to  start  the  work. 

The  church,  working  with  the  Director  of  Missions  and  the  New  Work  Division  of 
:he  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  recruited  Phil  Kitchin,  a  student  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary,  as  a  summer  mission  worker.  In  June,  1984,  the 
nitial  work  began. 

As  the  work  progressed,  a  former  welding  shop  in  northern  Davie  County  near 
he  intersection  of  NC  801  and  NC  601  was  used  as  a  meeting  place.  The  new 
nission,  located  near  the  border  of  Yadkin  and  Davie,  known  as  the  Bread  of  Life 
baptist  Chapel,  was  reaching  residents  in  both  counties. 

In  October,  1984,  South  Oak  Ridge  and  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  voted  to 
continue  supporting  and  sponsoring  this  new  mission  church.  Continuing  to  grow, 
iread  of  Life  came  under  the  watchcare  of  the  association. 

Constituted  as  a  church  on  April  20,  1986,  it  was  received  into  the  association  as 
i  member  church  at  the  October  23,  1986,  annual  meeting.  The  church  continues  to 
>rosper  and  grow  under  Rev.  Kitchin's  leadership. 

7.  Togo  Partnership 

Since  the  early  1980's,  the  Baptist  State  Convention  had  been  promoting  the 
ending  of  short  term  volunteers  to  Togo,  West  Africa.  This  "Partnership  in 
/holeness"  project  was  between  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina 
nd  Togo.  With  emphasis  being  placed  on  this  opportunity,  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
ssociation  had  a  personal  share  in  this  mission  endeavor  by  sending  some  of  their 
wn. 

In  1985  the  first  individuals  from  our  association  departed  for  Togo.  "Paul 
lough  from  Bethel  Baptist,  Mark  Brown  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vaughn  Brown  from  Rat 
ock  Baptist,  left  February  28.  During  their  30  days  in  Togo  a  5H>  acre  catchment 
3nd  was  completed,  two  wells  drilled,  five  pumps  installed,  and  two  churches 
ere  started."  Rev.  Mike  Snelgrove,  then  pastor  of  Swaims,  also  went  and  "shared 
e  excitement  of  seeing  over  50  professions  of  faith." 

The  churches  within  the  association  gave  in  excess  of  $14,000  to  send  them  on 
is  ministry  mission.  Through  giving,  many  who  could  not  make  the  trip  had  a  part 

supplying  physical  water  and  the  water  of  life  for  the  Togolese. 

Miss  Aileen  Steelman,  Jerry  Haynes,  Paul  Gough,  and  Ray  Wagoner  made  the 
p  to  Togo  in  1986.  During  their  part-time  missionary  venture  they,  among  other 
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labors,  helped  "build  catchment  ponds  so  that  the  people  might  have  water  for  their 
crops."  Again,  the  giving  by  the  churches  help  make  the  trip  possible. 

In  1987  four  more  individuals  from  Bethel,  Shady  Grove,  and  Sandy  Springs 
made  the  journey  to  West  Africa.  When  the  Baptist  Partnership  was  completed  in 
mid-summer  of  1987,  much  had  been  accomplished.  Bridges  had  been  built, 
catchments  ponds  built,  wells  drilled,  and  most  importantly  the  Good  News  of 
Christ  was  shared.  Though  the  partnership  with  Togo  was  over,  the  Christian 
influence  of  the  Yadkin  Association  had  been  planted  in  that  small  tropical  country 
of  West  Africa. 

8.  A  New  Associational  Office 

On  January  10,  1984,  a  five  member  Building  Needs  Study  Committee  was 
appointed  to  study  possible  solutions  to  the  cramped  quarters  of  the  associational 
office.  It  had  become  apparent  that  the  association  had  outgrown  its  current  office 
building.  Lack  of  adequate  space  was  limiting  effectiveness.  Members  of  the 
committee  included:  Rev.  Jim  Pollard,  Chairman,  First  Jonesville;  Jimmy  Graham, 
Yadkinville  First;  Bill  Steelman,  Flat  Rock;  Judy  Jester,  Richmond  Hill;  and  Carolyn 
Cook,  Boonville. 

When  the  committee  gave  their  first  report  at  the  October,  1984  annual  session, 
they  "reported  that  the  present  associational  office  building  is  not  adequate  to  meet 
the  needs  of  our  staff."  Looking  at  other  associational  office  buildings  for  ideas,  the 
committee  began  studying  the  projected  needs  of  the  association. 

At  the  July  9,  1985,  Executive  Promotion  Committee  meeting,  the  committee 
passed  out  a  proposed  floor  plan  for  a  new  associational  office  building.  After 
discussion,  the  committee  was  instructed  to  continue  their  work. 

With  Rev.  Pollard  having  been  appointed  as  a  missionary  to  Chile,  he  requested 
that  another  person  "be  elected  to  replace  him."  A  replacement  was  selected,  along 
with  the  election  of  two  more  to  make  it  a  seven  member  committee.  The  three 
added  were  Junior  Anderson,  Rock  Spring;  Jean  Rose,  Jonesville  First;  and  Rev. 
Dan  Stanley,  Deep  Creek.  (When  Rev.  Stanley  left  the  association  in  June,  1987,  he 
was  later  replaced  by  Tom  Stroud,  Sandy  Springs.)  Bill  Steelman  became  the  new 
chairman. 

The  proposed  plan,  along  with  building  survey  forms  were  sent  to  the  churches 
for  their  input  and  support.  By  October  8,  eighty  percent  of  the  churches  who 
responded  to  the  survey  indicated  they  were  ready  to  vote  for  building  and  would 
give  their  financial  support. 

Giving  the  committee  one  less  item  to  deal  with,  a  lot  was  offered  to  the 
association  by  Dexter  and  Jean  Rose  if  and  when  they  decided  to  build.  The  lot  was 
located  on  Highway  601  between  Soul  Harbor  Church  and  the  Rose  Cement  Plant. 

During  the  October,  1985,  annual  session,  the  committee  requested  money  to  be 
used  for  surveying,  architectural  fee,  and  other  expenses  that  might  occur  in 
continuing  its  task.  The  request  granted,  the  committee  continued  with  their  work. 

After  another  year  of  challenges,  study,  and  much  leg  work,  the  Building  Study 
Committee  made  a  motion  at  the  October  23,  1986,  annual  session  held  at  Arlington 
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Baptist,  to  build  a  new  associational  office  building  on  the  donated  lot  on  Highway 
601  North  in  Yadkinville.  After  discussion,  the  motion  carried.  It  was  also  decided 
that  construction  would  not  begin  until  25  percent  of  the  estimated  cost  was  in 
hand. 

After  three  years  since  the  committee  had  begun  their  work,  the  association  had 
at  last  decided  they  would  build.  It  would  still  be  another  year  and  one  half  before 
there  was  a  ground-breaking  ceremony. 

While  Rev.  Vassar  did  not  get  to  see  the  construction  of  the  new  office  building 
before  leaving  the  association  in  May,  1987,  much  credit  and  thanks  is  due  him  for 
his  vision,  persistence,  work,  and  leadership  that  eventually  resulted  in  it  finally 
becoming  a  reality. 

In  concluding  this  overview  of  Rev.  Vassar's  eight  years,  we  end  with  words  he 
spoke  at  the  1982  annual  session,  "Church  and  associational  leadership  must  be 
catching  a  vision  of  what  we  want  to  accomplish  in  our  midst.  God's  army  must 
ever  be  on  the  advance.  A  vision  of  God's  purposes  gives  us  the  direction  of 
advance." 

Those  words  are  well  worth  heeding. 


Rev.  Vassar  Resigns 


As  the  association  entered  its  197th  year,  it  could  look  back  over  the  last  eight 
'  years  and  see  that  many  things  had  been  accomplished  and  significant  progress 
fjhad  been  made  in  many  areas.  This  made  it  all'  the  more  regretful  to  accept  his 
^resignation,  which  was  read  at  the  April  14,  1987,  Executive  Promotion  Committee 
meeting.  He  was  leaving  to  accept  the  Director  of  Missions  job  of  the  Union 
^Association.  His  resignation  was  effective  May  15. 

jj  During  his  eight  years  the  association  had  begun  developing  a  strong  financial 
Sybase  to  support  its  mission  endeavors.  Since  1979,  giving  to  associational  missions 
$iad  increased  from  $25,078  to  $76,725.  Giving  to  all  mission  endeavors  had 
[(increased  from  $179,584  to  $468,855.  The  budget  had  increased  from  $24,575  to 
helping  hammer  out  the  $80,295  proposed  budget  for  1987-88.  Total  receipts  of  the 
:hurches  had  increased  over  one  million  dollars,  from  $1,317,340  to  $2,324,922. 
S  In  addition,  two  churches  had  joined  the  association:  Blaise  in  1980  and  Bread 
|)f  Life  in  1986.  Sunday  School  enrollment  and  total  church  membership  had  also 
Miade  some  gains,  1,333  baptisms  were  reported,  and  advancements  were  made  in 
he  area  of  ministering  to  the  youth  of  the  association. 

I  Some  victories  had  been  won,  some  goals  had  been  reached,  some  progress 
fad  been  made  but,  as  is  always  the  case,  much  more  could  be  done.  As  long  as 
jjiere  are  those  who  are  hurting,  as  long  as  there  are  those  who  have  not  heard,  it 
ian  never  be  said,  "Mission  accomplished." 

Before  departing  the  association  for  a  new  field  of  service,  the  pastors  honored 
.im  with  a  luncheon  and  presented  him  with  a  plaque  of  appreciation.  On  May  9,  a 
Inception  was  held  for  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Vassar  at  Yadkinville  First.  Many  were  the 
rtters,  personal  calls,  various  gifts,  and  monetary  gifts  they  received  expressing 
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gratitude  and  appreciation  for  their  eight  years  of  service.  As  he  and  his  wife  left, 
Yadkin  Association's  loss  was  Union  Association's  gain. 


An  Active  Year 

From  the  time  Rev.  Vassar  departed,  May  15,  1987,  until  a  new  Director  of 
Missions  would  assume  his  duties,  exactly  one  year  would  pass.  During  this  year  of 
transition  several  important  actions  transpired,  in  addition  to  the  regular  activities, 
that  deserve  mention. 

In  July  a  seven  member  search  committee  was  selected  to  begin  the  job  of 
securing  a  new  man.  Asking  prayers  for  the  task  ahead  of  them,  they  began  their 
work. 

It  was  recommended  at  the  October  13,  1987,  Executive  Promotion  Committee 
meeting  to  "sell  the  associational  missionary  home  and  office"  and  give  the  new 
Director  of  Missions  a  housing  allowance.  The  property  was  valued  at  between 
$71,500  and  $90,000.  After  discussion,  it  was  voted  to  put  the  property  up  for  sale. 
The  money  was  to  be  held  and  decided  upon  at  a  later  date  how  much  should  be 
allocated  toward  the  new  office  building,  missions,  etc. 

At  the  October,  1987,  annual  session  it  was  reported  that  $83,010.50  had  been 
pledged  for  the  building  of  the  office  and  that  $29,767.54  was  in  the  bank.  Plans  for 
the  office  building  were  nearing  their  final  stages.  The  day  of  ground-breaking  was 
drawing  closer. 

At  the  January  12,  1988,  Executive  Promotion  Committee  meeting  "a  request  for 
a  one-time  gift  of  $10,000  for  Bread  of  Life  Baptist  Church  to  aid  in  the  .  .  . 
renovation  of  their  present  facility  was  approved."  The  newest  church  in  the 
association  was  not  only  seeking  to  renovate  their  old  welding  shop,  but  renovate 
lives.  With  the  gift,  the  association  was  investing  in  that  endeavor. 

The  January  12  meeting  also  saw  Vaughn  and  Tenia  Brown  being  "approved  as 
our  representatives  to  go  to  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil."  The  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  Sao  Paulo  Convention  had  entered  into  a  partnership  for  the 
purpose  of  helping  establish  1,000  new  churches  between  1987  and  1992.  Like  the 
Togo  project,  short  term  volunteers  were  sought  for  to  help  in  this  mission  effort. 
Making  the  venture,  Vaughn  presented  a  report  on  his  and  his  wife's  trip  at  the  April 
1 1  Executive  Promotion  Committee  meeting.  The  Yadkin  Association  was  once 
again  leaving  its  influence  on  foreign  soil. 

After  ten  months  of  work,  on  April  1 1  the  Search  Committee  made  a 
recommendation  that  Rev.  Paul  Faircloth  be  called  as  the  new  Director  of  Missions. 
A  native  of  Florida,  he  had  worked  in  such  capacities  as  pastor,  home  missionary  as 
Black  church  relations  director,  and  a  college  professor.  His  qualificiations  were 
impressive.  Voting  to  call  him,  he  and  his  wife,  Bettie  Ann,  made  the  move  to 
Yadkin  County.  He  began  his  duties  May  15,  1988. 

Yes,  exactly  one  year  had  passed  between  the  departure  of  one  director  of 
missions  and  the  arrival  of  a  new  one.  It  had  hardly  been  a  year,  though,  of 
inactivity,  as  the  association  had  continued  to  march  forward.  With  a  new  leader  at 
the  reins  the  pace  of  the  march  would  increase. 
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The  Countdown  Begins 

As  Rev.  Faircloth  assumed  his  responsibilities,  the  association  was  less  than 
twenty  months  away  from  entering  its  Bicentennial  year.  The  countdown  had  begun. 
In  the  approximately  year  and  one  half  preceeding  the  dawning  of  1990,  at  least  half 
a  dozen  events,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  unfolded  that  are  worthy  of  mention. 

1 .  The  Associational  Home 

Since  the  Faircloth's  needed  a  place  to  live,  and  since  the  association  had  voted 
to  sell  the  parsonage,  the  new  Director  of  Missions  purchased  the  home.  The  old 
office  building  on  the  lot  was  to  be  donated  by  the  Faircloth's  to  the  Yadkin 
Historical  Society  upon  completion  of  the  new  office  building.  Its  present  location 
is  beside  the  old  Yadkinville  jail. 

The  $70,000  received  from  the  sale  of  the  house  was  divided,  with  $40,000  to  be 
used  for  building  expenses  on  the  new  associational  office;  $13,000  for  office 
building  costs  and  furnishings;  $7,000  for  local  associational  mission  projects,  and 
$10,000  for  a  Director  of  Missions  housing  fund. 

2.  Associational  Office  Constructed 

The  association  had  voted  at  the  October  1986  annual  session  to  begin  building 
when  25  percent  of  the  estimated  costs  were  in  hand.  With  building  plans  finalized 
and  sufficient  monies  available,  construction  was  about  to  begin.  Paul  Gough  and 
Bill  White  volunteered  their  time  and  machinery  for  land  site  preparation. 

At  the  July  12,  1988,  Executive  Promotion  Committee  meeting,  the  Building 
Committee  reported  that  Kenneth  Russell  Construction  had  been  awarded  the 
contract  for  a  bid  of  $124,750.  With  everything  set  on  go,  ground  was  broken  on  July 
21.  At  last,  construction  was  underway  on  the  two  story  4,000+  square  foot  office 
building. 


The  present  Associational  Office 
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When  the  198th  annual  session  convened  in  October  1988,  the  building  was 
nearing  completion.  The  landscaping,  staining  the  woodwork,  the  painting,  and 
other  details  would  be  taken  care  of  by  volunteer  labor  from  within  the  association. 

In  February  1989,  the  associational  staff  moved  into  the  new  office  building.  On 
Sunday,  May  21,  1989,  a  dedication  service  and  open  house  was  held.  Special 
speakers  and  guests  included:  former  Directors  of  Missions  Grady  Burgiss,  J.C. 
Shore,  and  Clarence  Vassar;  Kenneth  Russell,  the  general  contractor;  and  Bobby 
Stafford,  Director  of  Associational  Missions  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  association  has  a  spacious,  adequate  office  and  resource  center  it  can  be 
most  proud  of.  (The  note  was  paid  off  August  1,  1990.)  Much  thanks  goes  to  those 
who  served  on  the  Building  Committee.  From  their  first  being  appointed  until  the 
dedication  service,  five  and  one  half  years  had  passed.  Their  patience,  diligence, 
and  many  hours  of  work  is  to  be  highly  commended  and  is  much  appreciated. 

3.  Spanish  Ministry 

On  September  11,  1988,  morning  worship  services  were  started  in  the  Todd 
House  beside  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Yadkinville.  The  house  made  available  by 
the  church,  is  a  progressive  step  forward  in  the  Spanish  ministry. 

Under  the  continued  leadership  of  Manuel  Urieta,  Fred  Troutman,  and  many 
others,  services  continue  to  be  held  at  Yadkinville  on  Sunday  mornings  and  at 
Harmony  on  Sunday  nights.  The  Spanish  mission  at  Harmony  has  an  average 
attendance  of  about  25,  with  the  Yadkinville  average  in  the  thirties,  with  a  record 
attendance  of  over  50.  Not  only  are  worship  services  being  held  at  these  two 
locations,  classes  are  being  held  twice  a  week  to  help  teach  them  English. 

Many  lives  are  being  touched  through  this  ministry  and  it  continues  to  deserve 
the  prayers  and  support  of  the  association  during  the  decade  of  th<^  90s. 

4.  Missions  Abroad 

On  March  15,  1989,  Paul  Gough  and  Mark  Brown  returned  from  Botswana,  South 
Africa,  where  they  helped  construct  a  church  and  witness  for  Christ.  On  March  23, 
Vaughn  and  Tenia  Brown,  Rev.  Johnny  Enloe,  Bill  Steelman,  and  Ron  Wieringa  left 
to  go  to  South  Brazil  to  witness  and  help  in  the  building  of  a  church.  Many  accepted 
Christ  while  they  were  there. 

In  the  fall  of  1989  J. P.  and  Carolyn  Haynes  went  to  Jamaica  to  help  with  some 
rebuilding  due  to  storm  damage.  In  October  two  men  went  to  Peru  to  do  grading 
work.  The  trips  abroad  have  proven  beneficial  to  those  who  have  taken  them  and  to 
those  on  the  receiving  end. 

As  the  association  enters  the  last  decade  of  the  20th  century,  volunteers  from 
the  Yadkin  Association  are  leaving  footprints  for  Christ  all  over  the  world.  Those 
individuals  deserve  the  association's  continued  prayers  and  support. 
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5.  Semi-Annual  Sessions 

The  association  in  1989  moved  to  two  semi-annual  sessions.  The  one  in  the 
i  spring  was  held  to  facilitate  the  election  of  officers.  This  allows  the  officers,  who 
!  assume  their  duties  at  the  close  of  the  October  session,  to  be  elected  in  time  for  the 
Associational  Leadership  Training  Conference  at  Ridgecrest  in  May. 

The  October  meeting,  as  has  been  in  the  past,  is  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
si  the  majority  of  business  and  giving  of  reports  from  the  various  agencies  and 
organizations.  The  first  two  semi-annual  sessions  were  held  at  Jonesville,  April  13, 
s  and  Richmond  Hill,  October  26,  1989. 

) 

\  6.  Baptist  Telecommunications  Network 

At  the  semi-annual  session  in  April,  1989,  the  association  voted  to  subscribe  to 

BTN.  The  installation  of  the  facilities  to  receive  BTN  makes  it  possible  for  the 

churches  to  receive  programs  of  teaching,  training,   mission  awareness,  Bible 

studies,  and  other  helpful  topics.  This  is  an  opportunity,  when  taken  advantage  of, 

tithat  can  greatly  benefit  the  churches. 

\  As  the  association  came  to  the  end  of  1989,  its  199th  year,  they  could  look  back 
over  the  year  and  one  half  under  Rev.  Faircloth's  guidance  with  a  sense  of 
^accomplishment.  The  member  churches  found  themselves  under  capable  leader- 
ship as  it  faced  the  future.  As  the  association  excitedly  anticipated  the  arrival  of 
1 1990,  its  200th  year,  it  continued  its  strong  emphasis  on  missions,  while  at  the  same 
^time  fulfilling  other  important  dreams. 

Standing  on  the  threshold  of  its  200th  year,  some  of  the  statistical  data  from  the 

29    churches    included:    total    receipts    $3,071,794;    value    of    church    property 

31$  15,383,000;  church  staff  salaries  $880,470;  Cooperative  Program  giving  $182,045; 

!  foreigh  mission  giving  $96,039;  associational  giving  $79,386;  home  mission  giving 

$47,136;  state  mission  giving  $17,557;  giving  to  all   mission  causes  $582,650; 

Discipleship   Training    enrollment    1,012;    Brotherhood    enrollment   616;   W.M.U. 

i  enrollment  1,336;  music  ministry  enrollment  1,654;  Sunday  School  enrollment  5,585; 

^and  total  church  membership  9,517.  (For  a  history  of  all  the  churches  that  comprise 

athe  association  during  the  bicentennial  year  and  their  pastor,  see  section  "Appendix 

[A — Church  Histories.") 

Statistical  data  only  gives  a  partial  picture.  Statistics  can  never  tell  the  full  story 

!bf  the  activities  and  various  ways  which  the  churches  of  an  association  serve  the 

*Lord.  Only  eternity  will  be  able  to  reveal  how  many  persons  over  the  last  two 

Centuries  have  been  influenced,  inspired,  and  transformed  by  the  ministry  of  those 

*vho  constitute  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 
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Happy  Birthday 


Whew!  We  finally  made  it.  1990.  Two  hundred  years  have  passed  since  1790. 1 
am  sure  our  pioneer,  visionary  forefathers  never  dreamed  we  would  still  be  here. 
They  no  doubt  figured  Jesus  would  have  already  returned  by  now.  Since  "the  Day  of 
His  appearing"  has  not  yet  occurred,  at  His  command  we  must  continue  to  occupy 
until  He  does  come.  We  must  continue  to  wait,  watch,  and  work.  And  that  is  just 
what  the  association  aims  to  do. 

As  the  association  finds  itself  in  its  200th  year,  through  its  many  programs  and 
endeavors  it  continues  seeking  to  minister  to  the  various  segments  of  the  populace 
at  both  home  and  abroad.  "Here's  Hope — Jesus  Cares  For  You"  simultaneous 
spring  revivals  were  most  beneficial  and  reaped  much  fruit  for  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
Many  seeds  were  sown,  lives  challenged,  and  souls  were  harvested. 

The  influence  of  the  association  was  once  again  felt  on  foreign  soil,  as 
seventeen  individuals  from  six  churches  ventured  into  Sao  Paulo  in  South  Brazil  on 
March  8.  Seven  persons  from  Bread  of  Life,  four  from  Flat  Rock,  two  from  Courtney, 
two  from  West  Yadkin,  and  one  each  from  Arlington  and  Shady  Grove,  for  two 
weeks  preached  in  the  churches  and  witnessed  to  the  people  in  the  area. 

During  this  Bicentennial  year  the  association's  presence  has  been  felt  in  new 
territory.  In  May,  Paul  Gough  of  Bethel  and  Mark  Brown  of  Flat  Rock  ventured  into 
Poland.  During  their  almost  three  week  stay  they  helped  In  the  construction  of  a 
new  Baptist  seminary,  which  in  turn  will  help  train  others  how  to  construct  eternal 
change  in  people's  lives. 

The  Spanish  ministry  continues  making  strides  forward  for  Christ.  Unceasing 
prayer  for  this  valuable  ministry  and  for  those  who  labor  in  it  is  essential  for  its 
continued  growth  and  advancement  for  the  Kingdom. 

As  the  work  in  West  Virginia  continues,  more  and  more  people  are  getting 
involved  and  giving  of  themselves,  their  time,  and  money.  The  spring  of  1990 
witnessed  South  Carolina  being  added  to  the  list  of  places  that  has  benefited  from 
the  labors  of  the  Yadkin  Association,  as  a  group  of  Baptist  Men  traveled  to 
Turbeville  to  do  general  repair  work  necessitated  from  storm  damage  that  resulted 
from  Hurricane  Hugo. 

Work  among  the  youth  in  our  association  continues  to  expand  and  is  having  an 
impact  upon  many  teenagers.  The  many  Christ-centered  activities  and  events 
planned  by  the  associational  youth  leaders  are  for  the  purpose  of  yielding  and 
cultivating  fruit  for  the  Savior.  Praying  for  our  youth  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
They  must  be  reached  for  Christ  if  the  baton  of  faith  is  continued  to  be  passed  on. 

With  the  formation  of  an  Associational  Missions  Development  Council,  greater 
advancements  in  the  future  are  anticipated.  The  purpose  of  this  Council  is  to  serve 
in  the  development  of  general  missions  performance  programs  in  the  association. 
The  director  of  the  Council  will  be  responsible  for  helping  assist  churches  and  the 
association  in  carrying  out  missions  development.  The  director  will  be  assisted  by 
other  officers  and  committees  under  the  Council,  such  as  Church  Extension 
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Committee,  Church  Growth  Committee,  New  Work  Committee,  Language  Missions 
Committee,  Black  Church  Relations  Committee,  and  the  general  missions 
endeavors,  education,  and  development.  The  wisdom  of  this  structure  will  prove 
beneficial  in  the  future  mission  efforts  of  the  association. 

As  the  churches  lock  arm  and  arm  together  headed  toward  the  21st  century,  a 
spirit  of  unity  and  harmony  pervades  the  association.  When  facing  the  future  as 
one,  it  not  only  makes  our  task  easier,  it  increaes  our  witness  and  our  productivity. 
And  with  giving  to  associational,  state,  home,  and  foreign  missions  continuing  to 
increase,  it  must  be  remembered  a  sound  financial  basis  is  essential  in  order  to 
adequately  support  the  mission  mandate  before  us. 


Eaton's  Baptist  Church 
Where  it  all  began  on  August  28-30,  1790 

The  mission  mandate — that  is  what  brought  our  Baptist  ancestors  together  at 
Eaton's  Meeting  House  in  August,  1790.  To  commemorate  that  historic  meeting,  on 
October  25,  1990,  the  association  gathers  at  Eaton's  once  again  to  celebrate  that 
step  of  bold  faith  taken  200  years  ago  and  to  celebrate  two  centuries  of  service  for 
Christ.  How  the  ideals  our  Baptist  founding  fathers  introduced,  stood  for,  and 
sustained  in  those  struggling  early  years,  should  be  an  inspiration  and  challenge  to 
us  who  are  beneficiaries  of  their  sacrificial  labors. 

Pausing  to  look  back,  much  has  been  accomplished.  Expectedly  looking  ahead, 
there  is  much  to  be  done.  As  the  association  pauses  to  celebrate  its  bicentennial,  if 
one  listens  closely  he  can  here  echoing  down  through  the  corridors  of  time  the 
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words  spoken  by  Rev.  William  Greene  Brown  and  Rev.  James  Henry  Lewellyn  in 
1890  at  the  close  of  the  association's  Centennial  Session,  "This  body  has  not 
accomplished  what  it  might  have  done,  but  has  made  some  progress  .  .  .  and  is  still 
contending  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints."    ' 

Only  when  time  becomes  eternity  can  we  say,  "Drop  anchor.  We  have  reached 
our  final  port."  Until  then,  as  we  continue  navigating  down  the  river  of  time  that 
moves  us  ever  closer  to  His  glorious  appearing,  we  must  set  our  minds  to  achieve 
greater  things  for  Christ.  With  our  Captain  at  the  helm,  blown  along  by  the  wind  of 
His  Spirit,  may  we  always  strive  to  be  a  people  whose  faith  flows  freely. 


EPILOGUE 


Epilogue 


i3ix  teams  of  four  young  men  each  stood  on  the  starting  line  for  the  last  race  of 
the  day.  The  event  was  the  mile  relay.  Erwin  High  School  needed  to  win  the  race  to 
capture  the  1978  Capital  Area  2-A  Conference  Track  Championship.  They  were  nine 
points  down,  and  the  ten  points  awarded  to  the  winner  of  the  race  would  give  them 
the  victory  by  one  point. 

This  writer,  as  their  coach,  anxiously  paced  back  and  forth  as  final  instructions 
were  given  the  runners.  The  nervous  runners  from  Erwin  High  were  capable  of 
winning  the  race,  but  would  they?  The  next  four  minutes  would  answer  the 
question. 

Each  of  the  four  runners  were  told  they  had  to  run  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  one  lap 
around  the  track.  The  next  runner  could  only  begin  his  quarter  mile  run  after  being 
handed  the  baton  from  his  teammate  who  preceded  him.  The  baton  must  not  be 
dropped,  no  matter  what.  To  do  so  meant  instant  defeat.  Each  runner  had  to  cling  to 
that  baton  as  if  it  were  gold. 

At  last  the  gun  sounded,  and  the  six  runners  dashed  off  with  batons  in  hand. 
While  Erwin's  lead-off  man  gave  a  good  effort,  the  relay  team  found  itself  in  third 
place  as  the  baton  was  passed  to  the  second  man. 

Three  laps  to  go,  and  15  yards  out  of  the  lead. 

With  a  quick  burst  of  speed,  Erwin's  second  runner  moved  into  second  place. 
Though  with  legs  heavy  and  lungs  gasping  for  breath,  he  was  able  to  hold  that 
position  as  he  handed  the  baton  to  the  third  runner. 

Two  laps  to  go,  still  ten  yards  down. 

With  baton  safely  in  hand,  Erwin's  third  runner  gradually  inched  closer  and 
closer  to  the  lead  runner.  As  they  both  headed  down  the  stretch  that  would  take 
them  to  the  final  awaiting  runners,  there  was  still  a  five  yard  gap  between  them. 
Both  teams  handed  the  baton  off  smoothly. 

One  lap  to  go,  only  five  yards  down. 

With  a  burst  of  raw  speed,  the  Erwin  runner  made  up  the  five  yard  difference  in 
just  a  few  strides.  The  two  runners,  with  legs  pumping  like  pistons,  battled  one 
another  down  the  backstretch.  Around  the  curve  they  came,  and  into  the 
homestretch.  They  were  dead  even. 

As  the  finish  line  drew  closer,  with  sheer  guts  and  determination,  Erwin  High's 
anchor  man  began  inching  ahead.  With  50  yards  to  go  he  was  one  foot  ahead.  With 
30  yards  to  go  he  was  two  feet  ahead.  With  10  yards  to  go  he  had  gritted  and 
grinded  his  way  in  front  by  a  full  stride.  At  last  his  chest  abruptly  broke  the  finishing 
tape  that  had  been  strung  across  the  finish  line. 

Though  lungs  were  burning,  legs  numb,  and  arms  weary,  all  were  quickly 
forgotten  as  the  pain  from  the  effort  was  replaced  with  the  joy  of  victory.  As  the 
other  three  runners  on  the  relay  team  raced  toward  their  exhausted  teammate,  they 
shouted,  "He  won!  He  won!"  Ah.  .  .  .  they  shouted  no  such  thing! 
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As  they  joyfully  ran  toward  their  teammate,  they  were  triumphantly  exclaiming, 
"We  won!  We  won!"  Why  "We"?  It  was  a  team  effort.  One  could  not  have  done  it 
without  the  other.  Each  did  his  part,  and  each  had  a  share  in  the  victory. 

The  history  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  is  much  like  the  relay  race  just 
described.  When  the  gavel  echoed  throughout  Eaton's  Meeting  House  on  August  28, 
1790,  the  relay  race  began.  It  has  continued  now  for  200  years,  and  will  continue 
until  the  Church  crosses  the  finish  line  at  Christ's  return. 

For  200  years,  each  generation  has  handed  the  baton  of  the  Gospel,  more 
valuable  than  gold,  to  the  succeeding  one,  urging  them  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
Christ.  There  have  been  those  times  throughout  the  Association's  history  when  legs 
have  become  heavy,  lungs  have  gasped  for  breath,  arms  have  grown  weary,  and  it 
appeared  we  were  a  few  yards  behind,  but  the  race  continued  on.  There  was  no 
place  to  stop  until  the  baton  had  been  passed. 

Those  with  the  baton  in  their  hand  today  are  "surrounded  by  a  great  cloud  of 
witnesses,"  surrounded  by  a  heavenly  gallery  of  those  who  have  run  the  race  before 
us.  They  are  cheering  us  on  to  victory.  How  many  laps  we  have  to  go,  no  one 
knows.  But  the  Day  will  come  when  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  will  experience 
the  thrill  of  the  finishing  of  tape  pressing  against  her  chest,  signaling  the  race  is 
over,  the  victory  has  been  won. 

When  that  Day  arrives  all  the  struggles,  pain,  sacrifices,  and  misunderstandings, 
will  quickly  be  forgotten  and  replaced  with  the  ecstasy  of  victory.  When  that  Day 
arrives,  all  who  have  been  a  part  of  this  grand  and  noble  work  can  shout  in  unison, 
"We  won!  We  won!" 

What  a  day  of  celebration  that  will  be! 

Until  that  Day,  though,  there  is  a  race  to  be  run.  There  is  a  baton  that  must  be 
passed  on.  There  is  no  place  to  stop. 

After  two  hundred  years,  we  have  just  caught  our  second  wind.  Let  us  pick  up 
the  pace  as  we  dash  toward  the  21st  century.  If  one  looks  closely,  is  not  that  the 
finish  line  that  can  be  seen  just  up  ahead? 

Victory  is  not  far  away. 
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APPENDIX 


CHURCH  HISTORIES 


, 


^ 


This  photograph,  the  building  of  an  unidentified  church  within  the 
Yadkin  Association  territory,  was  once  the  property  of  Rev.  Elem  Jesse 
Adams  (1844-1921)  who  pastored  in  the  Yadkin  Association  from  1872- 
1902.  Leaving  Yadkin  County  for  Arkansas  in  1902,  it  was  taken  at  least  by 
that  date. 

The  picture  is  symbolic  of  the  call  upon  the  life  of  every  Christian.  It  is 
the  privileged  task  of  all  God's  people  to  continue  until  Christ  returns,  to 
co-labor  with  Him  in  the  building  of  His  Church. 

The  following  31  church  histories  are  of  those  presently  members  of  the 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  A  special  thanks  to  Mike  Trivette  who  took  the 
church  photograph  that  accompanies  each  history. 

Some  of  the  church  histories  are  more  detailed  than  others,  especially 
those  churches  that  submitted  their  own  histories.  A  few  of  the  histories 
were  gleaned  from  associational  minutes  and  other  sources. 
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History  of 

Arlington  First  Baptist  Church 

1936  -  1990 


In  the  year  1936,  Mrs.  J.H.  Dunman  began  talking  the  thing  that  the  Lord  had  put 
on  her  heart;  the  need  of  a  church  in  Arlington.  A  number  of  people  were  living  in 
the  community  with  their  membership  in  outside  churches  and  not  attending 
anywhere. 

On  a  Thursday  night,  June  4,  1936,  a  group  of  women  met  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Dunman  and  organized  a  Bible  study  club,  the  ultimate  purpose  of  which  was  to 
assist  in  organizing  a  church  and  erecting  a  building,  with  the  sentiment  strongly  in 
favor  of  it  being  a  Baptist  church.  Mrs.  Dunman  was  elected  president  and  Mrs. 
William  Dowell  was  elected  vice-president.  Together  the  two,  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  group  worked  tirelessly  toward  the  goal. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  June  21,  a  number  of  people  met  in  the  new  office 
building  of  Rev.  J.S.  Hinson,  who  was  a  magistrate,  to  decide  what  steps  were 
necessary  for  the  organization  of  a  church.  It  was  decided  at  this  meeting  to  get  an 
arm  from  the  Fall  Creek  Baptist  Church.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Hinson 
suggested  a  Sunday  School,  which  could  meet  in  his  office. 

On  Sunday,  July  5,  again  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Hinson,  a  meeting  was  held  and  a 
Sunday  School  organized,  with  Smith  Collins  as  superintendent  and  J.H.  Dunman  as 
assistant  to  him.  Four  classes  were  also  organized  with  Mrs.  Minnie  Rose  as 
secretary.  Then  on  Sunday  morning,  July  12,  the  first  regular  Sunday  School  was 
held,  with  a  total  of  55  present. 
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Saturday  afternoon,  July  18,  a  committee  attended  the  regular  business  meeting 
of  Fall  Creek  Church  and  requested  an  arm  from  that  church.  The  arm  was  granted, 
which  was  made  up  of  nine  members  of  the  church.  Then  on  the  following 
afternoon,  Sunday,  July  19,  the  people  met  and  organized  the  church,  with  Rev.  I.W. 
Vestal  acting  as  temporary  moderator  and  Rev.  Clete  Simmons  as  temporary  clerk. 
After  the  church  was  organized  eight  people  came  under  the  watch  care  of  the 
church  awaiting  letters  from  their  respective  churches.  Beside  Rev.  J.S.  Hinson 
assisting  in  the  organization  of  the  church  was  also  Rev.  Bradley  Mathis,  an  aged 
Baptist  minister,  who  was  also  very  much  interested. 

From  time  to  time  thereafter  various  ministers  were  invited  in  to  hold  services 
and  on  Sunday,  July  26,  1936,  Rev.  Clete  Simmons,  who  was  a  member,  conducted 
services  at  which  time  the  church  was  named  THE  ARLINGTON  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  and  a  committee  of  five  members  was  appointed  to  select  a  building  site 
for  the  church.  On  Sunday,  August,  16,  the  committee  made  a  report  in  favor  of  a  lot 
on  which  the  church  now  stands. 

On  September  6,  1936,  a  tent  revival  was  held  on  the  lot  with  the  Rev.  Grady 
Burgiss  preaching.  The  revival  was  a  great  success  bringing  30  additions  to  the 
church,  which  had  only  21  members  prior  to  the  meeting. 

On  Sunday,  September  20,  the  Rev.  Burgiss  was  elected  as  the  church's  first 
pastor.  A  building  committee  and  a  finance  committee  were  also  appointed. 

On  Thursday,  October  1,  1936,  the  building  committee  held  its  first  meeting  and 
all  agreed  that  rock-veneer  would  be  used.  The  plans  were  drawn  by  the  Rev.  L.G. 
Burgiss,  and  almost  all  materials  and  labor  were  donated  by  various  members  of 
the  building  committee  and  others.  Because  of  the  faith,  energy,  and  determination 
of  the  small  group  and  the  zealous  work  of  the  pastor,  the  church  moved  into  its 
new  building  exactly  one  year  from  date  of  organization. 

The  corner  stone  was  laid  on  a  Sunday  in  April,  1937,  at  2:30  P.M.  In  a  sealed 
copper  box,  placed  in  a  slot  in  the  stone,  was  placed  a  Bible,  a  complete  copy  of 
the  records  of  the  church,  a  history  of  the  church  especially  prepared  for  the 
purpose,  a  number  of  pictures  of  the  building  taken  during  the  process  of  its 
erection  and  of  the  place  of  the  organization  of  the  church,  and  various  other  things 
of  interest. 

The  new  Arlington  church  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  of  its  kind  in  this 
section  of  the  state,  it  being  of  rock-veneer,  constructed  from  unquarried  native 
stone.  The  church  when  completed  seated  350  people,  and  contained  four 
basement  rooms  for  Sunday  School  purposes,  with  additional  space  in  the 
auditorium  for  Sunday  School  classes,  and  was  one  of  the  most  attractive  and 
conveniently  arranged  churches  in  this  section  of  the  state  at  that  time. 

The  church  joined  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  in  1937.  The  following  year, 
1938,  Arlington  entertained  the  association.  The  Rev.  L.G.  Burgiss,  who  was  much 
loved  by  the  members  of  the  church,  left  in  December  1938. 

Other  pastors  serving  the  church  from  April  1939  to  this  date  have  been:  Isom 
Vestal,  T.S.  Draughn,  Martin  Luffman,  D.L.  Temple,  William  D.  Byrd,  William  Pepper, 
Paul  M.  Reese,  Philip  D.  Moran,  Grover  L.  Everett,  Dennis  R.  Tofano,  and  Brent  Seals. 
Rev.  Richard  Thomas  began  duties  as  pastor  in  March  of  1990. 
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Early  in  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Byrd  a  Church  Constitution  was  written  and 
other  organizations  strengthened. 

The  Rev.  Temple  led  the  church  in  enlargement  of  the  auditorium,  and  building 
of  educational  units. 

During  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Pepper  a  vestibule  and  beautiful  steeple  were  added. 

The  present  pastorium  was  built  during  the  ministry  of  The  Rev.  Reese  and  the 
church  added  air  conditioning  and  stained  glass  windows  in  the  Sanctuary.  A  larger 
parking  area  was  graded  and  surfaced  and  a  larger  cemetery  plot  was  added. 

A  garage  was  built  to  store  the  church  van  and  lawn  mowers  during  the  ministry 
of  the  Rev.  Tofano.  Early  in  1984  a  ramp  for  handicapped  individuals  was  built.  This 
ramp,  the  property  for  the  larger  parking  area,  as  well  as  several  of  the  other 
additions  and  improvements  were  made  possible  by  the  donations  of  faithful 
members  of  the  church. 

Arlington  Baptist  church  began  by  being  charted  by  21  members.  Later  the  name 
was  changed  to  Arlington  First  Baptist  Church,  being  the  first  Baptist  church  built  in 
Arlington.  Arlington  First  Baptist  Church  has  408  members. 
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A  History  of 
Creek  Baptist  Church 


m 
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'n  March  30,  1792,  through  a  grant  from  Reverend  William  Petty  of  Eaton's 
Baptist  Church,  a  new  Baptist  church  was  established  in  Davie  County.  This  new 
church  would  be  named  after  a  creek  whose  headwaters  were  situated  close  by, 
Bear  Creek  Baptist  Church.  From  its  inception  in  the  late  eighteenth  century,  Bear 
Creek  Baptist  Church  has  sought  to  bear  witness  to  God's  Love  for  humankind  at 
home  and  abroad.  This  conviction  was  born  out  by  the  first  sermon  ever  preached 
at  the  church.  Taken  from  1  Peter  1:25  "But  the  Word  of  the  Lord  endureth  forever. 
And  this  is  the  Word  which  by  the  Gospel  is  preached  to  you. "  the  message 
preached  by  Joseph  Murphy  proclaimed  the  centrality  of  the  Scriptures  for  Bear 
Creek  Baptist  Church.  Thus,  a  spiritual  journey  which  would  span  decades  and 
generations  began,  citing  God  as  its  Leader  and  the  Bible  as  its  Guide. 

As  the  decades  progressed  in  the  1800's,  the  necessity  for  adequate  space  for 
worship  and  Sunday  School  led  the  church  to  enlarge  and  eventually  move  the 
church  from  its  original  location  across  from  the  present-day  cemetery.  A  new 
church  building  was  erected  at  the  church's  present  location  on  Bear  Creek  Church 
Road.  The  new  building's  dimensions  were  to  be  "40  ft.  x  30  ft.  x  12  ft.  with  two 
doors  in  one  end,  two  large  windows  on  each  end  and  on  the  sides,  good  seats, 
and  a  balcony  for  'coloured  people'."  Herein,  a  new  chapter  in  the  life  of  the  church 
began  as  Bear  Creek  sought  to  provide  a  place  of  worship  for  all  the  people  of  the 
rural  community;  whites  and  colored  alike.  The  slaves'  and  other  colored  members' 
names  are  forever  enshrined  in  the  annals  of  the  church's  records  alongside  of  the 
white  members. 
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Throughout  its  pilgrimage  of  faith,  Bear  Creek  Baptist  Church  has  stood  as  a 
monument  to  God's  Love  through  many  hardships,  tragedies,  and  events.  The 
church  has  withstood  numerous  societal  shifts,  political  movements,  and  even  the 
exodus  of  rural  farm  families  into  urban  and  suburban  industry  However,  none  of 
these  were  so  devastating  as  the  wars  which  the  church  has  endured.  The  most 
intense  was  Bear  Creek's  inescapable  encounter  with  the  Civil  War.  Despite  the 
convictions,  pro  and  con,  concerning  the  issues  of  the  War,  Bear  Creek  was 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  those  who  waged  this  war.  On  the  Saturday  before  the 
first  Sunday  of  August  1863,  a  meeting  was  held  in  which  "a  collection  was  taken 
up  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  Army."  The  amount  of  the  collection  was 
$51.65  which  was  a  considerable  amount.  In  comparison,  the  new  church  had  been 
built  at  a  cost  of  only  $400  two  years  earlier.  Therefore  the  church's  commitment  to 
help  people  has  been  foremost  throughout  the  years. 

After  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  the  church  continued  its  trek  through  latter 
decades  of  the  1800's.  The  church  buildings  were  progressively  improved  and 
enlarged  to  accommodate  its  congregation. 

In  1947  the  church  began  a  remodeling  effort  in  which  a  new  educational 
section  was  added  and  the  old  arbor  was  torn  down.  In  1953  due  to  a  steadily 
increasing  membership  in  Sunday  School,  a  basement  was  dug  under  the  sanctuary 
in  which  six  classrooms  were  added.  Again  in  1965,  the  church  perceived  a  need 
for  more  classroom  space,  thus  an  educational  building  was  built.  Hence,  the 
buildings  of  Bear  Creek  Baptist  Church  have  been  continually  growing  and 
changing.  Similarly,  over  the  numerous  years  the  church  family  which  inhabits  Bear 
Creek  has  grown  and  developed.  The  only  unchanging  things  have  been  the 
members'  love  for  God  and  people  and  their  commitment  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and 
the  Scriptures. 

Since  1792  the  church  has  had  many  dedicated  and  illustrious  pastors.  The 
current  pastor  is  Jerry  Cloniger. 
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The  History  of 
Bethel  Baptist  Church 
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1  he  original  record  of  the  organization  of  the  church  reads  as  follows: 

"At  a  meeting  held  at  Vestals  School  House  on  January  2,  1916,  by  consent  of 
Sandy  Springs  Baptist  Church,  the  following  members  were  constituted  into  a 
regular  Baptist  Church:  Rev.  S.S.  May,  T.G.  Wallace,  Rev.  T.A.  Caudle,  C.W.  Johnson, 
J.R.  Joyner,  H.H.  Renegar,  John  Brandon,  Amelia  Brandon,  Hattie  Brandon,  Amelia 
Chamberlain,  and  Amelia  Anthony. 

Rev.  T.A.  Caudle  was  selected  as  first  pastor.  It  was  then  agreed  the  church  be 
called  "Bethel." 

The  first  building  the  church  worshipped  in  was  the  Vestal's  School  House 
located  between  the  present  church  and  the  Lone  Hickory  Road.  The  second 
building  was  erected  in  1916  at  the  present  site  which  is  the  sanctuary  of  the 
present  church.  In  1950,  four  Sunday  School  rooms  were  added.  In  1952,  four  more 
rooms  were  erected. 

The  Sanctuary  was  remodeled  in  1955  and  the  church  bricked  in  1957. 

The  Bethel  Baptist  Church  joined  the  association  in  1916.  The  first  Association 
Meeting  held  at  Bethel  Baptist  Church  was  in  1932. 

PASTORS  AT  BETHEL 

1916  -  1927     Rev.  T.A.  Caudle 
1927  -  1940     Rev.  G.E.  Burris 
1940  -  1943     Rev.  W.T.  Crissman 
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1943  - 

1947 

Rev.  Tommy  Luffman 

1947  - 

1948 

Rev.  Richard  Day 

1948  - 

1950 

Rev.  Elmo  Renegar 

1950  - 

1953 

Rev.  Jesse  Head 

1953  - 

1956 

Rev.  Gilmer  Denny 

1956  - 

1959 

Rev.  Paul  Moore 

1959  - 

1963 

Rev.  Clay  Macemore 

1964  - 

1970 

Rev.  Fred  Troutman 

1971  - 

1974 

Rev.  David  Hartzog 

1974- 

1980 

Rev.  Clay  Macemore 

1980  - 

1989 

Rev.  L.E.  Myers 

1990  - 

Rev.  Grady  Trivitte 

Bethel  Baptist  Church  has  ordained  the  following  ministers:  Lowell  Renegar  in 
June,  1947,  and  Clay  Macemore  in  January,  1955. 

The  Women's  Missionary  Union  was  organized  in  1917  but  discontinued  in 
1921.  The  W.M.U.  was  reorganized  again  in  1929.  The  W.M.U.  was  reorganized  for 
the  third  time  in  1950.  The  Baptist  Young  Women  was  organized  in  1980. 

The  youth  organizations  were  started  in  1958,  but  were  later  discontinued.  The 
RA's  and  G.A.'s  were  organized  again  in  1988. 

The  men  organized  a  Brotherhood  in  1978. 

The  first  Vacation  Bible  School  was  recorded  in  1951. 

A  Training  Union  was  organized  in  1954,  but  was  discontinued  in  1956. 

In  May,  1968,  a  new  addition  to  the  church  was  completed  with  a  dedication 
held  the  third  Sunday  in  October.  The  Blum  Gough  family  donated  the  painting  for 
the  baptistry. 

In  April,  1971,  a  pastor's  study  was  completed  as  a  memorial  to  Clyde  R.  Hanes. 

A  bulletin  board  was  erected  on  the  church  lawn  in  April,  1973. 

In  1976,  the  parking  lot  was  paved  and  a  new  roof  installed  on  the  church.  The 
church  voted  to  help  support  a  foreign  missionary. 

In  1977,  a  picnic  shelter  was  erected. 

In  1978,  a  new  air  conditioning  and  heating  system  was  installed  in  the 
sanctuary  and  the  two  wings. 

In  1980,  a  heat  pump  was  installed  in  the  back  section  of  the  church. 

In  1981,  a  cross  was  put  on  the  front  of  the  church. 

In  1983,  a  new  piano  was  purchased  and  a  group  of  volunteers  from  the  church 
went  to  West  Virginia  to  help  build  a  church  there. 

In  1984,  new  carpet  and  cushions  on  the  pews  were  purchased.  A  handicapped 
ramp  was  built  on  the  west  side  of  the  church.  Volunteers  went  back  to  West 
L  Virginia  to  help  start  another  church.  In  December,  the  church  granted  approval  for 
Paul  Gough  to  go  to  Africa  for  a  month  to  do  missionary  work. 

In  1985,  a  crew  of  volunteers  went  back  to  West  Virginia  to  help  start  another 
church  and  the  church  granted  approval  for  Paul  Gough  to  go  back  to  Africa  in 
1986.  In  November,  one  of  the  churches  in  West  Virginia  was  flooded  and  a  love 
offering  was  taken  to  help  clean  and  repair  it. 
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The  vestibule  of  the  church  was  furnished  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Lillian  Arnold. 

In  1986,  the  church  voted  to  sponsor  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Morrison,  Ivory 
Coast,  as  missionaries.  Bethel  voted  to  help  in  building  the  new  Association  Office. 

In  1987,  a  gift  of  land  was  given  to  the  church.  It  was  landscaped  and  sown  in 
grass. 

In  1988,  new  sidewalks  were  put  in  front  of  the  church.  The  church  agreed  to 
sponsor  a  softball  team. 

In  1989,  some  of  the  trees  around  the  church  were  removed  and  the  rest  were 
trimmed,  and  new  grass  was  sown.  A  new  storage  building  was  built  with  a 
donation  from  W.G.  Williard  in  memory  of  his  grandparents. 

Rev.  L.E.  Myers  resigned  in  March,  1989.  Rev.  Hack  Frye  was  selected  as  interim 
pastor.  Rev.  Grady  Trivitte,  the  current  pastor,  began  his  duties  in  April  of  1990. 


216 


History  of 
Blaise  Baptist  Church 


1  here  was  a  movement  called  "30,000  more  by  '64"  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  for  building  new  churches.  As  a  result  of  this  movement,  Blaise  Baptist 
Church  began  as  a  mission  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Mocksville,  North  Carolina. 

The  mission  building  was  started  in  November  1959.  After  a  donation  of  $3,400 
from  the  Mother  Church,  the  mission  building  was  completed  debt  free  on  Friday, 
April  1,  1960.  Although  this  was  the  only  money  the  Mother  Church  supplied,  she 
elected  the  pastor,  teachers,  and  officers  for  the  mission. 

On  a  rainy  Sunday  morning,  April  3,  1960,  the  first  service  was  held  in  the  new 
mission.  The  Rev.  Dewey  Ijames  was  in  charge  of  the  service. 

Although  the  South  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  recommended  that  a  mission 
stay  under  the  "watchcare"  of  the  Mother  Church  for  one  year,  it  was  ready  after 
only  six  months  to  become  a  separate  church.  It  had  had  26  baptisms  and  a  Sunday 
School  attendance  of  about  98. 

After  getting  special  permission  from  the  association  to  become  a  separate 
church,  the  Mocksville  Baptist  Mission  became  a  Southern  Baptist  Missionary 
Church  on  October  2,  1960,  in  a  special  program.  During  this  meeting,  church 
officers  were  elected  and  the  new  church  was  named.  Rev.  Dewey  Ijames  was 
elected  Pastor  and  Blaise  Baptist  Church  was  the  new  name,  along  with  the  slogan 
"The  Friendly  Church  Beside  the  Road."  The  church  had  66  charter  members. 
During  the  first  year,  the  church  had  grown  to  a  membership  of  76. 
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On  Sunday  afternoon,  October  8,  1961,  the  church  held  the  groundbreaking  for  a 
new  sanctuary.  The  dedication  of  the  sanctuary  was  held  Sunday  November  25, 
1962. 

In  April  1970,  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  church  that  the  Sunday 
School  needed  new  facilities.  A  committee  was  elected  to  study  the  situation.  It  was 
decided  on  April  4,  1971,  to  build  a  new  education  building.  It  was  also  decided 
that  no  money  would  be  borrowed  for  the  building.  It  would  be  paid  for  as  it  was 
being  built.  On  Easter  Sunday,  April  11,  1971,  the  church  held  the  groundbreaking 
for  the  new  educational  building.  After  many  donations  of  money,  supplies,  and 
labor  the  new  building  was  completed  by  March  26,  1972.  The  Dedication  Service 
was  held  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  2,  1972.  Later,  on  May  20,  1979,  the  church 
dedicated  the  Alvis  C.  and  Gladys  Cheshire  Library. 

The  church  voted  on  June  8,  1980,  to  apply  for  membership  into  the  Yadkin 
Baptist  Association.  The  church  was  approved  and  Blaise  became  a  member  of  the 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 

Blaise  has  licensed  four  of  its  members  to  preach.  They  are  Joe  Holcomb,  Tony 
Atkins,  John  David  Jones,  and  Burney  Manning.  The  church  also  has  special  interest 
in  Archie  Jones,  a  missionary  in  South  America.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  Blaise. 

The  church  is  still  growing  in  numbers.  At  the  present,  Blaise  is  in  the  process 
of  building  a  new  multi-purpose  educational  building. 

The  following  are  pastors  and  the  years  that  they  were  at  Blaise: 

Rev.  Dewey  Ijames  1960-1964 

Rev.  Percival  A.  'Kelly  1 964- 1 969 

Rev.  Alvis  C.  Cheshire  1 969- 1 975 

Rev.  Jimmy  Hinson  1976-1978 

Rev.  Jimmy  Martin  1979-1982 

Rev.  David  E.  Hyde  1982-1986 

Rev.  Glenn  Sellers  1987- 
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History  of 
Boonville  Baptist  Church 


1  he  exact  date  of  the  organization  of  the  Reece's  Church,  from  which  the 
Boonville  Baptist  Church  was  formed,  is  not  known.  We  know  it  was  located  three 
miles  southeast  of  Boonville  on  the  north  prong  of  North  Deep  Creek  on  the 
property  of  Abram  Reece.  According  to  the  Yadkin  Association  Minutes,  there  was 
no  Reece's  Church  in  1834  and  no  recorded  minutes  for  1835,  but  the  minutes  for 

1836  reveal  the  Reece's  Church  as  a  member  of  the  association.  It  is  therefore 
assumed  it  was  taken  into  the  fellowship  in  1835.  Its  first  messengers  to  the 
association  were  Daniel  Windsor,  James  York,  James  Reece,  and  James  Dobbins.  In 

1837  the  Reece's  Church  hosted  the  association.  Associational  gifts  in  the  1840s 
were  $  1.52V*  and  $1. 6  VA. 

The  oldest  exist:ng  church  records  state  that  a  conference  was  held  in  October 
1848.  In  September  865,  the  church  voted  to  move  the  meeting  place  to  a  site  near 
the  home  of  the  ch  rch  clerk,  John  Cockerham.  We  can  only  conjecture  what  sort 
of  structure  was  built  but  mention  of  the  "arbor"  would  suggest  that  this  place  of 
worship  was  no  more  than  a  brush  arbor.  The  deed  for  this  tract  of  land,  acquired 
from  John  Cockerham  and  Aquilla  Speer,  is  dated  August  14,  1850,  and  signed  by 
Isaac  D.  Wright  and  Anthony  Woodhouse,  trustees. 

According  to  the  minutes  for  August  1853,  the  church  agreed  to  build  a  meeting 
house  and  appointed  John  Cockerham,  Daniel  Reece,  Henry  May,  Joshua  Reece, 
and  Albert  Ireland  to  superintend  the  building  of  the  house.  The  record  contains 
nothing  as  to  the  cost  of  the  building  and  in  all  probability  everything  was  donated, 
both  materials  and  labor. 
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Feeling  that  the  meeting  house  was  inadequate,  the  church,  in  December  1894, 
appointed  a  building  committee  composed  of  J.H.  Fleming,  P.C.  Woodhouse, 
A.S.  Speer,  and  J.L.  Speas  and  on  January  11,  1896,  authorized  trustees  to  swap  a 
piece  of  land  with  A.P.  Woodruff  in  order  to  get  a  lot  to  build  our  new  church  house 
on.  Once  the  go  ahead  was  given  the  leadership  went  right  to  work,  for  on  June  13, 
1896,  a  collection  of  $21.35  was  taken  to  get  a  bell  for  our  new  church.  This  is  the 
same  bell  which  calls  us  to  worship  today.  On  May  22,  1898,  the  church  was 
dedicated  to  God,  debt-free,  as  the  Boonville  Baptist  Church.  (The  name  had  been 
changed  from  Reece's  Church  on  May  7,  1898.)  Rev.  W.H.  Beamer  was  the  pastor 
during  these  years  of  building. 

Across  the  years  as  the  Sunday  School  expanded,  the  church  felt  the  need  of 
additional  room.  Therefore,  about  1913,  four  rooms  were  added  to  the  rear  of  the 
church  building.  Then,  in  June  1935,  10  more  rooms  (five  on  either  side  of  the 
church)  were  dedicated  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J. P.  Davis. 

On  Sunday,  January  28,  1945,  pledges  amounting  to  $1,400  started  a  building 
program  which  was  culminated  in  the  remodeling  of  the  auditorium  and  the 
erection  of  a  three-story  educational  building  in  1950.  This  project,  costing 
approximately  $40,000,  was  during  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Rowland  S.  Pruitte  and 
under  the  supervision  of  a  building  committee  composed  of  J.A.  Speas,  J.W.  Shore, 
Jr.,  D.H.  Craver  (succeeded  by  Paul  Speer,  Sr.),  Walter  Holt,  Roby  Wagoner,  Mrs. 
Alan  Jessup,  and  Mrs.  Gus  Tomlin.  The  service  of  dedication  was  held  October  8, 
1950,  in  conjunction  with  a  special  centennial  observance. 

The  last  major  growth  in  physical  facilities  took  place  during  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  R.J.  Hogan.  A  lovely  nine-room  pastorium  was  completed  in  1957  at  the  cost  of 
over  $21,000.  The  home  is  situated  just  south  of  the  educational  building.  In  1962 
an  Educational  Building  Committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  the  following:  Fred 
Coram,  Alvin  Hicks,  Mrs.  Roy  Reece,  and  Mrs.  Paul  Speer,  Jr.,  and  Roby  Wagoner. 
On  October  2,  1962,  the  church  voted  to  issue  $70,000  in  bonds  in  order  to  finance 
the  new  building  which  was  completed  in  September  1963,  at  a  cost  of  $76,586.15. 

In  1975  the  church  completed  a  renovation  and  redecoration  program  on  the 
auditorium.  The  committee  composed  of  James  Reece,  chairman,  Louise  Moxley, 
Elizabeth  Reece,  Henry  Shore,  Harvey  Smith,  Arlie  Steelman,  and  Robert  Williams 
led  the  church  in  refurnishing  and  redecorating  the  auditorium  section  of  the 
church  buildings.  In  this  program  a  new  baptistry  was  installed,  carpeting  laid  wall 
to  wall,  new  light  fixtures  installed,  new  pews  and  pulpit  furniture  purchased,  and  a 
baby  grand  piano  and  new  hymn  books  secured.  The  auditorium  was  repaired  and 
painted  and  the  sound  system  upgraded  to  provide  for  separate  facilities  for  sound 
and  broadcast  recording.  This  cost  approximately  $35,000. 

Since  the  renovation  of  1975,  little  has  been  done  in  structure  building.  The 
basement  was  air  conditioned  with  funds  given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Lois  Hall  and 
acoustic  ceiling  and  new  lights  installed.  Also  at  this  time  the  kitchen  was 
completely  modernized.  Several  classrooms  were  painted,  the  library  moved  to  a 
larger  room  and  the  old  library  room  converted  into  a  small  parlor.  Carpet  has  been 
laid  in  most  of  the  educational  building.  In  1985  the  church  purchased  a  three 
octave  set  of  handchimes  and  a  four  octive  set  of  handbells  with  memorial  gifts  to 
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the  church.  Most  importantly  the  church  has  experienced  a  steady  growth  in  Sunday 
School  attendance  and  in  Christian  fellowship. 

While  it  has  been  our  purpose  to  trace  the  highlights  of  our  church's  growth 
since  1836,  we  feel  also,  that  recognition  should  be  given  to  those  who  have 
labored  faithfully  in  this  part  of  our  Lord's  vineyard.  Through  the  efforts  of  both  the 
pastors  and  the  laity  a  place  of  worship  and  a  witness  to  God's  redeeming  grace 
has  continued  in  the  Boonville  community.  May  God  be  pleased  that  this  shall  be 
true  until  all  are  called  to  stand  before  Him  in  Eternity. 
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History  of 
Bread  Of  Life  Baptist  Church 

CONSTITUTED  APRIL  20,  1986 


P '.'■.  tR-   i 


Beginnings:  1984 

Bread  Of  Life  Baptist  Church  grew  out  of  a  desire  by  Rev.  Phil  Beavers  to  be 
obedient  to  Christ's  great  commission.  Beavers,  pastor  of  South  Oak  Ridge  Baptis 
Church,  felt  that  a  new  church/mission  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  was  possible.  However,  this  new  work  must  be  non-traditional.  What 
was  needed  was  an  alternative  to  the  older,  established  churches  in  the  association. 
A  fresh  start  for  persons  who  had  become  disgruntled  with  organized  religion  or| 
who  by  divorce,  dispute,  prejudice,  or  repentence  needed  a  new  start  with  Christ, 
became  the  foundation  theory  for  this  planting  project. 

Beavers,  along  with  the  help  of  Yadkin  Associational  Director  of  Missions, 
Clarence  Vassar  and  the  New  Work  Division  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  oi 
North  Carolina,  hired  Phil  Kitchin  to  be  a  summer  missions  worker  in  June  of  1984. 
Kitchin,  a  second  year  seminary  student  at  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  conducted  one  Backyard  Bible  Club  in  Salem  Acres  Trailer  Park,  held, 
informal,  Thursday  night  Bible  Studies  at  the  home  of  South  Oak  Ridge  Members 
Terry  and  Susan  Hall,  and  continued  a  people  search  in  the  Hwy.  801-Hwy.  601  area 
which  the  association  had  begun  earlier  that  year.  The  results  were  dismal.  Only 
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one  woman,  Estelle  Mondy,  a  member  of  Courtney  Baptist  Church,  and  her 
granddaughter  attended  the  Bible  studies.  None  of  the  parents  of  the  children 
attending  the  Backyard  Bible  Club  showed  any  hunger  or  need  for  Christ  and  the 
people  search  showed  little  interest  in  supporting  a  new  church.  These  facts 
became  apparent  quickly  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  the  project. 

However,  at  the  end  of  June,  Vassar  made  arrangements  with  Ken  Baity,  a 
member  of  Courtney  Baptist  Church,  to  rent  a  vacant,  metal  framed  building  which 
Baity  had  been  using  as  a  welding  shop.  Located  near  the  intersection  of  Hwy. 
801-Hwy.  601  and  filled  with  welding  machinery  and  grease,  this  metal  building 
would  soon  transform  into  a  church  facility  where  many  men,  women,  and  children 
would  hear  the  word  of  God  preached  and  yield  themselves  to  the  Lordship  of 
'Jesus  Christ.  But  at  first  it  was  nothing  but  a  dirty,  unused,  hot  welding  shop  with  no 
apparent  future  in  attracting  anyone  to  Christ. 

Along  with  a  new  meeting  place  came  a  new  strategy  for  attracting  those 
persons  whom  Beavers,  Kitchin,  and  Vassar  felt  truly  wanted  to  make  a  new  start  in 
Christ.  The  plan — advertising!  Kitchin  made  up  300  copies  of  a  brochure  identifying 
himself  and  his  wife  Myra,  along  with  their  purpose  for  starting  a  new  church.  He 
hand  delivered  many  of  them,  began  writing  newsletters  and  hand  delivered  them, 
while  Beavers  secured  a  front  page  announcement  in  the  Yadkin  Ripple  newspaper 
telling  of  the  new  work.  An  initial  Sunday  morning  worship  service  was  planned  for 
July  1  at  10:00  to  see  if  this  new  strategy  would  work.  That  Sunday  morning  one 
man,  Larry  Ellis,  attended  the  Bible  study  along  with  Kitchin  and  his  wife.  It  wasn't 
crowds  of  humanity,  but  it  was  a  start.  The  following  Sunday,  they  were  joined  by 
I  Fred  and  Bonnie  Troutman  who  very  shortly  became  Bread  Of  Life's  first  members. 
By  the  end  of  that  summer,  Bread  Of  Life  Chapel,  as  the  new  mission  was  named  by 
Kitchin,  was  attracting  20  to  30  regular  attenders.  In  October,  South  Oak  Ridge  and 
the  association  voted  to  continue  sponsoring  and  supporting  (he  new  work  with 
Kitchin  as  pastor  on  a  part-time  basis.  Kitchin  picked  the  name  Bread  Of  Life  from 
John  6:35  to  honor  Christ  who  is  the  true  Bread  Of  Life. 

Rapid  growth  characterized  Bread  Of  Life's  first  full  year  as  a  mission  chapel. 
|From  a  membership  of  13  in  January  1985,  the  chapel  swelled  to  41  members  by 
■'the  end  of  December.  Seven  new  members  were  received  by  baptism.  The  obvious 
■key  to  this  moving  of  God's  Spirit  and  subsequent  growth  was  prayer. 

During  the  entire  year,  Kitchin  commuted  on  weekends  to  the  chapel  from 

'Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  On  December  14,  he  graduated  from  the 

'school.  Later  that  month,  he  was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  Ministry  by  Calvary  Baptist 

RChurch  of  Winston-Salem  at  the  request  of  Bread  Of  Life  and  was  then  voted  to  be 

he  mission's  first  full-time  pastor.  During  this  year,  Bread  Of  Life  came  under  the 

-vatchcare  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 

On  Sunday,  April  20,  1986,  Bread  Of  Life  Baptist  Chapel  voted  to  change  their 
J'lame  to  Bread  Of  Life  Baptist  Church,  Inc.  and  constitute  as  a  full  church  of  Jesus 
'Christ.  Dr.  Mark  Corts,  pastor  of  Calvary  Baptist,  was  the  main  guest  speaker  at  the 
afternoon's  constitution  celebration,  along  with  Beavers,  Vassar,  and  Kitchin.  Corts 
Challenged  the  baby  congregation  from  the  fourth  chapter  of  John's  Gospel  to 
emember  that  Jesus'  main  concern,  his  sustaining  food,  the  meat  of  His  life  was 
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the  fields  of  people  who  are  ripe  to  harvest  into  God's  Kingdom.  Stressing 
evangelism,  Corts  prayed  that  Bread  Of  Life  would  always  be  a  group  of  laborers  in 
God's  harvest  fields.  Ten  association  churches  were  represented  at  the  service  with 
approximately  1 15  person  present. 

In  1986,  Bread  Of  Life  grew  from  a  membership  of  41  to  54  and  in  October 
became  a  full  member  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 

Although  Bread  Of  Life  grew  from  54  to  63  members  during  1987,  the  need  for 
better  facilities  seemed  to  stagnate  the  movement  of  God's  spirit  and  the  church's; 
personal  outreach.  As  more  people  attended,  the  lack  of  adequate  heating  and 
cooling  and  seating  and  Sunday  School  space  became  overwhelming.  A  building 
fund  was  started,  but  serious  searching  for  a  building  site  or  better  facilities  never 
occurred. 

The  year  1988  began  with  a  shot  of  hope  for  new  facilities.  The  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  voted  to  give  Bread  Of  Life  a  gift  of  $10,000  to  purchase  a  permanent 
building   site   and    begin   construction   of   new   facilities.   Although   the   church 
membership  would  grow  only  from  63  to  69  (all  six  by  baptismj,  this  would  be  the': 
seed  year  for  a  bountiful  harvest  in  1989. 

At  the  1988  June  business  conference,  the  church  voted  to  purchase  2.34  acres; 
and  the  metal  building  in  which  they  were  meeting  from  Ken  Baity.  This  site 
defeated  two  other  sites  located  on  Hwy.  601. 

In  September,  the  architecture  deaprtment  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
drew  renovation  plans  for  this  metal  structure  and  on  the  second  Sunday  in 
October,  Bread  Of  Life's  oldest  member,  Frank  Carter,  and  two  youngest  members, 
Sarah  Whitaker  and  Jeannine  Spillman,  shared  a  shovel  to  break  ground  for  the 
church's  first  construction. 

With  volunteer  laborers  coming  from  14  of  the  29  association  churches  and  a 
committed,  median  adult,  Sunday  School  class  from  Calvary  Baptist,  much  of  the 
interior  framing,  including  a  baptismal  pool,  was  completed  by  the  start  of  1989.  In  j 
February,  the  church  held  its  first  baptismal  service  in  its  own  baptismal  pool. 
Previous  baptisms  had  been  held  at  South  Oak  Ridge  Baptist.  Jeff  Barney  and  Steve 
and  Robin  Pardue  followed  Christ  in  believer's  baptism  in  a  joyful  celebration  of 
thanksgiving  and  commitment  ot  God.  Their  example  unleased  a  flood  of  24  new  j 
members  that  year,  18  by  baptism,  raising  the  church's  membership  to  92. 
Continued  prayer  was  behind  this  marvelous  growth.  In  January,  Bread  Of  Life's 
Sunday  School  was  restructured  into  eight  classes  ranging  from  nursery  to  older 
adults  with  Bryce  Reavis  becoming  the  first  Sunday  School  director. 

On  October  28,  a  public  open  house  to  view  the  completion  of  the  renovated, 
metal  building  was  given.  The  seating  capacity  of  the  worship  area  was  150 
persons.  Sunday  School  space,  a  library,  and  church  offices  comprised  the  4,000 
square  feet  of  this  completed  first  phase.  Work  on  a  rear,  5,760  square  foot  Sunday 
School  building  would  soon  begin. 

Fulfilling  the  demands  of  Jesus'  entire  great  commission  as  recorded  in  Acts  1:8 
has  always  been  a  future  goal  of  Bread  Of  Life.  Yet,  until  the  start  of  1990,  no  one 
had  expressed  a  desire  to  take  a  foreign  country  journey  in  order  to  share  the  good 
news  of  Christ. 
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0  A  five-year  partnership  between  North  Carolina  and  the  state  of  Sao  Paulo, 
||  Brazil,  however,  caught  the  imagination  of  seven  church  members — Tom  and  Cindy 

Whitaker,  Shelia  and  Shannon  Davis,  Judy  Whittaker,  and  Nancy  and  DeAnna  Shore 
y  who  were  Bread  Of  Life's  first  volunteer  missionaries  to  the  city  of  Sao  Carlos, 

Brazil.  Leaving  March  8  for  a  two-week  mission  trip,  these  seven  were  part  of  a  17 
4  member  team  from  the  association  who  helped  three  Baptist  churches  in  Sao 
ij  Carlos  evangelize  their  city.  This  mission  commitment  was  the  result  of  persistent 
ii  prayer. 

1  The  future  of  this  church,  as  with  any  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  tied  up  in  their 
relationship  with  Him.  God's  movement  and  provision  throughout  the  baby  steps  of 
this  congregation  has  always  been  in  response  to  the  persistent  prayers  of  His 

bj  people.  Bread  Of  Life's  future  is  as  bright  as  the  promises  of  God.  But  their  ultimate 
y  prayer  is  the  prayer  of  scripture:  "Even  so,  Come  Lord  Jesus!" 
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History  of 
Charity  Baptist  Church 


v-ln  January  13,  1901,  a  presbytery  met  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Baptist 
church.  The  presbytery  consisted  of  Revs.  E.J.  Adams,  G.F.  Hough,  and  R.P.  Coram. 
It  was  moved  by  Rev.  Coram  and  seconded  by  Rev.  Hough  that  Rev.  Adams  preach 
the  introductory  sermon.  He  took  his  text  from  Matthew  16:18.  After  the  sermon  the 
presbytery  proceeded  in  the  organization  of  the  church.  A  motion  by  Rev.  Coram 
and  seconded  by  Rev.  Hough  that  Rev.  Adams  act  as  moderator.  Rev.  Hough  acted 
as  secretary. 

An  invitation  was  given  by  the  moderator  to  all  having  letters  from  sister 
churches  to  present  them.  The  clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  letters  handed  in  by  the 
members  from  Boonville  Baptist.  Those  presenting  letters  were:  Rev.  R.P.  Coram, 
Amanda  Coram,  Lydia  Coram,  Sanford  Vestal,  Sarah  Vestal,  Minnie  Vestal,' Mamie 
Vestal,  Lula  Vestal,  Seek  Vestal,  Bufort  Vestal,  N.S.  Reece,  and  Thirsa  Vestal.  All 
were  received  in  full  fellowship.  The  moderator  pronounced  them  as  an  organized 
body. 

An  invitation  was  given  to  all  those  who  had  been  baptized  by  Rev.  Coram  to 
come  forward.  Brother  Isacs  Caudle,  Boot  Vestal,  Clinton  Stinson,  Edgar  Reece, 
John  Evans,  Jimmie  Brown,  Aurthur  Collins,  Fonze  Collins,  Etta  Caudle,  Lora 
Collins,  Wilmoth  Collins,  Dora  Brown,  and  Nannie  Coram.  Rev.  Coram  stated  they 
were  eligible  for  church  membership.  They  were  all  received  in  full  fellowship  of 
the  church. 
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The  articles  of  faith  were  read  by  the  clerk  and  accepted.  S.M.  Vestal  was  elected 

j  to  be  ordained  as  deacon  of  the  church.  The  presbytery  presented  to  him  the 

articles  of  faith  which  he  accepted  and  he  was  duly  ordained.  Electing  other 

deacons  were  held  over  until  the  next  meeting.  Rev.  Coram  announced  that  the  next 

i  meeting  would  be  on  the  seconded  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  February.  Preaching 

|  was  on  Saturday  at  2  p.m.,  and  on  Sunday  at  1 1  a.m. 

At  the  next  meeting  eight  more  came  forward  and  presented  letters  for 
J  membership.  Rev.  Coram  was  elected  by  the  church  as  pastor  and  LC.  Stinson  as 
|  church  clerk. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  church  discipline  was  quite  strict.  A  committee  was 

i  appointed  called  the  Spirit  Committee  to  call  upon  a  brother  or  sister  to  inquire  as 

i  to  the  reason  they  were  not  in  their  seat  at  worship.  After  the  visit  the  person  would 

!  appear  before  the  church  to  answer  the  charge  and  ask  the  church's  forgiveness. 

Some  of  the  charges  were  profanity,  heresy,  bad  conduct,  and  being  intoxicated. 

From  the  beginning  there  was  evidence  of  a  missionary  spirit.  The  offerings 
were  small  but  they  began  to  raise  money  for  missions.  This  spirit  continues  to 
;  exist  within  the  church. 

In  the  early  1920's  Hubert  Gwyn  was  licensed  to  preach  and  was  ordained  later. 
!Also  licensed  in  years  to  follow  were:  E.A.  Stinson,  Everette  Gwyn,  and  Bruce 
Stinson. 

On  April  24,  1910,  it  was  voted  to  enlarge  the  church.  Rev.  Coram  appointed  a 

!  committee  to  go  forward  with  the  work.  At  the  time  the  people  were  meeting  in  a 

Ijone  room  log  building,  which  also  served  as  a  school.  Later  it  was  voted  to  pay  S.M. 

Stinson  ten  dollars  for  enough  land  to  give  the  church  one  acre.  This  land  is  now 

part  of  our  cemetery. 

On  October  24,  1926,  a  conference  was  called  to  decide  where  the  present 
-church  would  be  built.  It  was  voted  to  build  over  close  to  the  road  where  the 
'.church  now  stands.  Work  was  begun  and  much  of  the  work  was  done  by  the 
1 members  of  the  church. 

In  1938  a  committee  was  appointed  to  remodel  a  place  for  the  choir. 

On  February  8,  1941,  the  church  voted  to  build  four  new  Sunday  School  class 

rooms. 

I 

The  church  voted  to  go  full  time  instead  of  half-time;  also  to  put  book  racks  and 
glass  holders  on  the  benches  and  new  hymnals  were  ordered. 
I"      The  Enos  Stinson  family  furnished  the  study  in  honor  of  the  founder  of  Charity 
"Baptist,  Rev.  R.P.  Coram.  An  oil  painting  of  Rev.  Coram  hangs  in  the  study. 

In  the  spring  of  1955  plans  were  under  way  for  an  educational  building.  Through 
hard  work  from  the  members,  early  in  1957  we  were  ready  to  move  in. 

On  February  25,  1962,  the  church  voted  to  build  a  pastorium.  It  was  built  and  on 
November  13,  1966,  a  note  burning  was  witnessed  by  the  church  for  final  payment 
3n  our  pastorium. 

Maurice  Vaughn,  a  student  at  Wake  Forest  College  was  called  as  Minister  of 
BMusic  in  1961. 

The  church  was  greatly  appreciative  to  Mary  Jewel  Burton  Melton  for  a  gift  of 
and  joining  our  cemetery  and  to  Oscar  Fleming  for  land  donated  for  a  parking  lot. 
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On  December  10,  1967,  the  church  voted  to  buy  new  pews  for  the  sanctuary, 
cover  the  basement  floors,  pave  the  parking  lot,  and  put  in  a  baptistry. 

On  February  17,  1974,  the  church  voted  to  purchase  additional  land  for 
additional  cemetery  space. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  church  and  the  grounds  over  the 
years  that  have  increased  its  beauty.  A  lot  of  work  has  gone  into  our  church  by  its 
members  who  do  it  for  their  love  of  the  Lord  and  His  people. 

Those  who  have  served  as  pastor  are  as  follows: 

Rev.  R.P.  Coram,  founder  Rev.  B.V.  Broadway 

Rev.  W.M.  Crouse  Rev.  R.L.  Wilson 

Rev.  E.G.  Jordan  Rev.  Ralph  Stanley 

Rev.  E.C.  Norman  Rev.  Richard  Thomas 

Rev.  Jimmy  Haliburton  Rev.  Cecil  Wetherholt 
Rev.  Jim  Martin 

Just  as  surely  as  Jesus  said,  "Upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my  church, "  Charity 
Baptist  is  built  on  that  Rock. 
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History  of 
Courtney  Baptist  Church 


V^ourtney  Baptist  Church  was  formerly  Cross  Roads  Church.  The  name  Cross 
Roads  came  from  the  fact  that  two  main  thoroughfares  crossed  here  in  the 
Antebellum  days.  The  location  of  the  church  as  in  the  official  records  is  described 
as  being  "fourteen  miles  north  of  Mocksville,  seven  miles  south  of  Yadkinville,  and 
seven  miles  west  of  the  historical  old  Shallowford  on  the  Yadkin  River  where 
Cornwallis,  the  British  General,  crossed  the  river  when  he  was  chasing  General 
Greene  from  South  Carolina  to  Virginia."  This  was  a  small  community  known  as  the 
Bryan  Settlement. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  at  Cross  Roads  under  a  brush  arbor  in 
1833  with  Rev.  William  "Uncle  Billy"  Garner,  as  minister.  He  was  baptized  in  1829 
and  started  preaching  in  1831  as  a  licensed  preacher.  He  was  later  ordained  in 
1834. 

The  arbor  was  used  until  September  16,  1835,  when  an  "arm"  of  Eatons  Church 
was  sent  out  to  Cross  Roads  to  work  with  Uncle  Billy  in  organizing  a  new  church. 
The  arm  consisted  of  sixteen  members  who  organized  the  church  with  Elder  John 
Angell  and  Brother  Roby  as  the  council  and  John  Dismukes  as  the  clerk.  Elder 
Garner  was  then  formally  installed  as  pastor  of  the  church  under  the  church 
constitution.  The  sixteen  charter  members  were:  Sally  Baity,  Epudence  Baity, 
Margret  Baity,  William  Baity,  Omar  Cranfield,  Mark  Cranfield,  Samuel  Wishon, 
Barbara  Wishon,  Elizabeth  Wooten,  Moses  Wooten,  Mary  M.  Phillips,  Elder  William 
P.  Lawson,  Emily  Swanson,  Elder  William  Garner,  Sarah  Garner,  and  John 
Cunningham. 
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The  building  of  the  first  house  was  started  in  February  1833.  It  was  located 
where  the  present  graveyard  is  now.  It  is  recorded  that  Brother  Garner  started  this 
house  alone.  When  it  came  time  to  build  the  meeting  house,  no  one  else  showed 
up  and  he  was  overheard  by  a  passerby  to  say,  "Well,  if  no  one  else  comes  to  help, 

I'll  build  it  myself."  He  laid  his  axe  down,  removed  his  coat,  and  set  out  to  do  the 
task  before  him.  Soon  after  he  began  to.  work,  others  came  and  joined  in  to  help. 
This  building  remained  in  an  open  condition  for  some  years.  After  a  few  years 
passed,  it  was  weatherboarded,  a  gallery  was  built,  and  other  repairs  were  made. 
This  house  was  built  by  the  immediate  neighborhood. 

In  March  of  1869,  the  church  agreed  to  build  a  larger  house  of  worship  because 
the  congregation  had  grown  to  be  so  large.  The  new  house  was  fifty  feet  long  and 
thirty  feet  wide.  In  the  summer  of  1873  it  was  completed.  This  served  as  the  place  of 
worship  until  1897  when  it  was  again  remodeled. 

In  1929,  our  present  building  was  begun  across  the  road  from  the  old  house  of 
worship.  It  was  ready  for  occupancy  in  eight  months.  This  new  building  met  the 
needs  of  our  church  which  had  the  first  Sunday  School  in  Yadkin  County  and  was 
the  first  brick  church  in  the  county. 

The  outgrowth  of  new  churches  from  Cross  Roads  Baptist  are:  Sandy  Springs, 
Yadkinville,  Forbush,  Deep  Creek,  South  Oak  Ridge,  and  Turners  Creek. 

Over  the  years,  seven  of  its  members  have  been  ordained  to  the  ministry.  They 
are:  Mark  May,  T.W.  Paris,  Samuel  May,  S.S.  May,  Clarence  Shore,  Jimmy  Martin,  and 
Randy  Morris. 

The  first  mention  of  a  Sunday  School  at  Cross  Roads  was  noted  in  our  minutes 
on  December  21,  1890,  with  Bro.  G.W.  Baity  serving  as  the  superintendent.  On 
December  24,  1926.  is  the  first  mention  of  our  church  having  a  Christmas  program 
and  the  exchanging  of  gifts.  The  site  of  our  present  sanctuary  was  known  as  the  old 
"Academy  Property." 

Our  first  parsonage  was  completed  in  the  fall  of  1947  and  Rev.  A.C.  Cheshire  and 
his  family  moved  in  to  serve  us  as  our  first  full-time  pastor.  Under  their  leadership, 
our  church  began  to  grow  and  we  had  one  of  the  largest  Training  Unions  in  the 
Yadkin  Association. 

The  name  of  the  church  was  changed  to  Courtney  Baptist  on  March  9,  1952.  A 
much  needed  educational  building  was  built  in  1958.  This  provided  additional 
classrooms,  a  large  finished  basement  including  a  built-in  kitchen.  In  1963  the 
pavilion  was  built  providing  a  place  for  family  dinners  and  gathers  for  the  church 
community. 

The  first  parsonage  was  sold  in  1970  to  H.K.  and  Cleo  Miller,  and  a  new  one  was 
built  behind  the  church.  Jimmy  Martin  and  his  family  were  the  first  to  live  in  this 
new  parsonage. 

As  our  church  grew  it  was  determined  that  we  again  needed  more  space.  A 
survey  was  taken  and  it  was  decided  to  build  a  new  educational  building  to  give  us 
more  classrooms,  a  large  fellowship  hall  to  serve  our  needs  for  social  functions 
such  as  wedding  receptions,  anniversary  celebrations.  Children's  Church  Assembly, 
Wednesday  night  family  night,  etc.  This  was  built  at  a  cost  of  a  little  over  $250,000-. 
The  financing  of  the  unpaid  balance  was  by  selling  bonds  to  church  members.  The 
retirement  of  this  debt  will  soon  be  paid  off.  The  date  of  this  new  building  was  1984. 
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On  October  6,  1985,  another  important  date  took  place  in  the  life  of  our  church. 
This  was  the  day  for  celebrating  our  "Sesquicentennial"  ( 150  years)  as  a  church.  It 
was  a  full  day  of  praise  and  worship  for  all  of  those  who  attended.  We  had  pastors 
from  our  past,  a  representative  from  the  Biblical  Recorder,  representatives  from 
"The  Arms  of  Our  Church,"  our  Associational  Missionary,  and  Rev.  J.C.  Shore,  one 
of  the  ministers  who  was  ordained  by  our  church.  This  was  truly  a  day  for 
celebrating  our  heritage! 

Ours  .has  been  a  church  on  the  move.  On  April  20,  1987,  we  took  on  another  big 
step  in  the  life  of  our  church.  Several  of  our  men  began  the  task  of  tearing  out  the 
partitions  and  getting  ready  for  major  renovation  to  our  sanctuary.  With  a  lot  of 
sweat  and  labor  donated  by  our  members,  and  under  the  leadership  of  Gene  Ellis, 
the  contractor,  and  his  helpers,  we  were  able  to  see  the  completion  of  this 
renovation  project  and  had  a  day  of  celebration  and  dedication  on  August  9,  1987. 
This  project  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $51,174.39.  This  project  consisted  of  moving 
the  baptistry  further  back  and  putting  the  choir  loft  behind  the  pulpit,  getting  new 
pews  and  hymnals,  new  carpet,  new  light  fixtures,  textured  ceilings,  and  trim 
around  the  walls  and  windows.  The  two  hundred  and  fifty  new  hymnals  were 
donated  by  three  of  our  families  at  a  cost  of  $1,402.57.  The  total  cost  of  the  new 
pews  was  $17,847.70  and  they  too  were  given  by  members,  or  children  of  deceased 
members  in  memory  of  their  loved  ones.  When  the  day  came  for  dedication,  it  was 
truly  a  great  day!  God  had  been  with  us  during  this  task  and  had  guided  us  to  its 
end.  What  a  day  for  rejoicing  and  it  was  paid  for  in  its  entirety! 

As  we  have  taken  a  look  at  our  past,  let  us  look  to  the  future  with  a  hope  and 
determination  that  we  shall  continue  to  be  the  "LIGHTHOUSE"  set  on  a  hill  that  will 
continue  to  shine  for  our  MASTER  AND  LORD!  Let  us  go  forth  like  a  mighty  army 
carrying  forth  His  banner  with  a  zeal,  determining  to  be  winners  in  the  battle  for 
right! 

PASTORS  OF  OUR  PAST  AND  PRESENT 


Name 

Elder  William  Garner 
Elder  William  Richards 
Elder  Mark  May 
Elder  N.S.  Chaffin 
Elder  Thomas  Miller 
Elder  N.S.  Chaffin 
Elder  A.  Redmon 
Elder  C.W.  Bessent 
Elder  F.C.  Jones 
Elder  N.S.  Chaffin 
Elder  W.G.  Brown 
Elder  N.S.  Chaffin 
Elder  T.W.  Paris 
Elder  W.G.  Brown 


Date 

1835-1842 
1842-1846 
1846-1848 
1848-1850 
1850-1851 
1851-1854 
1854-1857 
1857-1858 
1858-1860 
1860-1861 
1861-1862 
1862-1864 
1864-1868 
1868-1879 


Name 

Elder  S.S.  May 

Rev.  A.L.  McLendon 

Rev.  E.W.  Turner 

Rev.  G.E.  Burrus 

Rev.  J.G.  Murray 

Rev.  W.L.  McSwaim 

Rev.  R.E.  Adams 

Rev.  V.H.  Harrell  4/1 

Rev.  R.L.  West 

Rev.  Charles  Matthews* 

Rev.  William  T.  Adams 

Rev.  E.W.  McMurray 

Rev.  A.C.  Cheshire+ 

Dr.  Raymond  E.  Connell 


Date 

1917-1918 

1918-1919 

1919-1920 

1921-1925 

1925-1927 

1927-1930 

1930-1937 

938-12/1938 

1939-1941 

11   42-6  43 

6,  43-12/44 

1945-1947 

1947-1951 

1952-1953 


i 
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Elder  J. H.  Lewellyn 
Elder  S.S.  May 
Elder  W.G.  Brown 
Elder  V.M.  Swaim 
Vacant 

Rev.  J.J.  Beach 
Rev.  R.P.  Corum 
Rev.  G.F.  Hoge 
Rev.  B.F.  Rollins 
Rev.  E.W.  Turner 


1879-1880 
1880-1882 
1882-1895 
1895-1900 
1900-1901 
1901-1906 
1906-1908 
1908-1910 
1910-1915 
1915-1917 


Rev.  W.T.  Bassett 
Rev.  Melvyn  Curlee 
Rev.  E.D.  Flowers 
Rev.  W.C.  Manley 
Rev.  M.T.  Gales 
Rev.  Jim  H.  Martin 
Rev.  O.M.  Burckhalter 
Rev.  Kenneth  E.  Pittman 
Rev.  R.  Vincent  Young 


1954-1956 
1956-1960 
1961-1963 
1963-1967 
1968-1970 
1971-1974 
1975-1980 
1981-1986 
1987-Present 


Supply  Pastor       +  -  First  Full  Time  Pastor  -  beginning  of  full  time  services 
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History  of 
Deep  Creek  Baptist  Church 


J\  Deep  Creek  Baptist  Church  was  constituted  about  1777  and  was  located  two 
miles  east  of  the  present  building.  This  church  disbanded  from  this  community  and 
a  portion  of  it  moved  to  the  northern  part  of  the  county  and  became  Deep  Creek 
Primitive  Baptist  Church. 

During  the  year  of  1883,  the  Shore  School  House  was  erected.  Immediately, 
Annanias  Legans  and  Tom  Groce  from  the  Cross  Roads  (Courtney)  Baptist  Church 
began  conducting  Sunday  School.  The  next  summer  a  board  roof  arbor  was  erected 
and  a  revival  was  held  in  the  fall.  Fifty  people  made  professions  of  faith.  On 
Saturday,  November  19,  1884,  Deep  Creek  Baptist  church  was  organized  with  53 
members. 

In  1885,  a  house  of  worship  was  constructed.  Almost  half  a  century  later,  in 
1929,  ten  Sunday  School  rooms  were  added. 

On  April  23,  1958,  the  church  voted  to  build  a  pastorium.  Land  across  the  road 
from  the  church  was  purchased  and  the  pastorium  erected.  In  November  1961  the 
note  burning  and  dedication  service  took  place. 

With  this  indebtedness  taken  care  of,  in  May  1963  the  church  voted  to  begin  the 
first  phase  of  a  new  church  building  program.  On  July  4,  1965,  there  was  a  ground 
breaking  ceremony  and  on  May  1,  1966,  the  three-story  building  containing  36 
classrooms  was  put  into  use. 

The  church  voted  on  Sunday,  January  28,  1968,  to  build  a  new  sanctuary  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  330.  The  dedication  ceremonv  was  held  Sundav,  September  26, 
1971. 
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We  were  proud  to  be  able  to  pay  the  sanctuary  note  in  full  four  years  ahead  of 
the  original  payment  agreement. 

The  church  building  and  grounds  are  a  living  testimonial  to  living  members  and 
to  those  who  have  gone  to  their  reward.  Much  of  the  building  and  its  furnishings 
were  made  possible  with  memorial  gifts. 

We  at  Deep  Creek  feel  blessed  and  we  are  proud  of  our  tradition  and  treasure  its 
value,  but  we  are  also  aware  that  God's  Kingdom  is  a  progressive  one.  Deep  Creek 
Baptist  Church  has  a  history  of  being  represented  at  Convention  and  associational 
meetings. 

The  deacons  have  played  an  important  role  in  the  development  of  the  church. 
The  day  after  the  church  was  organized,  the  first  two  deacons  were  ordained.  They 
were  Benjamin  Shore  and  Frank  Gough.  In  the  late  '50's  the  church  adopted  the 
rotating  deacon  plan.  In  1978  Melva  Legans  Gough  was  elected  and  became  the  first 
ordained  woman  deacon  in  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  Women  continue  to 
serve  faithfully  on  the  board. 

Even  though  the  church  is  106  years  old,  it  has  a  history  of  longevity  in 
pastorates  for  only  thirteen  have  served  the  church.  They  are:  Rev.  Jones  Angell, 
Rev.  T.D.  Casstevens,  Rev.  Virgil  Swaim,  Rev.  T.C.  Myers,  Rev.  S.S.  May,  Rev.  J.G. 
Allgood,  Rev.  M.F.  Reavis,  Rev.  Warren  Norman,  Rev.  E.W.  McMurray,  Rev.  Eugene 
Burris,  Rev.  John  P.  Reed,  Rev.  Bill  Yates,  and  Rev.  Dan  Stanley.  Dr.  Ron  Davis  has 
served  as  pastor  since  May,  1988. 

A  highlight  in  the  history  of  the  church  was  the  celebration  of  the  Centennial 
Year  in  1984.  Special  events  were  planned  for  each  month  of  the  year.  Five  living 
pastors  returned  to  preach  on  special  occasions.  The  grand  finale  was  on  Sunday, 
December  9,  1984,  with  Dr.  Randall  Lolly,  President  of  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  preaching  the  sermon. 

In  1988  the  front  of  the  building  was  enhanced  by  adding  a  wrought  iron 
handicapped  entrance  to  the  sanctuary.  Also  in  1988  the  church  hired  a  part-time 
Youth  Director. 

Space  limits  a  recording  of  all  that  has  gone  on  at  Deep  Creek  to  carry  on  the 
great  heritage  that  has  been  ours,  but  we  have  strived  to  make  changes  to  keep  the 
church  related  to  the  times  and  at  the  same  time  hold  on  to  the  valued 
commitments  made  by  our  forefathers. 
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History  of 
East  Bend  Baptist  Church 


1  hree  miles  west  of  East  Bend,  on  the  road  to  Rockford  on  the  plantation  of 
Thomas  Hall,  III,  under  a  brush  arbor  one  hundred  and  forty-three  years  ago  (1847), 
a  Camp  Meeting  was  being  held.  People  came  in  their  covered  wagons,  on 
horseback,  and  in  buggies  from  Davidson,  Forsythe,  Stokes,  and  Surry  Counties  to 
attend  and  hear  the  message  of  God's  servants  and  to  sing  the  old  time  hymns  and 
have  a  "Good  time  in  the  Lord."  Out  of  this  Camp  Meeting  was  born  Mt.  Gilead 
Baptist  Church.  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  December  1847.  This  church 
nad  a  charter  membership  of  thirteen. 

In  January  1848  the  church  was  constructed  by  A.  Roby  and  Elder  William  G. 
3rown.  Two  deacons  were  ordained,  Thomas  H.  Poindexter  and  Jeremial  Glenn. 
Thomas  Poindexter  was  appointed  first  clerk.  The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was 
Denson  A.  Poindexter,  appointed  January  22,  1848. 

In  the  winter,  their  meetings  were  held  in  a  tenant's  house  which  was  a  log 
:abin  near  the  arbor. 

In  June  1850,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  III,  offered  to  donate  the  grounds  near  the  spot  of 
;he  Camp  Meeting  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  church.  However,  in  December  of 
hat  year  it  was  decided  by  a  large  majority  that  the  church  house  was  to  be  built  at 
^ast  Bend. 

According  to  the  minutes,  the  new  meeting  house  at  East  Bend  was  completed 
;  iround  August  of  1851.  An  entry  for  that  date  states:  "Our  next  meeting  to  be  at  the 
lew  meeting  house  at  East  Bend." 
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The  trials  and  tribulations  of  this  church  were  no  different  from  the  other  Baptist 
churches  of  that  day.  There  were  many  trials  and  expulsions  of  members  on  such 
charges  as  "drinking  too  much,"  "non-attendance,"  "fornication  and  adultery," 
"stealing  and  lying,"  etc. 

On  August  19,  1867,  some  of  the  members  broke  away  from  the  Mount  Gilead 
Church  and  organized  a  church  at  Bean  Shoal  School  House,  across  the  river  in 
Surry  County. 

In  May  1882,  it  was  moved  a  new  building  be  constructed.  The  size  of  the 
church  was  to  be  36x54  feet  with  a  belfry  on  it. 

In  June  1885,  on  the  motion  of  J.H.  Jenkins  the  name  of  Mount  Gilead  Baptist 
Church  was  changed  to  East  Bend  Baptist  Church. 

In  April  1945  the  church  voted  to  build  a  new  building  rather  than  remodel  the 
old  one.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  raise  funds  and  plans  were  made  to  build  a 
sanctuary  with  adjoining  educational  plant  of  twenty-two  rooms. 

Work  was  begun  on  the  new  building  in  September  1951.  The  first  worship 
service  in  the  new  church  was  in  March  of  1953. 

In  1956  the  church  voted  to  build  a  pastorium.  This  building  was  completed  in 
1958. 

In  1966  a  lot  was  donated  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  picnic  and  recreation 
shelter. 

Through  the  years  the  parking  area  around  the  church  has  been  paved,  storm 
windows  have  been  installed  in  all  windows,  and  all  outside  woodwork  covered 
with  aluminum.  Auditorium  memorial  windows  were  covered  with  Lucite. 

In  1984  extra  tracts  adjoining  church  property  were  bought  for  expansion  when 
needed.  Also  in  that  year  the  church  accepted  responsibility  for  the  East  Bend 
Memorial  Park  Cemetery  as  a  gift  from  one  of  its  members. 

In  1989  the  church  purchased  a  van  for  use  in  various  church  activities. 

At  last  report  to  the  association  the  church  listed  a  membership  of  162  resident 
members  and  a  Sunday  School  enrollment  of  97. 

Pastors  who  have  served  the  church  are:  Rev.  Mr.  McClendon,  Rev.  J.W.  Bryant, 
Rev.  Charlie  Myers,  Rev.  R.E.  Adams,  Rev.  J.G.  Allgood,  Rev.  T.S.  Draughn,  Rev. 
Richard  Young,  Rev.  J.C.  Shore,  Rev.  John  C.  Wells,  (first  full  time  pastor)  Rev. 
Richard  B.  Day,  Rev.  Tim  Bryant,  Rev.  L.L  McGee,  Rev.  Frank  B.  Wood,  Rev.  James 
Byrd,  Rev.  Carlton  Mitchell,  Rev.  Jimmie  Moore,  Rev.  Michael  Corbett,  Rev.  Hack 
Frye,  Rev.  David  Brown,  Rev.  Carnie  Shugart,  and  Rev.  Wm.  D.  Brummett,  the  present 
pastor. 

Our  prayer  is  that  God  will  continue  to  bless  East  Bend  Baptist  Church  to  the 
end  that  all  who  come  under  its  influence  will  be  drawn  closer  to  the  Master,  that 
His  will  may  be  done,  His  Holy  name  glorified  and  magnified  among  us. 
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History  of 
Enon  Baptist  Church 


vJne  paper  dated  1851  shows  it  was  even  then  in  the  minds  of  the  people  to 
have  a  church  at  Enon. 

September  1858  eight  members  of  Union  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Davidson  County, 
(now  Forsyth  County)  were  dismissed  to  start  meeting  at  Enon,  Yadkin  County. 

In  1858-59  J.J.  Conrad  gave  3.27  acres  of  land  for  a  church  building  and 
cemetery.  They  erected  a  one  room  building,  sanctuary  with  balcony.  The  balcony 
was  for  slave  members  (colored  people).  Seating  capacity  was  150.  This  building 
was  dedicated  on  the  first  Sunday  of  August  1859.  Brother  Joseph  B.  Solomon 
preached  a  dedication  sermon  to  a  large  and  attentive  audience.  People  of  this 
sparsely  settled  community  gathered  for  the  occasion. 

On  Monday  after  the  first  Sunday  in  August  1859,  a  very  appropriate  sermon  was 
delivered  by  Brother  Solomon  from  John  16:33.  The  people  who  had  come  from 
Union  Hill  Church  the  previous  year  now  came  forward  and  were  organized  into  a 
Baptist  church  called  by  the  name  of  Enon,  because  of  nearby  water.  These  charter 
members  were: 

1.  John  J.  Conrad  4.  E.A.  Kinyoun  7.  Margaret  Smith 

2.  Elizabeth  Conrad  5.  Sarah  Binkley  8.  John  (Colored) 

3.  William  A.  Conrad  6.  Mary  Brann  slave  of  Tyre  Glenn 

The  church  was  then  presented  with  a  Bible  as  our  own  ground  work  of  faith, 
believing  in  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament. 

Articles  of  faith  were  then  adopted  of  Union  Hill  (The  Mother  Church). 
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We  have  a  copy  of: 

1.  The  Articles  of  Faith 

2.  Their  original  Church  Covenant 

3.  How  they  were  to  conduct  business 

4.  A  very  easy  to  understand  copy  of  what  seems 
to  be  an  interpretation  of  Robert's  Rules  of 
Order 

The  first  church  conference  was  in  September  1859.  The  church  was  admitted  to 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association  in  October  1859.  In  May  of  1860  membership  increased 
to  eleven.  Rachel  Spillman  was  the  first  person  to  be  baptized.  She  was  baptized  in 
May  of  1860. 

BUILDING  OCCUPIED 

It  appears  they  first  met  in  the  Red  Plains  School  Building.  Then  they  built  the 
church  as  described. previously. 

FOUNDING  MINISTRY 

Enon  Baptist  Church  was  instrumental  in  founding  Lewisville  Baptist  Church. 
Lewisville  was  organized  in  1881.  In  April  1881,  Enon,  at  the  request  of  certain 
Brethren  and  Sisters  of  Lewisville,  appointed  trustees  to  receive  and  hold  land  upon 
which  they  expected  soon  to  erect  a  Baptist  church.  Lewisville  Church  is  now  in  its 
third  building,  first  two  having  burned. 

It  also  beleived  that  Enon  was  instrumental  in  the  early  years  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Winston-Salem  when  a  family  by  the  name  of  Early  moved  from  Enon  to 
Winston-Salem  where  they  had  a  goods/furniture  store.  Some  say  Enon  helped  with 
the  West  Bend  Baptist  Church,  but  no  records  could  be  found  to  substantiate  these 
two  items.  (Due  to  a  fire  in  a  member's  home,  some  of  the  early  records  were 
destroyed.) 

PASTORS 


W.G.  Brown 

1859-1862 

R.E.  Adams 

1926-1931 

Moses  Baldwin 

1863-1867 

E.T.  Simms 

1932-1937 

William  Turner 

1868-1874 

W.D.  Turner 

1938-1941 

Pinkney  Oliver 

1875-1878 

Charles  Matthews 

-1942 

C.C.  Haymore 

1879-1887 

W.D.  Williamson 

-1943 

Rufus  Crews 

1888-1892 

E.A.  Long 

1944-1947 

S.S.  May 

1893-1894 

J.C.  Shore 

1948-1959 

R.M.  Loftis 

W.T.  Bassett 

1959-1964 

Willie  Nichols 

-1901 

Grady  Burgiss 

1966-1967 

T.C.  Myers 

1902-1905 

Roger  Patterson 

1967-1971 

J.T.  Kirk 

1906-1915 

Roy  Young 

1972-1983 

J.W.  Bryant 

1916-1919 

Bob  Belford 

1984-present 

S.F.  Morton 

1920-1925 
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History  of 
Flat  Rock  Baptist  Church 

HAMPTOIWILLE,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


riat  Rock  Baptist  Church  is  one  of  the  oldest  Baptist  churches  in  North 
Carolina.  It  is  the  Mother  church  of  many  Western  North  Carolina  churches.  Flat 
Rock  Baptist  Church  was  in  existence  before  1783.  Tradition  and  records  show  that 
Henry  Hampton  was  clerk  as  far  back  as  1743.  The  most  reliable  date  that  the 
church  has  is  June  10,  1783.  The  church  was  originally  called  Petty's  Meeting  House 
and  Hunting  Creek,  but  in  1802  it  became  known  as  Flat  Rock  Baptist  Church. 

The  first  building  was  already  in  existence  prior  to  1783.  The  church  minutes  at 
the  time  state  that  it  was  in  need  of  repair.  Four  frame  church  buildings  and  one  log 
building  superseded  the  present  brick  construction.  The  log  building  and  one  frame 
building  superseded  Petty's  Meeting  House  which  was  repaired  in  1787.  With  this 
information  the  church  could  have  been  in  existence  as  early  as  1700. 

William  Petty  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church.  He  served  as  pastor  until 
September  1800.  The  church  was  without  a  pastor  until  October  1805  when  William 
Cook  was  called. 

Many  of  the  churches  that  Flat  Rock  was  the  Mother  Church  still  exist  today 
under  the  same  name.  Some  of  these  are  Grassy  Knob  in  Northern  Iredell, 
constituted  in  1789.  Eaton's  now  in  Davie  County,  Bear  Creek  in  Davie  County  was 
constituted  in  1792,  Cub  Creek  in  Wilkes  constituted  in  1794,  Deep  Ford  in  Wilkes 
constituted  in  June   1796,  and  Warrior  River  in  May  1799.  When  William  Petty 
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resigned  as  pastor  in  1800,  he  did  so  to  go  further  west  to  continue  the  missionary 
effort. 

Prior  to  the  formation  of  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  the  churches  of  this  area, 
along  with  Flat  Rock,  belonged  to  the  Strawberry  Association,  which  was  formed  in 
1776  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia.  In  1786  Petty  led  Flat  Rock  to  invite  other  churches 
west  of  the  Yadkin  in  North  Carolina  and  some  just  across  the  line  in  Virginia  to 
send  delegates  to  Flat  Rock.  These  met  as  a  branch  of  the  Strawberry  Association  in 
1786  through  1789.  These  formed  the  base  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  On 
August  28,  1790,  the  organizational  meeting  was  held  at  Eaton's  Meeting  House, 
which  at  that  time  was  a  mission  of  Flat  Rock. 

Petty's  Meeting  House  stood  until  1913.  In  1913  the  present  building  was 
constructed  at  a  cost  of  $1,717.93.  It  was  bricked  and  remodeled  in  1938.  In  1953, 
when  Guy  Cain  was  pastor,  it  was  remodeled  again  and  the  C.A.  Bell  heirs  gave  the 
church  about  two  acres  of  land  on  which  the  educational  building  and  later  the 
parsonage  were  built.  In  1973  a  fellowship  building  was  built.  In  1978  the  sanctuary 
was  remodeled  again. 

The  first  Sunday  School  was  taught  by  Johnny  Johnson.  They  would  read  the 
Bible  all  day.  Those  who  could  not  read  were  taught  to  read  during  this  time  using 
the  Bible.  It  can  be  said  that  Johnny  Johnson  was  the  pioneer  in  Sunday  School 
work  in  this  state.  He  was  the  first  man  to  sponsor  a  Sunday  School  movement  in 
this  county. 

The  forefathers  of  Flat  Rock  Baptist  Church  were  diligent  in  the  evangelizing  of 
surrounding  counties  and  the  establishing  of  new  churches.  In  1790  Flat  Rock 
reported  124  baptisms.  Today  the  church  continues  to  reach  out.  The  present 
pastor,  Johnny  Enloe,  along  with  four  other  members,  spent  time  in  1989  in  Brazil 
on  the  mission  field.  One  member  did  mission  work  in  Botswana,  Africa,  and 
another  in  West  Virginia.  Along  with  these  mission  endeavors  members  have  served 
in  Togo,  Africa,  and  others  in  West  Virginia.  In  the  spring  of  1990  four  members 
returned  to  Brazil. 

There  have  been  thirty-two  pastors  serving  Flat  Rock  Baptist  Church  from  her 
beginning.  William  Green  Brown  served  the  longest,  thirty-three  years.  The  following 
have  served  the  church  as  pastors:  William  Petty,  — -  Walker,  William  Cook.  William 
Britton,  John  Angel,  Daniel  Windsor,  Jack  B.  Adam,  William  Greene  Brown,  William 
A.  Myers,  Stanley  S.  May,  Virgil  M.  Swaim,  John  G.  Weatherman,  John  W.  Burchette, 
John  H.  Martin,  J.J.  Beach,  W.W.  Vanhoy,  Louis  Baxter  Murray,  Moses  H.  Prcvctte, 
E.W.  Turner,  James  Jester,  Marvin  Linlcy,  L.M.  Hollowav,  S.B.  Wilson,  W.F.  Linney, 
Richard  L  West,  G.D.  White,  Guy  S.  Cain,  Albert  R.  Hastings,  John  T.  Edwards, 
Phillip  Parker,  David  Witt,  and  Johnny  L.  Enloe,  the  present  pastor. 
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Summary  History  of 
Forbush  Baptist  Church 

(Abstracted  from  the  unpublished  Original  Centennial 
History  and  the  more  recent  church  record) 


Torbush  Baptist  Church  originated  in  1876,  the  Centennial  Year  of  American 
independence  and  the  closing  year  of  the  era  of  Reconstruction  following  the  Civil 
War  of  1861-5.  The  years  of  Reconstruction  had  been  difficult  and  trying  for  the 
South,  marked  by  deprivation  and  poverty  for  the  southern  people.  Despite  such 
unfavorable  circumstances,  our  people  here  in  Forbush  triumphed  in  their  pioneer 
endeavor  to  established  a  Baptist  church. 

Seeking  the  roots  of  our  church,  we  can  go  back  to  the  organization  of  Eaton's 
Baptist  Church  in  Davie  County;  then  to  a  child  of  Eaton's,  Cross  Roads  (or 
Chinquapin),  now  Courtney  Baptist  Church,  organized  in  1835.  Courtney  is  the 
mother-church  of  Forbush.  Courtney's  Minutes  reveal  a  motion  there,  as  of 
September  20,  1873,  to  found  an  "arm"  of  Courtney  at  Shermer's  Schoolhouse  in 
Forbush.  This  schoolhouse  stood  immediately  south  of  the  present-day  residence  of 
the  late  Gwyn  Shermer,  Jr.,  approximately  a  mile  southeast  of  the  present  church 
site.  This  schoolhouse,  the  first  scene  of  Forbush  Baptist  worship,  was  a  log 
construction.  A  further  action  of  Cross  Roads  that  same  day  in  1873  set  aside  $2.75 
for  home  missions  to  the  work  at  Forbush. 

The  Cross  Roads  men  of  the  new  "arm"  convened  at  Shermer's  Schoolhouse  on 
October  3,  1873,  and,  after  some  preliminaries,  opened  the  "arm"  for  membership. 
Five  local  men  were  received  as  charter  members  and  later  baptized. 
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On  May  15,  1875,  a  report  from  Shermer's  Schoolhouse  promised  that  the 
Forbush  "arm"  of  Cross  Roads  was  evolving  into  the  beginning  of  an  independent 
church,  because  it  reported  that  "our  congregation  is  large  .  .  .,"  and  indicated  that 
the  community  of  Forbush  needed  a  church  building  in  lieu  of  a  schoolhouse.  Of 
incidental  interest  is  the  fact  that  the  early  reports  from  Shermer's  Schoolhouse  to 
Cross  Roads  spell  the  community  and  church  name  as  "FAWBUSH,"  a 
pronunciation  still  heard  in  the  community. 

"A  request  from  Fawbush,"  August  6,  1876,  petitioned  the  "Moderator  and 
Brethren  of  Cross  Roads  Church"  to  organize  formally  a  church  in  Forbush. 
Apparently  a  more  formal  petition  to  the  same  effect  was  presented  to  Cross  Roads 
from  Forbush  on  August  19,  1876.  The  mother-church  designated  three  of  its  elders 
to  sit  "as  presbytery"  in  September  1876  to  constitute  Forbush  as  an  independent 
body  in  Christ  and  as  a  new  church.  Thus  the  preliminary  steps  leading  to  the 
formal  organization  of  Forbush  Baptist  Church  encompassed  exactly  three  years, 
September  1873  to  September  1876. 

The  first  church  building  on  the  present  church  site  was  described  by  earlier 
church  historians  as  of  log  construction,  about  forty  feet  long  and  thirty  wide,  with 
two  doors  and  seven  windows.  We  have  no  record  of  the  date  of  its  construction, 
and  after  some  use  as  a  church,  it  was  moved  from  the  site  and  used  as  a 
schoolhouse.  A  new  frame  church  was  constructed  in  1890  on  the  site. 

The  first  recorded  meeting  of  the  church  as  a  fully-constituted  and  independent 
congregation  occurred  on  Saturday,  September  22,  1876,  when  "Elder"  (most 
familiarly  known  in  later  years  as  "Reverend")  Stanley  S.  May,  the  first  pastor, 
preached.  Reverend  May  was  a  remarkable  man,  a  Confederate  Veteran,  and  was 
reported  as  having  lived  in  active  life  until  his  death  on  October  1,  1936,  at  the  age 
of  101.  At  its  second  meeting  the  next  day  (September  23,  1876),  the  new 
congregation  heard  the  reading  of  its  first  letter  to  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 

In  its  earlier  years,  the  church  held  few,  or  no,  meetings  in  the  winter  months, 
according  to  its  Minutes,  and  each  omission  was  indicated  as  "no  meeting." 
Undoubtedly,  these  omissions  were  due  to  difficulties  of  travel  and  lack  of  heat  in 
the  building. 

The  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  appears  to  have  met  for  its  first  time  with 
Forbush  in  August  1878. 

The  church's  early  records  do  not  represent  the  women  as  leaders,  they  were 
only  passive  followers,  while  the  men  exercised  all  the  leadership  activities  and 
filled  all  positions. 

Moral  and  religious  charges  against  individual  members  were  public  concerns 
of  the  church  in  its  first  half-century,  and  it  took  open  and  public  action  on  these 
personal  matters.  Typical  charges  were  fornication,  adultery,  drunkenness, 
gambling,  "contempt  of  the  church,"  and  "heresy"  (one  can  only  surmise  the 
meaning  of  these  last  two,  the  record  does  not  explain  them ). 

In  the  new  frame  church  building  of  1890,  the  men  sat  on  the  left  and  the 
women  on  the  right  lor  services;  and  there  were  only  two  "grades"  in  Sunday 
School:  the  "card  class"  for  children  and  the  "adult  class"  for  those  older. 

The  Lord's  Slipper  was  observed  only  once  annually  in  the  earlier  years. 
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Concerning  innovations  and  modem  developments,  the  church  budget  for  1938 
appears  to  have  been  the  first.  Every-Sunday  preaching  services  commenced  in 
1943,  and  in  1948-51  the  parsonage  was  constructed.  The  library  ministry  began  in 
1954.  The  outdoor  shed,  called  "The  hut,"  and  its  grill  furnace  were  added  to  the 
physical  structure  in  1955-6.  The  choir  was  adorned  in  robes  for  the  first  time  in 
1958.  A  monthly  Newsletter  service  originated  in  1972  and  became  weekly  in  1974, 
after  the  first  church  secretary  had  been  employed  in  1973.  The  first  pictorial 
directory  was  authorized  in  1972,  and  1973  also  saw  employment  of  the  first  church 
youth  worker,  the  purchase  of  a  mimeograph  machine,  stained  glass  windows 
authorized,  adoption  of  the  church  bulletin,  and  the  authorization  to  pave  the 
parking  lot  between  the  church  and  the  parsonage  occured  in  1974.  Purchase  of  the 
first  church  van  and  of  equipment  for  the  children's  playground  were  events  of 
1975. 

The  1890  frame  church  building  had  been  enlarged  in  1947-8  by  the  addition  of 
classrooms  and  other  major  renovations,  but  the  largest  and  most  substantial 
rebuilding  program  of  all  occurred  over  the  years  1963-7,  under  the  pastorate  and 
leadership  of  Rev.  J.C.  Shore,  when  the  frame  building  and  its  improvements  were 
removed  from  the  site  and  the  modern  and  present  brick  structure  was  erected. 

On  September  19,  1976,  the  church  community  in  special  services  celebrated 
the  completion  of  the  first  century  of  the  church,  having  denominated  that  day  as 
"Centennial  Sunday." 

Pastors  regular  and  interim  at  Forbush  Baptist  have  been:  S.S.  May,  T.D. 
Casstevens,  S.F.  Conrad,  R.R.  Day,  J.T.  Jenkins,  S.D.  Swaim,  J.J.  Angell,  W.E.  Nichols, 
J.J.  Beach,  T.C.  Myers,  O.J.  Martin,  J.N.  Binkley,  S.L.  Morton,  J.T.  Murray,  D.E.  Deaton, 
B.K.  Mason,  C.E.  Parker,  C.C.  Prince,  W.K.  McGee,  J.C.  Shore  (pastor  twice),  J.D. 
Whisnant,  H.A.  McKinney,  R.K.  Redwin,  J.H.  Pernell,  Sr.,  C.C.  Knight,  W.T.  Adams, 
Gene  Pettit,  Daniel  A.  Hix,  Chris  Gambill,  and  currently  John  D.  Wilkinson. 


243 


History  of 
Friendship  Baptist  Church 


O 


'n  May  15,  1870,  a  presbytery  from  Union  Grove  Baptist  Church,  met  with 
some  brethren,  at  a  log  schoolhouse  known  as  White  Oak  Limb.  They  organized  a 
church  and  met  in  the  log  schoolhouse  with  a  dirt  floor  and  hewn  benches  for 
religious  services  for  eighteen  years.  Sunday  School  was  only  held  in  the  summer 
months. 

In  1886,  I.C.  Poindexter  gave  one  acre  of  land  to  the  White  Oak  Limb 
Schoolhouse  lot,  which  is  part  of  the  cemetery  today.  In  1888,  a  new  one  room 
church  was  built  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Friendship.  Sunday  School  and 
worship  services  were  held  in  this  one  room  until  1913.  At  that  time  a  pulpit  and 
belfry  were  added.  In  1940,  six  rooms  were  added  across  the  back,  and  the  inside 
remodeled.  In  1952,  a  central  heating  system  and  stained  glass  windows  were 
added.  In  1952,  another  acre  of  land  was  purcahsed  from  Zenith  Moss  and  the  H.J. 
Spencer  heirs.  This  made  the  church  lot  and  cemetery  have  3.25  acres.  In  1953,  new 
pews  were  purchased  and  two  Sunday  School  rooms  and  a  porch  were  added 
across  the  front.  The  logs  for  the  lumber  were  donated  and  much  free  labor. 

In  June  1956,  under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  G.A.  Tucker,  a  Building  Fund  was 
started  for  the  brick  Education  Building,  which  consisted  of  eight  classrooms  and 
two  bathrooms.  This  addition  was  completed  in  1958  while  Rev.  Jim  Byrd  was 
pastor.  Finally,  the  bathrooms  were  completed  in  1965,  after  having  to  drill  two 
wells  to  get  enough  water.  Rev.  L.D.  Hobson  was  pastor  at  this  time.  Plans  were 
drawn  for  a  new  sanctuary.  In  April  1968,  the  old  church  was  rolled  aside  and  the 
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basement  for  the  new  building  was  dug.  Services  were  held  in  the  old  church,  while 
the  new  one  was  being  built. 

On  Mother's  Day,  May  11,  1969,  our  first  service  was  held  in  our  new  church 
which  consisted  of  a  new  sanctuary,  baptistry,  a  pastor's  study,  a  secretary's  room, 
six  new  classrooms,  two  bathrooms  and  a  large  assembly  room  in  the  basement. 
Our  old  pews  were  used  in  the  basement  and  new  ones  were  purchased  in  the 
isanctuary,  and  carpet  was  installed.  During  this  time,  six  acres  of  land  was 
purchased  from  the  H.J.  Spencer  heirs.  We  had  to  borrow  $45,000  besides  what  was 
in  the  Building  Fund.  We  worked  hard  to  pay  this  off  and  on  the  second  Sunday  in 
Dctober  1969  our  dedication  was  held  and  our  note  burned.  Rev.  Grady  Tutterow 
,vas  our  pastor  at  this  time. 

July  1974,  air  conditioning  was  installed.  A  sound  system  was  installed  in 
!December  1975.  The  Jordan  River  painting  for  the  baptistry  was  done  in  February 
1976.  In  June  1976,  the  parking  lot  was  paved  and  walks  built.  An  organ  was 
)urchased  in  1977  and  we  cushioned  our  pews  in  March  1978. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  Ray  Davis,  a  new  Fellowship  Hall  was  added  in 
978  at  the  cost  of  $50,000.  This  was  paid  for  December  1980.  Rev.  Grady  Tutterow 
fame  to  be  our  pastor  for  the  second  time  on  the  first  Sunday  in  May  1981. 

In  August  1983  the  church  purchased  a  15  passenger  van.  We  air  conditioned 

iur  Fellowship  Hall  in  August  1984.  A  much  needed  shelter  was  built  on  to  the 

ihurch  for  the  van  in  February  1985.  This  also  covers  the  wheel  chair  ramp.  Our 

.  arpet  was  beginning  to  look  worn,  so  in  April  of  1989,  we  installed  new  carpet  and 

ushions  for  the  pews  in  the  sanctuary. 

We  have  come  from  using  a  one  room  log  schoolhouse  with  dirt  floors,  where 
'orship  services  could  only  be  held  in  the  summer  months  to  a  beautiful  brick 
hurch  and  educational  building  with  heating  and  air  conditioning.  As  we  strive  to 
nprove  our  church,  may  we  never  lose  sight  of  God's  purpose  down  through 
istory,  which  is  to  present  the  plan  of  salvation  to  the  lost.  Lord  grant  that  we  may 
elp  to  mold  our  young  people's  lives  for  Christ  as  the  potter  molds  the  clay. 


if 
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History  of 
Green  Meadows  Baptist  Church 


■■■■■  ,.   :  ■  ■■■■■■■""  .'■.'■ 


VJreen  Meadows  Baptist  Church  came  into  being  out  of  the  concerns  of  a 
group  of  people  who  were  at  that  time  members  of  Yadkin  Valley  Baptist  Church.  In 
a  time  of  strife  within  that  congregation,  seventy-three  individuals  withdrew  from 
that  fellowship  on  June  25,  1967. 

The  formal  organization  of  Green  Meadows  occurred  on  July  23,  1967,  in  a 
private  home  near  the  intersection  of  Highway  801  and  Redland  Road.  An, 
organizing  council  was  formed  by  pastors  and  deacons  from  neighboring  churches, 
and  included  Rev.  Fred  Barnes  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Mocksville,  Rev.  Claxton 
Hall  of  the  Clemmons  First  Baptist  Church,  Rev.  J.C.  Shore,  Associational  Missionary 
of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association,  and  Rev.  Lewis  Ludlum,  Associational  Missionary 
for  the  Pilot  Mountain  Baptist  Association.  Almost  one  hundred  people  attended  the 
service  of  organization. 

Following  the  service  of  organization  and  reception  of  members,  the  church 
elected  its  first  officers.  These  included  the  following:  Gray  Matthews,  Sunday 
School  Superintendent;  Sam  Austin,  Church  Clerk;  Fletcher  Williard,  Jr.,  Sunday 
School  Secretary;  Lawrence  Riddle,  Treasurer;  Henry  N.  Williams,  Ray  Hendrix,  Joe 
Langston,  Trustees.  The  first  deacons  were  elected  on  August  20,  1967,  and  were 
Ray  Hendrix,  Joe  Langson,  and  Gray  Matthews.  In  a  drawing  of  straws  Joe  Langston 
was  selected  as  chairman.  These  were  ordained  on  September  17,  1967. 

Rev.  Alvis  C.  Cheshire  of  Mocksville  was  called  as  the  first  pastor  by  vote  of  the 
church  on  July  30,  1967.  He  began  his  work  immediately  serving  in  a  bi-vocational 
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capacity  working  also  for  Heritage  Furniture.  He  had  previously  served  the  Yadkin 
Valley  Baptist  Church  for  sixteen  years  prior  to  his  resignation  there  in  early  June  of 
1967.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Gladys  Cheshire,  was  responsible  for  suggesting  the  name 
Green  Meadows  after  seeing  the  five-acre  site  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs  John  F 
Sparks  upon  which  the  church  was  to  be  built.  The  color  Green  was  also  to  be  a 
reminder  of  growth  as  Christ's  commission  was  fulfilled  by  the  members  In 
i  addition  to  the  land  given,  other  gifts  included  a  piano  from  Mrs  Gryant  of 
Farmington,  a  pulpit,  communion  table  and  two  offering  plates  from  Heritage 
Furniture,  a  communion  service  from  Mrs.  Beulah  Carter  and  Rev  and  Mrs 
Cheshire,  and  a  pulpit  Bible  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  Wheeler. 

The  erection  of  our  first  building  that  now  serves  as  our  educational  building 
|  was  begun  with  the  pouring  of  a  footing  on  August  30,  1967.  The  building  was 
erected  largely  by  members  who  volunteered  their  time  and  efforts.  Block  and  brick 
(work  were  completed  by  October  6,  1967,  and  the  corner  stone  was  laid  on  Sunday 
October  15.  A  number  of  items  were  enclosed  in  that  corner  stone  including  a  worn 
Bible  belonging  to  Rev.  Cheshire  and  a  number  of  handwritten  notes  from  various 
members.  The  initial  service  held  in  Green  Meadows'  first  building  was  conducted 
on  December  10,  1967,  and  the  congregation  celebrated  being  in  dry  warm  quarters 
despite  a  driving  rain  outside.  A  crowd  of  127  came  to  worship  and  to  hear 
Assoc.ational  Missionary  J.C.  Shore's  message  on  "What  Kind  of  Church  do  I  Want 
My  Church  to  be?".  The  formal  dedication  was  held  on  March  31  1968  when  the 
church  celebrated  being  debt  free. 

Green  Meadows  Baptist  Church  was  received  into  full  fellowship  in  the  Yadkin 
Baptist  Association  on  October  24,  1968.  The  church  has  remained  active  in  and 
iupport.ve  of  association^,  state  convention,  and  Southern  Baptist  work  since  that 
i  nme. 

On  January  26,   1969,  Rev.  Alvis  Cheshire  resigned  as  pastor.  Following  his 
resignation  the  church  was  able  to  secure  the  services  of  Rev.  Hubert  K  Middleton 
Ploughing  Southern  Baptist  Missionary  to  Chile,  he  served  as  interim  pastor  Upon 
(ev.  M.ddleton's  return  to  the  mission  field,  Rev.  Walter  Warfford  was  called  as 
interim  pastor  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  five  months.  On  November  23   1969 
|ey.  Warfford  was  called  as  pastor.  Under  his  leadership  a  picnic  shelter  was  built.  ' 
As  the  church  continued  to  grow,  most  attention  was  centered  upon  the  need  to 
^nstruct  an  auditorium  and  additional  classroom  space.  Ground  was  broken  on 
sugust  11,  1974,  for  the  present  sanctuary  and  the  first  services  held  therein  on 
necember  14,  1975.  To  finance  this  project  the  church  raised  $50,000  in  its  buildinc 
nd  and  issued  $135,000.00  in  revenue  bonds  for  a  term  of  fourteen  and  one  half 
xars.  Rev.  Warfford  resigned  on  Sunday,  May  1,  1977,  effective  May  15 
-    On  November  6,  1977,  Rev.  David  E.  Roberts  was  called  and  he  began  his  work 
li  December  25,  1977.  Under  Rev.  Roberts'  leadership  the  church  continued  to 
!-ow-under  his  leadership  the  church  again  became  debt  free  when  our  bonds 
pe  paid  in  full  in  1984,  about  four  years  early.  Rev.  Roberts  resigned  on  April  15, 

;  On  January  6,  1985,  Rev.  Keith  Money  was  called  as  pastor-his  time  with  us 
lis  short  as  he  answered  a  call  of  the  Lord  to  begin  special  study  for  service  in  the 
'ssion  field.  He  resigned  June  20,  1986. 
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On  February  15,  1987,  Rev.  Yates  Wilkinson  was  called  as  pastor.  After  a 
pastorate  of  almost  two  years,  he  resigned  on  November  13,  1988. 

On  March  15  1989,  Rev.  Ray  Davis  was  called  as  interim  pastor.  He  served  in 
this  capacity  for'seven  months.  On  October  8,  1989,  Rev.  Davis  was  called  as  full 
time  pastor  At  the  present.  Rev.  Davis  is  serving  the  church  well  as  Bi-Vocational 
Pastor.  After  his  retirement  from  public  work  in  the  latter  part  of  1990  he  will  be  full 
time  pastor. 

■■Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,  and  to  present 
you  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy,  to 
'the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and 

power,  both  now  and  for  every. " 

p  (Jude  24-25) 


! 


. 
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History  of 
Huntsville  Baptist  Church 


Huntsville,  Yadkin  County's  first  settlement,  was  an  important  town  in  the  early 
1800's.  In  the  early  1800's,  a  religious  movement  was  sweeping  over  this  part  of 
North  Carolina.  It  was  the  Baptist  Movement.  People  liked  the  vitality  and  the 
democracy  of  a  Baptist  church. 

The  members  of  West  Bend  Baptist  Church,  after  much  prayer,  and  under  the 
eadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  revival  meetings  in  the 
huntsville  Community.  These  services  were  conducted  in  an  arbor  in  the  fall  of 
1883.  The  history  of  Huntsville  Baptist  Church  begins  here. 

On  Sunday,  October  7,  Sidney  Francis  Conrad  and  C.C.  Haymore  met  in 
-luntsville  and  organized  a  presbytery  to  start  a  new  church.  The  invitation  was 
liven  to  join  by  letter. 

At  the  next  meeting,  held  on  the  first  Sunday  of  November,  1883,  S.F.  Conrad  was 
ailed  as  pastor.  Huntsville  had  a  new  church. 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  1884,  a  Sunday  School  was  organized  with  LA. 
peas  as  Superintendent. 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  1884,  Rules  of  Decorum  were  adopted.  All  members 
■  'ere  to  live  in  a  Christian  manner.  Men  were  to  be  disciplined  if  absent  three  times; 
'omen  were  to  be  disciplined  if  indifferent  to  the  church. 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  August,  1884,  the  church  voted  to  join  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
:  ssociation.  At  the  associational  meeting,  Huntsville  was  accepted  as  a  part  of  the 
ssociation. 
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On  November  1,  1884,  Elder  S.S.  May  joined  the  new  church.  He  became  one  of 
the  best  known  preachers  in  the  area. 

Rev.  S.F.  Conrad  resigned  as  pastor  in  1885  and  Rev.  S.S.  May  became 
Huntsville's  pastor  in  1886  and  served  until  1891. 

In  January,  1892,  Rev.  W.G.  Brown  became  Huntsville's  new  pastor.  He  was  to 
serve  with  distinction  until  1896. 

The  Sunday  School  was  growing.  In  1894,  the  attendance  was  50. 

In  November,  1896,  T.C.  Myers  became  pastor.  Normal  preaching  was  held  one 
Sunday  each  month;  revival  meetings  were  held  regularly. 

Rev.  Myers  resigned  in  May,  1902,  and  Rev.  J.J.  Beach  was  called  as  pastor.  He 
served  until  1907.  J.H.  Spaulding  then  became  pastor.  Rev.  Spaulding  resigned  in 
1908,  and  in  September  of  that  year,  Rev.  B.F.  Rollins  was  called  as  pastor.  In  July, 
1910,  Rev.  S.S.  May  was  elected  as  pastor  for  the  second  time.  In  October,  1910,  only 
three  months  later,  he  resigned,  and  the  church  again  called  B.F.  Rollins  and  he 
served  until  1917. 

Rev.  T.C.  Myers  was  called  as  pastor  in  July,  1918.  In  a  revival  meeting  held 
during  August  of  that  year,  several  new  members  were  added.  On  June  19,  1919, 
Rev.  Myers  died.  On  September  7,  Rev.  G.E.  Burrus  became  pastor. 

In  1922,  Rev.  Burrus  left  Huntsville.  J.T.  Murry  was  called  as  pastor  on  August  27, 
1922.  In  1924,  the  church's  membership  was  98.  Sunday  School  attendance  was 
only  40.  The  church  was  still  holding  a  preaching  service  once  each  month,  along 
with  regular  revival  meetings. 

On  April  2,  1932,  Rev.  Murry  resigned.  On  the  fourth  Sunday  of  April,  1932,  Rev. 
J.G.  Allgood  was  called  as  pastor.  With  the  help  of  Rev.  Allgood,  the  church  began 
to  appeal  more  to  the  young  people. 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  October,  1933,  the  church  was  50  years  old.  Rev.  Allgood 
conducted  a  commemorative  service  with  lunch  on  the  grounds. 

In  1934,  the  total  membership  was  93. 

In  July,  1937,  Rev.  Allgood  left  Huntsville.  In  October,  1937,  Rev.  G.E.  Burrus 
returned  as  pastor.  In  1941,  Rev.  Burrus  left  Huntsville. 

In  1942,  Rev.  W.D.  Williamson  came  to  be  pastor.  He  left  Huntsville  the 
following  year. 

In  September,  1942,  for  the  first  time  at  Huntsville,  a  father  and  son  were 
ordained  as  deacons;  they  were  Charles  W.  and  Robert  L.  Maynard. 

It  was  in  September  of  1943  when,  for  the  second  time,  Rev.  Allgood  came  to 
pastor  the  Huntsville  Church. 

The  minutes  of  1944  show  that  the  total  membership  of  Huntsville  was  162. 

On  the  second  Sunday  of  July,  1945,  a  special  service  was  held  to  honor  those 
men  from  Huntsville  Church  who  had  served  in  the  armed  forces. 

In  November  of  1946,  Rev.  Allgood  resigned.  Rev.  G.  Elmo  Renegar  became 
pastor  in  1947.  Regular  church  services  were  held  in  the  afternoon,  and  Sunday 
School  each  Sunday  morning  during  his  pastorship. 

In  October  of  1948,  Rev.  Renegar  resigned  and  was  replaced  during  that  same 
month  by  Rev.  Marvin  F.  Smith. 

In  1938,  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  with  16  members.  It  was 
discontinued  in  1942. 
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In  1950,  Rev.  Smith  was  still  pastor.  Services  were  held  every  Sunday. 
On  November  8,    1953,  Rev.  Smith   resigned.  Also  in  that  month,  a  special 
business  meeting  was  held  in  which  the  church  passed  a  resolution  stating  that  any 
pastor  called  would  be  expected  to  believe  in  and  to  support  the  programs  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  March,  1954,  Rev.  Allgood  was  called  back  for  the  third 
t  time.  He  accepted,  and  began  his  pastorate  April  4th.  He  preached  two  Sundays 
i  morning  and  two  Sundays  evening  each  month. 

In  1954,  it  was  reported  to  the  Association  that  Sunday  School  attendance  was 
68;  total  membership  was  180,  with  103  resident  members. 

The  Sunday  School  began  to  grow.  At  Homecoming  in  1956,  the  Sunday  School 
attendance  was  89.  In  the  summer  of  1956,  44  had  attended  Vacation  Bible  School. 

On  October  5,   1958,  the  75th  Anniversary  was  observed.  Rev.  L.G.  Burgiss 
preached  the  sermon.  He  was  the  Association  Director.  Rev.  Marvin  Smith,  a  former 
>  pastor,  preached  the  afternoon  sermon. 

Rev.  Allgood  resigned  as  pastor  in  1959.  Rev.  W.E.  Stanley,  Jr.  was  chosen  as 
pastor.  Worship  services  were  held  each  Sunday.  Many  changes  were  made  during 
1  Rev.  Stanley's  pastorate.  Sunday  School,  VBS,  and  other  educational  functions  of  the 
jf  church  were  improved.  In  July,  1961,  Rev.  Stanley  left  Huntsville. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  reorganized   in    1959.  Today  it  is  an 
important  part  of  the  church  program. 
I       In  1961,  Rev.  R.B.  Little  became  pastor.  With  him,  the  church  continued  to  grow. 
:  He  left  in  June,  1964;  at  that  time  the  church  reported  to  the  association  a  Sunday 
School  attendance  of  80. 
w       Rev.  Fred  Rochte  came  as  pastor  in  October,  1964.  He  believed  in  and  insisted 
upon  a  strong  educational  program  for  the  church.  Under  his  leadership,  a  rotating 
system  for  the  deacons  was  started  in  1966.  The  budget  was  expanded,  and  growth 
-  in  membership  became  a  reality.  His  ministry  ended  at  Huntsville  in  1967. 

On  March  5,    1967,  Rev.  Martin  Stubbs  became  the  new  pastor.  His  main 
'^contribution  to  the  growth  of  the  church  was  starting  a  visitation  program.  He 
resigned  on  September  7,  1969. 
i'      Rev.  Julius  Lambeth  was  selected  as  pastor  on  December  28,  1969. 

On  September  14,  1975,  Rev.  Lambeth  announced  his  resignation  to  become 

'(effective  the  last  of  October.  Following  his  resignation,  several  preachers  were 

invited  to  hold  services.  One  was  Rev.  J.C.  Shore,  the  Association  Director;  another 

was  A.C.  Cheshire.  Because  of  poor  health,  Rev.  Cheshire  was  not  accepted  for  the 

I  ioastorship.  Rev.  Shore  was  the  choice  of  the  church.  He  accepted  the  invitation  to 

Decome  pastor  in  September  1977. 

'      In  January,  1978,  Mrs.  Helena  Shore  became  Huntsville's  first  Minister  of  Music, 
oince  then  the  music  program  has  been  much  improved  and  expanded. 

The  building  was  constructed  in  the  year  of  1884-1885.  Lumber,  labor,  and 
rnaterial  were  being  donated.  Skilled  labor  was  hired.  The  building  was  completed 
ind  ready  for  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  Session  in  1886. 

No  changes  were  made  in  the  building  until  1937,  when  a  brick  foundation  was 
>uilt.  In  1938,  it  was  wired  for  electricity.  In  1946,  the  building  was  painted. 
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The  building  was  not  adequate  for  a  growing  Sunday  School,  however,  and  in 
1953,  plans  to  build  several  Sunday  School  rooms  were  approved.  These  were 
completed  in  1954.  In  1955,  a  central  heating  system  was  installed. 

In  1960,  the  roof  was  replaced  and  the  belfry  rebuilt.  In  1962,  more  rooms  were 
added,  and  plans  were  made  to  brick  the  outside  and  to  install  stained  glass 
windows.  These  were  completed  in  1963. 

In  1972,  a  contract  was  made  to  remodel  the  sanctuary. 

At  this  writing,  with  the  departure  of  Rev.  David  Anderson  in  the  spring  of  1990 
who  had  served  as  pastor  since  January  5,  1986,  the  church  is  seeking  God's 
guidance  as  to  His  shepherd  for  the  Huntsville  flock.  Dennis  Bell  is  presently 
serving  as  interim  pastor. 
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History  of 
Island  Ford  Baptist  Church 


Located  near  Jonesville,  Island  Ford  joined  the  Yadkin  Association  in  1809. 

>ugh  the  church  has  been  inactive  in  the  association  since  the  early  1970's,  it 

never  officially  requested  withdrawal. 

Only  two  Baptist  churches  existed  in  the  territory  now  known  as  Yadkin  County 

r  to  the  year  1809,  the  year  in  which  Island  Ford  Baptist  was  organized.  They 

?:  Flat  Rock,  1783;  and  Deep  Creek,  1777. 

The  church  began  as  a  branch  or  arm  of  Flat  Rock,  in  then  Surry  County,  now 

<in   County,   and   Bear  Creek   in   Davie  County.  The  original   record   of  the 

nization  of  the  church  reads  as  follows: 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  William  McBride  on  the  second 
Saturday  of  June,  1809,  by  consent  of  Flat  Rock  and  Bear  Creek 
churches,  the  following  members  were  there  constituted  into  a 
regular  Baptist  church:  Richard  Cunningham,  Wm.  McBride,  John 
Bagby,  Benjamin  Martin,  Benjamin  Cook,  Wm.  Ashley,  Betty  Bagby, 
Keziah  McBride,  Bearsheba  Cockerham,  Patsy  Cunningham,  Sally 
Cook,  Wm.  Cook.  Which  said  church  by  unanimous  consent  chose 
brother  Richard  Cunningham  her  pastor.  ...  It  was  then  agreed  that 
said  church  be  called  by  the  name  Island  Ford.  .  .  ." 
he  name  Island  Ford  was  chosen  because  there  was  an  island  in  the  Yadkin 
not  far  from  the  present  church,  and  below  that  island  was  the  river  crossing 
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where  buggies,  wagons,  and  other  conveyances  crossed  over  the  river.  The  home  of 
William  McBride,  where  the  church  was  organized  was  located  about  three  miles 
east  of  Jonesville,  just  south  of  Highway  67. 

The  first  church  building  was  of  logs,  and  was  located  just  north  of  Highway  67. 
This  building  burned  sometime  before  1900.  The  second  church  building  was  built 
near  the  side  of  the  present  church  and  was  used  until  1940,  when  the  first  unit  of 
the  present  church  building  was  started.  In  1945,  six  additional  classrooms  were 
built.  An  Educational  Building  was  erected  in  1957.  In  1970  the  church  was 
completely  remodeled  and  the  outside  bricked. 

The  church  became  a  member  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  in  September 
of  1809,  and  until  the  early  1970's  was  active  and  supportive  of  associational  and 
convention  causes.  In  1847  Island  Ford  established  a  branch  church  in  Rockford, 
Surry  County,  which  became  known  ^s  Rockford  Baptist.  The  church  hosted  eleven 
associational  meetings,  the  first  in  181 1  and  the  last  being  in  1967. 

In  its  almost  200  years  of  existence,  the  church  has  had  about  forty  different 
pastors.  The  present  pastor  is  Harry  Hensley. 
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History  of 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Jonesville 


vJn  Sunday,  October  12,  1902,  at  4:00  p.m.,  a  group  of  interested  Christians, 
long  with  Rev.  Columbus  F.  Fields  and  Rev.  Charles  Utley,  met  in  the  Barker  Store 
n  West  Main  Street,  Jonesville,  North  Carolina,  for  the  expressed  purpose  of 
rganizing  the  Jonesville  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

The  following  Brethren  and  Sisters  presented  letters  of  dismission  from  other 
nurches  and  asked  to  be  admitted  as  members: 

Rev.  Bradley  Mathis,  W.F.  Reece,  Mary  Reece,  Hannah  Day,  J.H.  Greenwood,  F.M. 

ardue,  J.C.  Greenwood,  and  J.F.  Cook.  Rev.  Charles  F.  Fields,  acting  as  a  Presbytery, 

'ad  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  the  Covenant,  and  the  new  members  each  consented 

I  the  same,  and  on  motion,  the  Covenant  and  Articles  of  Faith  were  unanimously 

.  lopted. 

The  doors  of  the  church  were  then  opened  for  the  reception  of  members  by 
:perience  and  baptism.  C.F.  Day  presented  himself,  related  his  experience,  and,  on 
otion,  was  received  as  a  candidate  for  full  membership. 

This  was  the  first  Baptist  church  within  a  five-mile  area,  and  it  had  been 
ganized  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  since  travel,  at  that  time,  was  either  on  foot 

by  horse  and  buggy. 
i    A  lot  across  the  street  from  the  Barker  Store  was  purchased  and  a  building  was 
.  gun.  Rev.  Utley  was  unanimously  elected  Pastor  by  ballot  on  January  17,  1903. 


lis   information  was   taken   from    The  Heritage  of  Yadkin   County,   editor  Frances   Harding 
>stevens,  Hunter  Publishing  Company,  Winston-Salem,  1981. 
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The  first  services  were  conducted  on  Saturday  night,  and  it  was  not  until  January 
of  1903  that  Sunday  services  were  conducted.  A  Sunday  School  was  organized  with 
Brother  E.F.  Hinson  appointed  Superintendent. 

On  July  16,  1904,  the  church  voted  to  become  part  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association,  and  M.F.  Gregory  and  J.F.  Cook  were  appointed  as  the  first  delegates  to; 
that  association. 

The  first  Baptismal  service  was  held  January  19,  1907,  at  the  bridge  over  the? 
Yadkin  River.  In  1909,  the  church  obtained  an  organ,  and  Rosalie  Martin  was: 
elected  church  organist.  On  October  23,  1910,  a  protracted  meeting  began  andl 
continued  for  two  weeks,  with  twenty  confessions  and  fifteen  members  joined  the 
church. 


A  Protracted  Meeting 

In  October  of  1911,  a  three-week  protracted  meeting  was  held,  with  44 
■professions  of  faith.  Mrs.  Edgar  (Clyde  Holcomb)  Reece  and  Mrs.  Myrtle  (Reece) 
Mayberry  joined  at  that  time  and  as  of  1976  were  the  oldest  members  of  the  church. 

In  1919,  a  building  program  was  launched  and  four  members  were  appointed 
trustees:  W.J.  Brown,  M.R.  Mastin,  J.D.  Eller,  and  S.O.  Brandon.  They  were  to  work 
with  Bradly  Mathis.  The  church  approved  the  committee's  selection  of  a  site  for.the 
new  church  which  was  the  corner  of  Cherry  and  Main  Streets.  No  date  of  the 
completion  of  the  church  is  available,  but  it  is  assumed  to  have  been  late  in  1919  or 
early  in  1920. 

In  1934,  a  new  educational  building  was  added,  and  in  1938,  the  church  held  its 
first  Vacation  Bible  School.  In  1940,  a  baptistry  was  constructed  just  back  of  the 
pulpit. 

The  church  purchased  its  first  pastorium  in  1945  during  the  pastorate  of  Brothei 
R.J.  Hogan.  This  had  formerly  been  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  Reece  on  Easl 
Main  Street. 

In  September  of  1947,  the  church  changed  its  name  to  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Jonesville. 

On  April  23,  1955,  Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Reece,  the  last  surviving  charter  member,  died. 


1959  Building  Project 

In  1959,  work  was  begun  on  a  new  church  located  on  Highway  67.  The 
Educational  Building  was  completed  in  one  year,  and  on  December  25,  1960,  the 
church  moved  into  the  new  location.  The  new  chapel  was  completed  and  dedicatee 
on  May  14,  1967,  as  the  Price  Chapel,  named  in  memory  of  Mrs.  M.W.  (Lona)  Price 
a  church  member  for  many  years. 

In  March  of  1972,  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  sanctuary,  and  the  dedicatioi 
service  was  held  June  3,  1973. 
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Pastors  have  been  Charles  Utley,  1903;  C.F.  Fields,  1904-1905;  G.M.  Burcham, 
1906-1908;  W.T.  Comer,  1909-1910;  AT.  Pardue,  1911-1913;  R.P.  Blevins,  1914-1915; 
J.W.  Rash,  1919-1921;  W.E.  Linney,  1922-1926;  R.E.  Adams,  1927-1929;  W.L  Lynch, 
1930;  J.L.  Martin,  1931-1933;  R.E.  Adams,  1934;  Avery  Church,  1935-1937;  J.D.  Davis, 
1938-1939;  Raymond  Connell,  1939-1941;  D.G.  Reece,  1942-1944;  R.J.  Hogan,  1945- 
1949;  Fred  Poplin,  1950-1952;  Norman  Joyner  ( interim  ),  1952;  Homer  E.  Brady,  1952- 
,1958;  Dr.  I.G.  McGee  (interim),  1958;  M.  Kenneth  Wilson,  1958;  D.  Ray  Hamilton, 
i'  1958-1981;  James  Pollard,  1983-1985.  The  current  pastor  is  Rev.  Max  Hill. 
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History  of 
Mountain  View  Baptist  Church 


Route  2,  Box  1260,  Hamptonville,  NC  27020 


Seeing  a  great  need  for  a  place  of  worship  in  this  community,  Oak  Grove 
Baptist  Church  called  a  Presbytery  to  meet  with  seventeen  members  near  an  area 
that  was  later  to  be  known  as  the  Sammy  Shore  Graveyard  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  church  as  an  arm  of  Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church.  Brush  Arbor  meetings 
had  been  held  during  the  summer  months  near  this  graveyard,  where  two  small 
boys  were  buried;  one  in  1852,  John  Shore,  brother  of  William,  who  donated  the 
land  for  the  church  and  cemetery,  and  the  other  in  1875,  Billy,  the  brother  of  Tom 
VanHoy,  our  only  surviving  charter  member.  The  seventeen  who  met  were  Joe  and 
Sallie  VanHoy,  Enoch  and  Eliza  W.  Money,  William  and  Nancy  K.  Shore,  Mike  Shore, 
A.E.  Shore,  Tom  VanHoy,  Alice  VanHoy,  Elizabeth  Shore,  Novella  Shore,  Millie 
Shore,  Carrie  Cook,  Adeline  Finney,  Carolina  Stokes,  and  Vallie  Harris.  The 
Presbytery  consisted  of  Elders  E.N.  Gwynn,  Bradley  Mathis,  and  W.V.  Brown. 

Elder  E.N.  Gwynn  preached  the  sermon  and  was  chosen  as  Chairman.  Brother 
Gwynn  examined  these  people  and  found  them  Orthodox  and  sound  in  Doctrine, 
believing  in  only  one  true  and  living  God,  possessing  the  essence  of  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit,  and  these  are  one,  believing  that  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  are  the  word  of  God  and  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  believing 
the  doctrine  of  election  by  grace  to  be  a  scriptural  doctrine,  believing  the  doctrine 
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of  original  sin,  believing  that  man  is  unable  to  overcome  himself  from  the  fallen 
state  he  is  in  by  nature  by  his  own  free  will  and  ability,  believing  that  sinners  are 
satisfied  in  the  sight  of  God  only  by  the  imparted  righteousness  of  Christ,  believing 
that  the  saints  will  preserve  in  grace  and  never  fall  finally  away,  believing  that 
baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are  ordinances  of  Christ,  and  that  true  believers  are 
the  only  subjects  of  those  ordinances,  and  that  the  true  mode  of  baptism  is 
immersion,  believing  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  and  a  general  judgment, 
believing  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  and  the  joys  of  the  righteous  to  be  eternal, 
believing  that  no  minister  has  a  right  to  administer  the  ordinance  of  the  church, 
only  such  as  are  regularly  called  of  God,  and  come  under  imposition  of  the  hands 
of  the  Presbytery. 

After  a  prayer,  the  Church  Covenant  was  read  and  adopted,  the  Presbytery  then 

set  them  apart  as  an  independent  body  and  Mountain  View  Baptist  church  was 

established    on    Saturday,    October   5,    1907,    and    so    named    because    of    the 

;  surrounding  mountains.  Two  men  were  chosen  and  ordained  as  deacons.  The 

church  called  as  pastor,  E.N.  Gwynn. 

The  men  began  cutting  logs,  riving  boards,  and  giving  of  their  time  and  labor  to 
I  build  the  first  church,  which  was  built  with  hewn  sills  and  framed  with  a  board  roof. 
The  women  began  peeling  cherry  bark,  digging  herbs,  drying  fruit  to  sell  to  buy 
i  nails  or  any  materials  which  were  not  a  natural  resource. 

On  year  later,  on  October  26,  1908,  Pastor  E.N.  Gwynn  resigned  due  to  illness. 
;  The  church  was  dedicated  on  November  28,  1909,  with  the  dedication  sermon 
j  delivered  by  Minister  Charles  H.  Utley. 

In  December  1909,  W.V.  Brown  became  the  pastor  and  served  until  July  1934. 

Midweek  prayer  services  began  on  Wednesday,  September  26,  1913,  and  the 
i  following  March  (1914),  Sunday  School  was  organized. 

On  October  25,  1930,  the  old  church  was  sold  and  a  new  one  was  started.  In 
1939  two  classrooms  were  added. 

In  October  1936,  F.W.  Frye  became  the  pastor  and  stayed  until  July  1938.  In 
,  October  of  that  year,  J.L  Powers  was  elected  as  pastor  and  served  until  May,  1945. 

In  February  of  1946,  Lloyd  Pardue  was  elected  as  pastor  for  an  indefinite  time 
and  began  in  April,  preaching  the  second  and  fourth  Sunday  mornings  and  nights. 
That  same  year  the  church  approved  to  brick  veneer  the  building,  build  two  Sunday 
School  rooms,  install  heat  and  electric  lights  and  to  improve  the  church  grounds. 
The  two  classrooms  were  built  in  1947.  Former  pastor,  J.L.  Powers  preached  the 
dedication  sermon. 

Brother  M.J.  Southard,  receiving  the  call  to  go  into  the  ministry,  was  liberated  by 
the  church  on  January  10,  1954,  to  preach. 

The  second  Sunday  in  May,  1954,  L.J.  Pardue  resigned  as  pastor.  O.O.  Kiger  was 
called  and  accepted  the  nomination  and  began  as  pastor  the  fourth  Sunday  in 
November,  1954. 

May  1956,  O.O.  Kiger  resigned  and  in  October,  T.D.  Armstrong  was  elected  as 
pastor. 

Bible  School  started  in  June  1957,  held  by  W.E.  Henry. 

In  1958  the  church  approved  buying  new  benches  and  building  a  baptistry.  The 
scene  for  the  baptistry  was  painted  in  1961. 
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January  4,  1959,  plans  were  made  to  build  Sunday  School  rooms  and  dig  a  well 
on  the  church  grounds.  Also,  at  this  time  a  basement  was  to  be  built  with  a  full  area 
for  Sunday  School  room  additions.  In  January  1960,  a  heating  system  was  installed 
with  a  hot  water  heater  installed  three  years  laters. 

In  November  1961,  carpet  was  bought  for  the  isles  of  the  church  and  the  pulpit 
and  at  that  time  the  choir  was  sectioned  off.  The  dedication  sermon  was  preached 
on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October,  1961,  by  Pastor  Dewey  Armstrong. 

July  1963,  Pastor  Dewey  Armstrong  resigned  at  Mountain  View  but  continued  as 
pastor  at  Oak  Grove  for  two  more  years  before  retiring.  In  March,  1964,  Carnie 
Shugart  was  elected  pastor. 

In  August,  1964,  a  sign  with  the  church  name  was  erected  on  Highway  421  at 
Mountain  View  Church  Road. 

September  10,  1971,  pastor  Shugart  resigned  and  Grover  Tilley  became  the 
supply  pastor.  In  April,  1972,  L.E.  Myers  was  elected  for  an  indefinite  time  as 
halftime  pastor  and  began  as  full  time  pastor  in  January  1973. 

In  December,  1972,  the  church  decided  to  build  a  parsonage  and  construction 
began  in  1974. 

In  October,  1974,  a  special  service  was  held  honoring  charter  member,  Tom 
Vanhoy  who  served  67  years  as  church  clerk. 

With  the  parsonage  complete,  pastor,  L.E.  Myers  and  family  moved  in  and  an 
Open  House  was  held  on  July  6,  1975,  from  3:00  until  6:00  in  the  afternoon.  On  April 
10,  1977,  after  the  morning  worship  service,  pastor  L.E.  Myers  resigned  effective 
June  12,  1977. 

On  August  7,  1977,  the  church  voted  to  become  a  full  time  church  with  worship 
service  every  Sunday  morning  and  night.  Dean  Dillard  was  called  as  pastor  and 
began  his  duties  on  September  16,  1977. 

Pastor  Dean  Dillard  resigned  effective  the  last  Sunday  in  March,  1979. 

On  Sunday,  September  16,  1979,  the  church  voted  to  elect  David  Cox  as  pastor. 
He  accepted  the  call  and  began  the  third  Sunday  in  October. 

In  January  1986,  a  motion  was  made  and  approved  to  build  a  Fellowship  Hall 
which  was  completed  later  that  year.  Pastor  David  Cox  resigned,  with  his  last 
sermon  deliverd  at  Mountain  View  on  February  2,  1986.  In  the  spring  a  committee 
was  selected  to  re-write  the  constitution  and  by-laws. 

In  September  the  church  voted  to  allow  the  association  to  use  the  basement  for 
a  Spanish  speaking  ministry  all  year,  if  needed.  At  this  time  $200.00  was  sent  to  the 
Reverend  Byron  Tabor  to  help  start  a  radio  ministry. 

On  December  28th  a  special  conference  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  voting  on 
Tim  Tucker  as  pastor.  Tim  Tucker  accepted  the  call  and  began  as  pastor  on  January 
21,  1987. 

In  February  the  church  received  a  request  from  the  Yadkin  County  Chapter  of 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  for  a  donation  to  install  a  memorial  in  the  county.  The 
church  voted  to  take  a  love  offering  on  March  29,  1987.  In  March  the  monthly 
newsletter,  The  Encourager,  was  originated  and  sent  to  shut-in  members.  On  July 
12th,  the  formal  Senior  Adult  Ministry  was  started.  Also,  a  ministry  was  started  for 
children  including  a  preschool  and  children's  church. 
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In  June  of  1987,  a  wheelchair  ramp  was  added  to  the  side  of  the  church  which 
j  would  begin  at  the  front  porch,  turn  and  go  down  the  side  of  the  church,  next  to  the 
;  cemetery,  to  be  four  feet  wide  and  twenty  feet  long  with  wrought  iron  railings. 

Additional  lighting  was  installed  the  next  year.  After  announcing  that  he  had  been 

called  to  the  ministry,  on  October  18th  a  special  conference  was  called  for  the 

!l  purpose  of  giving  a  recommendation  for  Dennis  Bell  to  attend  Fruitland  Baptist 

I  Bible  Institute.  The  church  ordained  Dennis  in  ministry  and  licensed  him  to  preach. 

The    Benevolent   Committee   was    named    in   January,    1988.    In    May,   on    a 

|  recommendation  from  the  deacons  and  the  maintenance  committee,  a  motion  was 

made  to  remodel  the  basement  for  additional  Sunday  School  classrooms  and  to 
;  add  an  office.  The  basement  remodeling  was  complete  in  December. 

Because  of  the  inspiration  and  dedication  of  those  seventeen  people  many  years 

ago,  God  blessed  the  people  and  rewarded  their  faith.  Many  of  the  laborers  have 
'  gone  on  to  their  reward  in  heaven,  but  a  mark  has  been  left  in  this  community 

because  of  them.  May  we  strive  to  do  as  much  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 
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History  of 
North  Oak  Ridge  Baptist  Church 


1  he  oldest  existing  records  reveal  that  North  Oak  Ridge  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  on  July  9,  1904,  at  Brown's  Schoolhouse,  located  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  the  church's  present  location.  The  new  church  consisted  of  eleven 
members,  with  J.W.  Bryant  being  elected  the  first  pastor. 

A  new  church  building  was  constructed  and  dedicated  in  August,  1911,  during 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  T.C.  Myers.  Feeling  after  several  years  that  this  building  was 
inadequate,  the  church  voted  on  November  5,  1938,  to  build  a  new  meeting  house. 
The  old  building  was  torn  down  and  the  new  one  was  completed  during  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Clete  Simmons.  A  dedication  service  was  held  in  July,  1939. 

During  Rev.  Perry  Link's  ministry  in  February,  1965,  the  church  felt  the  need  for 
additional  Sunday  School  rooms.  As  a  result,  new  rooms  were  added  to  the  rear  of 
the  church  building,  and  in  July,  1965,  the  church  voted  to  brick  the  entire  church 
building. 

A  beautiful  parsonage  was  built  close  to  the  church  in  1973  while  Rev.  Ronnie 
Baity  served  as  pastor.  In  1980,  under  Pastor  Roy  Jester's  leadership,  a  fellowship 
building  was  constructed  beside  the  church. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  church's  growth  has  been  its  missionary  program. 
The  church  started  helping  to  support  one  missionary  family,  David  and  Elwanda 
Fields,  in  1952,  but  now  helps  support  eight  missionary  families.  The  Lord  has 
greatly  blessed  in  these  mission  endeavors. 

Following  is  a  list  of  pastors  that  have  served  the  church. 
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Rev.  J.W.  Bryant 
Rev.  George  Burcham 
Rev.  T.C.  Myers 
Rev.  LW.  Burrus 
Rev.  T.S.  Draughn 
Rev.  J. P.  Davis 
Rev.  James  Murray 
Rev.  Clete  Simmons 
Rev.  Inman  Stewart 


July  9,  1904 

July  9,  1905 

March  17,  1906 

April  18,  1917 

Dec.  18,  1925 

Jan  15,  1933 

Dec.  31,  1933 

Dec.  11,  1937 

Sept.  19,  1948 


Rev.  Irwin  Wallace 
Rev.  James  Sigmon 
Rev.  Perry  Link 
Rev.  Ronnie  Baity 
Rev.  Henry  Cook 
Rev.  Wayne  Draughn 
Rev.  L.E.  Myers 
Rev.  Roy  Jester 


Sept.  24,  1950 
Sept.  19,  1959 
Nov.  30,  1963 
Nov.  26,  1972 
Nov.  28,  1976 
April  9,  1978 
Oct.  22,  1978 
Aug.  26,  1979 
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History  of 
Richmond  Hill  Baptist  Church 


lYichmond  Hill  Baptist  began  when  "the  brethren  and  sisters  met  at  this  place 
March  30,  1889,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  new  church.  After  preaching,  the 
letters  were  read  and  they  entered  into  the  organization." 

Mr.  John  G.  Burrus,  Associational  Moderator,  was  acting  secretary  of  the  newly 
organized  church.  Rev.  Thomas  D.  Casstevens  made  the  necessary  examination  of 
the  letters  brought  by  charter  members  to  see  if  they  were  qualified  for 
membership.  The  following  "brethren  and  sisters"  presented  from  surrounding 
churches  for  membership:  A.W.  Turner,  Mattie  Turner,  A.V.  Turner,  Mammie  Turner, 
A.V.  Poindexter,  Eliza  Poindexter,  Columbus  Poindexter,  Emma  Shugart,  M.P. 
Poindexter,  W.R.  Cranfill,  N.V.  Poindexter,  Coro  Swaim,  C.C.  Shugart,  and  I.L. 
Shugart. 

Most  of  the  charter  members  were  former  members  of  Rockford  Baptist  Church 
which  is  located  "across  the  Yadkin  River  in  Surry  County."  It  is  thought  that 
Rockford  Baptist  members  living  in  Yadkin  County  had  trouble  getting  to  their 
church  at  times  because  of  the  high  water,  and  they  wanted  a  church  nearer  their 
homes. 

At  the  organizational  meeting,  the  Church  Covenant,  Articles  of  Faith,  Rules  of 
Decorum  and  the  Constitution  were  all  read  and  adopted.  After  the  meeting,  a  one 
acre  plot  of  ground  was  given  to  the  church  by  Mr.  J.V.  Fleming. 

The  name  "Richmond  Hill  Baptist  Church"  was  adopted  in  honor  of  the  law 
school  which  was  established  in  the  early  part  of  the   19th  century  by  Judge 
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Richmond  Pearson.  The  school,  which  still  stands,  is  located  approximately  one 
and  one  half  miles  north  of  the  church. 

On  Sunday  morning,  March  31,  1889,  the  church  met  at  ten  o'clock.  At  this 
meeting  the  first  two  deacons  of  the  church  were  elected:  Issac  L  Shugart  and 
Alexander  W.  Turner.  The  deacons  were  then  given  the  task  of  calling  the  first 
pastor,  Rev.  John  T.  Jenkins,  on  June  30,  1889. 

In  a  business  meeting  on  July  27,  1889,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  church 
Clerk  send  a  letter  requesting  admission  to  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 
Richmond  Hill  Baptist  was  voted  into  the  association  on  August  15,  1889,  at  the 
annual  session  held  at  Island  Ford  Baptist  Church. 

In  1934,  the  church  voted  to  remodel  the  original  building.  At  this  time,  four 
Sunday  School  rooms  and  two  wings  were  added  to  the  existing  building.  This  was 
used  until  1950,  when  the  present  building  was  erected.  On  May  29,  1954,  our 
present  building  was  dedicated.  In  1979,  the  interior  of  the  sanctuary  was 
completely  renovated  with  new  pews,  furniture,  and  a  beautiful  red  carpet. 

In  1963,  a  parsonage  was  purchased  directly  in  front  of  the  present  church 
building.  This  building  was  remodeled  in  1966,  at  which  time  four  rooms  and  a 
bath  were  added  and  a  double  carport,  in  addition  to  bricking  the  entire  outside  of 
the  house. 

In  1969  a  one  story  educational  building  was  added  to  the  rear  of  the  sanctuary. 
In  1987  additional  land  was  purchased  for  cemetery  use  and  future  expansion. 

Richmond  Hill  Baptist  has  been  richly  blessed  of  the  Lord  with  beautiful 
facilities  as  well  as  with  wonderful  people.  At  this  writing,  the  membership  of  the 
church  is  over  400.  In  its  over  one  hundred  years  of  service  for  Christ,  the  following 
men  have  had  the  privilege  of  serving  as  pastor  of  this  noble  church: 


John  T.  Jenkins 
I  E.J.  Adams 
;'  J.T.  Kirk 
}  E.W.  Turner 
J  C.H.  Stone 
I  J.T.  Kirk 

O.J.  Martin 
f  G.M.  Burcham 
1T.C.  Myers 

O.J.  Martin 
I  T.C.  Meyers 

R.P.  Coram 


1889-1890 
1890-1900 
1900-1901 
1901-1901 
1902-1903 
1903-1905 
1905-1908 
1908-1910 
1910-1912 
1912-1914 
1914-1918 
1920-1924 


D.G.  Reece 
R.E.  Adams 
G.E.  Burrus 
E.C.  Norman 
A.C.  Larrimore 
Harry  Walker 
Bill  Denton 
Leon  White 
Grover  Holder 
Gerald  Hart 
Claude  Harrelson 
Daniel  Merritt 


1920-1924 
1924-1925 
1925-1934 
1934-1948 
1948-1961 
1961-1963 
1964-1967 
1968-1970 
1971-1977 
1978-1980 
1981-1983 
1984- 


As  the  church  enters  its  second  hundred  years  for  Christ  and  heads  toward  the 
21st  century,  it  does  so  with  anticipation  of  even  greater  service  for  Christ. 


,. 
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History  of 

Rock  Spring  Baptist  Church 

1884-1989 


Ivock  Spring  Baptist  Church  was  organized  November  22,  1884.  Prior  to  the 
organization  of  the  church,  Reverend  E.N.  Gwyn,  a  Baptist  minister,  and  Rev. 
Eudaley,  a  Methodist  minister,  conducted  revival  meetings  in  the  old  Rock  Spring 
School  House  which  was  located  near  the  present  church.  Following  one  of  these 
revivals,  the  church  was  organized  and  named  Rock  Spring  because  of  a  nearby 
spring  that  had  been  cut  out  of  a  big  rock. 

Reverend  E.N.  Gwyn,  Reverend  N.S.  Chaffin,  and  Reverend  T.W.  Paris  composed 
the  Presbytery  and  helped  organize  the  church.  The  church  was  established  as  an 
arm  of  Bear  Creek  Baptist  Church  with  ten  members  from  that  church  being 
examined  on  the  Articles  of  Faith.  After  they  were  found  to  be  orthodox,  they  were 
properly  organized  into  an  independent  body.  The  door  was  then  opened  for 
reception  of  members  and  nine  joined  by  letter  from  Sandy  Springs  Baptist  Church. 
Reverend  E.N.  Gwyn  was  elected  as  the  first  pastor  of  the  church. 

On  November  24,  1884,  Reverend  Elwood  E.  Smith,  a  Methodist  minister,  and  his 
wife,  Armicia  Lineberry  Smith,  conveyed  one  and  a  half  acres  of  land  to  the  church 
trustees,  J.M.  Smith  and  C.T.W.  Smith,  for  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars.  They  also 
granted  the  right  of  way  to  a  spring  of  water  at  the  head  of  the  branch  east  of  the 
church  for  church  purposes  and  required  that  all  parties  traveling  to  and  from  the 
church  to  walk  the  road  and  not  through  the  field.  Reverend  Smith  also  donated  a 
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bell  to  the  church.  Reverend  Smith's  brother,  George  W.  Smith,  and  his  wife,  Lydia  J. 
Smith,  conveyed  one  acre  of  land  to  the  church  trustees  for  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

Before  the  church  building  could  be  built,  two  small  children  who  were  sisters 
died  and  were  buried  in  the  cemetery.  Ada  Smith  died  on  March  17,  1885,  and  Alta 
Smith  died  on  March  20,  1885.  The  cemetery  is  located  behind  the  church  now. 

On  July  25,  1885,  the  church  adopted  the  Church  Covenant,  the  Articles  of  Faith, 
and  the  Rules  of  Decorum.  Also,  on  this  date  plans  were  made  to  hold  a  protracted 
(revival)  meeting  beginning  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October,  1885.  This  revival 
meeting  may  have  been  the  first  one  held  after  the  church  was  organized. 

Church  services  were  held  in  the  school  building  until  the  church  building  was 
built  in  1885.  The  September  2,  1885,  issue  of  the  Biblical  Recorder  reported  that 
"there  is  a  struggling  band  of  Baptists  at  Rock  Spring  Baptist  Church  in  Iredell 
County  who  are  bending  all  their  efforts  to  build  a  house  of  worship.  They  met  all 
through  the  winter  under  the  trees  to  hear  E.N.  Gwyn,  the  missionary,  preach  to 
them.  They  say  they  will  support  a  pastor  when  their  house  is  finished,  for  which 
they  need  about  seventy-five  dollars.  If  your  heart  inclines  you,  send  a  contribution 
to  J.M.  Smith,  Settle,  North  Carolina."  The  Settle  Post  Office  was  located  on  the 
Smith  property  which  was  adjacent  to  the  church  property. 

The  first  church  building,  a  wood  structure,  was  completed  in  1885.  Many  of  the 
church  members  donated  lumber  and  helped  to  build  the  church.  They  also  made 
the  first  pews.  There  was  a  wood  stove  in  the  church.  Also,  there  were  kerosene 
lamps  (later  gas  lamps)  attached  to  the  walls  which  provided  the  light.  There  was 
an  "amen  corner"  on  the  right  side  of  the  church. 

J.W.  Smith  and  C.T.W.  Smith  were  ordained  as  the  first  deacons  on  August  23, 
1885.  Since  that  time  there  have  been  fifteen  deacons  ordained  at  the  church. 

The  first  known  communion  service  was  held  at  the  church  on  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  May,  1886.  The  church  continues  to  observe  communion  on  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  May. 

Church  discipline  was  first  mentioned  in  the  June  26,  1886,  church  Minutes. 
Thus  began  a  practice  which  continued  for  several  years.  Usually  church  members 
would  be  appointed  to  visit  the  erring  members  about  various  offenses,  and  if  those 
erring  members  did  not  take  appropriate  action  or  apologize  to  the  church,  the 
church  would  take  disciplinary  action  which  would  often  be  exclusion  from  the 
church  fellowship.  If  a  person  later  asked  for  forgiveness,  he  could  be  restored  to 
fellowship. 

The  church's  first  baptismal  service  was  held  on  June  26,  1887.  Those  being 
baptized  were  W.G.  Richardson,  Angie  H.  Powell,  and  Lily  T.  Smith. 

There  are  no  known  records  to  indicate  when  the  Sunday  School  was  organized, 
but  J.M.  Smith  was  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent  as  early  as  1891.  The  Sunday 
School  was  often  represented  at  Sunday  School  Conventions,  and  the  Brier  Creek 
Sunday  School  Convention  met  at  the  church  in  August,  1899. 

In  1894,  the  protracted  meeting  began  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August.  The 
scheduling  of  this  revival  may  have  been  the  beginning  of  the  current  practice  of 
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having  Homecoming  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August  with  "dinner  on  the  ground." 
Revival  services,  then  as  now,  were  held  during  the  following  week. 

On  May  5,  1901,  Reverend  G.H.  Weaver  became  the  first  minister  to  be  ordained 
at  the  church.  Since  that  time,  two  other  ministers  have  been  ordained,  Reverend 
Norman  H.  Joyner  on  August  22,  1948,  and  Reverend  Fred  Troutman  on  June  14, 
1964. 

In  1902  the  church  appointed  an  arm  to  aid  in  organizing  Harmony  Baptist 
Church.  This  is  the  only  church  that  Rock  Spring  has  helped  to  organize. 

The  original  church  building  continued  to  be  used  for  worship  until  the  present 
white  frame  structure  was  erected  in  1936.  Reverend  G.D.  Renegar,  pastor,  was  the 
building  foreman  for  the  project.  The  dedication  service  for  the  new  building  was 
held  on  May  23,  1937.  For  several  years  memorial  services  had  been  held  on  the 
fourth  Sunday  in  May,  so  on  this  date  the  memorial  service  and  the  dedicatory 
service  were  held  on  the  same  day.  Many  changes  and  improvements  have  been 
made  to  the  building  and  grounds  since  that  time.  In  1985  a  fellowship  hall  was 
built  and  completely  paid  for  within  one  year. 

There  have  been  several  pastors  and  interim  pastors  at  the  church  during  its 
history.  The  pastors  are  as  follows:  Reverend  E.N.  Gwyn,  Reverend  W.A.  Myers, 
Reverend  W.H.  Vanhoy,  Reverend  T.A.  Caudle,  Reverend  W.V.  Brown,  Reverend  T.C. 
Myers,  Reverend  LD.  Ballard,  Reverend  J.M.  Binkley,  Reverend  G.D.  Renegar, 
Reverend  J.G.  Allgood,  Reverend  Paul  Moore,  Reverend  Graham  Wooten,  Reverend 
Clay  Macemore,  Reverend  Eddie  Macemore,  Reverend  John  Love,  Reverend  T.A. 
"Bill"  Shoaf,  Reverend  Larry  Perry,  Reverend  Claude  D.  Haynes,  Reverend  Billy 
Stroud,  Reverend  Grady  Tutterow,  Reverend  James  McClung,  Reverend  Douglas 
Goforth  and  Reverend  Kenneth  Lance.  Reverend  Clive  Bell  is  serving  as  pastor  now. 

Sunday  School  and  worship  services  were  held  each  Sunday  morning  with 
prayer  meeting  and  choir  practice  being  held  each  Sunday  night.  Bible  Study  is 
conducted  on  Wednesday  night.  Youth  meetings  are  held  on  two  Sunday  nights  per 
month.  Mission  groups  meet  on  a  monthly  basis.  Church  conferences  are  held 
quarterly.  Special  services  are  held  on  Easter,  Christmas  Eve,  and  other  special 
occasions. 

The  church,  which  was  first  a  member  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  and 
then  a  member  of  the  Brier  Creek  Association,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Yadkin 
Baptist  Association  since  1916.  The  Annual  Sessions  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  were  held  at  the  church  in  1919,  1974,  and  1988.  Historically,  the 
church  has  been  supportive  of  missions;  however,  in  recent  years  the  church  has 
significantly  increased  offerings  to  missions. 

The  year  of  1984  was  a  time  for  Centennial  Celebrations.  Homecoming  services 
were  held  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August.  Revival  services  followed  with  former 
pastors  speaking  at  the  services.  Also,  a  church  history  was  published,  a  picnic  was 
held  at  the  church  spring,  and  a  week  of  special  services  were  held  in  November, 
1984. 

In  July,  1989,  Ralph  Wright  donated  $350,000.00  to  the  church.  Since  that  time, 
the  parking  lot  has  been  paved,  the  roof  and  the  furnace  have  been  replaced,  and 
other  improvements  have  been  made. 
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We  are  proud  of  our  church  heritage  and  grateful  to  our  Lord  for  his  continued 
blessings.  Our  aim,  our  prayer,  our  desire,  and  our  goal  is  to  be  an  even  greater 
spiritual  influence  in  our  community  and  in  our  mission  endeavors  as  we  help  to 
spread  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  throughout  the  world. 
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History  of 
Sandy  Springs  Baptist  Church 


for  150  years  Sandy  Springs  Baptist  Church  has  been  the  spiritual  center  of  this 
community.  The  church  was  organized  about  the  year  1840  under  the  direction  of 
the  Cross  Road  (now  Courtney)  Baptist  Church.  Early  settlers  of  the  community 
located  the  first  meeting  house  on  the  upper  headwaters  of  Dutchman  Creek  near  a 
boiling  spring.  White  particles  of  sand  that  were  agitated  by  the  water  suggested  the 
name  "Sandy  Springs." 

The  first  church  was  constructed  of  logs  by  the  people  who  desired  a  place  for 
worship  in  the  community.  It  is  said  that  this  first  building  was  also  used  for  school. 
Near  this  little  church  the  members  built  an  arbor  from  peeled  pine  poles  and 
covered  with  oak  boards.  The  arbor  was  used  for  services  during  the  warmer 
seasons  of  the  year.  To  provide  light  for  night  services,  at  4  or  5  places  around  the 
outer  edge  of  the  arbor,  3  posts  were  driven  into  the  ground.  On  these  posts  were 
placed  a  large  flat  stone.  On  the  stone  a  fire  was  built  and  rich  pine  wood  was 
added  as  needed  to  provide  the  light. 

Since  these  early  years,  three  other  church  buildings  have  been  constructed  on 
the  grounds.  Construction  on  the  present  church  building  was  begun  in  1930. 

Sandy  Springs  Baptist  Church  has  had  15  different  pastors.  These  have  been  the 
Reverends  John  Angel.  William  Garner,  N.S.  Chaffin.  S.S.  May,  William  Myers,  E.W. 
Turner,  Elder  Jester,  G.E.  Burris,  Dallas  Renegar.  Coy  R.  Miller,  Wade  Hutchens, 
Ralph  Hogan,  Howard  Wagoner,  Flake  Mason,  and  Paul  Simpson.  Rev.  Grady 
Burgiss  and  Rev.  Buriey  Burner  have  served  as  supply  pastors. 
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There  have  been  four  other  churches  organized  under  the  direction  of  Sandy 
Springs  Baptist  Church.  About  the  years  1884  Rock  Spring  Church  was  organized.  In 
1902  New  Hope  Church  was  organized.  In  1916  Bethel  Church  in  Yadkin  County 
and  in  1928  Liberty  Church  in  Davie  County  were  organized. 

Rev.  James  Martin,  Rev.  Dallas  Renegar,  and  Rev.  Paul  Moore  have  been 
ordained  and  sent  out  from  Sandy  Springs  Church.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.K.  Middleton, 
members  of  Sandy  Springs  Church,  served  as  Baptist  missionaries  to  Chili  until  their 
retirement. 

In  the  late  1950's  Sandy  Springs  began  setting  aside  the  first  Sunday's  offering  of 
each  month  for  a  building  fund.  These  offerings  proved  so  successful  that  the 
church  has  been  able  to  make  many  improvements  and  additions  in  the  years 
since.  In  1961  the  front  porch  of  the  church  was  enclosed.  A  pastorium  was 
completed  in  1964.  Two  classrooms  and  restroom  facilities  were  also  added  in  that 
year.  A  major  renovation  of  the  auditorium  and  basement,  including  a  baptistry, 
choir  loft,  new  pews,  carpet,  and  pulpit  furniture,  was  completed  in  1969.  The 
largest  addition,  an  educational  building  and  fellowship  hall,  was  added  in  1980. 

In  the  last  few  years,  Sandy  Springs  has  experienced  an  exciting  growth  in 
volunteer  missions.  Church  members  have  traveled  to  Togo,  Brazil,  Jamaica,  and 
Peru  to  help  in  mission  projects.  The  church  has  acted  in  partnership  with  Baptist 
churches  in  West  Virginia;  several  men  have  gone  there  to  do  carpentry  and 
masonry  work  on  church  buildings.  These  volunteer  mission  trips  have  been 
inspirational  to  those  who  participated  and  to  the  entire  church. 

At  present,  the  church  has  323  members  of  which  248  are  resident  members. 
After  150  years  of  service  to  Christ,  Sandy  Springs  looks  forward  to  continuing  to  be 
a  vital  and  growing  spiritual  force  in  the  community,  and  a  mission-minded  church 
whose  influence  can  be  felt  around  the  world. 


27' 


History  of 
Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 


Ohady  Grove  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1882.  A  Sunday  School 
was  conducted  in  Roberson's  old  store  house  located  near  Brother  Johnathon 
Wagoner's  home.  The  following  November,  Brother  J.J.  Angell  held  a  protracted 
(revival)  meeting  in  the  same  store  house.  The  meeting  resulted  in  a  great  revival 
and  many  conversions.  A  total  of  27  names  were  added  to  the  church  role.  The 
Minutes  began  in  the  fall  of  1883. 

Perhaps  an  incident  that  inspired  the  beginning  of  Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 
was  a  dream  had  by  the  church's  first  pastor,  J.J.  Angell.  He  dreamed  one  night  that 
he  was  at  the  spot  where  the  church  is  now  situated  in  a  shady  woods.  In  his  dream 
he  saw  and  remembered  a  certain  tree.  At  the  next  meeting  he  picked  out  a  tree  that 
looked  the  most  like  the  one  he  had  seen  in  his  dream,  placed  his  Bible  in  the  fork 
of  the  tree  and  preached  there. 

The  date  of  the  first  church  building  is  not  known,  but  it  is  recorded  that  it  was 
dedicated  on  November  26,  1896.  The  building  and  property  were  then  valued  at 
$600. 

On  Saturday,  May  4,  1895,  Sunday  morning  at  10:00  a.m.  was  set  apart  for  the 
organization  of  Sunday  School.  This  organization  failed.  In  August  1913,  it  is 
reported  that  the  church  met  again  to  organize  a  Sunday  School.  The  church  later 
bought  Stars  Peak  Schoolhouse  to  use  as  Sunday  School  rooms. 

In  the  early  days  of  Shady  Grove,  the  church  met  one  weekend  out  of  a  month, 
on  Saturday  nights  and  Sunday  mornings.  In  some  months,  it  is  recorded  that  the 
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church  did  not  meet  because  of  bad  weather,  sickness  of  pastor,  or  disease 
epidemics. 

In  1909,  the  church  started  making  plans  for  the  second  church  building.  On 
October  11,  1916,  the  old  church  building  was  sold.  During  this  time,  the  church 
met  at  the  district  school  building  until  the  new  church  was  ready.  On  June  5,  1920, 
the  new  church  building  was  ready  and  dedication  service  was  held. 

November  7,  1954,  marked  a  glorious  day  in  the  history  of  Shady  Grove  Baptist 
Church.  It  was  the  date  of  a  revival  meeting  being  held  by  Reverend  G.G.  Lanter  of 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  A  total  of  36  joined  the  church  and  on  December  15,  1954,  the 
largest  baptism  service  was  held. 

A  new  educational  building  was  added  and  the  first  service  took  place  in  it  on 
October  3,  1963.  The  building  was  paid  for  by  1969  and  was  celebrated  by  a  note 
burning  service  on  May  25,  1969.  Cogressman  Wilber  Mizell  delivered  the  morning 
message. 

Construction  on  the  new  sanctuary  was  begun  on  October  22,  1972,  and 
completed  in  the  fall  of  1973.  The  first  worship  service  was  held  in  the  new 
sanctuary  on  October  7,  1973;  the  first  wedding  was  held  on  October  6,  1973;  and 
the  first  baptismal  service  was  held  on  April  24,  1974,  using  the  new  baptistry  where 
nine  new  converts  were  baptized. 

The  new  sanctuary  was  paid  for  by  1981,  and  on  August  10,  1981,  a  dedication 
service  and  note  burning  ceremony  was  held. 

Construction  of  the  fellowship  building  began  in  March  1986  and  was 
completed  in  the  fall  of  1987. 

The  youth  have  proven  to  be  a  valuable  asset  to  Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 
over  recent  years.  Youth  Sundays  are  held,  where  the  Youth  take  total  charge  of 
Sunday  School  and  Sunday  Morning  Worship  Service.  The  Youth  have  also 
presented  "Parent  Appreciation  Day"  and  programs  to  honor  senior  citizens. 

Listed  below  are  former  pastors  of  Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church: 


J.J.  Angell 

Dec.  1882-Dec. 

1891 

D.G.  Reece 

Sept. 

1922-Aug. 

1924 

C.F.  Fields 

Dec.  1891 -Dec. 

1893 

T.S.  Draughn 

Sept. 

1924-Dec. 

1927 

G.F.  Hogue 

Dec.  1893-Dec. 

1895 

M.A.  Lindley 

Jan. 

1928-Dec. 

1928 

T.C.  Myers 

Dec.  1895-Nov. 

1899 

R.E.  Adams 

Jan 

1929-July 

1931 

S.D.  Brown 

Jan.  1900-Jan. 

1901 

J.G.  Allgood 

July 

1931 -Dec. 

1938 

G.M.  Burcham 

Feb.  1901 -Jan. 

1904 

Dewey  Armstron 

I  Jan. 

1939-Dec. 

1940 

J.R.  Jolly 

Jan.  1904-Dec. 

1904 

D.L.  Temple 

Jan. 

1941 -Dec. 

1941 

W.H.  Vanhoy 

Dec.  1904-Oct. 

1906 

Lloyd  Pardue 

Jan. 

1942-Dec. 

1944 

G.F.  Hogue 

Oct.  1906-Dec. 

1909 

D.L.  Temple 

Jan. 

1945-Dec. 

1946 

W.V.  Brown 

Dec.  1909-Dec. 

1911 

A.C.  Larrimore 

Apr. 

1947-Dec. 

1950 

S.H.  Hall 

Dec.  1911-March 

1912 

Charles  H.  Jones 

Apr. 

1951-Dec. 

1954 

S.S.  May 

April  1912-Dec. 

1914 

E.L  Reese 

Apr 

9155-Jan. 

1959 

J.W.  Bryant 

Dec.  1914-Dec. 

1916 

M.A.  Conrad 

Mar. 

1959-Feb. 

1960 

J.W.  Rash 

Dec.  1916-Dec. 

1921 

T.M.  Luffman 

Dec. 

1960-Apr. 

1971 

E.W.  Turner 

Jan.  1922-Sept. 

1922 

Charles  L.  Talley 

Aug 

1971 -Jan. 

1986 

Rev.  John  H.  McDaniel  is  the  current  pastor  and  has  been  since  June  21,  1987. 
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History  of 
South  Oak  Ridge  Baptist  Church 


1  he  land  site  for  Oak  Ridge  Baptist  Church  consisting  of  two  acres  was 
donated  by  M.H.  Wooten  and  wife,  Nancy  J.  Wooten.  The  deed  made  to  the  church 
and  its  trustees  was  dated  April  26,  1895.  Indications  are  that  soon  after  this  date  a 
building  was  commenced  which  stood  west  of  the  present  building. 

On  February  15,  1896,  at  Cross  Roads  Baptist  Church,  a  petition  for  the 
organization  of  a  church  at  Oak  Ridge  was  presented.  Upon  motion  a  committee 
was  named  as  an  arm  to  set  apart  and  organize  said  church.  Upon  request  Cross 
Roads  granted  letters  of  recommendation  to  about  thirty-five  members  who  desired 
to  become  members  of  Oak  Ridge. 

Two  weeks  later,  on  February  29,  1896,  this  committee,  composed  of  Isaac 
Cranfill,  F.M.  Danner,  J.W.D.  Baity,  F.M.  Hendricks,  Nathan  C.  Cranfill,  and  J.V. 
Howell  met  with  a  group  at  Oak  Ridge. 

George  W.  Baity  acted  as  moderator  and  I.J.  Cranfill  as  clerk.  All  of  these  were 
from  Cross  Roads  (now  Courtney)  Baptist  Church.  Reverend  S.S.  May  and  Joel 
Reavis  were  added  to  the  arm  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  church.  Rev.  S.S. 
May  read  the  sixteenth  chapter  of  Acts  and  preached  from  a  portion  of  the  same. 
Upon  motion  the  Clerk  read  the  names  of  all  who  had  requested  letters  of 
recommendation  from  the  Mother  Church.  William  A.  Brandon  and  N.H.  Comer 
were  recognized  as  deacons  coming  from  Cross  Roads. 

Upon  motion  this  body  was  recognized  as  a  properly  constituted  church.  Rev. 
W.A.  Myers  was  elected  the  first  pastor  and  Charlie  M.  Reavis,  clerk.  At  the  next 
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meeting  on  April  11,  1896,  more  members  were  added  and  three  more  deacons 
elected. 

The  first  Lord's  Supper  was  observed  the  first  Sunday  in  May,  1897,  and  the 
church  still  observes  this  date. 

The  first  "Big  Meeting"  was  held  in  August,  1897.  Since  then,  revivals  have  been 
conducted  in  August  or  November.  Beginning  in  1954,  revivals  have  been  held  in 
the  Spring  also. 

Records  show  that  delegates  to  the  association  were  elected  as  early  as  July, 
1896.  However,  the  associational  meetings  indicate  that  the  church  was  received 
into  fellowship  of  the  association  in  August,  1917. 

From  the  time  of  organization  until  1947  the  church  held  regularly  what  was 
known  as  "Saturday  Meetings."  The  order  of  service  in  these  meetings  was  a 
sermon  by  the  pastor,  followed  by  a  business  session  that  consisted  of  the 
following:  the  roll  call,  Brothers  and  Sisters  of  Sister  Churches  invited  to  seats, 
inquiry  as  to  the  fellowship  of  the  church,  and,  frequently,  a  church  court.  Any 
member  found  guilty  of  such  crimes  as  drunkeness,  falsehood,  fornication,  or 
adultery  was  excluded  from  the  church  roll.  Fourteen  rules  of  decorum  were 
adopted.  Some  of  them  stated  as  follows:  "Whispering  while  any  member  is 
speaking  will  be  considered  a  breach  of  order,"  and  "All  male  members  present 
must  vote  when  motions  are  being  decided  upon."  Since  1947  business  meetings 
have  been  held  on  Sunday.  Also,  in  1947  the  church  was  designated  as  SOUTH  OAK 
RIDGE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

On  January  2,  1929,  the  church  voted  to  build  a  new  house  of  worship.  As  a 
result  of  this,  the  present  building  with  four  Sunday  School  rooms  in  back,  minus 
the  east  and  west  wings,  was  completed  in  August  of  the  same  year.  When  all  debts 
were  paid,  the  building  was  dedicated  on  May  29,  1932. 

Training  Union  was  organized  in  1934.  The  Woman's  Missionary's  Society  was 
organized  in  1938.  Vacation  Bible  School  was  first  conducted  in  1949,  and  have  had 
one  every  year  since  that  time. 

In  1946  two  more  Sunday  School  rooms  were  built  in  the  back,  forming  a  third 
story.  In  1949  G.A.'s  were  organized.  Y.W.A.'s  were  organized  in  1953.  In  1955,  the 
R.A.'s  and  Sun  Beams  were  organized.  The  YBW  organization  was  begun  in  1970. 

In  1958  construction  was  begun  on  the  west  wing  and  was  dedicated  on  August 
5,  1962.  Among  the  many  features  added  to  the  church  during  this  construction  was 
a  fellowship  hall,  a  kitchen,  the  brick  veneering  of  the  sanctuary,  new  art  glass 
windows,  the  baptistry,  choir  space,  and  new  pulpit  area. 

In  1961  a  library  was  established. 

The  South  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  Association  was  formed  in  1966. 

In  the  past  few  years,  several  improvements  have  been  made  on  the  church 
grounds  and  inside  the  sanctuary.  An  organ  was  purchased  in  1969,  picnic  shelter 
and  BBQ  fireplace  was  built  in  1972,  and  air  conditioning  was  installed  in  1974. 

A  lot  consisting  of  approximately  an  acre  was  donated  for  a  pastorium.  An  eight 
room  house  was  constructed  in  1977. 

A  church  15-passenger  van  was  purchased  in  1986.  During  1987  a  new 
fellowship  building  was  constructed,  including  additional  Sunday  School  rooms. 
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On  May  22,  1983,  the  church  conducted  a  special  called  conference  and  a 
decision  was  made  to  try  to  establish  a  new  church-type  mission  during  the 
upcoming  church  year.  Later,  a  mission  committee  was  named  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  and  various  member  churches,  an  area 
near  Highway  801  south  of  the  church  was  mapped  and  a  people-search  survey  was 
conducted. 

Working  with  the  Associational  Director  of  Missions,  Clarence  Vassar,  and  the 
New  Work  Division  of  the  N.C.  Baptist  State  Convention,  the  church  recruited  Phil 
Kitchin,  a  Southeastern  Seminary  student  from  Winston-Salem,  to  be  a  summer 
mission  worker  to  establish  a  New  Work  in  the  area. 

In  June  of  1984,  an  initial  Bible  Study  was  held  in  a  member  couple's  home. 
During  the  summer  months,  a  former  welding  shop  became  available  as  a  meeting 
facility,  a  Backyard  Bible  Club  was  held,  and  a  continuing  mission  Bible  study  was 
established.  The  mission  was  named  the  Bread  of  Life  Baptist  Chapel. 

In  October  1984,  South  Oak  Ridge  Baptist  Church,  along  with  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association,  voted  to  continue  sponsoring  and  supporting  the  newly  formed  group 
as  a  full  time  mission  with  Phil  Kitchin  continuing  as  the  Mission  Pastor  on  a 
part-time  basis.  Attendance  and  membership  grew  over  the  next  two  years.  The 
Bread  of  Life  Chapel  was  constituted  as  a  church  on  April  20,  1986,  with  a  present 
membership  of  91. 

During  the  life  of  South  Oak  Ridge  Baptist  Church,  they  have  ordained  one 
member  to  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  the  late  Reverend  Marshall  F.  Reavis. 

The  following  have  served  as  pastor  or  interim  pastor  of  this  body  of  believers 
during  the  past  93  years  of  its  existence:  W.A.  Myers,  S.S.  May,  J.N.  Binkley,  T.C. 
Myers,  W.T.  Comer,  T.A.  Caudle,  Tom  Pardue,  L.M.  Holloway,  G.E.  Burrus,  R.E. 
Adams,  M.F.  Reavis,  Tommy  Luffman,  H.W.  Hutchins,  A.C.  Cheshire,  Frank  Wilson, 
R.E.  Adams,  Grover  Everett,  Homer  Good,  Philip  Beavers. 
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History  of 

's  Baptist  Church 


1  he  origin  of  Swaim's  Baptist  Church  is  vague.  The  story  borders  on  legend. 
However,  the  traditional  story  that  clusters  around  the  beginning  of  Swaim's  Church 
is  contained  in  a  tradition  that  was  handed  down  from  an  aged  lady.  The  story  runs 
something  like  this:  Two  men  were  passing  near  the  spot  where  this  church  was 
later  located.  They  sat  down  on  a  log  to  rest,  the  beauty  of  the  location,  the  trees 
and  one  suggested  that  this  would  be  an  excellent  place  to  erect  a  church  where 
the  people  could  worship  the  wonderful  God  who  had  created  the  beautiful 
the  people  could  worship  the  wonderful  God  who  had  created  the  beautiful 
surroundings.  These  men  communicated  their  thoughts  to  others  and  there  was 
complete  agreement  among  the  group  that  it  would  be  good  to  establish  a  place  of 
worship.  At  this  point  these  God-fearing  men,  after  careful  thought,  erected  a  brush 
arbor  in  which  they  could  worship  God.  The  length  of  time  that  services  were  held 
in  this  arbor  is  not  known,  but  in  due  time,  they  saw  the  need  of  erecting  a  plain 
structure  or  building  of  logs  to  take  the  place  of  the  arbor.  The  exact  date  of  this  log 
building  is  not  known,  but  one  old  minute  says  the  church  was  set  apart  in  1794. 

Some  time  later,  another  church  was  erected  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  old 
graveyard.  The  doors  in  this  building  were  located  in  the  east  and  south  of  the 
building,  custom  caused  the  women  to  enter  from  the  east  and  the  men  from  the 
south.  The  membership  of  this  church  in  1861  was  about  70.  This  building  was  sold 
November  12,  1904,  to  the  highest  bidder.  Bro.  C.J.  Hemric  was  auctioneer  and  Bro. 
S.S.  Wagoner  was  highest  bidder.  The  bid  was  $22.00. 
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In  1904  a  frame  building  was  started  near  the  present  building.  The  first  meeting 
in  this  building  was  April  9,  1905.  The  church  book  records  that  the  number  of 
shingles  it  took  to  cover  this  building  was  22,500. 

In  1900,  W.M.  Hemric  was  janitor.  He  was  paid  $1.51  for  the  year's  work.  In  1894 
Rev.  W.G.  Brown  was  pastor.  His  salary  for  one  year  was  $40.00.  In  1903  Rev.  S.D. 
Swaim  assisted  in  the  revival,  and  received  $7.74  for  his  services.  In  1903  the  church 
paid  $3.00  for  missions  and  $3.00  for  orphanage.  Total  expenditures  recorded  for 
the  year  were  $7.48.  Pastor's  pay  was  not  recorded  in  the  minute. 

As  far  back  as  we  can  obtain  records,  the  communion  service  has  been  held 
each  year  the  second  Sunday  in  June.  It  is  still  being  held  at  that  time. 

The  last  frame  building  was  sold  to  Buford  Groce  for  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  present  building  is  of  brick  construction.  It  will  seat  about  500  people  and 
has  a  membership  of  approximately  450.  It  has  a  full-sized  basement,  with  a  heating 
plant  and  9  Sunday  School  rooms.  Swaim's  Church  has  been  a  growing  institution 
ever  since  the  time  founded.  The  membership  of  the  church  has  always  been  large. 
It  was  composed  of  the  larger  number  of  the  God-fearing  and  Christian  people  of 
the  surrounding  communities. 

Swaim's  Church  has  been  a  great  force  in  molding  the  life  and  character  of  the 
people  in  the  community.  It  has  inscribed  upon  the  hearts  and  souls  of  the  people 
in  an  indelible  reverence  for  the  great  God  of  the  Universe,  and  has  helped  make 
the  God-fearing  men  in  promoting  God's  Work  on  Earth. 

God  has  been  good  and  has  made  it  possible  for  this  church  to  continue 
through  the  decades,  and  it  is  a  sincere  prayer  of  all  the  Christian  people  that  it  may 
continue  to  impart  life  in  the  community  and  be  a  place  in  which  men  and  women 
can  assemble  from  time  to  time  and  pour  out  the  inner  longings  of  their  hearts  and 
souls  to  God,  and  ask  for  deliverance  from  sin  and  call  on  God  for  protection  and 
guidance  throughout  the  entire  span  of  their  lives.  "Amen." 

The  pastors  of  Swaim's  Baptist  Church  from  the  oldest  available  records  were  as 
follows: 


1852-1866 

Rev. 

Thomas  Howell 

1902-1906 

Rev. 

M.H.  Prevette 

1866-1867 

Rev. 

VV.M.G.  Brown 

1906-1909 

Rev. 

J.N.  Binkley 

1867-1870 

Rev. 

Thomas  Howell 

1909-1912 

Rev. 

E.W.  Turner 

1870-1872 

Rev. 

S.D.  Brown 

1924-1926 

Rev. 

M.A.  Lindley 

1872-1879 

Rev. 

J. A.  Rose 

1926-1927 

Rev. 

W.V.  Brown 

1879-1880 

Rev. 

Tom  D.  Casstevens 

1927-1931 

M.A. 

Lindley 

1880-1884 

Rev. 

E.J.  Adams 

1931-1933 

Rev. 

J.L  Martin 

1884-1888 

Rev. 

S.D.  Swaim 

1933-1939 

Rev. 

E.C.  Norman 

1888-1890 

Rev. 

J.J.  Angell 

1939-1945 

Rev. 

Clete  Simmons 

1890-1891 

Rev. 

W.G.  Brown 

1945-1946 

Rev. 

D.C.  Swaim 

1891-1893 

Rev. 

V.M.  Swaim 

1946-1948 

Rev. 

A.C.  Larrimore 

1893-1897 

Rev. 

J.W.  Burchette 

1948-1952 

Rev. 

G.M.  Walters 

1897-1901 

Rev. 

T.C.  Myers 

1952 

D.L 

Temple 

1901-1902 

Rev. 

W.V.  Brown 

Later  pastors  are  as  follows:  Rev.  L.E.  Myers,  Rev.  Caldwell  Henderson,  Rev.  L.D. 
Hobson,  Rev.  R.F.  Laws,  Rev.  Bobby  Russel,  Rev.  Roby  Heath,  Rev.  Henry  Wheeler, 
Rev.  Timmy  Towe,  Rev.  Michael  Snelgrove,  and  Rev.  Sammy  McLamb. 
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History  of 
Union  Grove  Baptist  Church 


1858-1990 


V-Jn  August  23rd  and  24th,  William  Brown  and  Issac  Davis  were  appointed  by 
the  Reece  Church  (now  Boonville  First  Baptist)  to  come  to  sit  as  an  arm  to  receive 
members.  They  met  monthly  at  Union  Grove  and  continued  to  receive  members 
until  it  was  established  as  a  church  October  15,  1858.  The  first  pastor  was  Issac 
Davis  and  the  first  clerk  was  H.J.  Adams.  George  Adams  gave  three  acres  of  land  in 
1858.  Upon  this  land  they  built  a  brush  arbor,  later  they  built  a  church  building.  We 
celebrated  our  centennial  October  19,  1958. 

The  first  communion  service  was  observed  the  fourth  Sunday  in  May  1859. 
Union  Grove  was  received  into  the  Yadkin  Association  in  1859.  The  first  revival  was 
held  the  first  Sunday  in  September  1859.  Our  first  Sunday  School  was  organized  in 
April  1869,  which  met  only  during  the  summer  months. 

In  1870,  brethren  from  Union  Grove  met  with  Friendship  and  established 
Friendship  Baptist  Church. 

Some  interesting  practices  during  the  early  years  were  that  the  church  roll  was 
called  each  quarter  and  sometimes,  when  the  money  was  needed,  the  members 
were  assesed  for  it. 

The  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  met  the  first  time  in  1891  with  Union  Grove. 

A  business  meeting  used  to  be  held  on  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday  each 
month. 
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The  first  pastor  ordained  at  Union  Grove  was  brother  T.C.  Myers  in  1894.  Brother 
A.D.  Poindexter  and  Brother  Emmitt  Caudle  were  ordained  later.  In  1908,  plans  were 
made  for  erecting  the  basic  structure  of  the  building  which  the  church  occupies 
today.  Rev.  R.P.  Coram  was  pastor  for  32  years. 

In  1937,  the  church  responded  to  Brother  E.C.  Norman's  leadership  in  making 
improvements  to  the  church  and  grounds.  These  improvements  prove  today  that 
Union  Grove  has  one  of  the  loveliest  locations  in  the  Yadkin  Association.  In  1941, 
Sunday  School  rooms  were  added  to  the  church  building;  four  years  later  the 
sanctuary  was  redecorated.  In  the  fall  of  1951,  a  basement  was  dug  and  heating 
system  was  installed.  Rev.  M.F.  Reavis  was  pastor  at  this  time. 

In  1954,  the  pulpit  furniture  was  given  in  honor  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.B.  Hobson.  Mr. 
Hobson  was  church  clerk  for  28  years. 

In  1955,  the  church  was  brick-veneered,  along  with  more  classrooms  and 
baptistry  and  restrooms  were  added.  Rev.  Jack  Gentry  was  pastor  at  this  time.  He 
stayed  with  us  until  1960.  Rev.  James  I.  Murphy  was  called  as  our  pastor  in  1960. 
The  church  voted  to  build  a  parsonage.  Much  of  the  cost  was  defrayed  by  generous 
donations  of  timber  and  time  building  the  parsonage.  The  pastor  and  family  moved 
into  this  new  home  the  same  year.  The  church  ordained  Rev.  Jim  Murphy  December 
18,  1960. 

In  1962,  an  organ  was  purchased  and  later  a  new  piano  was  added;  with  these 
two  instruments,  the  love  of  music  which  the  members  of  Union  Grove  have  always 
shown  has  proven  to  be  a  great  asset  to  the  life  of  the  church. 

In  1968,  Roy  Jester  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  by  this  church.  He  was  a 
deacon  and  had  been  Sunday  School  superintendent. 

On  March  27,  1968,  the  church  voted  to  issue  bonds  for  $50,000  for  a  new 
education  building.  The  cost  of  the  new  building  was  $57,975. 

Rev.  Jim  Murphy  resigned  December  1968.  Rev.  Everett  Thomas  was  elected  our 
pastor  January  19,  1969.  He  resigned  July  5,  1970.  Rev.  Stephen  Perrou  resigned 
April  14,  1974.  Rev.  Billy  G.  Washburn,  Sr.  was  elected  pastor  September  8,  1974. 
May  25,  1975,  a  cemetery  trust  fund  was  put  into  effect.  We  now  have  $18,000.  The 
interest  keeps  the  expenses  paid. 

In  1975,  the  church  voted  to  have  a  library.  We  now  have  over  4250+  books. 

In  November  1976,  the  remaining  bonds  for  the  educational  building  were  paid, 
and  the  same  year  a  new  front  to  the  church  was  built. 

In  April  1977,  all  church  facilities  were  air  conditioned  at  a  cost  of  $10,500. 

In  1978,  the  church  voted  to  purchase  a  hearing  aid  type  speaker  system,  10 
outlets,  10  speakers,  1  speaker  for  nursery  and  amplifier. 

In  October  1979,  church  cemetery  driveway  was  paved. 

In  July  1982,  1  acre  of  land  was  purchased  to  enlarge  cemetery. 

In  August  1982,  .16  acre  of  land  was  purchased  to  enlarge  cemetery. 

In  October  1983,  the  sanctuary  was  remodeled  and  carpeted  at  a  cost  of  $57,170. 
Rev.  Billy  Washburn,  Sr.  resigned  March  1984.  Rev.  Larry  Childs  was  elected  interim 
pastor  in  May  1984.  Rev.  Michael  Hill  became  our  pastor  January  1985. 

The  church  began  broadcasting  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service  over 
WYDK  in  December  1985.  A  long  range  building  committee  was  appointed,  they  are 
Alton  Vestal,  Tom  Matthews,  Carl  Jester,  C.A.  Jester,  Linda  Hobson,  and  Patty 
Shermer. 
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The  church  driveway  was  resurfaced  in  June  1986  at  a  cost  of  $12,980.  In  August 
1986,  a  T.V.  and  VCR  was  purchased,  later  a  BTN  Satellite  was  purchased  for  the 
Media  Center. 

In  the  February,  1987,  business  meeting,  the  church  voted  to  pay  $1,000  a  year 
for  three  years  for  the  new  Yadkin  Associational  office  building. 

A  church  van  was  purchased  in  August  1987.  At  this  time,  the  building 
committee  has  plans  to  bring  before  the  church  to  add  much  needed  space  to  the 
educational  building. 

In  March  1988,  a  van  shelter  was  built  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2500. 

In  August  1988,  a  Sunday  morning  service  was  held  and  Frank  Hobson,  Sr.,  and 
Early  Hobson  were  appointed  Deacon  Emeritus  for  30  years  of  service  or  more. 

On  December  17,  1988,  the  church  purchased  10  acres  of  land  which  joined  our 
present  cemetery. 

June  18,  1989,  Dr.  Michael  Hill,  Sr.,  resigned  to  serve  Black  Mountain  Baptist 
Church. 

August  6,  1989,  Rev.  Charles  Jones  was  elected  as  interim  pastor. 

December  3,  1989,  Rev.  Kenny  Gooden  was  called  as  pastor  of  Union  Grove 
Baptist  Church. 

Today,  Union  Grove  has  grown  from  a  charter  membership  of  40  to  380  at 
present  and  363  enrolled  in  Sunday  School.  We  have  a  little  over  16  acres  of  land 
and  three  modern  brick  buildings. 
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History  of 
West  Bend  Baptist  Church 


West  Bend  Baptist  Church  is  located  in  rural  Forsyth  County,  listing  a  Route 
One,  Lewisville  address.  Though  a  member  church  of  the  Yadkin  Association,  it  has 
been  inactive  since  the  early  1970's.  The  church  has  never  officially  requested 
withdrawal. 

Organized  in  July,  1876,  the  church  was  received  as  a  member  into  the 
association  at  the  September,  1876,  annual  session  held  at  Sandy  Springs.  Rev. 
Stanley  S.  May  was  listed  as  their  first  pastor  with  a  reported  membership  of  eleven. 

In  1885  the  church  was  dismissed  to  join  the  Pilot  Mountain  Association.  Upon 
leaving  the  Yadkin  Association  they  reported  38  members  with  40  enrolled  in 
Sunday  School.  West  Bend  helped  organize  Huntsville  Baptist  (1883). 

At  the  August,  1902,  annual  meeting  held  at  Forbush  Baptist,  the  church 
requested  to  be  readmitted  to  the  Yadkin  Association.  With  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Myers 
(1849-1919)  listed  as  pastor  in  1902,  the  church  reported  a  membership  of  30  and 
34  enrolled  in  Sunday  School.  Associational  minutes  disclose  the  church  was 
actively  supportive  and  contributed  financially  from  the  time  of  its  readmittance 
until  about  1971. 

Though  West  Bend  has  never  been  very  large  numerically,  its  members  have 
faithfully  met  for  worship  since  its  organization.  At  last  report  the  church  had  a 
membership  of  about  70. 

The  church  has  engaged  in  several  remodeling  and  building  programs  through 
the  years,  which  have  resulted  in  the  church's  present  facilities. 

The  current  pastor  is  Rev.  William  Hutchen. 
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History  of 
West  Yadkin  Baptist  Church 


West  Yadkin  Church  was  organized  September  9,  1960,  under  a  tent  located 

i  near  the  West  Yadkin  Community  Building.  After  a  few  meetings  in  the  tent,  the 

congregation  moved  to  the  basement  of  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Prevette. 

1  They  met  there  until  December  of  that  year  when  the  first  unit  of  the  new  church 

I  building  was  completed.  The  first  pastor  was  Reverend  A.R.  Hastings. 

J.W.  Garner  donated  two  tracts  of  land  for  use  by  the  church. 
]        The  second  unit  of  the  church  was  started  the  following  year  and  placed  in  use 
|  in  1962  and  the  grounds  improved. 

In  1971  the  church  purchased  the  Bob  Dobbins'  home  located  at  Brooks 
i  Crossroad  on  Highway  21  to  be  used  as  the  parsonage.  The  church  paid  off  the 
r>  parsonage  in  1972. 

I       In  the  fall  of  1973  the  new  sanctuary  was  built  and  completed  in  the  spring  of 
:  1974. 
I       In  1981  the  parsonage  was  remodeled  and  was  beautifully  decorated. 

In  July  1984  the  church  parking  lot  and  drive  was  paved. 
5       In  August  1984  the  old  sanctuary  was  converted  into  a  fellowship  hall. 

In  July  1985  the  church  debt  was  paid  off. 

The  church  purchased  a  van  in  1986. 

In  September  1986  the  church  purchased  two  acres  of  land  from  J.D.  Garner  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  fellowship  hall  in  the  future. 

The  church  called  Wesley  Mosteller  as  Minister  of  Youth  in  January  1987. 
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The  church  sold  the  parsonage  in  1989. 

Pastors  of  the  church  have  been  A.R.  Hastings,  R.A.  Call,  Ted  Macemore,  Claude 
Boling,  Grady  Trivette,  Claude  Haynes,  and  Kenny  Gooden.  Wes  Mosteller  is 
presently  serving  as  interim  pastor. 
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History  of 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Yadkinville 


1  he  First  Baptist  Church  of  Yadkinville  was  organized  in  1858,  an  outgrowth  of 
a  movement  begun  at  the  62nd  annual  session  of  the  Yadkin  Association,  held  with 
>>waim's  Church  September  29-October  1,  1854.  A  building  was  erected  in  the 
iecond  block  east  of  the  present  location  in  1855,  and  operated  as  an  arm  of 
Crossroads  Church,  which  supplied  preachers.  On  December  11,  1858,  a  group  of 
';7  men  met  with  Elder  W.G.  Brown,  Elder  F.H.  Jones,  and  Elder  Isaac  Davis  to 
organize  their  own  church.  They  ordained  two  deacons,  Christian  Royal  and 
iVilliam  Reynolds.  Church  clerk  was  S.C.  Mackee. 

A  second  building  was  built  about  1902,  in  the  second  block  north  of  the 
ourthouse  square,  and  was  used  until  March,  1950.  On  May  30,  1943,  members 
noted  to  establish  a  $20,000  building  fund  for  a  new  building.  On  October  20,  1948, 
le  church  purchased  a  lot  two  blocks  south  of  the  courthouse  square  and  on  July 
,  1949,  the  building  committee  was  authorized  to  proceed  with  construction.  It  was 
Dmpleted  in  February,  1950,  at  a  cost  of  about  $50,000. 

On  December  7,  1958,  the  church  observed  a  centennial  celebration.  In  1961,  an 
ducational  building  with  8  classrooms  was  built  for  $47,000.  On  October  30,  1977, 
new  $357,000  educational  building-fellowship  hall  with  12,000  square  feet  was 
?dicated. 

Today,  total  membership  is  451.  There  are  286  resident  members  and  165  non- 
sident.  Average  attendance  is  257  including  mission  groups.  Under  present  pastor 
chard  Eskew  the  church  has  continued  a  strong  program  of  support  for  foreign, 
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state,  and  local  missions.  For  the  past  year  members  of  the  church  have  assisted  in 
the  operation  of  a  Spanish  Mission  located  on  church  property,  and  Revered  Eskew 
conducts  a  prison  ministry. 

Members  who  have  served  as  Sunday  School  Superintendents  from  the  early 
years  to  the  present  include  Isaac  Shore  1908,  R.C.  Puryear  1909,  D.M.  Reece  1910- 
1911,  John  L.  Riddle  1912-1916,  W.E.  Fleming  1917-1918,  Isaac  Shore  1919-1924, 
W.E.  Dobbins  1926-1929,  J.L.  Crater  1930-1932,  D.B.  Anderson  1933,  Avalon  E.  Hall 
1934-1945,  Rossie  S.  Shore  1946-1947,  R.P.  Buchanan  1948-1949,  D.D.  Williamson 
1950,  Leo  Wagoner  1951,  Max  Welborn  1952,  Bill  Bridgewater  1953,  William  E. 
Rutledge  Jr.  1954-1956,  Edwin  Eaton  1957,  William  E.  Rutledge  Jr.  1958,  William  E. 
Hall  1959,  John  L.  McKnight  1960-1967,  Carl  Shore,  Jr.  1968-1970;  Sunday  School 
Directors,  Rex  Greene  1971,  John  L.  McKnight  1972-1975,  Ralph  Ray  1976,  Charles 
Scott  1977,  Charles  Collins  1978,  Tommy  Brandon  1979-1980,  Emmitte  Winslow 
1981-1983,  John  L  McKnight  1984-1985,  Hazel  Brown-Charles  Stone  1986,  Hazel 
Brown  1987-1989. 

Pastors  include  W.G.  Brown  1859,  1868-1870;  Isaac  Davis  1860-1861,  1865-1866; 
Edwin  Martin  1862;  Abram  Weaver  1867;  T.D.  Casstevens  1872-1878;  C.C.  Haymore 
1879,  1882-1883;  J.H.  Lewellyn  1880-1881;  E.N.  Gwyn  1888;  T.C.  Myers  1894-1895; 
W.E.  Casstevens  1896;  Stanley  S.  May  1898-1900;  J.J.  Beech  1904-1906;  J.H. 
Spaulding  1907-1908;  C.H.  Utley  1910;  W.V.  Brown  1912-1918;  A.L.  McLendon  1920; 
T.S.  Draughn  1921-1922;  T.S.  Crutchfield  1925-1926;  O.H.  Hauser  1928;  D.E.  Deaton 
1929;  W.E.  Linney  1931-1933;  J.P.  Davis  1934-1935;  R.L  West  1938-1942;  Wm.  T. 
Adams  1943-1944;  E.W.  McMurray  1945-1952;  Baxter  Phillips  1952-1954;  Roger  R. 
Jackson  1956-1970;  Carlton  Mitchell,  interim,  1970-1971;  Richard  Eskew,  August 
1971  to  the  present. 
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A  Brief  History  of 
Zion  Baptist  Church 


Un  June,  the  4th  Saturday,  1825,  Union  Baptist  Church  in  Wilkes  County  met  at 
Dothard's  School  House  in  Iredell  County  to  "set  off  an  Arm"  or  Mission.  The 
following  members  admitted  their  names  as  members  of  the  said  Arm  or  Mission: 
'Harris  Stanley,  John  Walker,  Wesley  Armstrong,  James  Barnet,  Charles  Russell, 
Elizabeth  George,  Ester  Jones,  Sally  Barnet,  and  Sary  Walker. 

They  met  as  a  mission  for  one  year,  from  June  1825  until  the  4th  Saturday  of  July 
1826,  when  it  was  constituted  or  organized  as  a  church. 

The  original  deed  for  the  church  land  was  made  and  entered  into  the  24th  day 
iof  September  1825  between  Jacob  Dothard  and  the  members  composing  the  Arm  or 
Mission  of  Union  Church  in  Wilkes  County.  "Set  off  at  Dothard's  School  House  in 
Iredell  County  and  the  neighbors  who  might  think  it  proper  to  help  build  a  church 
house  on  the  following  tract  of  land,  for  which  he  was  paid  five  dollars."  (This  is 
only  a  part  of  the  original  deed  which  was  signed  by  Jacob  Dothard  and  witnessed 
;  :>y  John  Beaty,  Aquilla  Windsor,  and  Isaac  George.) 

At  the  meeting  in  August  1825,  Farris  Stanley  was  appointed  clerk.  In  December 
1825,  the  Church  Arm  or  Mission  requested  a  constitution  and  directed  the  clerk  to 
nquire  into  the  possibility  of  being  organized  or  constituted  as  a  church. 

The  following  are  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  when  the  Church  Arm  was 
".onstituted  as  a  church: 

On  July  4th,  Saturday,  A.D.  1826,  the  Church  Arm  or  Mission 
met.  It  being  the  appointed  time  for  constituting  the  said  Church, 
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and  took  their  seats  with  Elders  William  Dodson,  William  Gilliam, 
Thomas  Mastin,  and  John  Walker,  called  to  assist  in  the 
constitutioning  of  the  Church,  appeared  in  fellowship  and 
proceeded  as  follows: 

After  the  strength  of  the  Church  Arm  was  inquired  into,  it 
appointed  Brother  William  Dodson  moderator,  and  Brother  Harris 
Stanley  as  clerk. 

1.  They  inquired  into  the  faith  of  the  Church  Arm  or  Mission. 

2.  Inquired  into  the  qualifications  of  Brother  Harris  Stanley  as  their 
preacher,  Brother  James  Barnet  as  their  deacon. 

After  due  examination  the  committee  agreed  to  constitute  the 
said  church,  but  deferred  the  ordination  of  Brother  Harris  Stanley 
and  Brother  James  Barnet  until  the  ensuing  Sunday. 

Oh  Sunday,  the  committee  met  according  to  appointment  and 
proceeded  to  ordain  Brother  Harris  Stanley,  and  give  him  special 
charge  of  the  aforesaid  church  as  their  pastor  and  Brother  James 
Barnet  as  their  deacon. 
In  August  1826,  the  members  met  and  named  the  church  ZION,  and  Joseph 
Beamon   was   appointed   the   first   clerk.   They  agreed   to   join   the   Brier  Creek 
Association. 

Zion  Baptist  Church  is  one  of  the  oldest  churches  in  this  area.  The  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  early  church  joined  by  letter  from  Union  and  Flat  Rock  Baptist 
Churches.  Many  of  the  ministers  of  these  churches  were  invited  to  assist  in 
communion  services,  revivals,  and  baptisms.  These  early  ministers  had  a  great 
influence  on  the  growth  and  development  of  Zion  Church.  They  were  men 
dedicated  to  serving  and  teaching  as  well  as  preaching.  They  endured  many 
hardships  in  travel.  Many  lived  a  distance  away  and  had  to  travel  by  horse  and 
buggy,  horseback,  or  walk.  The  roads  were  hardly  passable,  especially  in  winter  and 
rainy  weather.  They  would  come  on  Friday  and  stay  with  a  family  in  the  community 
until  Monday. 

It  was  said  the  home  of  John  Jennings,  this  side  of  Campbell's  Mill  was  called 
the  "Preacher's  Hotel."  Sometimes  there  would  be  several  staying  there  at  the  same 
time. 

Money  was  scarce  during  those  early  years  and  the  offerings  were  small.  In 
1895,  the  church  voted  to  pay  one-third  the  cost  of  a  horse  for  their  pastor, 
Reverend  V.M.  Swain,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  collect  money  for  the 
pastor. 

During  a  meeting  in  October  of  1970  Zion  Baptist  Church  voted  to  withdraw 
from  the  Brier  Creek  Association  and  to  join  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 
Following  is  a  list  of  pastors  of  Zion  Baptist  Church: 

1.  Elder  Harris  Stanley  was  pastor  from  July  1826  until  October  1829.  27 
members  were  added  by  experience  and  5  by  letter  and  1  excluded. 

2.  Elder  John  Walker  was  pastor  from  November  1830  until  August  1831.  Two 
members  joined  by  experience. 


288 


3.  Elder  Robert  Pardue  served  from  September  1831  until  1837.  12  members 
joined  by  experience,  6  by  letter;  12  were  dismissed  by  letter,  5  were  excluded,  and 
2  were  lost  by  death. 

4.  Elder  William  Garner  served  as  pastor  from  September  1837  and  served  8 
years.  34  joined  by  experience,  6  by  letter;  12  were  dismissed  by  letter,  5  were 
excluded,  and  1  lost  by  death. 

5.  Elder  Zachariah  B.  Adams  served  from  November  1847-January  1849.  27 
members  joined  by  letter;  1  dismissed  and  1  lost  by  death. 

6.  Elder  Solomon  D.  Swaim  was  pastor  from  January  1849-1864.  In  his  15  years 
of  service,  107  people  joined  by  experience,  16  by  letter;  12  were  dismissed  by 
letter.  10  were  excluded  and  lost  5  by  death. 

7.  Elder  Richard  W.  Wooten  was  pastor  from  July  1864-1865.  The  church 
i  received  7  by  experience  and  excluded  1. 

8.  Rev.  Thomas  Howell  served  from  March  1866-September  1868.  19  joined  by 
experience,  7  by  letter;  15  were  dismissed  by  letter  and  5  were  excluded. 

9.  Rev.  Israel  Hollar  served  4  months  from  September  1868-January  1869.  4 
joined  by  experience  and  1  by  letter. 

10.  Rev.  Young  Jordan  served  from  February  1869-February  1870.  8  joined  by 
1  experience  and  8  by  letter.  6  were  dismissed  by  letter  and  excluded  1. 

11.  Rev.  Thomas  Paris  served  from  March  1870-December  1875.  The  church 
received  31  members  by  experience,  8  by  letter.  5  were  excluded,  8  were  dismissed 

|  by  letter  and  1  deceased. 

12.  Rev.  William  G.  Brown  served  from  January  1876-December  1879.  43  were 
i  received  by  experience,  by  letter;  1  dismissed  by  letter  and  1  excluded. 

13.  Rev.  W.A.  Myers  served  as  deacon,  clerk,  and  was  ordained  in  1868  as  a 
I  minister.  He  served  as  pastor  from  December  1879  until  October  1889.  80  members 
|  joined  by  baptism  and  6  by  letter.  4  were  excluded.  Rev.  Myers  also  served  a  2nd 
)  term  from  1906-November  1908. 

14.  Rev.  J. P.  Gwaltney  served  the  church  for  2  terms.  His  1st  was  from  October 
|  1889-November  1991.  The  2nd  term  was  from  October  1899-November  1901. 

j        15.  Rev.  V.M.  Swain  served  from  January  1892-May  1896.  31  members  joined  by 
I  baptism,  9  by  letter,  and  1  excluded. 

16.  Rev.  E.N.  Gwyn  served  from  May  1896-October  1899  as  pastor.  He  previously 
had  served  the  church  as  a  deacon  and  as  clerk  before  becoming  pastor. 
>        17.  Rev.  W.T.  Comer  served  from  September  1901 -November  1905. 

18.  Rev.  W.E.  (William  Ernest)  Linney  served  from  November  1908-December 
1911  and  from  1929-1937. 

19.  Rev.  T.E.  Redmond  served  from  January  1912-August  1918. 

20.  Rev.  J.N.  Binkley  served  as  supply  pastor  from  September  1918-July  1919. 

21.  Rev.  R.N.  Garner  served  as  pastor  from  September  1919-December  1927. 

22.  Rev.  Gus  Myers  served  from  December  1937-September  1939. 

23.  Rev.  Grady  D.  White  served  from  1939-1961.  129  joined  by  baptism.  He 
helped  in  over  77  funerals  at  Zion  during  those  22  years  as  pastor. 

24.  Rev.  Eugene  Burris  served  from  1961-1965.  During  his  tenure  at  Zion  the 
church  built  new  Sunday  School  rooms,  nursery,  and  fellowship  hall. 
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25.  Rev.  Romie  E.  Adams  served  as  interim  pastor  from  June  1965-April  1966. 

26.  Rev.  Dr.  Carlton  Mitchell  served  as  interim  pastor  for  a  short  period  of  time. 

27.  Rev.  James  D.  Hall  served  as  pastor  from  November  1966-January  1969.  His 
family  was  the  1st  to  live  in  the  new  pastorium. 

28.  Rev.  L.  Grady  Burgiss  served  as  interim  pastor  in  1969. 

29.  Rev.  Sidney  Grimes  served  from  January  1970-June  1975. 

30.  Rev.  David  W.  Hartzog  III  served  as  interim  pastor  in  1975-77. 

31.  Rev.  Grady  Trivette  served  from  February  1977-1980. 

32.  Rev.  Joey  Tomlin  served  from  1980-May  1986.  During  his  service  at  Zion  a 
baptistry  was  built. 

33.  Rev.  Latt  Beshears  served  as  interim  pastor  in  1986. 

34.  Rev.  Stan  Cabell  served  from  December  1986-January  1990. 
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APPENDIX 
B 


DIRECTORS  OF  MISSIONS 


Miss  Kathleen  Vestal 

May  15,  1946-May  15,  1947 


PERSONAL  INFORMATION 

Birth:  Born  in  Yadkin  County  on  November 

14,  1922 
Parents:  James  Elbert  and  Pearl  Vestal. 
Early  Church  Life:  Grew  up  in  Charity  Bap- 
tist community,  Yadkin 
County,  joining  Charity 
Baptist  in  1933. 
Marital  Status:  Married    May   29,    1947    to 
Rev.  Bernard  LeSueur,  Sr. 

CHILDREN 

Eleanor  LeSueur  Green  and  Floyd  Bernard,  Jr. 


EDUCATION 

1939  graduate  of  Boonville  High  School 

1943  graduate  of  Appalachian  State  Teachers  College  with  a  B.A.  degree 

1946  graduate  of  WMU  Training  School,  Louisville,  KY,  v/ith  Master  of  Religious 

Education 
1972  East  Carolina  University,  Masters  in  Education 

WORK  EXPERIENCE 

Librarian  Mineral  Springs  High  School,  Forsyth  County,  1943 

Associational  Missionary,  Yadkin  Baptist  Association,  May  15,  1946-May  15,  1947 

Pastor's  wife,  1947-1957 

Chaplain  Virginia  Baptist  Home,  Culpeper,  Virginia,  1957-1965 

Librarian  in  Virginia  Public  Schools,  1965-1988 

Retired  June  30,  1988 

DENOMINATIONAL  AND  ORGANIZATIONAL  SERVICES 
Worked  with  mission  organizations,  1947-1959 
Association  WMU  officer  and  group  leader,  1948-1957 
State  WMU  officer,  1956-1960 

Adult  Sunday  School  teacher  for  18  years  at  Culpeper  Baptist 
WMU  Director,  Culpeper  Baptist  for  two  years 
Shiloh  Association  WMU  Director,  1983-86 
Shiloh  Association  Vice-Moderator  1989- 
Member  of  Shiloh  Association  Executive  Committee,  1983-1989 
Deacon  Culpeper  Baptist  1988- 

PRESENT  RESIDENCE 

At  this  writing  she  and  her  husband  live  at  the  Virginia  Baptist  Home  in 
Culpeper,  Virginia.  r>oQ 
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Mrs.  Toye  E.  Grigg 

October  1947-May  1949 


PERSONAL  INFORMATION 

Birth:  Mae    Chapman    (Grigg)    was    born 
March  26,  1925  in  King's  Mountain, 
Cleveland  County,  North  Carolina 
Parents:  Noah  and  Myrtha  Chapman 
Early  Church  Life:  Made    a    profession    of 
faith  at  age  nine,   Pat- 
terson Grove  Baptist 
Marital  Status:  Married  Toye  E.  Grigg  on 
August  14,  1945 

CHILDREN 

Carl,  Shirley,  and  Ronnie. 


EDUCATION 

1941  graduate  of  Bethware  High  School,  Cleveland  County 

1946  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College  with  a  degree  in  Religious  Education 

WORK  EXPERIENCE 

Summer  of  1945  worked  with  the  State  Home  Mission  Board  of  Southern  Baptist 

Convention,  Kentucky 
Summer  of  1947  worked  with  State  Sunday  School  Board 
October  1947-May  1949  Associational  Missionary  of  Yadkin  Baptist  Association 
Mother  and  Housewife 
Supervisor  at  King's  Mountain  Sewing  Plant 
Extended  Day  School  for  high  school  dropouts  in  King's  Mountain  school  district 

for  ten  years 
Kindergarten  at  Grover  School,  King's  Mountain,  1985- 

DENOMINATIONAL  AND  ORGANIZATIONAL  SERVICES 
Helped  with  a  mission  church  begun  in  Gastonia,  NC 
Active  in  the  work  of  Oak  View  Baptist,  Kings  Mountain 
Active  at  present  in  Victory  Baptist  Church  in  Grover,  North  Carolina 
Through  the  years  she  has  been  active  by  teaching  in  Vacation  Bible  School, 
teaching  mission  studies  and  Bible  Classes,  and  has  taught  Sunday  School  in 
all  different  age  groups.  At  present  she  teaches  the  Young  Adult  ladies, 
works  with  the  WMU,  and  helps  in  prayer  groups. 

PRESENT  RESIDENCE 

At  this  writing  she  and  her  husband  live  in  King's  Mountain,  North  Carolina. 
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Guy  Somers  Cain 

July  1952- July  30,  1956 


PERSONAL  INFORMATION 

Birth:  Born  September  28,  1904  in  Iredell 

County,  North  Carolina 

Parents:  Anderson  J.  and  Alice  Joyner  Cain 

Early  Church  Life:  Attended  New  Hope 

Baptist,  Iredell  County, 

joining  as  a  youth 

Ordained:  In  the  winter  of  1936,  Rural  Hall 

Bapist,  Forsyth  County 
Marital  Status:  Married    to    Flossie   Sloan, 

December  17,  1926 
Children:  Guy  A.,  Max,  Harold,  Thomas,  and  Alice 

EDUCATION 

1922  graduate  of  Harmony  High  School 
1928  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College 


WORK  EXPERIENCE 

Taught  public  school  during  the  depression  years  at  Mineral  Springs,  Rural  Hall, 

both  in  Forsyth  County 
Principal  of  Pinnacle  High  School  in  Stokes  County,  1934-1935 
Principal  in  Forsyth  County  school  system  of  Vienna,  Old  Richmond,  and  Rural 

Hall  high  schools  -  10  years 
While  teaching  and  serving  as  principal  he  pastored  several  half-time  churches, 

including  Rural  Hall  Baptist  and  Walkertown  Baptist 
Pastor  of  Graham  First  Baptist,  Graham,  North  Carolina,  1943-1952 
Pastor  of  Flat  Rock  Baptist,  Yadkin  County,  July  1952-July  1956 
Associational  Missionary  (half-time)  of  Yadkin  Baptist  Association,  July  1952- 
July  1956 
Served  as  area     missionary  in  Northwest  North  Carolina  for  the  Promotion 

Division  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  Boone,  NC,  1956-1962 
Secretary  of  the  Annuity  Programs  for  North  Carolina  Baptists,  1962-1972 
After  his  retirement  in  1972  he  served  as  interim  pastor  of  a  number  of  churches 
until  his  death. 

DENOMINATIONAL  AND  ORGANIZATIONAL  SERVICES 

During  his  tenure  with  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  he  served  on  several 

boards  and  committees,  including: 
The  Development  Council  of  the  Endowment  Department  of  the  Southern  Baptist 

Convention  Annuity  Board 
Trustee  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Insurance  Trust,  1975-83 
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DEATH 

Guy  Somers  Cain  died  on  April  29,  1984  at  age  79.  He  is  buried  at  Flat  Rock 
Baptist  Church  Cemetery  in  Yadkin  County,  North  Carolina. 
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Lon  Grady  Burgiss 

February  1,  1957-October  31,  1966 


PERSONAL  INFORMATION 

Birth:  March  4,  1902,  near  Windsor's  Cross 
Roads   in   southwestern  Yadkin 
County 
Parents:  Thomas  and  Ella  Parks  Burgiss 
Early  Church  Life:  Attended    Zion    Baptist 
in  Iredell   County  until 
age  twelve.  In  1914  the 
family  moved  to  Elkin, 
where  they  attended  Elkin  Baptist.  At  age   14,  in   1916,  he 
accepted  Christ  as  his  Savior. 
Ordained:  October  18,  1925  by  Elkin  Baptist  Church 

Marital  Status:  Married   Annie   Cooper  on   December    11,    1938.    Mrs.    Burgiss,   a 
graduate  of  Appalachian  State  Teachers  College,  taught  school 
for  many  years  in  Iredell  and  Yadkin  counties. 
Children:  One  son,  Samuel  Grady  Burgiss 

EDUCATION 

Grady  was  forced  to  quit  school  in  the  ninth  grade,  1919,  in  order  to  help  out 
with  family  financial  difficulties.  After  his  ordination  in  1925,  he  re-entered  high 
school  to  finish  his  formal  education. 

Early  in  1926  he  was  diagnosed  as  having  tuberculosis.  He  was  taken  to  the 
state  sanatorium  in  McCain  where  he  stayed  for  almost  a  year.  For  four  years  he 
was  confined  to  bed,  unable  to  even  sit  up  for  meals.  It  was  during  this  time  he 
began  educating  himself  by  memorizing  Scripture,  reading  all  types  of  literature 
and  books,  including  the  complete  works  of  William  Shakespeare.  In  addition  to 
studying,  he  began  writing  poetry. 

His  recovery  took  almost  ten  years.  When  he  was  finally  pronounced  cured, 
he  was  not  only  a  walking  miracle  but  a  man  to  whom  the  term  "self  taught" 
truly  applied. 

He  did  later  study  Greek  at  Guilford  College,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina, 
from  1943-44. 

WORK  EXPERIENCE 

Pastor,  Arlington  Baptist,  Yadkin  County,  September  1936-December  1938 
Pastor,  Ronda  Baptist,  1937-38 
Pastor,  Magnolia  Street  Baptist,  Greensboro,  1939-44 
Pastor,  First  Baptist,  Jacksonville,  January  1945-April  1951 

Associational  Missionary  for  Roanoke/South  Roanoke  Baptist  Association,  April 
1951-January  1957 
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Associational   Missionary   for  Yadkin   Baptist  Association   February    1,    1957- 

October31,  1966 
Pastor,  Enon  Baptist,  Yadkin  County,  1966-67 
Interim  and  supply  pastor  of  several  churches  until  March  3,  1974 

DENOMINATIONAL  AND  ORGANIZATIONAL  SERVICES 
Clerk  of  Piedmont  Baptist  Association,  1942-44 
Elected  to  General  Board  of  Baptist  State  Convention,  1948-51 
Moderator  of  Wilmington  Baptist  Association,  1949-50 
Elected  to  Executive  Committee  of  Baptist  State  Convention,  1951 
Chairman  of  the  Direct  Missions  Committee,  1951 
"The  Village  Parson,  "radio  program  in  Jacksonville,  North  Carolina  -  5  years 

PUBLICATIONS 

Seven  volumes  of  poetry 

One  book  of  music 

Autobiography 

Numerous  other  articles  and  various  works 

Many  of  his  poems  have  been  published  in  various  magazines  and  publications 

HONORS 

Yadkin  County  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  him  Poet  Laureate  of  Yadkin 

County,  January  2,  1973 
"Rev.  L.  Grady  Burgiss  Day"  on  March  4,  1989,  sponsored  by  the  Yadkin  Arts 

Council,  the  Yadkin  County  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society,  the  Charles 

Bruce  Davis  Museum  of  Art,  History,  and  Science,  and  the  Hanes  Corporation 

of  Yadkinville 

PRESENT  RESIDENCE 

Since  1983,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Burgiss  have  resided  in  an  apartment  at  Triad  Senior 
Village  in  Elkin,  North  Carolina. 
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James  Clarence  Shore 

Sep.  1,  1949- June  30,  1950 

(part-time) 
Nov.  1,  1966-Oct.  31,  1977 


PERSONAL  INFORMATION 

Birth:  December  13,  1913,  near  Shacktown 

in  Yadkin  County 
Parents:  James    Blaine    and    Ella    Hoots 

Shore 
Early  Church  Life:  Joined  Deep  Creek  Bap- 
tist in  Yadkin  County,  in 
September  of  1922 
Licensed  to  Preach:  1931  by  Deep  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Yadkin  County 
Ordained:  1936  by  Courtney  Baptist  Church,  Yadkin  County 
Marital  Status:  Married  Helena  Weir  on  June  30,  1934.  Helena  is  a  graduate  of 
Wake  Forest  College.  She  has  served  in  numerous  churches  as 
Music  Director 
Children:  Clara  Jo,  Mickey,  Jeannine,  and  Clarencene 

EDUCATION 

1931  graduate  of  Yadkinville  High  School 

1933  graduate  of  Mars  Hill  College 

1938  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College,  B.A.  degree  with  a  certificate  in  teaching 

School  of  Pastoral  Care,  Bowman  Gray  School  of  Medicine/Baptist  Hospital, 
Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina 


WORK  EXPERIENCE 

Principal  of  elementary  school  in  Nash  County,  1938-39 

Pastor,  Mt.  Carmel  Baptist  in  Chapel  Hill 

Pastor,  Calvary,  Mount  Hermon,  Fairview,  and  Sharon  Baptist,  all  in  Rockingham 

County,  1939-45 
Pastor,  Walkertown  Baptist,  1945-47 
Pastor,  Farmington  Baptist,  1947-49 
Pastor,  Enon  Baptist,  1948-59 
Pastor,  Forbush  Baptist,  1950-53;  1960-66 
Associational  Missionary  (half-time)  of  Yadkin  Baptist  Association,  September 

1,  1949-June30,  1950 
Pastor,  East  Bend  Baptist,  1952-55 
Pastor,  Oaklawn  Baptist,  Forsyth  County,  1958-60 

Director  of  Missions  of  Yadkin  Association,  November  1,  1966-October  31,  1977 
Pastor,  Huntsville  Baptist,  1977-84 
Chaplain  at  Hoots  Memorial  Hospital,  Yadkinville,  1985-present 


299 


DENOMINATIONAL  AND  ORGANIZATIONAL  SERVICES 
Moderator  of  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  1950-54 
Trustee  at  Baptist  Hospital 

Served  on  General  Board  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
President  of  North  Carolina  Associational  Missionaries 
Active  in  Council  on  Aging 

HONORS 

The  association  recognized  his  years  of  service  by  dedicating  the  1977  minutes 

to  him 
Recognized  with  the  Outstanding  Citizen  Award  by  the  Yadkin  County  Ministerial 

Association,  1980 
Presented  Sertoma's  Service  To  Mankind  Award,  1989 

PRESENT  RESIDENCE 

At  this  writing  he  and  his  wife,  who  are  loved  by  everyone  in  Yadkin  County, 
reside  in  Yadkinville  on  Shacktown  Road. 
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Clarence  Oliver  Vassar 

April  19,  1979-May  15,  1987 


PERSONAL  INFORMATION 

Birth:  July    21,    1926,    in    South    Hill,    VA 
Parents:  Clarence   Edward   and   Olive 

Virginia  Vassar 
Early  Church  Life:  Accepted  Christ  as  per- 
sonal Savior  in  July  of 
1938,  at  twelve  years  of 
age,  South  Hill  Baptist 
Church 

Deacon  Ordination:  University  Baptist  Church,  Arlington,  Texas,  October  2,  1957 
Ministry  Ordination:  Spring  Hill  Baptist,  Mobile,  Alabama,  July  23,  1972. 
Marital  Status:  Married    Barbara   Ann    Henderson    on    November   5,    1949.    A 
graduate  of  the  University  of  South  Alabama  and  Pembroke  State 
University,  Barbara  taught  school  for  many  years. 
Children:  Richard  Holt,  Hugh  Edward,  and  Robert  Yancey 

EDUCATION 

South  Hill  High  School,  South  Hill,  Virginia,  1943 

Virginia   Polytechnic   Institute,   Blacksburg,   Virginia,    1949   with   Bachelor  of 

Science  Degree  in  Aeronautical  Engineering 
Baylor  University  Extension,  Dallas,  Texas,  Studies  in  Old  and  New  Testament, 

1954-55 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas,  graduate  work  in  Civil  Engineering, 

1955-57 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  graduated  with 

Master  of  Religious  Education  degree,  1964 
University  of  South  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama,  graduate  work  in  Education 

Administration,  1970-71 

I  WORK  EXPERIENCE  (Secular) 

Army  Air  Corps,  World  War  II,  Aircraft  and  Engine  Mechanic,  1945-47 
Williams  Slate  Company,  Arvonia,  Virginia,  Production  Engineer,  1949-50 
Virginia  Metal  Products  Company,  Orange,  Virginia,  Design  Engineer,  1950-51 
Chance  Vought  Aircraft  Company,  Dallas,  Texas,  Airframe  Design  Engineer, 
1951-61 

WORK  EXPERIENCE  (Ministry) 
Minister  of  Education: 

University  Baptist  Church,  Arlington,  Texas,  1961-64 

West  Lynchburg  Baptist  Church,  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  1964-65 

First  Baptist  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina,  1965-1966 
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Hunter  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  1966-1969 
Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Mobile,  Alabama,  1969-74 
First  Baptist  Church,  Lumberton,  North  Carolina,  1974-79 
Director  of  Missions: 

Yadkin  Baptist  Association,  Yadkinville,  North  Carolina,  April  19,  1979-May 

15,  1987 
Union  Baptist  Association,  Monroe,  North  Carolina,  May,  1987-present 

DENOMINATIONAL  AND  ORGANIZATIONAL  SERVICES 

State  Approved  Worker  in  Sunday  School  and  Church  Training  for  Alabama 

Baptists,  1966-74 
President,  Alabama  Baptist  Religious  Workers,  1969-70 
Director  of  Sunday  School,  Mobile  Baptist  Association,  Alabama,  1972-74 
Director  of  Vacation  Bible  School,  Mobile  Baptist  Association,  Alabama,  1972-73 
Director  of  Sunday  School,  Robeson  Baptist  Association,  North  Carolina,  1974-75 
Director  for  Religious  Education  Workers  in  North  Carolina,  1978-1981 
Committee  on  Committees  for  North  Carolina  Baptist  Convention,  1978-79 
First  Vice-President,  Directors  of  Missions  of  North  Carolina,  1980-81 
Vice-President  of  North  Carolina  Alumni  of  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 

Seminary,  1981-82 
Program  Chairman,  Directors  of  Missions  of  North  Carolina,  1982-83 
State  Approved  Worker  in  Sunday  School  and  Stewardship  for  North  Carolina 

Baptists 

PRESENT  RESIDENCE 

At  this  writing  he  and  his  wife  live  in  Monroe,  North  Carolina,  where  he 
serves  as  Director  of  Missions  for  the  Union  Baptist  Association. 
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Paul  David 
Faircloth,  Sr. 

May  15,  1988  - 


PERSONAL  INFORMATION 

Birth:  Born   February    18,    1931,   in   Lake- 
land, Florida 
Parents:  Isaac  and  Lucille  Faircloth 
Licensed  to  Preach:  March  25,  1953,  Lake- 
land First  Baptist 
Ordained:  December   23,    1956,   Lakeland 

First  Baptist 
Marital  Status:  Married  Bettie  Ann  Mills  on  June  20,  1959 
Children:  One  son,  Paul  David  Faircloth,  Jr. 

EDUCATION 

Lakeland  High  School,  Lakeland,  Florida,  1950 

Florida  Southern  College,  Lakeland,  Florida 

Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 

Carson-Newman  College,  Jefferson  City,  Tennessee,  BA.,  1954 

North  Carolina  State  Hospital,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina 

Southeastern    Baptist   Theological    Seminary,    Wake    Forest,    North    Carolina, 

Bachelor  of  Divinity,  1961;  Master  of  Arts  in  Religious  Education,  1983 
Golden  Gate  Theological  Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  California,  Counseling 

WORK  EXPERIENCE 

Chaplain,  Zinc  Mines,  Jefferson  City,  Tennessee,  1953-54 

Pastor,  Chockoyotte  Baptist  Church,  Roanoke  Rapids,  North  Carolina,  1956-59 

Pastor,  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  1960-65 

Pastor,  Central  Baptist  Church,  Bladensburg,  Maryland,  1965-76 

Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Dania,  Florida,  1976-83 

Pastor,  Scott  Lake  Baptist  Church,  Lakeland,  Florida,  1983-84 

Regional  Director,  Cooperative  Missions  Division,  Florida  Baptist  Convention 

and  the  Home  Mission  Board,  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  1984-87 
Professor,  Polk  Community  College,  Winter  Haven,  Florida,  1986-88 
Director  of  Missions,  Yadkin  Baptist  Association,  North  Carolina,  May  15,  1988- 

DENOMINATIONAL  AND  ORGANIZATIONAL  SERVICES 
Southern  Baptist  Convention: 

Curriculum  Study  Committee,  Church  Training,  1958-64 
Preaching/Consulting  Mission,  Equatorial  Brazil,  1973 
Director/Teacher,  Seminary  Extension  Centers,  1975-76;  1979-83 
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International  Disaster  Relief  Committee,  1975-76 
Cooperative  Program  Promotion  Committee,  1970-75 
Stewardship  Commission,  1968-76 
PACT  Consultant,  Home  Mission  Board,  1982- 

Church  Growth  Consultant,  Baptist  State  Convention,  North  Carolina,  1988- 
District  of  Columbia  Baptist  Convention: 

Christian  Education  Committee,  1965-72;  1975-76 

Advisory  Council  on  Ordination,  1968-72 

Student  Work  Committee,  1965-72 

Church  Training  Representative,  1965-72 

Nominating  Committee,  1974 

Evangelism  Committee,  1972-76 

Executive  Board,  1965-76 

Annual  Convention  Preacher,  1975 

Minister's  Conference,  Vice-President,  1975;  President,  1976 

Executive  Committee  Chairman,  1975-76 

Vice-President,  1975-76 

PUBLICATIONS 

Articles  in  various  journals  and  periodicals  on  Cooperative  Program,  Missions, 
Deacon  organization  and  election,  deacon  ministries,  etc. 

HONORS 

Listed  in  Who's  Who  In  Religion 
Listed  in  Who's  Who  In  Maryland 

PRESENT  RESIDENCE 

At  this  writing  he  and  his  wife  reside  in  Yadkinville,  North  Carolina,  where 
he  is  serving  as  the  present  Director  of  Missions  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association. 
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APPENDIX 
C 


THOSE  SENT  OUT 
FROM  AMONGST  US 


Those  Sent  Out  From  Amongst  Us 

i3ince  1888  the  Yadkin  Association  has  had  almost  continuous  foreign 
missionary  representation  somewhere  in  the  world.  There  have  been  at  least  nine 
individuals  or  couples  who  have  had  associational  ties  who  have  been  appointed 
missionaries  during  the  last  102  years  ( 1888-1990). 

Detailed  biographical  information  on  these  individuals  and  couples  will  not  be 
dealt  with  here  so  as  to  avoid  being  repetitive  of  what  has  been  written  elsewhere. 
The  reader  desiring  more  biographical  data  than  appears  here,  as  well  as  finding 
photographs,  may  refer  to  Woman's  Missionary  Union  -  Yadkin  Baptist  Association, 
1912-1988,  compiled  by  Harriet  Shermer. 

Listed  here  the  reader  will  find  the  associational  ties  of  each  and  the  year  of 
their  appointment.  One  will  discover  the  influence  of  the  Yadkin  Assoication  has 
been  far  reaching. 

Ezra  F.  Tatum  (1859-1937)  was  appointed  as  missionary  to  China  in  1888  and 
served  there  until  his  death  in  1937.  During  his  early  years  in  China  he  served  while 
Lottie  Moon  was  there.  For  biographical  information  on  Rev.  Tatum  and  his  ties 
with  the  Yadkin  Association,  the  reader  may  refer  to  the  overview  from  1875-1899  in 
this  work  under  the  heading  "Reaching  Into  China." 

Miss  Cora  Caudle,  who  became  Mrs.  F.S.  Cooper  February  14,  1924,  was  born 

April  18,  1884  near  Hamptonville.  Educated  at  Greensboro  Women's  College  and 

I  Louisville  Baptist  Training  School  in  Kentucky,  she  was  appointed  as  a  missionary 

to  Africa  in  the  Associational  WML)  until  she  left  for  the  foreign  soil  of  Nigeria  in 

September  1919.  There  she  served  faithfully  until  resigning  January  10,  1924,  "on 

i  account  of  inescapable  duties  at  home."  Upon  her  return  to  Yadkin  County  she 

i  taught  school  for  a  number  of  years.  Active  in  associational  affairs  until  her  death, 

!  she  continually  stressed  mission  involvement.  She  went  to  her  reward  on  April  24, 

1957,  at  age  73. 

Rev.  Hubert  and  Jean  (Anthony)  Middleton  were  appointed  as  missionaries  to 

!  Chile  in  1950.  Serving  in  Chile  until  their  retirement,  they  labored  there  34  fruitful 

'.years.  Jean  grew  up  attending  Sandy  Springs  Baptist,  and  upon  she  her  and  her 

1  husband's   retirement,   they  became  active   members  of  the  church.   Since  her 

husband's  passing  in  1987  she  has  been  serving  as  Associational  Media  Director. 

Rev.  Archie  V.  and  Julia  Jones  were  appointed  as  missionaries  to  Ecuador  in 
1959.  Shortly  after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1978,  he  resigned  his  duties  there.  Later 
marrying  Carolina  McManus,  in  1981  they  were  appointed  as  missionaries  to  Chile. 
Rev.  Jones  was  a  charter  member  of  Blaise  Baptist. 

Rev.  Jack  and  Ruby  Gentry  were  appointed  as  missionaries  to  Taiwan  in  1964. 
Rev.  Gentry  is  a  native  of  Boonville  who  grew  up  attending  Boonville  Baptist.  He 
was  ordained  in  1957. 

Rev.  Leon  and  Sarah  White  were  serving  Richmond  Hill  Baptist  when  they  were 
appointed  as  missionaries  to  Argentina  in  1970.  Having  served  there  for  nineteen 
I  years,  they  are  presently  engaged  in  home  mission  work  in  Florida  under  the 
direction  of  the  Home  Mission  Board. 
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Rev.  James  and  Sandra  Pollard  were  appointed  missionaries  to  Chile  in  198 
They  sensed  God's  call  to  the  mission  field  and  received  their  appointment  whi  j 
serving  at  Jonesville  First  Baptist.  James  is  general  evangelist  and  church  planter 
Chile.  Sandra  is  a  church  home  worker. 

Frances  Elizabeth  Cook  was  a  member  of  Jonesville  First  Baptist  when  sr 
heard  God's  call  to  mission  service.  Responding  to  the  Lord's  persuasive  voice  sr 
was  appointed  to  Paraguay  in   1986.  At  this  writing  she  is  the  director  of  foe] 
services  and  teaches  in  the  school  of  nursing  at  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  Asuncio;] 
Paraguay. 

Rev.  Glenn  and  Cynthia  (Boyd)  Graves  were  appointed  missionaries  to  tr 
Dominican  Republic  in  1988.  They  serve  as  general  evangelists.  Cynthia's  ties  ai 
linked  to  Enon  Baptist. 

As  we  give  to  support  these  our  brothers  and  sisters  abroad,  let  us  continue  t 
pray  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  He  will  call  more  from  amongst  us  to  take  th 
Good  News  to  foreign  lands.  The  harvest  is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few. 
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History  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association  1912-1990 

Written  by  Mrs.  Page  (Harriet)  Shermer 


It  is  time  for  us  to  take  a  look  backwards  as  we  celebrate  over  seventy-five  years 

of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  We  can  imagine  how 

;  excited  a  small  group  of  women  were  as  they  met  to  organize.  There  was  also  fear 

;  that  their  husbands  would  not  approve.  Yet,  they  had  enough  vigor  to  launch  out  on 

!  faith. 

"The  beginning  of  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  may  be  said  to  be  made  at  the  Union  Grove  Baptist  Church,  at  the 
Association  of  1912.  It  was  in  the  schoolhouse  there  on  Saturday  of  the  assocaition 
that  Mrs.  B.K.  Mason  called  a  number  of  women  together  and  planned  for  the 
i  organization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  and  Sunbeam  Band  during  the  past 
|  year.  The  present  meeting  is  the  outcome  of  her  efforts.  The  Brethern  would  not 
allow  them  to  meet  in  a  church  for  approximately  a  year.  We  think  it  due  Mrs. 
Mason  to  say  it  is  largely  through  her  zeal  and  efforts  that  we  have  made  so  much 
progress  during  the  past  year."* 

The  First  Annual  Meeting  of  Woman's  Missionary  Society  (W.M.S.)  of  the  Yadkin 

;  Baptist  Association  met  at  Boonville  Baptist  Church  July  12-13,   1913.  The  first 

meeting  was  opened  at  10:30,  Saturday  morning  with  the  signing  of  "Stand  Up  For 

Jesus,"  followed  by  scripture  reading,  Romans  10,  by  Miss  Delia  Woodhouse.  Prayer 

\  was  led  by  Rev.  G.F.  Hoye.  The  address  of  welcome  was  made  by  Miss  Ruth 

Fleming  with  response  by  Miss  Maude  Davis. 

There  were  reported  six  Woman's  Missionary  Societies: 
Boonville  organized  August  16,  1912,  13  members 
Charity  organized  May  13,  1913,  5  members 
East  Bend  organized  June  15,  1913,  8  members 
Flat  Rock  organized  February  13,  1913,  13  members 
Forbush  organized  October  13,  1913,  14  members 
Enon  organized  June  13,  1913,  18  members 
Enon  organized  Y.W.A.  June  13,  1913,  18  members 
Sunbeams: 

Boonville  organized  September  11,  1913,  40  members 
Charity  organized  May  13,  1913,  23  members 
Enon  organized  June  13,  1913,  15  members 
Forbush  organized  June  9,  1913,  35  members 
Gifts  to  Missions: 

State  Missions,  $7.50  Home  Missions,  $17.00 

Foreign  Missions,  $37.50  General  Funds,  $4.00 

*Minutes  of  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  1913. 
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Mrs.  B.K.  Mason,  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  made  the  annual  address  on  "Begin- 
nings." The  following  reports  were  given:  Miss  Bessie  Woodhouse,  Literature;  Miss 
Irma  Woodhouse,  Training  School;  Mrs.  V.A.  Martin,  Home  Missions;  and  Miss  Delia 
Arnold,  Foreign  Missions.  The  Associational  Constitution  was  read  by  Miss  Daisy 
Shermer. 

Saturday  evening  at  eight  o'clock  the  Sunbeam  Band  of  Boonville  Baptist  Church 
rendered  an  interesting  program  to  a  large  audience.  A  collection  of  $4.75  was 
taken. 

On  Sunday  morning  at  eleven  o'clock  Rev.  V.M.  Swaim,  pastor  of  Boonville 
Baptist  Church,  preached  an  interesting  Missionary  Sermon.  Rev.  C.J.  Johnson, 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  was  guest  speaker.  Mrs.  J.W.  Bunn,  Raleigh,  State  Y.W.A. 
leader,  spoke. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 

Miss  Delia  Woodhouse,  Associational  President 
Mrs.  V.A.  Martin,  Vice-President 
Miss  Daisy  Shermer,  Secretary 

The  Associational  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  duly  organized. 

Reports  of  recommendations  with  an  earnest  desire  to  do  greater  things  for  the 
Master  and  looking  for  guidance  and  strength  for  the  tasks  were  recommended: 

1.  That  each  society  strive  to  grow  spiritually  by  daily  reading  the 
Bible  and  praying  for  the  work. 

2.  That  each  W.M.S.  be  responsible  for  the  organization  and 
growth  of  a  Sunbeam  Society. 

3.  That  1913  be  a  year  of  organization  of  W.M.S. ,  Y.W.A.,  and 
Sunbeam. 

4.  That  each  society  contribute  to  each  meeting  for  missions,  that 
W.M.S.  envelopes  be  used  for  all  special  collections,  and 
quarterly  reports  be  sent  to  Mrs.  W.N.  Jones  in  Raleigh,  NC. 

5.  That  the  Association  take  its  monied  aim  $200.00  for  the  year 
1913. 

The  officers  who  were  elected  guided  the  work  for  years.  The  beginning  was 
hard  but  God  blessed  the  harvest. 

The  next  year,  1914,  the  annual  meeting  was  held  with  East  Bend  Baptist 
Church.  A  collection  of  $9.40  was  taken  for  expense  funds.  It  was  reported  that  East 
Bend,  Richmond  Hill,  and  Huntsville  organized  a  W.M.S. 

In  those  days  the  W.M.S.  associational  meetings  were  held  on  Friday  night,  all 
day  Saturday,  Saturday  night,  and  Sunday  morning.  Many  times  the  roads  were  so 
muddy  and  flooding  until  it  was  impossible  for  leaders  to  reach  the  church  before 
Saturday.  , 

The  women  had  many  hardships.  They  grew,  picked,  and  canned  their  own 
fruits  and  vegetables.  Pies  and  cakes  were  baked  on  a  wood  stove.  Chickens  were 
raised  and  eggs  gathered.  Then,  the  women  killed  the  chickens,  plucked  the 
feathers,  and  prepared  chickens  for  the  meals.  Hogs  were  also  raised  for  bacon, 
sausage,  ham,  fat  back,  and  lard.  Today,  we  buy  our  food  prepared  at  the 
supermarket  and  eat  at  fast  food  restaurants.  Clothes  were  washed  on  a  wash  board 


312 


in  a  tub,  boiled  in  a  pot  over  open  fire  in  handmade  lye  soap,  wrung  out  by  hand, 
hung  on  a  line  to  dry,  starched,  sprinkled,  and  ironed  with  flat  irons  heated  by  an 
open  fire.  The  women  made  their  clothes,  quilts,  knitted,  and  darned  socks.  Many 
carried  water  from  a  spring  or  pumped  the  water.  Homes  were  heated  with  wood 
the  women  chopped  and  carried  to  the  fireplaces.  The  women  sold  surplus  butter 
and  eggs  so  they  could  give  to  missions.  She  started  W.M.S.  Today's  woman  buys 
fruits,  vegetables,  margarine,  milk,  bread,  meat,  eggs,  cakes,  and  cookies  at  the 
(supermarket.  She  cooks  frozen  meals  in  a  microwave  oven.  She  cleans  the  carpet 
with  a  vacuum  cleaner,  washes  the  clothes  in  an  automatic  washer  and  dries  them 
in  an  automatic  dryer.  She  buys  clothes  of  no-iron  fabrics  and  uses  disposable 
diapers  for  her  children.  She  uses  electric  blankets  for  bedcovering  and  works 
outside  the  home.  She  has  2  weeks  paid  vacation.  Today,  many  women  give  what  is 
left  of  their  paycheck  to  missions.  As  we  reflect  on  our  history  today,  which  woman 
is  the  most  dedicated  to  missions? 

The  5th  Annual  Meeting  held  July  27,  1918,  at  Yadkinville  Baptist  Church  was  the 
nost  successful.  Each  year  has  shown  an  increased  interest  in  the  work  for  which 
we  are  grateful.  "Again  we  ask  sympathy  and  cooperation  of  our  pastors  and 
brethren.  Never  before  has  the  need  for  Christian  service  been  so  great  when  we 
nTiust  trust  absolutely  in  God  and  devote  our  means  and  time  to  His  service.  May  the 
i  ime  speedily  come  when  the  women  and  children  shall  be  enlisted  in  His  service 
hrough  W.M.U.,"  states  Miss  Delia  Woodhouse. 

In  our  Yadkin  Training  School,  a  young  woman,  Miss  Cora  Caudle,  completed 

ler  course  and  was  ready  to  engage  in  some  form  of  mission  work.  Miss  Caudle 

later  became  Mrs.  S.F.  Cooper)  left  in  September  1919,  for  Africa.  Miss  Woodhouse 

Sften  reminded  the  women  that  they  must  pray  and  support  Miss  Caudle  on  the 

nission  field. 

The  W.M.U.  work  continued  to  grow  through  the  years.  In  1927,  at  the  14th 
mnual  Meeting  at  Jonesville  Baptist  Church,  Mrs.  D.H.  Craver  presented  Miss 
Voodhouse  with  a  pin  in  appreciation  of  her  faithful  service  for  the  past  16  years. 
i>he  died  in  February  1928. 

A  very  impressive  memorial  service  was  held  for  Miss  Woodhouse  led  by  Mrs. 
LK.  Mason  at  the  15th  Annual  Meeting  June  8,  1928,  at  Boonville  Baptist  Church. 
:lrs.  Mason  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  W.M.U.  and  paid  a  beautiful  tribute  to  the  life 
f  Miss  Woodhouse.  Others  expressed  love  and  appreciation  for  her  outstanding 
/ork.  It  was  suggested  that  they  raise  $500.00  for  a  memorial  to  Miss  Woodhouse. 

The  next  year,  1929,  Mrs.  W.D.  Martin  was  elected  Superintendent.  She  served 
ntil  1931. 

Mrs.  D.H.  Craver  was  elected  to  replace  Mrs.  Martin.  She  served  1931-1944. 

The  W.M.U.  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  accepted  its  quota  of  $120.00  for 
le  relief  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

In  1937,  Mrs.  Sidney  Jones  served  as  Personal  Service  Chairman.  She  reported 
lat  429  garments  were  given,  160  pieces  of  literature,  230  baskets  of  flowers  to 
leer  the  sick,  visits  to  the  county  homes  and  prison  camps,  and  personal  work  in 
Soul  winning. 
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The  25th  Silver  Anniversary  was  held  at  Boonville  Baptist  Church,  June  15,  1938. 
Mrs.  D.H.  Craver,  who  so  lovingly  and  devotedly  led  the  women  for  several  years 
with  Mrs.  L.H.  Todd  as  her  associate,  was  elected  Superintendent. 

Upon  His  resurrection,  the  first  commission  of  the  risen  Lord,  "Go  tell  my 
brethren,"  was  spoken  to  the  women  who  had  come  to  the  tomb.  Down  through  the 
centuries,  the  women  who  have  loved  Jesus  have  heard  him  say,  "Go  Tell,"  and 
they  have  faithfully  told  the  story. 

In  1942,  it  was  during  World  War  II  that  it  became  a  sad  time  for  many  women 
who  had  to  give  up  their  sons  to  go  in  service.  Rev.  Paul  Forsythe,  pastor  of 
Boonville  Church,  served  as  Associational  R.A.  Counselor.  Mrs.  Craver  stated,  "In 
view  of  the  fact  that  many  of  our  boys  of  Intermediate  age  in  our  churches  may  be 
drafted  into  service  of  our  country  before  the  war  is  over,  we  want  to  put  special 
emphasis  on  the  Royal  Ambassador  work."  A  $100.00  gift  for  linens  to  the  Baptist 
Hospital  was  received  by  Rev.  Charles  E.  Parker. 

It  was  with  a  feeling  of  deep  regret  that  Mrs.  D.H.  Craver  felt  she  must,  due  to 
physical  handicap,  give  up  the  responsibility  of  work,  which  has  been  such  a 
source  of  joy  through  the  years.  Mrs.  L.H.  Todd  was  chosen  as  her  successor. 

Mrs.  Craver's  words  to  the  W.M.U.  and  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  were: 

"I  want  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  the  pastors,  to  the  Moderator,  who  has 
been  most  considerate  and  cooperative,  to  the  clerk  who  has  given  large  space  in 
the  minutes  to  our  reports  and  publicity,  to  my  fellow  officers  and  chairman,  to  the 
presidents  and  young  people  counselors,  and  to  the  more  than  600  members  who 
have  so  faithfully  and  lovingly  served  with  me  through  the  years  of  'seed  sowing.' 
Let  us  enlarge  the  place  of  our  tent,  lengthen  the  cord,  and  strengthen  the  stakes 
that  the  generation  to  come  may  know."  Gifts  were  $2,052.10. 

At  the  next  Annual  Meeting  in  1945,  a  silver  loving  cup  was  presented  to  Mrs. 
Craver  in  gratitude  for  her  splendid  work  for  33  years,  13  years  of  which  were  served 
as  Superintendent. 

In  1954,  Mrs.  J.T.  Reece  gave  the  Memorial  Meditation  to  pay  special  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  Mrs.  D.H.  Craver  who  for  14  years  served  as  Associational 
Superintendent.  In  her  first  annual  report  in  1932,  she  closed  with  these  words: 
"Hitherto  He  hath  led  us,  may  we  undertake  great  things  for  God,  expect  great 
things  from  God.  In  the  Yadkin  Association,  we  hold  her  name  in  sweet  memory 
and  love;  therefore,  we  of  the  Yadkin  W.M.U.  along  with  the  Wilkesboro  Division  are 
setting  up  a  memorial  to  Mrs.  Craver,  in  the  furnishing  of  a  room  in  the  new  wing  of 
the  Baptist  Hospital  to  be  known  as  the  Mattye  B.  Craver  Memorial,"  stated  Mrs. 
Reece.  The  association  has  contributed  $534.20  toward  the  fund.  Mrs.  Reece  was 
very  interested  and  supportive  of  the  work  and  always  willing  to  help  wherever  she 
was  needed. 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd  was  elected  as  Superintendent.  She  served  1945-46. 

In  May  1946,  Miss  Kathleen  Vestal  was  elected  as  the  first  part  time 
Associational  Missionary,  she  was  very  dedicated  to  the  mission  work  and  very 
helpful  to  the  organizations  through  Mission  Study  and  Conferences  with  the 
leaders.  She' resigned  in  May  1947,  to  marry  Bernard  Le  Sueur,  a  minister  in 
Culpeper,  Virginia. 
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In  1946,  by  request,  some  changes  were  made  in  the  associational  officers.  We 
are  happy  the  work  was  in  good  hands  with  Mrs.  W.E.  Brooks,  elected  as 
Superintendent  and  Mrs.  LH.  Todd  as  Associate  Superintendent.  Of  special 
importance  was  the  pledging  of  $300.00  by  our  W.M.U.  to  support  an  associational 
missionary.  All  gifts  at  this  time  were  $2,914.28. 

April  21,  1947,  at  the  34th  Annual  Session,  Mrs.  Brooks  reported  in  offerings: 
"The  W.M.U.  has  placed  upon  His  altar  love  gifts  amounting  to  $3,552,  19.00.  Miss 
Kathleen  Vestal,  our  Associational  Missionary  has  greatly  helped  the  organizations 
through  Mission  Study  and  Conferences  with  the  leaders. 

On  Sunday,  February  17,  1957,  the  W.M.U.  held  "open  house"  for  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Grady  Burgiss,  our  Associational  Missionary.  There  were  248  attending  from  23 
churches.  Mrs.  W.E.  Brooks  expressed  appreciation  to  the  Burgisses  for  the 
wonderful  work  they  were  doing  in  the  association.  They  traveled  many  thousands 
of  miles  visiting,  preaching,  teaching,  and  serving  where  they  were  needed.  They 
were  often  called  on  to  lead  in  mission  studies. 

Mrs.  Brooks  served  through  difficult  times,  yet  she  never  became  discouraged  in 
the  work.  Her  motto  was  to  "Go  Forward."  During  the  21  years  of  service  the  work 
continued  to  grow,  Societies  were  organized,  youth  organizations  grew  in  number 
and    the    offerings    increased    as    Mrs.    Brooks    stressed    the    importance    that 

I  missionaries  needed  help  and  money  to  stay  on  the  mission  field.  The  association 

lis  deeply  appreciative  to  her  for  the  committed  life  she  lived  for  W.M.U.  Thank  you 

I  Mrs.  Brooks. 

The  50th  Anniversary  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  held  at  Boonville 

1  Baptist  Church,  April  23,  1963.  The  program  theme  was  "A  Priceless  Heritage  -  Our 

I  Commission."  The  history  of  the  Associational  W.M.U.  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Ethel 
Brumfield,  giving  "A  Look  at  the  Past  -  Our  Own."  Mrs.  Laurence  Todd  and  Mrs. 

LfRoland  Legans,  "Through  the  Years  -  Our  Association." 

y      The  beginning  of  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Yadkin  Association  was 

itmade  at  Union  Grove  Baptist  Church  at  the  Association  of  1912  when  Mrs.  B.K. 

fMason  called  the  women  together  and  planned  for  the  organization  of  the  W.M.S. 

*and  Sunbeams.  The  first  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Boonville  Baptist  Church  with 

iiMiss  Delia  Woodhouse  as  president. 

I      Down  through  the  years  the  work  has  continued  to  grow,  though  slow  at  times. 

/There  are  seven  churches  without  a  mission  organization. 

I  Many  missionaries  from  both  Home  and  Foreign  fields  have  brought 
inspirational  messages  during  these  years,  also  representatives  from  the  State  office. 
Mrs.  Ronald  Hill,  missionary  to  Thailand  was  guest  speaker  for  our  Annual  Meeting. 
Mrs.  W.K.  McGee  represented  the  state  and  installed  the  officers  for  1964. 
I,  Mrs.  W.E.  Brooks,  President,  and  Mrs.  Roland  Legans,  Secretary,  resigned  after 
hierving  17  and  19  years,  respectively.  A  gift  of  silver  was  presented  to  each  of  them 
i)n  behalf  of  the  association  as  a  token  of  love  and  appreciation  of  their  work  by 
vlrs.  Kenneth  Wilson,  Vice  President.  Mrs.  L.H.  Todd  was  elected  Secretary. 

The  Youth  organizations  continue  to  show  some  gain  in  members.  The 
lunbeam  Day  Camp  was  held  at  South  Oak  Ridge  Baptist  Church,  August  17,  with 
'4  attending.  Mrs.  J.T.  McRae,  the  guest  speaker  told  of  the  mission  work  in 
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Palestine.  The  GA  Banquet  was  held  at  Yadkinville  School  Cafeteria,  May  17,  with 
175  attending.  A  skit  was  presented  by  the  GA's.  The  YWA  Banquet  was  held  August 
23  at  Courtney  School  Cafeteria  with  74  present.  Mrs.  Jean  Middleton  was  the  guest 
speaker. 

The  theme  "Grow  in  Grace"  was  used  for  the  54th  Annual  Meeting  at  Forbush 
Baptist  Church  in  1967.  Rev.  J.C.  Shore,  Associational  Missionary,  brought  the 
closing  inspirational  message.  Mrs.  H.B.  Shore  was  elected  Associational  Director. 

In  her  closing  remarks,  Mrs.  Brooks  said,  "The  year  is  over,  continue  your  good 
work  and  I  challenge  you  to  keep  the  pace  with  God's  plan  for  you  and  your 
organization  and  we  will  keep  on  growing.  Help  us  to  keep  our  faces  and  our  aims 
to  the  heights.  Help  us  to  move  forward  as  Christian  women  and  as  a  missionary 
organization  only  for  glory." 

In  1968  at  Arlington  Baptist  Church,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Middleton  brought  an 
excellent  message  concerning  their  work  in  Chile.  They  told  of  the  dire  need  for 
clothing  for  the  people.  Barrels  of  warm  clothing  were  collected  for  the  Middletons 
to  take  with  them  when  they  returned. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Middleton  were  appointed  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Field.  She  is  the 
former  Imogene  Anthony,  Sandy  Springs  Baptist  Church.  They  served  for  34  years  in 
Chile.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Gentry  were  guest  speakers  at  the  51st  Annual  Meeting  at 
Jonesville  Baptist  Church.  They  were  awaiting  appointment  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  and  were  later  appointed  to  Taiwan.  He  is  originally  from  Boonville. 

The  57th  Woman's  Missionary  Union  has  undergone  major  changes  during  the 
past  two  years.  Transition  has  not  been  easy,  as  change  evokes  enthusiasm  and 
fear.  It  is  not  easy  to  give  up  the  comfortable  ways  of  the  past.  Some  women  have 
been  reluctant  to  assume  leadership  positions  because  the  duties  have  not  been 
carefully  spelled  out  as  in  the  past.  Freedom  to  choose  one's  area  of  participation 
has  not  worked  as  well  as  we  had  hoped,  however,  there  are  reports  of  several  types 
of  Mission  Action  being  done  by  both  men  and  women. 

"W.M.U.  membership  has  dropped  slightly  in  the  association  as  well  as  over  the  ( 
state,  due  in  large  part  to  increased  numbers  of  women  joining  the  labor  forces. 
This  does  not  mean  the  women  are  not  interested  in  missions,  as  the  offerings  have  '  | 
grown  steadily,"  stated  Mrs.  H.B.  Shore,  W.M.U.  Director. 

In  1974,  the  W.M.U.  took  a  "giant  step"  by  adding  a  new  W.M.U.  organization. 
Mrs.  Charlie  Gough,  W.M.U.  Director,  met  with  the  women  at  West  Yadkin  Church  j  [ 
and  assisted  them  in  organizing  a  W.M.U. 

Mrs.  James  Byrd  was  elected  as  W.M.U.  Director  in  1974  succeeding  Mrs.  Gough.    , 
Due  to  Mrs.  Byrd's  husband  accepting  the  call  as  pastor  of  Valley  Hill  Baptist 
Church   of   Hendersonville,   she   resigned   effective  August   31,    1975.   Mrs.   Page   : 
(Harriet)  Shermer  was  elected  as  the  new  Director. 

The  year  1976  was  very  special  as  America  celebrated  the  200th  birthday.  During  j  ^ 
the  63rd  Session,  special  recognition  was  given  to  Senior  Baptist  Women  40-50-60 
year  members:  Mrs.  N.L  Hudspeth,  Mrs.  Troy  Martin,  Mrs.  J.G.  Allgood,  Mrs.  Blanche    . 
Mackie,   and   Mrs.   Harvey  Gentry.  Also   recognition   was   given   to   past  W.M.U,;.. 
Directors:  Mrs.  LH.  Todd,  Mrs.  W.E.  Brooks,  Mrs.  Charlie  Gough,  and  Mrs.  H.B.  - 
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Shore.  Many  women  were  dressed  in  beautiful  long  dresses  and  hats  in  celebration 
of  the  Bicentennial.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Gentry  missionaries  to  Taiwan  were  guest 
speakers. 

At  the  meeting  it  was  voted  to  discontinue  giving  a  gift  of  money  for  linen  at  the 
Baptist  Hospital.  Our  W.M.U.  was  the  last  association  in  the  state  to  discontinue  this 
worthy  offering  of  which  they  had  contributed  for  approximately  35  years. 
Membership  was  1,121  with  23  churches. 

Rev.  Richard  Eskew,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Yadkinville,  and  his  wife 
taught  several  Home  Mission  Studies  through  the  years.  They  traveled  with  the 
Home  Mission  Board  into  many  areas  and  brought  first-hand  information  of  the 
mission  work  throughout  America. 

In  1979  Director  of  Missions,  Rev.  Clarence  Vassar  brought  encouraging  words 
to  us  of  the  good  work  that  is  being  done  in  the  association.  He  also  praised  the 
f  women  for  the  500  Migrant  Kits  which  we  give  to  the  Spanish  speaking  people  who 
|  come  to  the  county  to  work  on  farms  during  the  tobacco  season. 

Open  house  was  held  for  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Vassar.  The  pantry  and  freezer 
p  were  filled  with  fruits,  vegetables,  jams,  jelly,  and  meats  when  they  moved  in  the 
I  Missionary  House. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  Mrs.  Jack  Gentry,  our  own  missionary  from  Taiwan 
I  teach  the  Foreign  Mission  Study.  Mrs.  Gentry's  husband,  Jack,  was  studying  Pastoral 
1  Care  at  the  Baptist  Hospital.  Their  two  children  attend  college.  Jan  is  a  senior  at 
|  Appalachian  State  University  and  Jay  is  a  freshman  at  Wake  Forest  University. 

The  World  Mission  Conference  was  an  outstanding  event  in  the  life  of  the 
association,  with  25  churches  taking  part.  On  Saturday  night,  April  4,  1981,  a  rally 
-was  held  at  Jonesville  Baptist  Church  with  G.A.'s,  R.A.'s,  and  Acteens  participating 
8  in  an  impressive  "parade  of  flags."  We  are  deeply  indebted  to  Rev.  Clarence  Vassar 
Mor  planning  and  giving  of  himself  so  willingly  to  make  the  conference  a  great 
k  success. 

Special  emphasis  was  projected  through  the  W.M.U.  to  assist  the  Migrant 
(■■Ministry.  Through  the  years  Lane  Frazier,  John  Jones,  Phillip  Shuford,  Gilbert  Flores, 
fcMrs.  Gwyn  Angell,  and  Emerson  Byrd  have  worked  with  the  migrants  throughout 
'Yadkin,  Davie,  and  Iredell  counties. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Middleton  have  done  an  outstanding  job  with  the  Spanish- 
speaking  people.  The  women  and  young  people  continue  to  make  Migrant  Health 
:Xits  and  the  Gideons  provide  Bibles  for  them. 

The  Yadkin  Association  asked  each  church  to  design  a  flag  and  the  most 
;  original  one  would  be  selected.  The  Acteens'  flag  of  Yadkinville  Baptist  Church  was 
i chosen.  The  flag  was  presented  to  the  Annual  Session  October  22,  1982.  The 
j!  association  then  asked  each  church  to  design  its  own  flag  with  the  name  of  the 
church  and  the  date  established.  These  flags  were  presented  at  the  W.M.U.  Annual 
Session  April  27,  1982,  in  the  Parade  of  Flags. 

The  70th  Annual  Meeting  was  held  May  2,  1983,  with  Sandy  Springs  Baptist 

Church.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Middleton,  retired  missionaries,  were  the  guest 

'speakers.  They  brought  greetings  from  Chile  where  they  had  served  as  foreign 

nissionaries  for  more  than  34  years.  At  the  close  of  the  service  Mrs.  Page  Shermer 

>resented  them  with  a  gift  of  money,  food,  and  groceries. 
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Mrs.  Page  Shermer  presented  Rev.  Clarence  Vassar  a  Certificate  of  Achievement 
Recognition  (to  be  hung  in  the  associational  office)  which  was  awarded  to  the 
W.M.U.  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  by  Mrs.  Horace  McRay,  State  W.M.U. 
President. 

In  1984,  Mrs.  Horace  Jester  gave  special  recognition  to  all  the  Associational 
W.M.U.  Directors.  She  presented  a  red  rose  in  appreciation  of  their  years  of  service, 
their  love,  concern,  and  dedication  in  the  work  to:  Mrs.  W.E.  Brooks,  Mrs.  L.H.  Todd, 
Mrs.  H.B.  Shore,  and  Mrs.  Page  Shermer.  Mrs.  James  Byrd  was  unable  to  attend.  A 
pink  rose  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Worth  Hinshaw  in  loving  memory  of  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Charlie  Gough,  who  went  to  be  with  her  Lord  November  1983.  Mrs.  Gough  was  a 
very  dedicated  Christian — always  kind,  compassionate,  and  interested  in  the  W.M.U. 
work.  She  served  for  two  years.  A  memorial  gift  of  money  was  given  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Gough  to  help  purchase  chimes  for  Flat  Rock  Baptist  Church. 

The  72nd  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Courtney  Baptist  Church  on  May  6,  1985. 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  North  Carolina  observed  its  100th  Centennial 
Anniversary  in  1986. 

A  "Historical  Fashion  Sketch"  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Ralph  Coram.  Each  woman 
was  dressed  in  attire  depicting  the  years  1886-1985.  It  was  a  very  interesting  Fashion 
Show.  Those  taking  part  were: 

Mindy  Baker  Eugenia  Poindexter 

Connie  Belford  Jo  Ann  White 

Lindsey  Baldwin  Alene  Luffman 

Pamela  Hardy  Tonya  Reavis 

Chariot  Wood  Louise  Anderson 

Julie  Church  Sylvia  Smith 

Tammy  Hinshaw  Linda  Hobson 

Joan  Pilcher  Thyra  Wagoner 

Mrs.  Page  Shermer  completed  the  history  of  W.M.U.  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association.  She  gathered  most  of  the  information  from  the  Associational  Minutes 
dating  from  19.12  to  March  25,  1985.  Mrs.  Shermer  highly  commends  these  "Saintly 
Women"  for  their  courage  and  faith  in  launching  out  to  do  God's  will.  We  see 
through  their  efforts  that  the  missionary  endeavor  has  touched  so  many  lives.  The 
offerings  have  increased  from  a  few  dollars  to  millions  in  supporting  the 
missionaries.  God  will  continue  to  lead  women  and  young  people  as  they  study, 
pray,  and  give.  Let  us  keep  ourselves  informed  of  the  world  around  us  and  move 
forward  with  actions  that  will  bring  love  and  hope  to  lost  people  around  the  world. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  a  deep  concern  and  interest  in  knowing  that  in  the  days 
to  come  the  Spanish  Baptist  Chapel  will  become  a  reality.  The  amount  in  the  fund 
is  $1,600.30. 

The  73rd  Annual  Session  was  held  May  5,  1986,  at  Yadkinville  Baptist  Church. 
Mrs.  William  L  Wood  gave  the  Memorial  Meditation.  She  lighted  a  large  white 
candle  which  was  placed  on  the  altar  and  symbolized  the  "unsung  heroines" — the 
thousands  of  consecrated  W.M.U.  members  whose  names  never  appear  in  print. 
Such  a  candle  was  first  used  during  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  W.M.U.  in  Richmond, 
Virginia,  May  1938. 
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Mrs.  June  Kimbrough  of  Deep  Creek  Baptist  Church  portrayed  the  life  of  Miss 
Fannie  Exile  Scudder  Heck.  She  was  dressed  in  attire  of  that  day.  "Miss  Fannie"  as 
she  was  called,  became  the  first  President  of  Woman's  Central  Committee  of 
Missions  at  the  age  of  24.  We  can  honor  her  memory  by  allowing  God's  spirit  to  fill 
our  hearts  that  we  may  be  worthy  vessels  in  His  hands. 

Miss  Nancy  Curtis,  Executive  Director,  Raleigh,  gave  an  inspirational  message, 
"Whatsoever  -  In  His  Name."  She  also  spoke  of  the  100th  Birthday  Celebration  of 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  in  Raleigh  on  April  17-19.  At  the  Birthday  Party,  on 
Thursday  night  in  Raleigh,  Mrs.  Page  Shermer  was  presented  a  book,  //  /  Had 
Known,  by  Miss  Carolyn  Weatherford,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  for  added  growth  and 
organizations. 

Mrs.  Shermer  presented  to  Rev.  Clarence  Vassar,  Director  of  Missions,  a  portrait 
(to  be  hung  in  the  Associational  Office)  painted  by  Peter  Turner,  North  Carolina 
artist.  The  picture  captures  much  of  the  essence  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
throughout  the  100  years.  Also  in  recognition,  Mrs.  Horace  Jester  presented  to  Mrs. 
Shermer  10  red  roses  for  her  10  years  of  outstanding  leadership  in  W.M.U. 

Celebration  of  100  years  of  W.M.U.  in  North  Carolina  has  been  exciting.  Many 
activities  have  been  observed  in  the  churches.  On  Wednesday,  January  8,  1986,  to 
Thursday,  April  17,  1986,  100  Days  of  Prayer  were  observed  ending  with  the  100th 
'Meeting  of  North  Carolina  W.M.U.  held  in  Raleigh  Civic  Center,  April  17-19.  The 
meeting  focused  on  recalling  the  past  and  celebrating  the  future  of  missions  in 
observance  of  W.M.U. 's  100th  Anniversary. 

i  Special  events,  features,  and  speakers  included  a  processional  of  the  flags  of  all 
he  nations  carried  by  women  in  dress  depicting  the  100  years.  During  the  meeting 
ill  living  former  presidents  were  recognized:  Mabel  Claire  Maddrey,  Velma  McGee, 
>ara  Parker,  Bernice  Cross,  Betty  Gilreath,  and  Beatrice  McRae,  outgoing  president. 
;Phe  new  president,  Dorothy  Allred  was  recognized. 

This  has  been  an  exciting  year.  We  have  seen  added  growth  in  our  churches.  On 
November  18,  1985,  a  W.M.U.  was  organized  at  Bread  of  Life  Chapel  with  Baptist 
Women,  G.A.'s,  and  Mission  Friends. 

Let  our  hearts  be  filled  with  gratitude  for  the  good  that  has  been  done  during  the 
:i>ast  years,  regret  that  we  have  not  more  abundant  sheaves  to  lay  at  the  Master's 
eet,  profiting  by  our  mistakes  and  failures,  and  press  eagerly  forward  with  renewed 
ffforts  in  the  great  work  entrusted  to  us  as  Christian  women. 

The  74th  Annual  W.M.U.  Meeting  was  held  at  Forbush  Baptist  Church,  April  27, 

|-987.  The  theme  of  the  program  was  "Laborers  Together  With  God."  The  emphasis 

i  f  the  year  was  "Gifted  to  Serve,  Called  to  Act."  Scripture  was  read  by  Mrs.  Doris 

iihompson  and  prayer  given  by  Rev.  Dan  Hix,  pastor  of  Forbush  Church.  Special 

Nusic  was  rendered   by  the  choir.   Mrs.  Jo  White  gave  a  beautiful   Memorial 

editation  and  lighted  a  large  white  candle  placed  on  the  altar  symbolizing  the 

insune  heroines" — the  thousands  of  consecrated  W.M.U.  members  whose  names 
I 
Bver  appear  in  print.  She  also  paid  a  special  tribute  to  Rev.  Hubert  Middleton,  who 

wed  with  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  for  approximately  33  years  in  Chile.  He  went 

I  be  with  our  Heavenly  Father  February  21,  1987.  His  wife  and  he  performed  an 

itstanding  ministry  side  by  side  in  Chile. 
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Mrs.  Judy  Jester  gave  a  special  recognition  to  Enon,  Richmond  Hill,  and  Union 
Grove  for  achieving  a  Distinguished  W.M.U.  1986-87.  Mrs.  Harriet  Shermer 
recognized  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Vassar  for  their  outstanding  work  in  the 
association.  He  resigned  to  become  Director  of  Missions  in  the  Union  Baptist 
Association.  They  were  presented  a  monetary  gift. 

Miss  Doris  Walters,  Southern  Baptist  missionary  to  Tokyo,  Japan,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  She  told  of  the  accomplishments  that  had  been  with  the  students  during 
the  years  that  she  had  been  serving  there. 

At  the  close  of  the  program,  Mrs.  Harriet  Shermer  read  her  letter  of  resignation. 
She  expressed  her  deep  appreciation  for  the  cooperation,  encouragement,  and 
prayers  that  had  been  shown  to  her  the  12  years  she  served  as  W.M.U.  Director.  She 
encouraged  each  woman  to  continue  to  work  hard  and  be  supportive  of  Mrs. 
Bonnie  Troutman  as  she  becomes  the  next  W.M.U.  Director.  A  lovely  gift,  an 
alabaster  box,  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Shermer  by  Mrs.  Polly  Stinson.  She  read  the 
scripture,  Matthew  26:7-13,  and  expressed  appreciation  for  the  guidance,  loyalty  and 
love  Mrs.  Shermer  had  exemplified  through  the  years.  She  had  given  the  best  gift — 
"herself"  to  the  tasks  that  God  had  called  her  to  do. 

It  was  good  that  Emerson  Byrd  returned  to  the  association  to  work  with  the 
Spanish  Ministry  this  summer.  He  shared  with  us  some  of  the  great  things  God  is 
doing  in  the  ministry.  Bible  studies  were  held  at  Boonville,  Harmony,  Mountain 
View,  and  Swaims.  On  Sunday,  August  9,  one  of  the  Latin  friends  expressed  a  need 
and  desire  to  receive  Christ.  Manuel  Urieta,  the  co-minister  to  the  Spanish,  prayed 
with  him  and  our  friend  accepted  Christ.  The  next  Sunday,  August  16,  a  celebration 
for  the  Spanish  Ministry  was  held  at  Mountain  View  Baptist  Church.  People  from  the 
four  Bible  studies  attended.  Swaims,  Forbush,  Boonville,  South  Oak  Ridge,  and 
Mountain  View  provided  refreshements.  Hebron  Baptist  Church  from  South  Yadkin 
Baptist  Association  enjoyed  the  food  and  fellowship.  There  were  approximately  100 
who  attended.  God  blessed  in  a  great  way.  Manuel  brought  the  message  and  gave 
the  invitation.  Ten  people  accepted  Christ.  Emerson  expressed  thanks  to  all  the 
churches  for  providing  515  Health  Kits.  The  Spanish  Baptist  Chapel  Fund  is 
$1,880.88.  Let  us  keep  supporting  the  fund. 

Last  December  a  wonderful  spirit  of  Christmas  was  evident  during  the  holidays 
as  churches  participated  in  the  "Love  Offering"  of  $250.00  to  the  Christmas  Ministry 
at  North  Carolina  Woman's  Correctional  Center.  The  women  were  most  appreciative 
of  the  gifts  we  bought  with  the  moeny,  and  they  say,  "Thank  you  for  your  love  and 
concern  at  this  Holy  Season."  This  is  the  only  gift  many  of  them  receive  at 
Christmas. 

A  letter  of  appreciation  was  received  from  the  Children's  Home  of  North 
Carolina.  It  stated,  "Your  gift  of  $200.00  to  be  used  for  repairs  is  a  source  of 
encouragement  and  strength  for  the  children  and  staff.  We  know  God  will  continue 
to  bless  you  in  your  efforts  to  fulfill  the  Great  Commission,"  Charles  L  Tanner, 
Director  of  Church/Community  Relations. 

North  Carolina  Woman's  Missionary  Union  had  a  dream  for  a  Centennial 
Building  at  Camp  Mundo  Vista.  That  dream  has  now  become  a  reality.  You  had  a 
part  in  the  building  as  you  gave  $200.00  to  help  pay  on  the  indebtedness.  "Thank 
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you  for  this  generous  gift  and  for  all  the  hard  work  you  do  for  W.M.U.,"  stated  Nancy 
Curtis. 

We  are  now  helping  sponsor  the  Literacy  Ministry  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association.  There  are  15  trained  Laubach  Literacy  tutors  and  6  students.  We 
appreciate  Mrs.  Barbara  Vassar  who  started  this  work  and  for  her  vision  and 
concern  of  these  people  who  cannot  read.  Those  certified  tutors  are:  Jean  Abt, 
Union  Grove  Baptist  Church;  Evelyn  Brann  and  Maxie  Dixon,  Enon  Baptist  Church; 
Van  Fagan,  Blaise  Baptist  Church;  Lucille  Gough,  Bethel  Baptist  Church;  Vonnie 
Hicks,  Charity  Baptist  Church;  Rev.  Phil  Kitchin,  J.B.  and  Jane  Lowery,  Biba  Reais, 
and  Becky  Yountz,  Bread  of  Life  Chapel;  Ann  Latty,  Ann  Merlo,  Rachel  Tromba,  and 
Ruth  M.  Wall. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  progress  that  has  been  made  these  74  years.  Our  women 
were  dedicated  to  the  calling.  They  laid  a  foundation  that  withstood  the  storms. 
They  have  left  to  each  of  us  a  great  heritage.  May  God  help  us  to  continue  to  walk  in 
their  footsteps  as  we  spread  the  gospel  around  the  world. 

W.M.U.  Enrollment  -  1,513,  State  Missions  Offering  -  $45,131.00,  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  -  $40,443.00,  and  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  -  $75,577.00. 

The  Yadkin  Baptist  Associational  75th  Annual  Meeting  was  held  May  2,  1988,  at 
Boonville  Baptist  Church.  The  meeting  was  presided  by  Mrs.  Bonnie  Troutman, 
Associational  W.M.U.  Director.  The  program  entitled  "Yesterday,  Today,  and 
Tomorrow"  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Troutman;  Mrs.  Judy  Jester,  Assistant 
Associational  W.M.U.  Director;  and  Mrs.  Harriet  Shermer,  former  Associational 
I  W.M.U.  Director.  Highlights  of  our  associational  and  Southern  Baptist  W.M.U. 
histories  were  given. 

Mrs.  Jester  stated,  "Today  we  are  privileged  to  celebrate  a  century  of  God's 
blessings  upon  what  the  women  set  in  motion  on  that  historic  date  of  May  14,  1888. 
I(  We  celebrate  not  only  the  years,  but  the  founders'  vision  and  the  vision  of  women 
'   succeeding  generations,  which  run  like  thread  through  the  tapestry  of  the  century." 

Mrs.  Shermer  stated,  "It  was  very  difficult  for  the  women  in  those  early  days  to 
|i  venture  far  from  home,  as  travel  was  by  horseback  or  buggy  for  most.  This  did  not 
deter  them  from  a  cause  they  firmly  believed  in,  the  cause  of  missions."  Mrs.  Jester 
\  pointed  out  that  the  purposes  set  forth  on  May  14,  1888,  remain  unchanged  today. 
I  They  are:  to  engage  women,  girls,  and  preschoolers  in  mission  study;  mission 
I  action/personal  witnessing;  mission  support  -  praying,  giving,  going  if  God  should 
:  call;  and  interpreting  the  work  of  the  church  and  denomination. 

"As  we  pass  through  these  historic  years,  we  must  not  assume  that  the  work  of 
Baptist  women  was  to  continue  and  grow  without  opposition,  criticism,  and  the  fear 
I  of  defeat.  At  times  economic  hardship  made  it  difficult  to  support  missions,  they 
I  were  immersed  in  controversy  over  women  speaking  and  praying  in  the  presence  of 
:  men,  the  right  to  have  leadership  roles  in  the  church,  and  a  voice  in  the  decision 
I  making  of  church  and  convention.  But  instead  of  drowning  in  the  watery  grave  of 
controversy,  W.M.U.  managed  to  baptize  the  Convention  in  a  sea  of  prayer,  a.  gush  of 
\  funds,  a  stream  of  consciousness,  and  finally  a  watershed  of  social  action,"  Mrs. 
i   Shermer  reminisced. 
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Today,  we  celebrate  a  century  of  moving  forward  in  every  phase  of  missions 
endeavor  as  we  undergird  the  work  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  Boards,  the 
work  of  our  State  Convention,  association,  churches  and  communities. 

Romans  10:11-15  was  given  a  challenge  to  us  today  as  it  was  July  12-13,  1913, 
when  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  association  was  held  at  Boonville  Baptist 
Church.  Special  recognition  was  given  to  some  of  our  former  W.M.U.  leaders, 
missionaries,  and  volunteer  lay  people  in  the  association  during  the  meeting. 

As  a  final  note,  Mrs.  Shermer  stated  that  we  are  grateful  for  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  these  75  years.  The  Spirit  of  the  Living  God  shook  the  treetops  when 
W.M.U.  organized.  As  a  minority  movement,  women  have  labored  together  to  turn 
Mites  to  Millions,  to  give  a  woman's  soft  hand  to  those  in  need,  to  reach  spiritual 
depths  through  coming  to  God  in  prayer,  and  by  going  to  the  world  to  share  the 
gospel. 

Mrs.  Jester  summarized  that  today  we  stand  on  a  foundation  that  has  withstood 
the  storms  of  time,  laid  by  women  dedicated  to  His  calling.  WHAT  A  HERITAGE  we 
have!  But  let  us  not  rest  on  the  laurels  of  the  past,  nor  be  content  with  the 
successes  of  today,  but  look  to  the  opening  doors  of  tomorrow. 

Mrs.  Troutman  emphasized  that  the  legacies  from  the  past  will  undoubtedly 
guide  W.M.U.  into  the  future.  It  presents  most  of  the  same  challenges  that  brought 
W.M.U.  into  being  a  century  ago.  "Laborers  Together  With  God"  continues  as  the 
watchword.  The  women  have  believed  it.  They  continue  to  believe  they  are  working 
under  God's  specific  orders,  laying  each  brick  as  directed;  are  working  with  each 
other  only  because  God  wills  them  to  do  so;  are  accountable  to  God  for  how  they 
handle  opportunity;  and  that  Christ's  commissions  to  make  disciples  of  all  nations 
apply  personally  to  them.  History  is  on  their  side  in  their  belief  that  W.M.U.  will  be 
divinely  prospered. 

Today's  women  have  inherited  a  tradition  of  strength  and  courage.  Such 
leadership  enables  us  to  step  into  the  next  century  with  full  assurance  of  purpose: 
to  serve  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  world.  In  1988,  the  W.M.U.  of  N.C.  voted  for  the 
W.M.U.  to  stay  as  an  Auxiliary  supporting  itself  without  the  watchcare  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Let  us  blaze  new  tracks  as  we  "Go  Forward."  Like  the  women  in  1888,  let  us 
walk  into  the  second  century  with  quickened  step  and  courage  high,  confident  that 
we  are  on  divine  mission.  Whether  we  are  ready  or  not,  we  are  living  in  a  time  zone 
which  moves  us  to  see  beyond  what  has  been  the  horizon  between  our  first  and 
second  centuries.  Let  us  thank  God  we  have  a  century  to  celebrate  and  rejoice  that 
we  are  privileged  to  be  the  people  whose  ventures  and  victories  will  become  the 
first  chapter  in  the  history  of  a  "Future  to  Fulfill."  By  His  power  and  spirit  may  we 
experience  a  deeper  devotion,  greater  courage,  and  growing  faith  to  undertake 
today  and  in  the  future  more  than  we  have  in  the  past. 

In  1988,  the  total  number  of  W.M.U.  organizations  was  115.  There  were  201 
Mission  Friends,  216  Girls  in  Action,  127  Acteens,  163  Baptist  Young  Women,  638 
Baptist  Women,  and  112  W.M.U.  officers  in  the  Association  for  a  total  of  1,457 
members.  The  mission  offerings  for  1988  were:  State  -  $19,251;  Annie  Armstrong 
-$46,851;  and  Lottie  Moon  -  $86,600. 
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The  76th  Annual  W.M.U.  meeting  was  held  at  Jonesville  First  Baptist  Church  on 
May  1,  1989.  The  theme  of  the  program  was  "As  You  Go  .  .  .  Declare  It!"  The  guest 
speaker  was  Mrs.  Jan  High,  State  W.M.U.  Consultant  from  Cary.  Mrs.  Ann  Ray, 
Associate  W.M.U.  Director,  recognized  the  many  mission  volunteers  from  our 
association  and  each  shared  some  highlights  from  their  trips  which  included 
Jamaica,  Botswana,  Brazil,  Togo,  and  West  Virginia. 

On  October  29,  1988,  Boonville  Baptist  Church  hosted  a  Breakfast  Prayer  Retreat 
with  Virginia  Highfill,  retired  missionary  from  Japan,  leading  us  in  an  inspirational 
service. 

A  love  offering  of  $200  was  sent  to  Woman's  Correctional  Center  in  Raleigh. 

Services  for  the  Spanish  ministry  are  held  in  Yadkinville  on  Sunday  mornings 
and  Harmony  on  Sunday  nights  led  by  Rev.  Manuel  Urieta.  Some  of  the  W.M.U. 
organizations  have  been  involved  in  helping  with  refreshments  for  the  ministry.  The 
W.M.U.  Spanish  Chapel  Fund  is  now  $2,068. 

For  the  1989-90  year  Mrs.  Lena  Church  was  elected  as  Associational  W.M.U. 
Director.  Under  her  leadership  further  advances  are  anticipated. 

With  the  21st  century  only  a  decade  away,  as  the  W.M.U.  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association  met  at  Shady  Grove  Baptist  May  7,  1990,  for  their  77th  Annual  Session,  it 
did  so  with  a  renewed  commitment  and  desire  to  continue  expanding  the  borders 
of  God's  Kingdom. 

In  closing,  let  each  remember:  "The  task  we  have  been  given  as  Christians  is 
awesome  and  we  can  only  do  it  as  we  'Labor  Together  with  God.'  It  is  His  mission 
we  are  doing,  not  ours.  Remember  missions  was  born  in  the  heart  of  God  (John 
3:16);  we  love  because  He  first  loved  us  (I  John  4:19)."  Responding  to  such  love  is 
both  a  privilege  and  a  challenge.  And  respond  we  must. 
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Church  Training 


v^hurch  Training  began  as  a  movement  for  Baptist  young  people.  It  was  first 
called  Baptist  Young  People's  Union  (BYPU),  and  was  organized  in  Atlanta  in  1895. 
It  was  recognized  by  the  Convention  in  May,  1896. 

The  first  mention  of  BYPU  in  Yadkin  associational  minutes  was  in  1922.  Four 
churches  reported  meeting.  The  four  churches  and  their  enrollment  were:  Enon,  45; 
Flat  Rock,  25;  Jonesville,  50;  and  Sandy  Springs,  20.  They  gave  a  combined  total  of 
$25.84  to  missions.  The  association  that  year  encouraged  the  churches  "to  foster 
the  work  of  the  BYPU." 

In  1923  an  Associational  BYPU  Committee  was  appointed  to  promote  and 
encourage  its  development  within  the  churches.  The  committee  consisted  of  Hubert 
Gwyn,  P.G.  Scott,  J.H.  Sailor,  Sant  Hall,  J.L.  Comer,  A.S.  Speer,  and  Rev.  L.M. 
Holloway.  They  "ask  that  each  church  organize  a  B.Y.P.U." 

The  first  BYPU  report  is  found  in  the  1924  minutes  and  reads: 

The  Baptist  denomination  has  realized  more  and  more  as  the  years 

go  by  that  their  greatest  responsibility  is  to  train  and  develop  the 

young  converts.  Within  the  past  few  years  rapid  progress  has  been 

made  in  this  work.  It  was  one  time  thought  that  the  BYPU  could  be 

maintained  only  in  the  city  churches,  but  today  some  of  the  best 

Baptist  Young  People's  Unions  are  in  the  country.  We  need  more 

of  them  so  as  to  train  all  the  young  church  members  that  they  can 

go  out  in  the  highways  and  hedges  and  compel  the  lost  to  come 

in. 

As    1929   brought   the    Roaring   Twenties   to   an   end,   eight   churches   were 

conducting  BYPU  with  an  enrollment  of  280.  Gradually,  though,  a  change  was 

occurring.  The  movement  was  developing  into  a  fully  graded  church  training 

program  for  all  age  groups.  In  1934  the  name  was  changed  to  Baptist  Training 

Union.  The  last  BYPU  report  appears  in  the  1934  minutes  when  twelve  churches 

reported  an  enrollment  of  406. 

The  first  Baptist  Training  Union  report  found  in  the  1935  minutes  indicate  nine 
churches  had  a  graded  Church  Training  program  with  446  enrolled.  The 
associational  BTU  report  for  that  year  reads  in  part: 

The  BTU  of  the  Yadkin  Association  has  slowly  but  permanently 
found  its  way  into  the  churches  that  have  sought  the  higher  course 
of  development  and  religious  training  among  our  young  people. 
More  and  more  it  is  being  recognized  as  the  one  agency  that  will 
help  boys  and  girls,  men  and  women  to  discover  themselves  and 
find  their  places  in  our  church  life.  We  have  made  progress  despite 
discouragements  and  obstacles. 
While  those  churches  who  had  BTU  profited  from  its  programs,  it  never  seemed 
to  find  a  home  in  many  of  the  churches.  As  the  1940's  dawned,  the  1940  minutes 
state,  "About  one-half  of  our  churches  in  the  Yadkin  Association  are  doing  fine 
work."  That  year  531  were  enrolled  from  ten  churches. 
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The  year  after  War  World  II,  1946,  minutes  record  that  "the  Training  Union  work 
in  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  is  far  behind  any  other  work  in  our  association." 
However,  by  the  end  of  the  1940's  eleven  churches  reported  694  enrolled.  With 
annual  associational  wide  mass  meetings  held,  this  helped  stir  interest. 

Into  the  1950's  the  number  of  churches  and  enrollment  gradually  increased.  By 
1953  1,032  were  reported  enrolled  from  fourteen  churches.  In  1956  enrollment  from 
16  churches  had  increased  to  1,183.  By  1959  seventeen  churches  reported  1,238 
enrolled.  Throughout  the  1950's  participation  in  Memory  Work  Drills  were  held 
along  with  mass  meetings. 

In  the  1960's  the  associational  "M"  night  continued  to  be  held.  Through  the 
mid-60's  attendance  often  was  over  300.  A  high  of  434  were  present  for  "M"  Night 
on  December  3,  1962,  which  was  held  at  Yadkinville  High  School. 

Over  twelve  hundred  were  enrolled  in  BTU  in  1960  from  eighteen  churches. 
During  this  decade  the  highest  numer  of  churches  with  BTU  was  the  eighteen  in 
1960  and  1961,  with  the  highest  enrollment  reported  in  1961  at  1,312. 

Training  Union  was  proving  to  be  beneficial  to  those  involved.  The  association 
had  several  regional  and  state  winners  in  memory  work  tournaments.  In  1965  our 
association  had  15  winners  in  the  State  Memory  Work  Tournament.  They  were:  Dot 
Baity,  Jerry  Steelman,  Loren  McMurray,  Kathie  Spillman,  Ken  Wilson,  Jerry  Waddell, 
Ronny  Waddell,  Grayson  Brandon,  Debra  Andrews,  Karen  Martin,  Loretta  Welborn, 
Trudy  Martin,  Rebecca  Wood,  Elaine  Hudspeth,  and  Susan  Hudspeth. 

Training  Union  seemed  to  be  flourishing,  however,  after  1965  enrollment  began 
I  to  decline.  By  1969  fourteen  churches  reported  only  790  enrolled.  That  was  a 
i  decrease  of  522  since  1961.  By  1969  "M"  Night  meetings,  which  had  been  running 
i  over  300  at  the  beginning  of  the  60's,  had  dropped  to  just  over  100  in  attendance. 
Heading  into  the  1970's  Training  Union  continued  to  lose  steam.  The  "M"  Night 
meetings  were  discontinued  because  of  continued  declining  attendance.  In  1971 
i  ten  churches  reported  only  493  enrolled.  By  1975  only  four  churches  reported  165 
i  enrolled. 

As  1979  brought  an  end  to  the  decade  the  picture  had  not  improved  much,  with 
six  churches  reporting  only  21 1  enrolled.  Minutes  state: 

The  Lord  knows  the  Yadkin  Association  is  doing  a  poor  job  in 
Church  Training.  Churches  must  seriously  consider  the  need  of  a 
consistent    approach    to    training    their    members    in    Christian 
doctrine  and  theology,  in  church  policy  and  organization,  and 
ministry. 
With  the  arrival  of  the  1980's  minutes  state,  "The  Yadkin  Association  must  place 
■  a  higher  priority  on  Church  Training."  Through  the  decade  of  the  80's  it  gradually 
began  to  increase  again. 

In  1980  nine  churches  reported  237  enrolled.  By  1985  the  number  had  jumbed  to 
fourteen  churches  with  969  enrolled.  Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Larry  Thompson, 
Associational  Church  Training  Director,  as  the  decade  closed  seventeen  churches 
reported  an  enrollment  of  1,353.  That  is  an  increase  of  eight  churches  and  1,116 
people.  Progress  is  being  made. 
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Though  very  few  churches  report  on-going  training  programs,  most  of  the 
churches  have  some  type  of  church  training  during  the  year  through  doctrine 
studies  or  Equipping  Center  Modules.  With  the  association  now  having  BTN  this 
offers  new  training  opportunities.  Though  some  progress  is  being  made,  there  is 
always  much  more  that  can  be  done  within  the  churches  in  the  area  of  training. 

As  the  association  celebrates  its  200th  birthday,  Training  Union  has  changed  its 
name  to  Discipleship  Training.  It  is  hoped  that  as  the  Yadkin  Association  enters  its 
third  century  of  service  for  Christ,  each  church  will  endeavor  to  strengthen  its 
members  by  taking  advantage  of  the  resources  available  through  the  Discipleship 
Training  programs. 

Is  it  not  the  command  of  Christ  to  "make  disciples?"  Then  let  us  be  about  the 
business  of  touching  lives,  growing  churches,  and  training  disciples. 
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Executive  Promotion  Committee 

With  progressing  times,  expanding  ministries,  often  with  unfinished  business 
left  over  after  annual  sessions,  and  with  new  issues  that  often  needed  attending  to 
before  the  next  session,  there  was  a  need  for  some  way  to  take  care  of  these 
matters  between  sessions.  What  was  the  solution? 

The  1922  Annual  Session,  held  August  1 1-13  at  Flat  Rock,  saw  the  creation  of  the 
first  Executive  Committee  of  the  Association.  What  was  to  be  its  function?  Who  was 
to  serve  on  it?  Minutes  from  that  year  answer  both  questions. 

Resolved:  That  this  association  appoint  an  Executive  Committee 
of  seven,  consisting  of  the  Moderator  and  Clerk  of  the  assocaition, 
and  three  other  men  and  two  women,  of  the  five  men  two  shall  be 
laymen.  The  Moderator  and  Clerk  shall  be  Chairman  and  Secretary 
of  this  Board. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  attend  to  all  unfinished 
business  of  the  association,  to  cooperate  with  the  State  Mission 
Board  in  preaching  the  Gospel  in  destitute  places  and  assisting 
weak  churches  within  the  bounds  of  this  association,  and  to  foster 
the  work  of  Sunday  Schools,  B.Y.P.U.,  the  W.M.U.,  and  laymen. 

This  committee  shall  meet  two  times  each  year  and  as  many 
other  times  as  the  need  may  demand. 
Those  who  served  on  the  first  Executive  Committee  were:  A.S.  Speer,  Chairman; 
S.J.  Honeycutt,  Secretary;  Rev.  E.W.  Turner;  J.F.  Reece,  H.F.  Pardue;  Miss  Delia 
Woodhouse;  and  Miss  Delia  Arnold. 

This  committee  of  seven  functioned  well  through  1933.  In  an  effort  to  involve  all 
the  churches  in  the  association  in  decision  making  and  planning  matters  year 
around,  at  the  August,  1934,  session  held  at  Cross  Roads,  the  Executive  Committee 
was  expanded  into  the  Executive  Promotion  Committee.  Minutes  read: 

A  motion  was  made  (and  carried)  that  we  reorganize  our 
Executive  Committee.  Instead  of  having  it  composed  of  just  a  few 
members  the  new  organization  provides  that  it  be  composed  of 
one  member  from  each  church,  and  including  all  pastors,  the 
clerk,  and  moderator.  .  .  .  The  purpose  of  the  Executive  Promotion 
Committee   is   to   promote  every  phase  of  denominational   and 
Kingdom  work  in  the  association. 
The  newly  structured  committee,  which  sought  to  meet  quarterly,  proved  to  be 
an  added  plus  in  the  progress  of  the  association.  As  examples,  just  in  the  first  few 
years  following  its  formation  a  Stewardship  Training  School  was  planned  and 
simultaneous    Stewardship    Revivals    were    promoted    (1936);    a    schedule    of 
associational  activities  was  begun  (1937);  and  state  trained  workers  were  invited  to 
come  to  the  association  to  hold  workshops  (1938). 

In  1946  it  was  voted  that  the  members  comprising  the  Executive  Promotion 
Committee  be  determined  "at  the  annual  meeting."  The  members  "shall  be 
composed  of  the  Moderator,  Vice-Moderator,  Clerk,  President  of  the  Ministers' 
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Conference,  Associational  Superintendents  of  the  Sunday  School,  and  Woman's 
Missionary  Union,  Director  of  the  Baptist  Training  Union,  and  two  members  elected 
from  the  floor." 

This  change,  which  excluded  a  representative  from  every  church  other  than  the 
pastor,  was  the  result  of  feeling  the  above  mentioned  members  could  give  sufficient 
input  from  every  phase  of  associational  work.  This  procedure  of  determining  the 
committee  members  was  followed  until  1953. 

In  1953  members  included  the  Associational  "Moderator,  Vice-Moderator,  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  Sunday  School  Director,  Trustees,  Historian,  Church  Training  Director, 
WMU  Director,  Chairman  of  Evangelism,  Director  of  Missions,  Finance  Committee, 
pastors  of  all  member  churches,  and  one  member  representative  nominated  by 
each  of  the  member  churches."  While  additional  officers  were  added  over  the  years, 
until  1989  this  was  basically  who  comprised  the  Executive  Committee. 

In  an  effort  to  enlarge  the  membership  of  the  Executive  Committee,  it  was  voted 
at  the  1989  annual  session  that  the  committee,  instead  of  having  just  one  lay 
representative  from  member  churches,  that  there  could  be  three  representatives 
from  each  church,  suggesting  an  age  spread  of  one  representative  aged  20-35,  one 
aged  36-50,  and  one  aged  51  and  up,  from  each  church.  It  was  felt  this  change 
would  enhance  participation  and  input. 

At  this  writing  almost  70  years  have  passed  since  1922,  when  the  forming  of  the 
committee  that  evolved  into  the  Executive  Promotion  Committee  first  met.  The 
purpose  of  the  committee  has  remained  essentially  the  same  through  the  years,  "To 
supervise  the  entire  program  of  the  association  between  annual  sessions"  (copied 
from  the  current  YBA  Constitution).  Of  course,  the  "committee  is  responsible  to  the 
general  membership  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association."  The  committee  meets 
quarterly,  in  January,  April,  July,  and  October. 

The  forming  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  1922  that  expanded  into  the 
Executive  Promotion  Committee  in  1934  proved  to  be  a  wise  move  on  the  part  of 
our  associational  predecessors. 
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Vacation  Bible  School 


Active  promotion  of  Vacation  Bible  School  among  Southern  Baptists  began 
September  1,  1924.  For  the  first  ten  years  growth  was  slow.  In  1925  only  300 
churches  reported  conducting  one.  By  1935  1,055  were  reported. 

The  purpose  of  VBS  has  been  clearly  defined  since  the  first  one  ever  held:  to 
teach  boys  and  girls  more  about  Jesus  with  the  goal  of  leading  them  to  a  saving 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ.  This  has  been  its  purpose  since  1898.  It  was  in  that  year 
Mrs.  Walker  Hawes  of  Epiphany  Baptist  Church  in  New  York  conducted  the  first 
one. 

In  an  effort  to  reach  the  immigrant  children  who  were  playing  in  the  streets  of 
East  Side,  New  York,  Mrs.  Hawes  conducted  the  first  "everyday  Bible  school"  in  July 
of  1898.  It  proved  so  successful  she  conducted  another  one  the  following  year,  and 
Vacation  Bible  School  was  born. 

It  was  in  an  effort  to  reach  the  boys  and  girls  of  Yadkin  County  that  VBS  was 
begun  in  the  Yadkin  Association.  As  stated  in  the  overview  of  1925-1949,  the  first 
church  in  the  association  to  report  conducting  one  was  Richmond  Hill  in  1931. 
They  listed  181  enrolled  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  78. 

Throughout  the  1930's  only  two  or  three  churches  reported  annually  conducting 
a  VBS.  During  the  1940s  the  enrollment  slowly,  but  steadily,  began  to  increase. 

The  first  VBS  Director  listed  is  found  in  the  1941  minutes,  Mrs.  Paul  Price  Davis 
(1897-1978).  She  served  in  the  position  through  1945.  She  placed  emphases  on  the 
importance  of  VBS  in  reaching  children. 

With  the  coming  of  Miss  Kathleen  Vestal  as  Associational  Missionary  in  1946-47, 
who  could  devote  more  time  to  its  development,  further  strides  began  to  be  made 
in  this  area.  She  visited  every  church  in  an  effort  to  encourage  them  to  begin  a  VBS. 

In  the  summer  of  1946  only  six  churches  conducted  one,  with  an  enrollment  of 
394.  Through  Miss  Vestal's  work,  fourteen  churches,  with  an  enrollment  of  692, 
turned  in  reports  for  the  summer  of  1947. 

Mrs.  T.E.  Grigg,  who  followed  as  Associational  Missionary,  conducted  an 
Associational  Vacation  Bible  School  clinic  to  help  promote  its  cause  and  better 
equip  teachers  and  workers.  Her  labors  were  fruitful,  as  sixteen  churches  reported 
VBS  in  1948  and  1949.  Enrollment  was  857  in  1948  and  jumped  to  1,221  in  1949. 

During  the  1950's  more  and  more  churches  began  reporting  conducting  a  VBS. 
By  1955  only  three  of  the  31  associational  churches  did  not  report  having  one.  Total 
enrollment  that  year  was  2,566. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Grady  Burgiss,  who  assumed  the  position  of 
Associational  Missionary  February  1,  1957,  every  church  was  led  to  conduct  a  VBS. 
Through  VBS  clinics,  meeting  with  VBS  faculties,  and  his  personal  involvement,  in 
the  summer  of  1958  all  31  churches  reported  having  a  VBS.  Total  enrollment  was 
2,971.  The  churches  and  their  enrollments  were  as  follows: 
Arlington  116 

Bear  Creek  132  Bethel  92 

Boonville  137  Charity  104 
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Courtney 
East  Bend 
Flat  Rock 
Friendship 
Island  Ford 
Mount  Bethel 
Mount  Zion 
North  Oak  Ridge 
Rock  Spring 
Shady  Grove 
Swaim's 
Uriion  Grove 
Yadkin  Valley 


106 

109 

88 

51 

98 

110 

100 

117 

101 

123 

76 

61 

117 

Minutes  disclose  that  since  1958,  either  an  annual  VBS  has  been  conducted  in 
every  associational  church  or  approximately  eighty-five  to  ninety-five  percent  of  the 
churches  have  reported  conducting  one.  Few  associations  can  report  such  a  record. 
Over  the  years  VBS  has  played  a  vital  role  in  the  expanding  ministries  of  the  Yadkin 
Association. 

From  one  church  in  1931  with  an  enrollment  of  181,  to  a  projected  enrollment  of 
well  over  3,000  for  the  summer  of  the  association's  bicentennial  year,  Vacation 
Bible  Schools  have  offered  "good  opportunities  for  enlisting  and  teaching  young 
people  to  discover  themselves  and  find  their  places  in  church  life." 


88 

Deep  Creek 

85 

Enon 

20 

Forbush 

88 

Huntsville 

22 

Jonesville 

85 

Mountain  View 

60 

New  Hope 

57 

Richmond  Hill 

82 

Sandy  Springs 

42 

South  Oak  Ridge 

93 

Turner's  Creek 

48 

West  Bend 

63 

Yadkinville 
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Brotherhood 


1  he  Brotherhood  is  an  organization  of  Baptist  men  whose  purpose  is  to 
promote  missions  and  emphasize  the  total  denominational  program.  It  was  in  1907, 
at  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  meeting  in  Richmond,  Virginia  that  the 
organization  that  was  to  be  later  called  Brotherhood  was  founded.  It  was  known 
then  as  the  Laymen's  Missionary  Movement  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  It 
kept  that  name  until  1926. 

From  1927-50  it  was  known  as  Baptist  Brotherhood  of  the  South.  Since  1950  it 
has  been  the  Brotherhood  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  Brotherhood  is  a  relatively  new  kid  on  the  block  in  regard  to  organizations 
within  the  Yadkin  Association.  The  Brotherhood  is  first  mentioned  in  the  statistical 
tables  in  1949,  but  no  churches  reported  having  one.  No  churches  reported  one  in 
1950  either. 

It  was  not  until  1951  that  any  church  reported  having  an  organized  Brotherhood. 
Only  one  church  is  listed,  Jonesville  Baptist.  Listing  17  members  with  Edgar  Hicks 
as  president,  they  met  four  times  during  the  year. 

In  1952  no  Brotherhood  report  was  recorded.  Three  churches  are  listed  as 
having  one  in  1953.  The  number  had  tripled  in  two  years!  The  churches  with  their 
enrollment  were:  Boonville,  23;  Forbush,  27;  and  Jonesville,  19;  for  a  total  of  69. 

Slow  to  take  hold,  the  next  year  only  two  churches  reported  a  Brotherhood 
organization:  Boonville,  with  25  enrolled,  and  Forbush,  with  27  enrolled.  In  1955  the 
total  doubled,  with  four  churches  reporting  a  total  membership  of  120. 

In  1956,  the  year  Royal  Ambassadors  was  transferred  from  the  WMU  to  the 
Brotherhood,  five  churches  reported  organizations  with  a  total  enrollment  of  133. 
The  total  R.A.  enrollment  was  129. 

The  first  Brotherhood  Director  listed  in  the  minutes  was  in  1957,  being  Bill 
Steelman.  He  served  through  the  1958-59  church  year.  Five  churches  in  1957 
reported  106  enrolled  in  Brotherhood  and  148  enrolled  in  R.A.'s. 

In  1959  associational  wide  meetings  and  events  began  to  occur.  A  Brotherhood 
supper  was  held  at  West  Yadkin  Baptist  and  a  service  was  held  at  Arlington  Baptist. 
Ten  Brotherhood  organizations  and  fifteen  R.A.  chapters  were  reported  that  year 
with  a  total  enrollment  of  377. 

During  the  1960's  an  emphasis  was  put  on  training  sessions,  workshops,  and 
meetings,  all  in  an  effort  to  motivate  and  equip  leaders.  Progress  was  slow,  but 
some  headway  was  made.  The  men  held  several  associational  wide  activities  for 
the  R.A.'s  which  helped  in  its  interest.  In  1964  the  State  Brotherhood  Office 
indicated  "the  Yadkin  Association  was  fifth  from  the  top  in  the  percent  of  its 
churches  having  Royal  Ambassador  organizations."  Fourteen  churches  reported 
having  R.A.  chapters  with  233  enrolled. 

As  the  Brotherhood  headed  into  the  1970's  Tony  Parker,  Brotherhood  Director, 
stated,  "Interest  in  the  movement  is  growing."  As  the  new  decade  began,  thirteen 
churches  reported  a  total  enrollment  of  288. 
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In  1976  Thomas  Stroud  of  Sandy  Springs  became  the  Brotherhood  Director.  At 
this  writing  he  has  held  the  position  for  fourteen  years.  Under  his  leadership  the 
Brotherhood  has  made  significant  strides  forward  in  both  enrollment  and  activities. 
In  1976,  13  churches  reported  having  Brotherhood  and  R.A.'s  with  a  total 
enrollment  of  397.  As  the  association  celebrates  its  200th  birthday,  21  churches 
report  an  enrollment  nearing  650. 

Since  1981  the  Brotherhood  has  been  involved  in  sending  teams  of  workers  to 
West  Virginia  to  help  with  the  constructing  of  struggling  churches  and  mission 
churches,  in  an  effort  to  help  establish  new  churches.  As  has  been  mentioned 
elsewhere,  some  of  the  Brotherhood  members  have  gone  abroad  to  such  places  as 
Togo,  Brazil,  Jamaica,  and  Peru  as  volunteer  mission  workers.  Many  other  projects 
and  endeavors  within  and  outside  the  association  have  been  undertaken  in  an  effort 
to  help  fulfill  the  Great  Commission  of  Christ. 

In  recent  years  many  men  have  seen  they  have  gifts  and  talents  God  can  use  to 
help  expand  His  Kingdom.  As  the  Brotherhood  strides  forward  toward  the  21st 
century,  it  is  hoped  more  men  and  boys  will  become  active  in  this  productive 
organization  and  that  greater  advancements  for  Christ  will  be  made. 

Those  who  have  served  as  Brotherhood  Director  over  the  years  are: 
BillSteelman  1957-59 

Marvin  Sapp  1959-60  Tony  Parker  1967-71 

Harvey  Gentry  1960-61  Howard  Wagoner  1971-74 

Elton  Casstevens  1961-63  Grover  Holder  1974-76 

Corbett  Walters  1963-67  Thomas  Stroud  1976- 

As  Thomas  Stroud  stated  in  the  1986  minutes,  "Our  prayer  is  that  more  men  and 
boys  will  become  active  in  our  mission  work  here  in  the  association  and 
throughout  the  world."  As  an  association  may  we  strive  to  see  that  prayer  answered. 
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Music 


An 


anonymous  writer  has  written,  "Christianity  is  the  only  religion  that 
abounds  in  song.  Atheism  is  songless,  agnosticism  has  nothing  to  sing  about;  the 
various  forms  of  idolatry  are  not  tuneful;  but  Judaism  said,  "0  come,  let  us  sing 
unto  the  Lord";  and  when  Christ  came,  the  angels  greeted  His  birth  with  praise. 
Since  then  Christian  song  has  gained  in  fullness  and  strength  of  voice  with  each 
century." 

Over  the  last  two  centuries  the  Yadkin  Association's  song  has  also  gained  in 
fullness  and  strength  of  voice.  For  200  years  it  has  sought  to  echo  the  praises  of  He 
who  is  worthy  of  our  praises. 

While  singing  was  without  question  a  part  of  all  early  associational  meetings, 
the  first  specific  mention  of  singing  or  music  is  not  found  until  the  1842  minutes. 
Meeting  at  Swaim's  in  October  of  that  year,  after  the  introductory  sermon  was 
preached  by  Mark  May  it  is  recorded  that,  'After  singing  and  prayer,  church  letters 
were  called  for  and  read."  Minutes  state  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  October 
2,  "Elder  Benjamin  Lanier  (1807-1893)  opened  the  service  by  singing  and  prayer." 

The  association  did  not  adopt  an  official  hymnal  until  1847.  At  the  annual 
session  that  year,  two  years  after  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  was  formed, 
minutes  record: 

Whereas  our  denomination  is  without  a  standard  Hymn  Book, 
and  whereas  we  have  the  opportunity  of  procuring  the  Baptist 
Hymn  Book  adapted  to  the  Southern  Churches;  Resolved,  by  this 
association,  that  they  adopt  the  Baptist  Hymn  Book  as  a  standard, 
and  recommend  the  churches  composing  this  association  to  do 
the  same. 

Rev.  William  G.  Brown  ( 1820-1901 ),  who  was  called  the  "sweet  singer  of  Israel," 
often  "brought  the  association  to  order  by  prayer  and  singing"  (1853).  He  is 
mentioned  frequently  as  singing  solos  at  annual  meetings.  He  blessed  the 
association  with  his  singing  for  over  50  years. 

After  a  careful  searching  of  the  minutes,  the  first  song  this  writer  could  find 
mentioned  by  name  that  was  sung  at  an  annual  session  was  "Amazing  Grace."  On 
the  third  day  of  the  four  day  1887  meeting  held  at  White  Plains,  one  finds  at  the 
August  20  afternoon  session,  "  Amazing  Grace  how  sweet  the  sound'  was  sung,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  C.S.  Farris"  (1857-1938).  On  the  last  day  of  the  session  the 
congregation  sang  "Today  the  Savior  Rose."  How  appropriate  they  be  the  first  two 
songs  mentioned  by  name,  for  it  is  truly  amazing  grace  that  has  brought  the 
association  through  two  hundred  years  of  service  for  the  Savior  who  arose  and  is 
alive  for  ever  more. 

The  next  year,  1888,  three  songs  are  mentioned  by  name  as  being  sung  by  those 
gathered  at  Bear  Creek  in  August  of  that  year.  The  songs  were:  "Praise  God  From 
Whom  All  Blessings  Flow,"  "Amazing  Grace,"  and  "God  Be  With  You  Till  We  Meet 
Again." 
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While  associational  gatherings  were  opened  with  singing,  the  first  song 
mentioned  by  name  as  sung  to  open  an  annual  session  was  at  the  August  1923 
meeting  held  at  Charity  Baptist.  One  finds  recorded,  "The  services  were  begun  with 
the  song,  'Stand  Up  For  Jesus.'  "  The  challenge  of  that  song  still  echoes  in  our  ears, 
though  almost  70  years  have  passed  since  those  gathered  at  Charity  Baptist  lifted  up 
their  voices  in  unison  to  the  Savior  worthy  of  our  standing  up  for. 

Sunday  School  Convention  reports,  which  are  found  in  the  annual  minutes, 
reveal  that  when  they  met  in  the  spring  for  their  Sunday  School  emphasis,  singing 
and  music  was  a  major  part  of  the  program.  As  well,  singing  could  be  heard 
throughout  the  meeting  houses  where  the  WMU  met  for  their  annual  meetings. 

The  above  information  is  given  to  show  that  singing  and  music  have  always  had 
a  part  in  associational  meetings.  While  the  singing  may  not  have  always  been  in 
harmony,  there  was  a  harmonious  spirit  amongst  those  gathered  as  their  praises 
filled  the  air. 

Some  of  the  ministers  who  were  gifted  in  singing  often  held  singing  schools  in 
the  associational  churches  when  they  were  invited  to  do  so.  One  such  man  was 
Rev.  W.V.  Brown  (1874-1941),  of  whom  mention  has  been  made  of  elsewhere.  An 
accomplished  singer,  he  held  schools  of  music  in  many  of  the  churches  in  Yadkin, 
Iredell,  and  Davie  counties.  For  two  decades  he  held  annual  sings  in  Iredell  and 
Davie  counties.  He  saw  the  importance  of  good  singing  and  how  it  could  help 
enrich  worship,  and  he  sought  to  pass  on  to  others  what  he  knew. 

Rev.  Brown  led  most  of  the  singing  at  associational  sessions  from  about  1905 
until  his  death  in  1941.  Seeing  the  value  of  good  music  at  annual  meetings,  at  the 
close  of  the  1942  meeting  "Rev.  Paul  Forsythe  suggested  that  the  association 
include  in  its  corps  of  officers  a  pianist  and  chorister.  The  suggestion  was  made 
into  a  motion,  which  received  unanimous  vote  of  the  assembly.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  G.D. 
Renegar  were  duly  elected  chorister  and  pianist,  respectively." 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Renegar  served  through  1946.  Since  then  the  association  has  been 
blest  to  have  able  and  capable  persons  to  lead  the  choir  and  serve  as  an 
accompanist. 

In  1958  the  first  "associational  music  organiation"  was  started  and  an 
Associational  Director  of  Music  was  chosen.  The  first  Director  was  Rev.  Kenneth 
Wilson,  pastor  of  Jonesville  Baptist.  He  served  until  1963. 

Under  Wilson's  leadership,  annual  associational-wide  schools  of  music  were 
begun  and  annual  hymn  sings  were  held.  At  the  first  School  of  Music  held  at 
Boonville  in  September,  1959,  over  100  attended.  It  proved  there  was  an  interest  in 
musical  education. 

Wilson  stated  in  1962,  "The  purpose  of  churches'  music  is  to  aid  us  in  the 
worship  of  God,  and  to  spread  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  The  churches 
were  showing  a  desire  to  do  just  that.  While  director,  the  reported  associational 
music  enrollment  increased  from  392  in  1958  to  661  in  1963. 

Rev.  Wilson  was  followed  by  Mrs.  Charles  W.  (Margaret)  Gough,  who  served  as 
director  from  1963-71.  Schools  of  music,  workshops,  and  conferences  were  held 
which  were  all  "well  received."  Every  effort  was  being  made  to  give  the  churches 
the  opportunity  to  be  more  proficient  in  the  area  of  music.  While  director,  the 
associational  choir  enrollment  increased  from  661  to  1,124. 

334 


Rev.  Jim  Martin,  pastor  of  Courtney,  served  as  Associational  Music  Director 
from  1971-74.  He  stated,  "It  is  the  task  of  the  Associational  Music  Leadership  to 
assit  the  churches  to  establish,  conduct,  enlarge,  and  improve  their  music 
programs."  He  visited  many  churches  on  invitation  to  help  assist  them  in  the  area 
of  choral,  voice,  and  piano. 

In  1974  Mrs.  Helena  Shore,  wife  of  the  Associational  Director,  became  Music 
Director.  Under  her  direction  successful  schools  of  music  and  workshops  were 
held,  with  sometimes  upward  to  200  present.  Workshops  were  also  held  for 
directors  and  accompanists.  While  director,  Mrs.  Shore  stated  that  she  saw  an 
increased  "interest  in  providing  good  music  in  the  churches  in  our  association." 
The  associational  choir  enrollment  was  nearing  1,500  when  she  stepped  down  in 
1977. 

Miss  Brenda  Wood  was  elected  Music  Director  in  1977  and  served  until  1980. 
While  director,  she  offered  aid  to  the  churches  through  clinics,  workshops,  and 
conferences.  In  1978  three  associational-wide  "singspirations"  were  held  with  an 
average  attendance  of  over  200  attending  each. 

Also  in  1978  at  the  Music  Conference  held  at  Camp  Caraway,  the  Yadkin 
Association  "had  the  largest  group  from  any  association  in  North  Carolina."  In  4979 
two  more  "singspirations"  were  held  with  those  in  attendance  having  their  cups 
filled  to  overflowing. 

Mrs.  Brenda  Hollyfield  assumed  the  duties  of  Associational  Music  Director  in 
1980.  Serving  until  1982,  two  "singspirations"  were  held,  a  music  conference  for 
directors  was  well  attended,  and  a  music  festival  workshop  was  conducted  at 
Jonesville  Baptist  with  126  choir  members  from  various  churches  attending. 

In  April  and  May  of  1981  an  Adult  Choir  Recognition  Service  was  held  with 
"almost  100%  participation  by  the  churches  in  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association."  By 
1982  the  associational  choir  enrollment  had  increased  to  1,51 1. 

Mrs.  Mary  Martin  Gentry  followed  Mrs.  Hollyfield,  serving  from  1982-84.  While 
i  director  she  put  emphasis  on  children's  choirs  and  their  leaders.  Several  workshops 
1  were  held  on  conducting  children's  choirs;  as  well,  children's  choir  camps  were 
1  held  and  "an  excellent  number  of  our  churches  were  represented." 

From  1982-84  Music  Director  Leadership  conferences  were  conducted,  a  Music 
I  Director's  camp  was  held,  and  an  Organist/Pianist  Recognition  Day  was  observed. 
-  Associational  choir  enrollment  increased  almost  100  while  she  was  director. 

In  1984  Mrs.  Emily  Thompson  was  chosen  as  Music  Director.  She  is  still  director 
;  as  the  association  celebrates  its  200th  birthday. 

Under  her  leadership  much  has  been  accomplished.  There  have  been  held 
keyboard  workshops,  workshops  for  children  and  preschool  choir  leaders, 
Workshops  for  pastors  and  directors,  adult  choral  workshops  for  choir  members 
and  directors,  handbell  workshops,  associational  choirs  have  sung  at  various 
meetings,  musical  concerts  have  been  held,  adult  choir  member  workshops  in 
which  over  200  have  participated,  and  a  Seminary  Extension  course  entitled 
"Leading  a  Music  Ministry  in  a  Small  Church"  was  taught  for  nine  weeks. 

The  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  has  received  the  Standard  of  Excellence 
Certificate  Award  in  Music  from  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  for 


335 


their  associational  music  program  every  year  since  1984.  This  is  an  accomplish- 
ment of  which  the  association  can  be  most  proud.  With  the  associational  choir 
enrollment  having  reached  a  high  of  1,803,  continued  growth  in  excellence  is 
expected. 

The  association  is  extremely  proud  of  and  thankful  for  the  many  volunteers  who 
freely  give  of  their  time  and  talents  to  make  the  music  program  of  the  Yadkin 
Association  what  it  is  today.  One  volunteer  who  deserves  special  mention  is  Miss 
Kathryne  Jones  (b.  1912).  In  October,  1988,  the  association  helped  honor  the  76 
year  old  Miss  Jones  for  60  years  of  faithful  service  as  church  organist  at  Boonville 
Baptist.  Freely  giving  of  herself  since  a  teenager,  she  has  helped  many  a  young 
person  discover  their  musical  ability.  At  this  writing  she  can  still  be  found  on 
Sunday  mornings  filling  the  air  with  inspiring  music  that  blesses  the  heart  and 
refreshes  the  soul.  She  is  but  an  example  of  the  many  who  have  in  the  past  and 
who  are  in  the  present  responsible  for  the  association's  music  program  being  the 
success  it  is. 

It  is  abundantly  clear  from  this  brief  summary  of  the  associational  music 
program  that  it  has  continued  to  grow  and  reach  new  heights  with  each  passing 
year.  As  the  assocaition  begins  its  third  century  of  singing  praises  to  the  Lord,  may 
our  song  gain  in  influence  and  strength  with  each  passing  year. 
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Uid  you  know  that  the  first  library  was  begun  in  700  B.C.  by  Assurbanipal  for 
the  Assyrians?  Can  you  imagine  classifying  30,000  clay  tablet  books?  From  this 
collection  in  700  B.C.  to  the  diversification  of  the  1900's  has  been  a  long  route.  But 
in  the  1800's,  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  began  suggesting  library  resources 
and  providing  library  services  for  Southern  Baptists. 

Interesting  dates  in  the  development  of  library  services  are: 

1892  -  The  Sunday  School  Board  was  instructed  by  the  Convention  to  work  in 
fielding  church  library  services. 

1902  -  Bernard  Washington  Spilman,  Field  Secretary  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board,  wrote,  "There  should  be  a  library  .  .  .  the  Sunday  School  should  help  to 
direct  the  reading  in  the  right  direction." 

1927  -  Arthur  Flake  began  a  promotional  program  for  starting  and  developing 
church  libraries. 

1927-1933  -  Some  1,500  church  libraries  were  registered. 

1934  -  Leona  Lavender  (Althoff)  was  appointed  as  the  first  full-time  worker  for 
church  libraries. 

1940  -  An  offer  of  ten  free  books  to  churches  wishing  to  begin  a  church  library 
was  begun. 

1943  -  The  church  library  service  was  authorized.  Florida  Waite  was  elected  as 
first  director. 

1957 -There  were  5,798  libraries  that  had  been  registered  under  Waite's 
direction. 

1959  -  Wayne  E.  Todd  became  the  second  director  of  Library  Services. 

1960  -  The  Church  Library  Magazine  was  begun. 

1960  -  The  program  of  Audiovisual  Education  was  added. 

1973  -  Ridgecrest  and  Glorita  media  centers  were  started. 

1976  -  Track  development  and  distribution  was  assumed. 

1978  -  Todd  retired,  leaving  more  than  20,000  registered  libraries. 

(The  above  information  was  taken  from  The  Media  Library  In  A  Church  by 
Mancil  Ezell  and  Jacqualyn  Anderson,  published  by  Convention  Press,  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  1988.) 

Not  until  1974  did  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  begin  mentioning  Directors  of 
Library  Services.  Richard  Eskew  led  a  conference  on  "Library  and  Visuals"  at  the 
associational  meeting.  Thirteen  churches  listed  a  Director  of  Library  Services. 

In  1975  Mrs.  Gladys  S.  Todd  led  a  conference  on  "The  Library"  at  the 
associational  meeting.  Sixteen  churches  reported  a  Director  of  Library  Services. 
That  year  East  Bend,  Union  Grove,  and  Zion  began  libraries. 

In  1976  fifteen  churches  listed  a  Media  Center  Director.  Several  churches  had 
dropped  services,  but  Deep  Creek  and  Friendship  were  added  to  the  list. 

Sandy  Springs  was  added  to  the  list  of  Media  Center  Directors  in  1977.  That  year 
a  total  of  sixteen  churches  reported  having  media  centers. 
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By  1978  the  association  began  to  recognize  media  work  and  Mrs.  Jane  Eskew 
was  named  Associational  Director.  Shugartown  Baptist  had  organized  a  library.  Mrs. 
Billy  Washburn  was  named  as  the  Associational  Media  Center  Director.  The  first 
Key  Leadership  Conference  was  held  in  the  association  wtih  nine  Media  Center 
Directors  present.  There  were  thirteen  churches  reporting  a  director  that  year. 

In  1979  there  were  fourteen  churches  who  reported  a  Media  Center  Director.  A 
two-day  workshop  was  held  with  Peggy  Thompson  of  Washington,  DC,  teaching, 
"How  to  Administer  and  Promote  a  Church  Media  Center"  and  "How  to  Process 
Media."  Many  churches  sent  workers  to  this  study.  The  filmstrips  were  processed 
and  catalogued.  A  Key  Leadership  conference  was  also  held,  with  good  attendance. 

The  1980's  have  shown  continued  growth  in  the  use  of  media  centers  both  in 
the  assocaition  and  in  the  churches.  Five  more  churches  have  organized  a  media 
center.  In  1989  twenty  churches  reported  a  Media  Center  Director.  There  are  several 
other  churches  who  have  libraries,  but  at  the  moment  do  not  have  directors. 

Those  who  have  served  as  associational  directors  since  1974  are:  Jane  Eskew, 
Louise  Goble,  Minnie  Money,  and  Jean  Middleton.  Richard  Eskew  and  Gladys  Todd 
have  led  conferences  on  the  use  of  media  centers  in  the  church. 

The  1990s  are  beginning  with  a  media  center  organized,  classified,  and 
installed  in  the  new  associational  office  building.  There  are  at  this  writing  219 
filmstrips,  115  videos,  70  equipping  centers,  46  resource  kits,  and  708  books  and 
pieces  of  literature. 

The  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  has  grown  along  with  the  Southwide  Church 
Media  Library  Department,  and  we  are  continuing  to  grow.  The  Associational 
Church  Media  Organization  (TACMO)  is  now  functioning  and  meeting  one  time 
each  quarter.  The  future  looks  bright. 

The  library  is  here  to  serve  in  the  preparation  of  the  Lord's  servants.  Let  us 
prepare  to  celebrate  fifty  years  of  library  work  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
1992-93,  by  making  use  of  the  valuable  resources  that  are  available  to  us  as 
Baptists. 
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MESSENGER 


VOL     I 


February  25,     1957 


No.  1 


A  Messenger  to  the  31  Churches  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Asso- 
ciation in  Yadkin,  Iredell,  Davie  and  Forsythe  Counties,  con- 
cerning the  plans  and  activities  of  the  Churches,  the  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Associational  Missionary. 

PROMOTING:  Evangelism,  Missions,  Stewardship,  Education 
and  Training  in  the  Churches. 


ASSOCIATIONAL  MISSIONARY 
Rev.  L.  Grady  Burgiss,  Box  3M-2,  Phone  3881,  Yadkinville,  N.  C, 


Moderator, 
Vice  Moderator, 
Clerk. 

Assistant  Clerk, 
Treasurer, 
Chm.  of  Svangl. 
S#  S.  Supt. 
T.  U.  Director, 
W.  M.  U.  Pres., 
Historian, 
Chorister, 
Pianist, 


ASSOCIATIONAL  OFFICERS 
Rev.  J.  G.  Allgood. 
Rev.  J.  D.  Whisnant, 
Mr,  L.  H.  Todd, 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Todd, 
Mr.  Harvey  B.  Gentry, 
Rev.  Homer  E.  Brady, 
Mr.  William  F.  Ha-tsell, 
Mr.  Thos-*.  L.  Hanes, 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Brooks, 
Mr.  J.  Thad  Reece, 
Mrs.  Frank  Steelman, 
Mrs.  Charlie  Gcagh, 


Yadkinville,  N.  C. 
Yadkinville,  N.  C. 
East  Bend,  N.  C. 
E'ast  Bend,  N.  C. 
Boonville,  N.  C. 
jonesville,  N.  C. 
Jonesville,  N.  C. 
Yadkinville,  N.  C. 
Yadkinville,  N.  C. 
Yadkinville,  N.  C, 
Boonville,  N.  C. 
Hamptonville,  N.C. 
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P.  2         THE  CONTENT  AND  PURPOSE 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Messenger  we  want 
to  give  you  some  idea  of  what  will  be  carried  in  its  pages, 
and  the  purpose  for  wlch  it  will  be  published  each  month. 

In  the  next  issue,  and  each  issue  following,  we  hope  to  have 
reports  from  the  various  Departmental  Officers,  such  as  S.  S. 
Supt.,  T.  U.  Director,  W.  M.  U.  Pres.,  etc,  about  the  plans 
and  activities  of  those  departments  of  our  Associational  work. 
Also  we  hope  to  publish  various  Associational  Reports  that  may- 
be of  interest  and  value  to  the  churches.  And  we  hope  to  give 
news  of  the  churches  from  time  to  time  that  will  bo  of  general 
interest. 

The  purpose  then,  as  you  can  see,  is  to  distribute  helpful 
information  about  the  Association  and  its  Program  to  the 
churches,  to  bind  the  churches  together  in  a  closer  bond  of 
Christian  unity,  and  to  help  the  churches  share  their  joys 
and  blessings  with  others. 

We  cordially  invito  you  to  send  in  news  items  from  your  chur- 
ch that  will  be  of  general  interest,  and  wo  will  welcome  al- 
ways your  suggestions  about  any  improvements  in  the  Bulletin. 

TEE  VALUE  OF  AIT  ASSOCIATIONAL  CALENDAR 

Within  the  next  fow  days  we  hope^to  develop  an  Associational 
Calendar  for  the  remaining  months  of  1957,  which  we  may  use  as 
a  reminder  of  important  dateg  as  they  approach,  and  as  a  guide 
in  carrying  forward  our  Associational  Program.  We  would  like 
for  cur  Heads  of  Departments  (3.  S. ,  T.  U. ,  W.  M.  U. ,  etc.)  to 
begin  immediately  assembling  the  dates  for  any  meetings  they 
may  have  planned  in  order  that  we  may  .all  get  together  soon 
and  work  those  dates  into  our  Associational  Calendar.  We 
hope  to  send  out  that  Calendar  in  the  next  issue  of  this 
Bulletin,  (about  March  25th). 

ASSOCIATIONAL  MAP  PLANNED  SOON 

The  first  steps  have  been  taken  already  toward  the  develop- 
ment of  an  accurate  and  adequate  map  of  the  Association, 
showing  the  location  of  each  church  and  the  principal  road 
leading  to  it.  Eventually  we  hope  to  have  this  map  printed 
and  available  to  each  church  officer. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  ENLARGEMENT  PROGRAM  NEWS        P.  3 

Sixteen  of  our  churches  In  the  Yadkin  Association,  Joining  witt 
il  churches  in  the  Elkin  Association,  are  now  engaged  in  a  pro- 
gram of  Sunday  School  Enlargement,  including  surveys,  teacher 
Training,  and  planning  for  future  expansion.  We  believe  these 
:hurches  will  receive  great  benefits  from  these  special  efforts, 
ind  will  be  out  front  in  Sunday  school  work  in  the  years  to  come. 
)ne  or  more  special  workers  from  our  State  Sunday  School  Depart- 
aent  are  assisting  in  each  church  for  the  week.  We  hope  to  give 
i  more  detailed  report  on  this  week  of  special  Sunday  School  en- 
largement in  the  next  issue  of  the  "Messenger". 

The  Churches  in  the  Yadkin  Association  participating  in  the 
enlargement  Program  are: 
Boonville,   East  Bend,     Huntsville,     Shady  Grove, 
Charity,     Enon,  Jonesville.     S.  Oak  Ridge, 

Courtney,    Flat  Rock,     Richmond  Hill,  Union  Grovea 
Deep  Creek,  Forbush,  '      Sandy  Springs,  Yadkinville. 
We  look  forward  to  the  day  when  we  can  have  such  a  program 
?ith  all  31  -of  our  churches  receiving  the  many  blessings  to  be 
obtained  from  such  a  wonderful  opportunity. 

EXCELLENT  MISSION  STUDY  HELD 

According  to  reports  from  Mrs.  Page  Shermer,  our  Associationr.l 
Mission  Study  Chairman,  the  Home  Mission  Study  Course  at  Yadkin- 
lrille  on  Friday,  February  15th,  was  one  of  the  best  yet.  -A  to- 
:al  of  lMf  people  from  15"  churches  filled  the  house  almost  to 
Its  capacity.  Three  of  our  fine,  pastors  were  present  also* 
1  The  book- taught  was  "Home  Missions:  U.  S.  A.",  and  the  new 
Issociational  Missionary,  L.  Grady  Burgiss,  did  the  teaching. 
it  the  conclusion  of  the  study  a  films  trip,  in  color,  was 
ijhown  which  highlighted  many  of  our  Home  Mission  fields  and 
activities.   (NOTE:  This  filmstrip  is  available  to  any  Society 
tin  the  Association  which  has  a  projector  and  wants  to  use  it.) 
me   title  of  the  filmstrip  is  "World  Missions:  U.  S.  A." 

HOW  IS  YOUR  ANNIE  ARMSTRONG  OFFERING? 
Has  your  church  completed  the  Annie  Armstrong  Offering  yet? 
fhis  is  an  opportunity  for  any  one  in  your  church  to  give  dir- 
ectly to. Home  Missions,  with  the  assurance  that  100  cents  out 
of  each  dollar  will  go  to  Home  Missions.  Pray  i  Then  give  I 
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P.  If      A  PROJECTED  PLAN  OF  ASSOCIATIONS  MISSIONS 

When  a  full-time  Associational  Missions  Program  was  first 
taken  under  consideration  your  Missions  Committee  gave  consid- 
erable thought  to  the  nature  of  the  program,,  and  of  what  the 
Program  would  consist.  Also  in  the  various  contacts  with  the 
prospective  Missionary  the  type  of  program  was  under  discussion 
quite  frequently. 

So  far  no  definite  program  has  yet  been  adopted.  One  reason 
for  the  delay  is  the  fact  that  it  is  felt  that  it  will  be  bet- 
ter for  you,  the  various  officers  and  leaders  in  the  churches, 
and  the  people  of  the  Association,  to  develop  a  program  that 
will  meet  the  needs  as  you  see  them  from  your  vantage  point. 
Thcrof ore  it  may  be  somC^-ylft  before  wo  can  say  we  have  put  the 
"finishing  touches"  on  our  Associational  Mission  Program. 

However,  several  major  thoughts  have  been  put  down  in  writ- 
ing as  a  guide  to  our  thinking,  and  as  a  starting  point  from 
which  we  hope  to  develop  an  adequate  and  acceptable  program 
of  Associational  Missions. 

V/e  present  those  thoughts  hero,  in  two  sections: 

I  A  PROJECTED  PROGRAM  : 

1.  Survey  promising  areas  to  determine  needs  and  possibili- 

ties. 

2.  Conduct  Mission  Services,  in  homes,  old  store  buildings, 
etc. 

Orgc.nlzo  new  Sunday  Schools  and  churches  where  needed. 
Assist  in  the  formation  of  Church  Fields. 

5.  Assist  in  securing  pastors  for  vacant  churches. 

6.  Assist  in  planning  new  buildings,  or  in  the  enlargement 
and  improvement  of  existing  buildings. 

7.  Counsel  with  pastors  and  churches  concerning  their  needs 
and  problems. 

8.  Plan  and  publish  an  Associational  Calendar  each  year. 

9.  Publish  a  monthly  bulletin,  giving  information  about 
the  mission  program  of  the  Association,  and  for  giving 
information  about  the  work  in  general. 

10.  Assist  the  officers  of  the  Sunday  School,  Training 
Union,  W.  M.  U..  Brotherhood,  V.  B.  S. ,  etc.,  in  their 
plans  and  work  in  the  Association. 

11.  Assist  the  various  committees  of  the  Association  in 
their  plans  and  work.   (Continued  on  next  page.) 
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A  PROJECTED  PROGRAM    (CONTINUED)  P.  5 

12.  That  he,  the  Missionary,  supply  the  pulpits  of  the 
churches  when  needed,  if  he  has  the  time  available. 

13.  Assist  in  planning  associational  or  group  study  course 

and  training  clinics  for  all  departments  of  the  work. 
l*f.  Project  and  promote  any  long  term  planning  the  Associa 
tion  may  have  need  of. 

II  SOME  POLICIES  TO  CONSIDER: 

1.  Since  no  element  of  hierarchy  has  any  place  in  the  Baptis 

set-up  the  Associational  Missionary  should  be  careful 
never  to  assume  any  attitude  of  authority  over  the 
churches. 

2.  All  contacts  with  the  churches  should  be  made  through  the 

pastor;  or,  where  the  pastorate  is  vacant,  through 
other  officers  of  the  church. 

3.  The  missionary's  work  is  more  effective  when  he  enters  a 

church  upon  invitation. 
h.   Where  there  is  discord  or  controversy  in  a  church  it  is 
advisable  for  the  missionary  not  to  enter  into  the 
matter  without  an  invitation  from  both  sidos  of  the 
faction.  And  he  should  go  then  only  as  a  conciliator 
of  "peacemaker". 

5.  The  missionary  should  have  a  well-defined  program  of  work 

and  should  seek  to  carry  it  out  in  full  cooperation 
with  the  constituted  authorities  to  whom  he  is  res- 
ponsible. 

6.  The  missionary  should  remember  constantly  that  he  is  a 

servant  —  a  servant  cf  the  Lord,  the  people,  and 
the  churches. 

7.  The  missionary's  attitude  toward  the  pastors,  officers, 

and  churches  should  be  that  of  a  "fellow-helper  to 
the  Truth",  ready  always  to  assist  when  called  upon. 
] It  is  hoped  that  ycu  will  give  prayerful  consideration  to  all 
If  the  above  thoughts,  and  that  you  will  assist  our  officers  and 
waders  in  working  out  the  best  Associational  Mission  Program 
'jssible.  Your  prayers  and  suggestions  will  be  appreciated, 
((NOTE:  It  has  been  agreed  that  all  honorariums  paid  to  the 
c.ssionary  by  churches  and  organizations  within  our  Association 
lall  be  turned  over  to  the  Associational  Treasurer.  Your  Kis- 
^onary  has  requested  that  this  bo  done.) 
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P.  6    TRAINING  UNION  TOURNAMENT  TIME  IS  NEAR 

The  time  for  our  Associational  Training  Unicn  Rally  and 
eliminations  Is  approaching  rapidly.  We  hope  your  church  will 
have  a  representative  from  each  department  for  the  Tourna- 
ment* Then  the  Associational  winners  will  go  on  to  the  Re- 
gional Convention,  and  the  winners  in  the  Regional  Convention 
will  go  on  to  the  State  Tournaments. 

The  Boys  and  Girls  for  the  Junior  Memory  Work  Drills,  and 
the  Sword  Drills  should  be  practicing  their  parts  daily  now, 
and  should  be  ready  to  do  their  work  with  speed  and  precision^ 

Also  the  Young  People  should  have  their  speeches  ready,  and 
be  drilling  themselves  in  their  delivery  daily.  And  the  Adults 
should  be  brushing  up  their  Scripture  Readings. 

Brother  Thomas  L.  Hanes,  your  Associational  Director,  will 
give  you  further  details  about  the  meetings  soon, 

HOW  ARE  YOUR  V.  B.  S.  PLANS  PROGRESSING? 

These  cold,  cloudy  days  do  not  suggest  a  Vacation  Bible 
School  setting,  but  it  is  time  to  be  busy  about  your  plans  for 
your  V.  B»  S.  if   you  are  to  have  a  successful  one.  The  first 
step  is  to  elect,  or  select,  your  Principal.  Then  just  as 
rapidly  as  possible  the  entire  Faculty  should  be  chosen,  with 
an  ample  number  of  workers  for  each  department*  (The  ideal  Is 
at  least  one  worker  for  each  five  or  six  pupils.)   Then  the 
text  book,  Principal's  Package,  and  other  materials  should  be 
purchased.   (Now  is  a  good  time  to  order  those  things,  if  you 
have  not  already.) 

This  year  we  are  beginning  a  new  series  of  text  books  for 
the  V.  B.  S.,  which  will -contain  new  materials,  in  lovely  new 
covers.  The  old  text  books,  like  you  have  been  using,  will 
not  be  on  sale  at  any  of  our  Baptist  Book  Stores.  For  only 
$12.00  you  can  buy  a  text  book  for  each  department  and  a 
Principal's  Package.  It  seems  that  any  church  should  be  able 
to  bear  this  minimum  cost  for  their  V.  B.  S. 

After  the  text  books  and  other  materials  are  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Faculty,  we  would  suggest  that  the  teachers  be- 
gin at  once  studying  these  materials  in  preparation  for  the 
Associational  V.  B.  S.  Clinic  which  will  be  held  some  time 
in  the  latter  part  of  April.  (That  date  has  not  been  set, 
but  will  be  soon.)   Our  GOAL  is  a  V.  B.  S.  in  each  church  i 
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PLANS  FOR  EVANGELISTIC  CRUSADE  PROGRESSING       P.  7 

Recently  the  Chairmen  of  Evangelism  and  the  Associational 

Missionaries  of  the  Elkin  and  Yadkin  Associations  met  f£  the 

purpose  of  furthering  plans  for  our  coming  Simultaneous  Lan! 

'£n^iSt^TaMe  W5^h  is  t0  be  h«ld  in  the  two  Associations 

April  28th  to  May  5th.   Many  of  the  necessary  committee's  we?e 

iSeV^  h^°thr^^a|iS  °f  the  plans  were  discussed! 

It  is  believed  that  If  every  church  in  the  two  Associations 

":C??i2  'P«tic±pate  whole-heartedly  in  this  united  JffSt  it  would 

.ring  spiritual  blessings  that  have  not  been  experienced  in  In 
airfare^  W°Uld  mk°  *  treraenduous  impact  for^oSd  Spon  the'n^ 

If  your  church  has  not  yet  planned  to  join  In  this  united  <=f 
fort  for  reaching  the  last  lost  person  in  our  area  Jet  e  1 
■will  give  the  matter  your  most  prayerful  consideration   ?his 
Ki  r6  an,excell5nt  follow-up  for  your  Sunday  School  Bnl^L 
ment  Campaign,  and  will  assist  you  in  reaching  those  unsaved 
and  unchurches  people  you  found  in  your  religious  census 

If  wo  will  all  join  our  hands  and  hearts  iS  the  s?cft  wo-k  w 

??'  ^G4.invite  aH  of  our  churches,  and  people?  to  mtv 
laily  that  we  may  be  used  of  the  Lord' to  wiTsSull  to  Christ. 

,.  ,     ™S  ISSUE  OF  THE  "MESSENGER"  MUCH  DELAYED 
,  Work  was  begun  on  this  Issue  of  the  "Messenger"  noarlv  two 
./eeks  ago,  but  due  .to  the  onslought  of  a  tenacious  cold  vSS 
Missionary  was  not  able  to  complete  it  earlier   Wrh!/f  *. 
;he  "Messenger"  cut  about  the  2?th  of  each  monih.   *  P°  t0  PUt 

env,-,   ■,,J-.?HIS  LITTLE  PUBLICATION  IS  FREE 

mis  little  monthly  bulletin  will  b*  sont-  fvM  i-r,   =  n  -, 

■f  so   f,r?  °??  "J?*  tc  mkQ   a  "1J  °f  these  mouSly  bulletins 

D  you  rcPul'rt'  ?o^r  t0  bGSinl  U'°  h°pe  th^  w111  be  eo^nf  * 

-  you  regularly  for  many  years  to  dome. 
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OUR  FIRST  MESSAGE  OF  GREETINGS  AND  THANKS 
(From  The  Burgisses) 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Messenger  we  want 
to  extend  to  everyone  in  the  Association  our  most  cordial  and 
sincere  greetings.  It  is  a  real  joy  for  us  to  be  among  you 
as  your  servants  in  the  Lord,  Also,  we  want  to  express  our 
deep  and  sincere  gratitude  for  the  wonderful  reception  you 
have  given  us. 

The  "Open  House"  the  ladies  of  the  Associational  W.  M.  U. 
arranged  for  us  on  Sunday,  February  17th,  was  a  wonderful 
expression  of  "Welcome"  and  good  will.  Wq  shall  treasure  al- 
ways the  memories  of  that  happy  occasion.  According  to  our 
count,  2h8   people  signed  the  "Guest  Register"  from  23  chur- 
ches. And  you  good  people  brought  a  wonderful  array  of  lovely 
and  useful  gifts,  all  of  which  were  appreciated  greatly. 

Such  -a  wonderful  spirit  of  hospitality  and  good-will  as  you 
have  displayed  makes  us  want  to  give  our  best  in  serving  you. 

We  want  you  to  be  assured  that  it  is  our  sincere  desire  to 
be  "fellow- la  borers"  with  you  in  the  Lord  as  we  begin  our 
work  in  the  Yadkin  Association. 

Just  as  rapidly  as  we  can  we  want  to  visit  each  pastor  and 
each  church  in  the  Association.  We  want  to  get  to  know  as 
many  of  you  as  possible  personally,  and  we  want  to  do  every- 
thing within  our  power  to  assist  you  in  carrying  on  the  King- 
dom work  of  our  Lord  in  your  midst. 

We  shall  be  most  happy  to  have  you  drop  in  to  see  us  any 
time  you  are  in  Yadkinville,  and  want  you  to  call  on  us  any 
time  we  can  help  you  in  the  work  of  your  church. 


YADKIN  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION, 
L.  Grady  Burgiss,  Missionary, 
Box  3^2,  Yadkinville,  N.  C. 
Form  35^+7  requested. 
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APPENDIX 
F 


QUERIES 


Queries 


Tor  many  years  those  gathered  at  associational  annual  meetings,  looked 
forward  to  that  time  in  the  session  when  the  queries  were  answered.  Queries  were 
questions  submitted  by  churches  or  formulated  by  a  query  committee.  The 
answering  of  these  questions  were  for  the  purpose  of  instruction  and  counsel,  and 
were  often  debated  with  great  ability  and  vigor,  as  the  people  attentively  listened. 
While  minutes  record  short,  concise  answers  to  these  questions,  they  were 
discussed  much  before  the  answers  were  recorded. 

When  difficulties  and  questions  arose  in  a  church,  members  not  only  may  have 
had  different  views  on  important  matters,  sometimes  even  the  minister  could  not 
resolve  the  difficulty.  When  this  occurred,  the  matter  was  brought  before  the 
association  in  the  form  of  a  query  or  question. 

Though  queries  continued  into  the  first  decade  of  the  20th  century,  as  the  19th 
century  drew  to  a  close  fewer  and  fewer  of  them  were  being  brought  before  the 
annual  sessions.  With  improving  communication  between  communities  and 
churches,  with  more  laws  being  enacted,  and  with  more  printed  material  available, 
the  need  for  the  association  to  answer  queries  diminished. 

Historically,  these  queries  are  of  importance,  as  they  give  us  insight  into  the 
thinking,  ideas,  and  some  of  the  problems  faced  by  these  pioneer  Baptists.  Queries 
covered  a  wide  range  of  subjects,  from  moral  issues,  marriage,  divorce,  remarriage, 
jlchurch  ordinances,  qualifications  of  ministers  and  deacons,  matters  pertaining  to 
fellowship,  and  numerous  other  topics  dealing  with  Christian  living  and  conduct. 

As  selected  queries  gleaned  from  the  associational  minutes  are  considered,  it  is 
essential  to  remember  several  factors  that  helped  contribute  to  the  conduct  of  our 
Baptist  ancestors.  Members  of  these  churches  lived  in  pioneer  territory,  maybe  20  or 
30  miles  from  communication  with  another  church,  plus,  with  practically  no  printed 
;  religious  material  available,  as  well  as  having  few  laws  or  the  inability  to  enforce 
i:hem,  not  everyone's  behavior  and  actions  conformed  to  the  highest  moral 
orinciples  and  standards. 

Since  the  association  served  as  an  Advisory  Council,  their  answering  queries 
submitted  to  them  served  as  an  important  function  in  the  life  of  the  churches.  The 
Queries  considered  will  be  listed  topically. 


Marriage,  Divorce,  and  Remarriage 

! 

Questions  dealing  with  marriage,  divorce,  and  remarriage  were  often  brought 
lefore  the  association.  In  early  pioneer  days  there  was  a  great  laxity  in  regard  to 
trict  observance  of  the  marital  relationship.  Some  of  the  questions  posed,  at  times, 
tumped  even  the  leaders  within  the  association. 

1791  -  Whether  fornication  is  committed  by  married  persons  or  single? 

Answer:  Fornication  is  an  act  of  single  persons  as  appears  in  Matthew  19:1-10 
nd  I  Corinthians  5:1. 
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1792  -  A  query  representing  polygamy  was  laid  before  us  and  debated.  (Until 
the  year  1790,  there  was  no  law  against  polygamy  in  North  Carolina,  and  more  than 
a  few  instances  could  be  found  in  the  western  part  of  the  state.) 

Answer:  The  practice  condemned. 

1792  -  Query:  If  the  unbeliever  departs  from  a  marriage,  is  a  brother  or  sister 
under  bondage  in  such  cases? 

Answer:  If  the  unbeliever  depart,  then  the  believer  is  not  bound. 

1796  -  Query:  Whether  a  woman  who  has  been  absent  from  her  husband 
fourteen  years,  and  then  to  marry  a  second  husband  and  is  not  certain  of  the  death 
of  the  first,  whether  the  second  husband  may  be  received  as  a  member  in  church 
notwithstanding  such  marriage? 

Answer:  Left  to  the  discretion  of  the  church  which  he  may  offer  for  admittance. 

1799  -  What  shall  be  done  with  a  woman  in  the  church  that  refuses  to  live  with 
her  husband  and  will  not  give  her  reasons  for  the  same? 

Answer:  Advise  the  church  from  which  the  query  came,  call  her  and  him  to 
attend  before  the  church  and  seek  to  resolve  the  matter. 

1804  -  Is  it  right  in  the  sight  of  God  for  a  man  or  woman  to  be  married  to 
another  without  any  knowledge  of  the  death  of  his  or  her  former  companion? 

Answer:  Answered  not  (could  not  arrive  at  an  answer). 


Alcohol 

While   drinking   was    frequent   and   common   among   many   of  our   pioneer 
ancestors  (sadly,  that  is  still  true  today),  excessive  drinking  was  frowned  upon  and 
was  not  tolerated  by  the  churches.  Those  caught  "drinking  to  excess"  would  receive  . 
church  discipline  and  if  they  were  not  repentant,  excommunication  would  occur. 

A  practice  that  was  common  then  (as  it  is  now  in  many  instances)  was  that 
during  elections  there  was  the  widespread  practice  of  winning  votes  by  treating 
voters  to  liquor.  In  1789,  at  the  fourth  associational  branch  meeting,  this  problem 
was  addressed  in  the  query:  "Whether  a  member  may  carry  liquor  to  any  place  of 
an  election  and  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  and  treat  the  people  after  the  election? 
Answer:  We  think  it  disorder." 

This  query  was,  no  doubt,  followed  by  lively  discussion  and  debate.  By  its 
answer,  the  association  was  calling  its  members  to  live  by  higher  moral  standards 
and  not  to  be  associated  with  the  evil  wrought  by  alcohol.  The  association  wanted 
its  members  to  set  a  good  example  for  Christ,  not  be  a  detriment  to  Him. 

Very  few  queries  ever  came  before  the  association  dealing  with  alcohol.  Their 
widely  known  opposition  to  it  made  queries  concerning  the  subject  unnecessary. 
However,  from  time  to  time  questions  regarding  temperance  issues  would  be 
brought  to  the  annual  meetings  in  search  of  an  answer. 

Alcohol  is  an  evil  that  the  association  stood  against  even  before  it  became  an 
independent  body.  Time  has  proven  the  position  they  took  back  in  1789  is  the 
proper  stance  that  ever  needs  to  be  maintained  by  the  association  and  those 
associated  with  it. 
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1858  -  Should  fellowship  be  engaged  in  with  a  minister  of  the  gospel  who  is 
'associated  with  intoxicant  beverages? 

Answer:  We  advice  the  churches  composing  this  association  to  recognize  no 
iman  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  who  makes,  vends,  or  uses  ardent  spirits  as  a 
i  beverage. 

1879  -  What  should  a  church  do  with  a  minister  of  the  gospel  who  is 
engaged. ..in  a  public  distillery? 

Answer:  Require  him  to  give  up  that  office  or  surrender  his  credentials  as  a 
minister  of  the  gospel. 

1883  -  What  if  a  church  retains  as  pastor  a  minister  who  has  been  found  guilty 
of  intoxication? 

Answer:  The  association  advises  the  church  to  dismiss  such  pastor,  and  if  refuse 
to  do  so,  the  association  should  withdraw  fellowship  from  the  same. 

1900  -  Should  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  take  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  with  a  church  that  has  been  excluded  from  the  Yadkin  Association  for 
failure  to  observe  the  temperance  resolution?  (See  pages  98- 100. J 

Answer:  We  do  not  think  so,  and  so  report. 

1904  -  Is  it  right  for  our  church  members  of  the  Yadkin  Association  to  aid  the 
.Liquor  Traffic  by  selling  fruit  or  grain  for  the  purpose  of  making  intoxicating 
liquors? 

Answer:  To  sell  fruit  or  grain  to  a  distiller  with  a  knowledge  of  the  purpose  for 
■which  it  is  to  be  used  is  to  become  a  party  to  the  business. 


Concerning  Ministers,  Deacons,  and  the  Church 

Questions  concerning  officers  within  the  church,  their  function,  and  other 
imatters  pertaining  to  such,  frequently  arose. 

1795  -  Is  it  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God  to  ordain  a  man  who  has  the 
(qualifications  of  a  deacon  in  the  church  if  his  wife  has  not  joined  the  church? 

Answer:  Contrary  to  the  Word. 

1798  -  Should  a  minister  hold  in  his  arms  little  children  and  pray  for  them? 
Answer:  We  think  such  a  practice  permissible. 

1799  -  What  is  a  minister's  duty,  what  is  a  church's  duty? 

Answer:  Came  under  much  debate  and  referred  back  to  the  churches  for 
Ideliberation. 

1806  -  Is  there  any  Scripture  or  example  for  a  church  to  decide  by  a  majority? 

Answer:  We  know  not. 

1809  -  Is  it  right  to  ordain  a  preacher  without  him  being  called  to  the  pastoral 
care  of  a  church? 

Answer:  We  establish  no  general  rule  for  such  ordination. 

1814  -  What  is  the  work  of  a  deacon  in  his  public  office? 

Answer:  We  think  the  work  and  duty  of  a  deacon  is  to  attend  to  and  the 
administration  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  to  take  notice  of  the  wants  of 
their  minister  and  poor  brethren  and  make  it  known  to  the  church. 
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1820  -  Is  it  right  for  a  minister  to  go  into  the  bounds  of  another  church  with 
members  of  his  own  and  receive  members  ( proselyting  other's  members'). 

Answer:  Answered  in  the  negative. 

1827  -  Query:  Is  baptism  administered  by  a  person  not  ordained,  valid? 

Answer:  No. 

1849  -  Is  there  Scriptural  authority  for  calling  a  presbytery  to  unclothe  a 
delinquent  minister  of  his  ministerial  functions. 

Answer:  No  Gospel  authority. 

1879  -  Suppose  a  church  should  hear  evil  reports  against  a  minister  who  is 
living  fifteen  miles  away,  and  said  church  should  write  to  him  requesting  him  to 
cease  to  preach,  would  such  a  course  be  in  accordance  with  the  Bible  and  our 
usage? 

Answer:  No. 

1907  -  Should  a  church  report  to  the  association  the  amount  paid  or  promised 
to  pastor's  salary  by  church  members? 

Answer:  Resolved,  that  we  request  all  churches  to  report  to  the  association  all 
funds  expended. 


Pertaining  To  Fellowship 

Members  were  warned  to  watch  who  they  entered  into  fellowship  with,  so  as  not 
to  ultimately  threaten  their  own  fellowship  with  the  Lord. 

1791  -  Suppose  two  sister  churches  are  in  fellowship,  and  there  should  be  a 
member  in  each  church  that  could  not  have  fellowship  with  each  other,  what 
should  be  done  in  that  case? 

Answer:  That  each  church  send  a  part  of  their  church  to  meet  together  and  then 
hear  the  matter  and  determine  the  same. 

1791  -  Is  it  agreeable  to  Scripture  to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  before 
baptism? 

Answer:  Yes,  for  union  but  not  communion. 

1792  -  Is  it  lawful  to  receive  or  retain  any  in  fellowship  who  profess  masonary 
and  attends  their  lodge'? 

Answer:  We  believe  not. 

1797  -  What  advice  will  you  give  a  church  who  shall  have  members  apply  for 
fellowship,  that  have  been  baptized  upon  profession  of  faith,  but  by  a  preacher  in 
disorder? 

Answer:  We  advise  that  such  baptism  be  considered  inconsistent  with  the  Word 
of  God. 

1816  -  Is  it  right  for  a  member  to  go  to  hear  an  excommunicated  person  preach 
or  a  church  to  open  her  doors  for  him  to  preach  in  her  meeting  house? 

Answer:  Answer  in  the  negative. 

1819  -  What  shall  a  church  do  when  part  of  the  members  are  in  favor  of  washing 
of  feet  and  part  against'1 

Answer:  Washing  or  not  washing  feet  ought  not  to  be  a  bar  to  fellowship. 
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1821  -  What  is  to  be  done  with  members  having  letters  and  living  in  the  bounds 
of  a  church  for  a  number  of  years  and  will  not  give  them  in  (will  not  join  the 
church)? 

Answer:  We  advise  such  members  to  join  some  church. 


Church  Discipline 

1791  -  Does  a  church  have  a  right  with  a  minister  to  excommunicate  a  member? 
Answer:  Yes. 

1815  -  What  shall  be  done  with  a  member  that  neglects  to  attend  church 
meetings  and  after  being  admonished  still  neglects  to  attend? 

Answer:  We  advise  a  church  in  such  a  case  to  use  all  proper  means  to  bring 
such  a  member  to  a  sense  of  duty,  but  if  discipline  must  be  used  for  it  to  be  done 
tenderly. 

1816  -  Does  the  action  of  one  church  in  excluding  a  member  bind  the  action  of 
another  church  from  receiving  the  excluded  member,  when  his  Christian  character 
is  good? 

Answer:  Answered  by  the  association  in  the  negative. 

1821  -  What  did  Paul  mean  when  he  said  let  your  women  keep  silence  in  the 
church  for  it  is  not  permitted  unto  them  to  speak? 

Answer:  We  think  the  meaning  in  that  a  woman  should  not  speak,  as  assuming 
authority  in  the  government  of  a  church. 

1826  -  Is  it  agreeable  to  church  order  to  receive  a  charge  against  an  individual 
member  before  the  association? 

Answer:  No. 

1830  -  Is  it  agreeable  to  Scripture  to  receive  a  witness  against  a  member  out  of 
the  church? 

Answer:  No. 

1849  -  Is  it  according  to  Gospel  order  for  a  church  to  exclude  a  member  without 
a  hearing,  and  still  continue  to  refuse  to  hear? 

Answer:  No;  not  according  to  Gospel  order. 


Heresy  and  False  Doctrines 

1798  -  What  should  a  church  do  when  a  member  that  has  been  baptized  in  the 
Tunkard  order  and  lives  an  orderly  life,  if  asks  for  fellowship  with  us?  (Tunkards 
held  many  beliefs  that  were  different  from  the  Baptists,  most  chiefly  its  mode  of 
baptism.  They  baptized  their  subjects  while  they  knelt,  then  immersed  them  face 
first,  which  Baptists  felt  lost  the  resemblance  of  a  burial. ) 

Answer:  We  think  such  baptisms  not  valid. 

1810  -  Is  faith  and  repentance  to  be  held  as  conditions  of  the  Gospel  or  fruits  of 
the  Gospel? 

Answer:  Fruits. 
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1829  -  Is  it  right  in  the  sight  of  God  for  a  Baptized  preacher  to  say  that  God 
himself  many  times  acts  contrary  to  His  own  order? 

Answer:  We  think  proper  steps  should  be  made  to  convince  the  person  of  error, 
but  if  spoken  inadvertently  proper  allowances  should  be  made. 

1844  -  Is  the  doctrine  of  teaching  sinners  not  to  pray  to  be  considered  heretical? 
Answer:  We  think  it  is  heresy. 

1845  -  What  shall  a  Baptist  church  do  with  members  holding  to  the  following 
doctrine:  denying  the  immortality  of  the  soul  after  death  until  the  general 
resurrection,  by  contending  that  the  soul  remains  insensitive  from  death  until  the 
resurrection;  and  after  the  resurrection,  a  final  destruction  or  annihilation  of  the 
wicked? 

Answer:  We  advise  our  churches  holding  such  members,  in  the  first  place,  to 
labor  to  reclaim  them  from  their  error,  if  they  should  fail,  deal  with  them  after  the 
manner  of  heretics. 

1900  -  What  should  a  Baptist  church  do  with  a  member  who  believes  in  and 
advocates  the  modern  idea  of  sanctification  to  the  injury  of  his  or  her  church? 

Answer:  If  it  is  meant  sinless  perfection  by  santification,  we  do  not  think  that 
doctrine  is  taught  in  the  Bible,  and  is  incompatible  with  the  doctrine  of  growth  and 
grace.  And  if  after  instruction  they  persist  in  advocating  said  doctrine  to  the 
detriment  of  the  church  and  the  disturbance  of  other  members,  we  do  not  think  the 
Baptist  church  a  proper  place  for  them  and  so  report. 
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CIRCULAR  LETTERS 


Circular  Letters 


Circular  Letters  was  the  name  given  to  those  letters  written  by  various 
ministers  or  able  laypersons  that  were  attached  to  the  minutes  and  sent  to  the 
churches  to  be  read  by  the  people.  They  were  mini-sermons  in  print.  Varying  in 
length,  these  letters  covered  different  subjects,  such  as  discussions  on  doctrine, 
offering  advice,  giving  a  word  of  commendation  or  a  word  of  encouragement.  It  was 
a  good  way  to  get  sound  reading  material  before  the  members  of  the  various 
churches. 

Attaching  a  circular  letter  to  the  associational  minutes  was  common  among  the 
associations,  who  would  often  exchange  letters.  This  practice  was  begun  by  the 
Philadelphia  Association,  America's  first  Baptist  association,  from  the  beginning  of 
its  organization  in  1707.  From  its  organization  the  Yadkin  Association  carried  on 
this  practice  of  attaching  a  circular  letter  at  the  end  of  the  minutes  for  some  68 
years,  the  last  one  appearing  in  1858. 

In  time,  the  circular  letter  was  replaced  by  reports  from  various  committees. 
Committees  evolved  into  being  over  the  years  as  their  need  for  existence  demanded 
them.  Some  of  the  committee  reports  often  became  themselves  mini-circular  letters. 

The  writers  of  these  letters  were  well  versed  in  Scriptures  and  were  able  to 
express  the  eternal  truths  from  the  pulpit  or  by  the  pen.  While  some  of  their 
language  may  now  be  dated,  the  subjects  they  chose  to  write  about  are  just  as 
relevant  today  as  when  first  written. 

Three  circular  letters  that  appeared  in  the  Yadkin  associational  minutes  will  be 
considered  here.  They  come  from  the  years  1827,  1852,  and  1858,  the  last  year  one 
appeared.  Before  each  letter  a  brief  biographical  sketch  will  be  given  about  the 
writer. 

The  1827  circular  letter  was  written  by  Rev.  John  Lea.  He  was  born  on  March  12, 
1789,  in  Caswell  County,  North  Carolina.  Married  at  age  20  on  May  1 1,  1809,  to  Eliza 
Vaughn,  four  sons  and  three  daughters  resulted  from  their  union. 

He  was  baptized  into  the  Baptist  faith  at  Mill  Creek  Meeting  House  in  December, 
1819,  and  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  not  long  afterwards.  In  1824  he  moved  to 
Iredell  County.  On  December  10,  1825,  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  by  order  of 
New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  a  member  church  of  the  Yadkin  Association. 

For  almost  the  next  ten  years  he  was  active  in  the  Yadkin  Association.  In  the  fall 
of  1835  he  moved  to  Haywood  County,  West  Tennessee,  where  he  lived  and 
preached  a  number  of  years.  Moving  to  Henderson  County,  Tennessee,  he  remained 
there  for  about  three  years,  until  moving  to  DeSoto  County,  Mississippi,  where  he 
also  lived  three  years. 

When  his  wife  died  in  the  fall  of  1859,  he  moved  to  Conway  County.  Arkansas, 
where  he  would  remain  until  his  death.  His  earthly  pilgrimage  came  to  an  end  on 
Sunday  morning,  July  28,  1861.  He  was  72  years  of  age. 

During  his  life  he  was  described  as  having  few  equals  in  the  pulpit.  His 
preaching  was  much  admired  for  its  doctrinal  content.  The  circular  letter  he  worte 
for  the  1827  minutes  is  an  example  of  his  ability.  The  1827  minutes  read  that  "Bro. 
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Lea,  who  was  appointed  last  year  to  prepare  a  circular  letter,  reported  that  he  had 
prepared  one."  The  subject  of  his  letter  was  "the  Gospel  institution." 

BELOVED  BRETHREN,  -  According  to  expectation,  we  have  had  the  happiness  to 
meet  a  number  of  our  Brethren  at  the  Association;  and  our  souls  have  been 
refreshed  with  the  interview.  The  Minutes  will  disclose  the  business  which  was 
done.  The  word  preached,  was  delivered  with  a  warmth  of  affection  which  evinced 
that  it  proceeded  from  hearts  well  affected  with  the  noble  cause. 

Suffer  us  now  to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Gospel  institution.  Many  are 
its  excellencies.  The  ends  it  proposes  are,  the  perfection  of  human  nature,  and  the 
happiness  of  mankind.  The  means  it  uses  for  attaining  these  great  ends  are  of 
several  sorts.  The  Gospel  institution  abounds  with  prohibitions  and  restraints  upon 
sensual  pleasures  and  delights,  and  forbids  the  enjoyment  of  them  beyond  the 
bounds  it  hath  set,  and  this  not  only  in  the  outward  act,  but  also  in  the  inward 
thought  and  imagination  of  heart.  To  the  same  spiritual  ends,  stand  all  the  duties  of 
life  which  was  peculiar  to  the  Gospel  institution,  or  at  least,  are  carried  by  it  to 
greater  degrees  of  purity  and  perfection:  Such  as  regards  ourselves,  a  sober  use  of 
the  enjoyments  of  life,  with  mortification  and  self  denials,  and  an  indifference  about 
the  things  of  the  next;  seeking  those  things  that  are  above,  where  Christ  sitteth  at 
the  right  hand  of  God;  the  having  our  conversation  in  Heaven;  and  the  keeping  a 
strict  watch  over  our  thoughts  employed  about  the  things  of  this  world,  and  are 
daily  exposed  to  temptations  of  one  kind  or  another;  all  which  indisposeth  us  for 
devotion,  and  makes  us  ignorant  or  unmindful  of  our  duty.  As  a  fit  remedy  for  these 
evils,  the  Gospel  institution  has  appointed  a  public  worship,  which  every  Christian 
is  bound  to  attend,  and  a  peculiar  order  of  men  to  explain  to  the  people  their  duty, 
and  remind  them  of  it,  and  to  press  and  enforce  the  several  obligations  they  are 
under  to  perform  it,  and  since  the  passions  and  appetites  of  men  lead  them  to 
sensual  gratifications  and  delights,  and  the  self-denials  which  the  Gospel  requires 
are  so  disagreeable  to  weak  and  corrupt  nature,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  that 
mankind  will  be  kept  to  their  duty  in  either  of  these  respects,  by  mere  reasoning 
and  exhortations;  the  Gospel  revelation  has  provided  a  balance  to  our  natural 
weakness  and  corruption,  by  giving  us  the  strongest  assurances  of  rewards  and 
punishments  in  another  world.  The  one  to  deter  us  from  gratifying  our  unruly 
passions  and  inordinate  appetites,  and  the  other  to  carry  us  with  cheerfulness 
through  all  the  self-denials  that  the  Gospel  requires.  And  as  the  love  of  God  is  the 
highest  principle  of  duty  and  obedience  to  him,  so  the  Gospel  gives  us  the  strongest 
and  most  powerful  motives  to  love  him — namely,  the  sending  his  own  Son  into  the 
world  to  die  for  us;  and  by  his  death  to  reconcile  us  to  himself  and  make  us  eternally 
happy:  and  as,  in  all  cases,  example  has  a  powerful  influence  in  order  to  practice; 
we  have  in  our  Saviour's  life,  the  most  perfect  pattern  of  meekness  and  humility 
Since  also  the  Christian  institution,  which  so  openly  condemns  the  wickedness  of 
the  world,  exposes  the  sincere  professors  of  it  to  reproach  and  persecution,  Christ 
has  armed  and  fortified  them  against  these,  not  only  by  general  declarations  of  his 
acceptations  of  the  service  of  those  who  confess  him  before  men,  and  are 
reproached  and  persecuted  for  his  sake;  but  also  by  special  promises  that  he  will 
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confess  them  before  God  and  His  angels:  and  great  shall  be  their  reward  in  heaven. 
And  because  a  sense  of  our  natural  corruptions  might  well  discourage  use  from 
attempting  to  live  up  to  the  pure  and  spiritual  precepts  of  the  gospel,  therefore  the 
same  gospel  assures  aid  and  assistance  to  all  who  shall  desire  and  pray  for  it,  to 
support  them  against  temptations  .and  preserve  in  them  a  constant  desire,  and 
endeavor  to  conform  their  lives  to  the  law  of  Christ.  And  finally,  because  men, 
through  a  consciousness  of  their  manifold  transgressions  against  God,  from  a  sense 
of  their  failings  and  infirmities,  would  think  themselves  unworthy  to  approach  a 
being  of  infinite  purity,  and  despair  of  recovering  his  favor,  when  they  have 
offended  him  by  their  transgressions;  therefore  to  comfort  sincere  Christians,  and  to 
encourage  them  to  persevere  in  their  duty,  the  Son  of  God,  who  took  our  nature 
upon  him,  and  satisfied  divine  justice  by  dying  for  us,  is  appointed  the  intercessor 
between  God  and  man,  and  the  mediator  of  a  new  covenant. 

This  is  the  account  that  the  New  Testament  gives  us  of  the  redemption  wrought 
for  us  by  Christ.  This  his  death  was  a  satisfaction  made  to  divine  justice,  for  the  sins 
of  mankind;  that  through  faith  in  him  we  are  assured  of  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins, 
and  being  forgiven,  we  are  justified  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  being  justified  in  this 
sight,  we  are  reconciled  to  him;  that  he  who  reconciles  us  to  God,  sanctifies  our 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  enable  us  to  perform  the  will  of  God,  that  for  the  same 
end,  he  mediates  and  intercedes  for  us  while  we  continue  in  this  present  life:  and 
through  him  we  have  the  promise  of  life  eternal.  This  is  a  scene  full  of  comfort  to 
all  who  put  their  trust  in  him,  and  depend  on  him  for  life  and  salvation.  Our 
anxieties  kindle  upon  this  glorious  subject,  but  our  limits  admonish  us  to  a 
conclusion,  and  refer  you  to  the  words  of  Scripture  upon  each  of  the  foregoing 
heads. 

The  1852  circular  letter  was  written  by  Edward  W.  West.  He  was  not  ordained  at 
the  time  he  worte  the  letter,  though  he  had  been  licensed  a  year  earlier. 

West  was  born  in  1813  in  Connecticut  and  was  educated  at  Brown  University, 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  finishing  first  in  his  graduating  class.  Though  a  gifted 
and  eloquent  speaker,  his  life  was  devoted  to  the  education  of  young  people. 

He  married  Caroline  E.  Burt  ( b.  1817,  NY)  in  the  fall  of  1843  while  living  and 
teaching  in  Virginia.  His  wife  was  a  graduate  of  the  Female  Institute  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Together  they  would  influence  many  a  young  person  through  their 
teaching. 

West  came  to  North  Carolina  from  Black  Walnut,  Virginia,  where  he  and  his  wife 
had  been  teaching.  With  ten  years  of  teaching  experience  under  his  belt,  he  became 
the  first  principal  of  the  newly  formed  Milton  Female  Baptist  Institute  which  opened 
in  January,  1845.  His  abilities  became  known  statewide. 

West  was  considered  both  an  accurate  scholar  and  a  Christian  of  high  integrity. 
The  October  .9,  1847,  issue  of  the  Biblical  Recorder  called  him  a  "thorough  bred 
scholar."  Another  issue  of  the  Recorder  called  him  a  "consistent  Christian,  as  well 
as  a  gentleman  of  kind,  amiable,  and  lively  feelings." 

While  living  in  Milton  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  North  Carolina  Baptist 
State  Convention,  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Publication  and  Sunday 
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School  Society,  and  in  1846  he  had  the  privilege  of  delivering  the  commencement 
address  at  Wake  Forest  College. 

When  the  State  Baptist  Convention  voted  in  the  fall  of  1848  to  open  the  Male  and 
Female  Institute  in  Rockford,  West  was  approached  with  the  idea  of  heading  up  the 
school.  Accepting  the  challenge,  he  and  his  wife  and  their  two  children  moved  from 
Milton,  North  Carolina,  to  Rockford.  The  school  opened  in  January,  1849,  and 
prospered  under  his  leadership. 

Becoming  a  member  of  Rockford  Baptist  Church,  he  served  as  church  clerk  until 
the  fall  of  1852.  While  affiliated  with  the  Yadkin  Association  he  was  licensed  to  the 
ministry  by  Rockford  Baptist  in  1851.  Serving  on  several  associational  committees, 
he  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  association. 

In  the  fall  of  1852  he  and  his  family  moved  to  Mount  Airy  where  he  became 
principal  of  the  Male  and  Female  School  of  Mt.  Airy.  By  request  of  the  Mt.  Airy 
Church  (now  White  Plains  Baptist)  he  was  ordained  as  a  Baptist  minister  on 
August  22,  1853.  He  and  his  wife  taught  in  Mt.  Airy  until  the  end  of  1854,  whereupon 
they  moved  to  Cassville,  Georgia,  where  they  are  found  teaching  in  March,  1855. 

In  writing  the  1852  circular  letter  he  chose  as  his  subject  "family  devotion."  With 
West's  contact  with  numerous  young  people,  and  with  a  seven  year  old  daughter 
and  a  four  year  old  son  in  1852,  he  knew  the  importance  of  the  topic  he  sought  to 
expound.  Though  almost  150  years  have  passed  since  he  penned  this  letter,  the 
sound  advice  he  gave  is  still  worth  heeding. 

DEAR  BRETHREN:  -  Out  of  the  many  important  subjects  which  might  claim  our 
attention,  we  have  selected  for  your  consideration  that  of  FAMILY  DEVOTION. 

The  relation  which  a  man  sustains  to  his  family,  yields  in  importance  to  no 
other  of  an  earthly  nature.  It  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  valuable  institutions  of 
society,  and  of  all  the  joys  arising  from  the  endearing  ties  which  bind  together 
husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child,  brother  and  sister.  Next  to  the  salvation  of  his 
own  soul,  every  Christian  should  place  the  salvation  of  those  connected  with  him  in 
family  ties.  Whilist  then  our  own  personal  relation  to  God  suggests  private  prayer, 
the  relation  we  sustain  to  our  families,  suggests  the  duty  and  value  of  family  prayer. 
How  suitable  it  is  that  those  who  live  under  the  same  roof,  engage  in  the  same 
labors,  partake  of  the  same  cares  and  joys,  and  whose  earthly  prosperity  or 
adversity  is  identified,  should  bow  together  around  the  same  family  altar,  confess 
together  their  sins,  and  together  implore  blessings  of  Him,  who  is  the  author  of  all 
good. 

The  daily  labor  in  which  the  Christian  engages,  is  not  to  provide  for  himself 
alone,  but  also  for  those  whom  God  has  made  dependent  upon  him.  How  fitting  it 
is  then,  that,  surrounded  by  those  committed  to  his  charge,  he  should  seek  for  the 
divine  blessings  upon  his  daily  labors.  His  daily  bread  is  for  his  family  as  well  as  for 
himself.  How  meet  then  for  those  who  sit  around  the  same  board  together,  to  pray: 
"Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread. "  We  think  that  every  Christian  should  have  a 
family  altar:  we  mean  every  head  of  a  family  We  are  to  let  our  light  shine,  to  be 
examples  of  piety  -  And  where  shall  a  man 's  light  and  his  pious  example  be 
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manifested,  if  not  before  those  with  whom  he  daily  associates,  where  his  influence 
is  more  felt  than  it  possibly  can  be  elsewhere? 

Nor  is  the  want  of  ability  a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  neglect  of  his  duty  If  a  man 
is  competent  to  assume  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  the  head  of  a  family,  he 
may  surely  be  able  to  pray  before  them.  How  can  the  Christian,  to  whose  trust  is 
committed,  in  a  great  degree,  the  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  of  immortal  beings, 
rest  contented  in  the  neglect  of  so  important  a  privilege,  so  sacred  a  duty  as  family 
devotion?  The  habitual  practice  of  family  devotion,  has  a  most  beneficial  influence 
upon  domestic  happiness,  and  promotes  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  family  For 
it  obviously  requires  for  its  proper  performance,  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  love. 

The  benefits  derived  are  mutually  shared  by  him  who  leads  and  them  who 

listen,  in  family  devotion.  Nothing  can  have  a  more  salutary  effect  upon  the 

example  of  a  man,  than  the  habit  of  frequent  prayer  before  those  who  are  the 

i  constant  witnesses  of  his  example.  If  there  has  been  anything  improper  in  his 

i  conduct,  how  forcibly  and  painfully  is  he  reminded  of  his  inconsistency  when  he 

assumes  the  sacred  office  of  Priest  of  his  household.  Thus  his  conduct  has,  as  it 

were,  a  guard  placed  over  it,  and  this  is  a  matter  that  cannot  well  be  overrated, 

i  when  the  importance  of  a  Christian  s  daily  example  to  his  family  is  taken  into 

i  consideration;  when  it  is  remembererd  that  his  daily  conduct  is  making  a  constant 

i  impression,  for  good  or  evil,  upon  immortal  beings  committed  to  his  trust. 

Again.  Nothing  can  do  more  as  a  means  of  bringing  up  our  children  in  the 

nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  than  family  devotion.  They  see  thus  that  we 

i  acknowledge  God  in  all  our  ways — that  we  look  to  Him  for  daily  blessings — that 

before  Him  we  humbly  confess  our  faults,  and  implore  his  forgiving  grace.  The 

i  impressions  which  may  thus  be  made  in  connection  with  suitable  instruction,  and 

■j  that  pious  example  which  family  worship  has  a  tendency  to  promote,  are  often  so 

J  fixed  in  the  mind,  that  many  years  spent  in  sin  are  unable  to  entirely  efface  them; 

and  the  thoughts  of  the  prodigal  son,  after  many  long  years,  rush  back  to  those 

i  scenes  where  father,  mother,  brother,  and  sister  bowed  together  before  the  great 

7  Father  of  All. 

All  this  salutary  influence  upon  his  offspring,  is  lost  by  him  who  neglects  to 

establish  the  family  altar.  And  can  such  a  man  expect  the  blessing  of  God?  Has  not 

the  said,  that  he  will  pour  out  his  fury  upon  these  families  that  call  not  upon  his 

;name?  On  the  other  hand,  what  blessings  may  we  call  down  from  above  upon 

[.ourselves  and  those  near  and  dear  to  us,  if  we  daily  as  we  behold  the  morning 

'light,  lift  up  around  the  family  altar  our  grateful  acknowledgements  to  our  gracious 

'preserver;  seek  his  kind  and  fatherly  protection,  pray  for  daily  bread,  that  we  may  be 

kept  from  temptation,  delivered  from  all  evil,  and  brought  at  last,  a  happy  family,  to 

heaven. 

Dear   Brethren,    are  you    willing    to    lose    benefits    arising    from    a    faithful 
performance  of  the  duty  now  under  consideration?  Are  you  willing  to  incur  the  guilt 
of  its  neglect?  If  not,  resolve  in  the  strength  of  God,  with  one  of  old,  'As  for  me  and 
[  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord. " 

E.W.  West 
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The  last  circular  letter  to  appear  in  the  associational  minutes  was  in  1858.  It  was 
written  by  Rev.  Richard  H.  Griffith. 

He  was  born  in  Henrico  County,  Virginia,  on  October  7,  1825.  He  was  educated 
in  Richmond  and  Washington,  and  a  graduate  of  Columbia  University. 

After  spending  several  years  preaching  and  teaching  in  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  and  Virginia,  he  came  to  North  Carolina  in  1849.  Serving  as  a  missionary  for 
Stokes,  Yadkin,  and  Davie  counties,  his  persuasive  influence  was  widely  felt  in  the 
three  counties.  He  preached  two  YBA  annual  sermons,  1855  and  1858. 

After  several  years  as  a  missionary  he  moved  to  Charlotte  where  he  pastored  and 
taught  for  some  eighteen  years.  Upon  leaving  Charlotte  he  was  elected  an  agent  for 
the  Southern  Baptist  Seminary.  In  1882  he  was  elected  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  South  Carolina  State  Mission  Board.  Serving  in  that  position  until  1885,  he 
became  the  financial  agent  for  Furman  University. 

In  1891  he  became  co-principal  of  Cooper-Limestone  University,  and  later  taking 
charge  of  York  Baptist  High  School.  His  active  and  fruitful  life  came  to  an  end  on 
June  17,  1894,  while  living  in  Yorkville,  South  Carolina.  He  was  68  years  of  age. 

He  was  a  successful  organizer,  wise  executive,  and  a  gifted  preacher.  The 
Yadkin  Association  was  fortunate  to  have  him  ride  the  paths  of  their  associational 
territory.  In  writing  the  association's  last  circular  letter,  he  dealt  with  a  subject  we 
do  not  hear  mentioned  much  any  more  in  our  day  of  affluence — "covetousness." 

DEARLY  BELOVED:  The  human  heart  is  susceptible  of  only  one  ruling  motive  or 
passion.  Every  one  is  governed  by  some  principle  that  is  master  over  all  others,  to 
which  all  others  yield,  and  which  give  tour  to  character  and  shapes  the  life.  We 
cannot  serve  two  masters.  If  this  ruling  notion  is  the  desire  of  worldly  riches,  it  is 
"covetousness,  which  is  idolatry. "  Our  Lord  says,  "take  heed  and  beware  of 
covetousness.  "  The  Apostle  Paul  says  the  "Jove  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil. "  The 
Scriptures  abound  in  cautions  and  threatenings  against  this  most  grievous  sin;  and 
yet  there  is  none,  except  unbelief,  the  mother  of  all  other  sins,  to  which  the  human 
family  is  more  generally  subject,  or  holds  a  longer  or  harder  struggle  against  the 
powers  of  God.  There  are  however  so  many  pretexts  behind  which  it  finds  shelter, 
that  it  often  conceals  its  own  deformity  and  many  are  actuated  by  it,  who  are 
persuaded  in  their  own  minds  that  they  are  moved  by  other  and  correct  motives.  Let 
us  examine  well  our  hearts  brethren,  and  see  if  we  are  cautious  as  our  blessed 
Savior  would  have  us  to  be.  Beware  of  covetousness!  It  is  an  enemy  and  at  the  first 
opportuntiy  will  effect  your  ruin.  It  is  a  concealed  enemy.  Advance  cautiously, 
watch,  else  you  will  be  taken  in  ambush,  and  blinded  by  the  god  of  this  world,  our 
usefulness  will  be  destroyed  and  our  hearts  dispoiled  of  the  pleasure  of  doing 
good.  Those  things  that  we  love  excite  a  controlling  influence  over  our  thoughts 
and  feelings,  and  stamp  their  own  character,  on  our  own.  If  these  are  sordid,  .the 
result  will  be  a  groveling  and  debasing  influence  on  the  mind.  There  is  nothing 
ennobling  in  the  love  of  money.  Surely  the  human  heart,  susceptible  of  noble 
emotions  and  elevated  affections,  should  not  invest  its  affections  in  sordid  dust 
-gross  material  that  can  afford  no  responsive  emotion,  while  the  mind  possessed  of 
such  vast  capabilities,  we  find  more  noble  employ  than  is  taxing  its  ingenuity 
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simply  to  devise  means  to  heap  up  gold.  With  his  erect  form,  man  seems  designed 
to  seek  his  happiness  from  above. 

But  why  so  careful  for  riches?  There  is  no  promise  in  the  Bible  for  riches.  There 
are  precious  promises  to  the  poor.  Our  Savior  while  on  earth  was  poor,  yea  for  our 
sakes  became  poor  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  made  rich.  God  has  no 
respect  to  wealth.  The  gold  of  earth  can  by  no  means  propitiate  his  favor.  We  may 
not  bribe  Jehovah.  Among  men  great  deference  is  paid  to  wealth.  Human  judgment 
may  be,  often  has  been  influenced  thereby,  to  clear  the  guilt,  but  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth  cannot  be  thus  influenced.  Could  we  carry  our  wealth  to  the  bar  of  the 
Great  Day,  it  would  avail  us  nothing.  Why  so  careful  for  riches?  Soon  we  must  die 
and  leave  all  our  gains  behind,  and  lie  in  the  grave  as  low  as  the  meanest  beggar, 
while  our  wealth  is  scattered,  and  will  be  consumed  when  the  earth  is  "burned  up. " 
In  the  day  of  final  account  there  will  be  no  rich,  and  we  will  have  to  state,  not  how 
much  we  have  gained  but  how  much  good  we  have  done.  Covetousness  is  not 
confined  to  the  rich;  the  poorest  may  be  actuated  thereby,  and  because  an 
individual  is  possessed  of  wealth  it  does  not  of  necessity  follow  that  he  is  covetous. 
That  man  is  covetous  who  gives  his  life  and  energies  to  the  simple  single  purpose 
of  making  money  whether  he  be  rich  or  poor. 

This  leads  to  the  neglect  of  the  soul.  The  young  and  the  old  often  seem  to  be 
striving  to  reach  the  desired  goal  of  wealth.  When  God  says,  seek  first  the  Kingdom 
of  God,  they  reply,  after  I  have  made  money,  secured  a  legacy  for  my  children,  then  I 
will  attend  to  spiritual  things,  and  alas!  brethren  we  look  around  and  see  the 
professor  and  the  non-professor  side  by  side  in  the  race  after  wealth;  we  often  can 
see  no  difference.  It  is  to  be  feared  many  churchmembers  will  learn  in  a  future 
world  that  life  here  was  to  them  a  failure;  they  will  have  lived  to  heap  up  earthly 
treasure  which  shall  be  consumed  with  all  other  earthly  things  and  they  were  "not 
rich  towards  God. " 

The  Jove  of  money  leads  to  the  neglect  of  God's  cause.  To  this  is  owing  the  fact 
the  ministry  is  not  supported  among  us.  To  this  is  owing  the  desire  among 
churches  to  secure  cheap  preachers.  When  not  supported  by  the  churches  the 
minister  has  to  labor  with  his  own  hands  to  "supply  their  lack  of  service.  "  With  little 
or  no  opportunity  to  improve  his  own  mind  he  is  unable  properly  to  instruct  his 
people.  The  ministers  family  must  lack  bread  and  an  education  or  the  churches 
lack  instruction,  while  it  is  not  unfrequently  the  case  that  both  go  unsupplied. 

To  this  cause,  covetousness,  is  to  be  attributed  the  great  destitution  of  many 
portions  within  our  own  border.  There  is  wealth  enough  in  the  churches  of  the 
Yadkin  Association  to  supply  every  station  in  its  borders  with  regular  preaching. 
The  cause  of  Missions  languishes  because  that  support  is  withheld  which  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  churches  to  afford.  The  conversion  of  the  world  is  retarded  by  the 
love  of  money! 

The  love  of  money  leads  to  false  pretexts  as  excuses  for  not  contributing  what 
we  should  of  our  means  and  time  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  We  fear  that  the  course  of 
Annanias  and  Sapphira  is  not  unfrequently  followed  in  modern  times,  and  were  the 
same  sin  visited  by  a  like  punishment,  in  these  days,  corpses  might  sometimes  be 
seen  in  our  midst  when  one  says,  "I  am  not  able  to  give"  or  "yea  so  much  is  all  I 


365 


am  able  to  give. "  Covetousness  often  ends  in  wealth.  It  may  make  a  rich  professor 
-but  it  makes  a  poor  Christian.  A  covetous  Christian!  Brethren,  can  there  be  such  a 
thing? 

It  leads  to  improper  means  of  gain.  For  money  men  will  use  false  pretenses  -will 
prevaricate  or  will  conceal  the  truth.  They  will  overreach  another  in  trade,  thus 
debasing  their  minds  and  corrupting  their  hearts  for  gold. 

For  gold  men  will  engage  in  pursuits  which  must  result  in  injury  to  their 
fellowman  -  nay  in  ruin  of  soul  and  body  Such  are  gambling  and  traffic  in  alcoholic 
drink.  Alas  for  the  desolation  of  strong  drink,  and  yet  money  is  made  from  its 
manufacture  and  traffic,  and  those  often  get  rich  who  cause  the  ruin  of  their  fellow 
man. 

R.H.  Griffith 

It  is  hoped  that  these  three  circular  letters  have  proved  profitable  to  the  reader. 
In  spite  of  the  sometimes  dated  language  found  within  them,  the  truths  they  declare 
and  the  warnings  they  issue  are  still  applicable  for  today.  While  eternal  truths  never 
change,  when  responded  to  in  obedience  they  will  bring  change  to  an  individual's 
life. 
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APPENDIX 
H 


DIVISIONS  AND 
SUB-DIVISIONS 


Divisions  and  Sub-Divisions 


When  the  Yadkin  Association  became  an  independent  body  in  1790,  the 
territory  it  occupied  extended  from  the  East  banks  of  the  Yadkin  River  to  the 
Tennessee  line  on  the  West,  and  from  the  Virginia  line  on  the  North  to  the  Catawba 
River  on  the  South.  Realizing  that  the  association  was  much  too  large  to  be  truly 
effective  to  the  western  North  Carolina  churches,  in  time  it  underwent  several 
divisions  and  sub-divisions  of  its  territory. 

From  the  original  territory  occupied  by  the  Yadkin  Association,  thirty-one 
associations  have  been  formed.  In  this  brief  look  at  the  associations  that  have 
existed  in  the  territory  of  the  original  Yadkin  Association,  neither  the  names  nor  the 
exact  number  of  them  have  remained  the  same  through  the  years.  It  is  hoped  the 
listing  of  these  associations,  their  dates  of  formation,  and  a  concise  word  about 
them  and  the  territory  they  occupied,  will  prove  of  interest  and  informative  to  the 
reader. 

1790-  -The  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  The  original  territory  it  occupied  is  stated 
above. 

1797  -  The  Mountain  Association.  It  occupied  mostly  the  churches  West  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  Mountains  in  the  present  day  counties  of  Watauga,  Ashe,  and  Alleghany. 

1822  -  Brier  Creek  Association.  Comprised  mostly  of  churches  in  Wilkes  County. 

1825  -  Abbott's  Creek  Association.  Upon  its  formation  it  was  comprised  of 
churches  from  the  Yadkin  Association,  with  most  coming  from  the  Sandy  Creek 
Association. 

1827  -  Catawba  River  Association.  Many  of  its  churches  existed  North  of  the 
Catawba  River,  as  well  as  including  some  churches  in  the  original  territory  of  the 
Yadkin  Association. 

1831  -  Fisher's  River  Association.  A  Primitive  Baptist  Association,  comprised 
mostly  of  churches  in  Stokes  County.  One  church  of  the  Yadkin  Association,  Deep 
Creek,  joined  it. 

1835  -  Lewis  Fork  Association.  Made  up  of  churches  mainly  from  Wilkes  and 
Alexander  counties. 

1841  -  Three  Forks  Association.  Comprised  of  churches  in  the  present  counties 
of  Ashe  and  Watauga,  that  had  previously  been  part  of  the  Mountain  Association. 

1847  -  Roaring  River  Association.  Consisted  of  churches  mainly  from  East  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  Mountains  in  Wilkes  County.  It  was  a  Primitive  Baptist  Association. 

1848  -  Jefferson  Association.  Consisted  of  churches  in  the  Ashe  County  area. 

1851  -  Taylorsville  Association.  Existed  only  until  1862,  it  was  a  Temperance 
and  Missionary  Association.  Consisted  of  churches  from  Alexander,  Wilkes,  Ashe, 
and  Caldwell  counties. 

1852  -  Lower  Creek  Association.  Comprised  of  only  a  few  churches  that  were  in 
a  territory  close  to  a  stream  by  that  name. 

1853  -  Senter  Association.  A  Primitive  Baptist  Association,  consisting  of 
churches  in  the  Ashe  County  area. 

1859  -  United  Baptist  Association.  Formed  from  churches  from  the  Taylorsville, 
Lewis  Fork,  and  Lower  Creek  Associations. 
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1867  -  Mountain  Union  Association.  Consisted  of  Primitive  Baptist  churches. 
1869  -  Stony  Fork  Association.  Formed  from  churches  out  of  the  Mountain 
Union  Association  in  mostly  Wilkes  and  Watauga  counties. 

1869  -  Primitive  Baptist  Association.  Formed  from  churches  in  Wilkes,  Alleghany, 
and  Ashe  counties. 

1870  -  New  River  Association.  Consisted  of  churches  in  North  Carolina  from 
Ashe  and  Alleghany  counties,  and  some  churches  in  Virginia. 

1872  -  Brushy  Mountain  Association.  Formed  from  churches  in  Davie  and  Iredell 
counties. 

1873  -  South  Yadkin  Association.  Formed  from  churches  in  Davie  and  Iredell 
counties. 

1879  -  Elkin  Association.  Originally  formed  from  churches  in  the  Primitive 
Association,  and  from  churches  mostly  in  Wilkes  and  Surry  counties. 

1885  -  Caldwell  Association.  Comprised  of  churches  mainly  in  Caldwell  County. 

1885  -  Pilot  Mountain  Association.  Consisting  of  churches  mostly  from  Stokes 
and  Forsyth  counties. 

1886  -  Ashe  and  Alleghany  Association.  Comprised  of  North  Carolina  churches 
that  formerly  were  part  of  hte  New  River  Association. 

1887  -  Alexander  Association.  Consisting  of  churches  from  Alexander  County. 
1897  -  Ashe  Association.  Formed  upon  the  division  of  the  Ashe  and  Alleghany 

Association. 

1897  -  Alleghany  and  Grayson  Association.  Formed  upon  the  division  of  the 
Ashe  and  Alleghany  Association,  consisting  of  churches  mostly  in  Alleghany  County 
and  some  from  Virginia. 

1897  -  Stone  Mountain  Association.  Was  successor  to  the  Primitive  Association. 

1903  -  Surry  Association  -  Originally  formed  mostly  from  Sum'  County  churches 
that  belonged  to  the  Yadkin  Association. 

1909  -  Alleghany  Association.  Comprised  of  churches  from  Alleghany  County 
that  came  from  the  Alleghany  and  Grayson  Association. 

1928  -  Rowan  Association.  Comprised  of  churches  that  mostly  came  from 
Rowan  Countv. 
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APPENDIX 
I 


ALL  THE  CHURCHES 
OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 


All  the  Churches  of  the 
Yadkin  Baptist  Association 

A  special  thanks  to  John  R.  Woodard,  Director  of  the  Baptist  Historical 
Collection,  Wake  Forest  University,  who  complied  most  of  the  information  found  in 
the  following  list  of  139  churches,  who  from  1790-1990  have  been  associated  at  one 
time  or  another  with  the  Yadkin  Baptist  Association.  An  extinct  church  is  indicated 
by(E). 


FIRST 

NAME  OF  CHURCH 

ORGANIZED 

APPEARS  IN 
MINUTES 

REMARKS 

Abbott's  Creek 

1756 

1791 

Not  listed  after  1792,  but 

Davidson  County 

YBA  met  with  in  1799 

Antioch 

1858 

1859 

Joined  Surry  Association  in 

Surry  County 

1903 

Arlington  First 

1936 

1937 

Became  First  in  1963 

Yadkin  County 

Bean  Shoals 

1867 

1869 

Joined  Surry  Association  in 

Surry  County 

1928 

Bear  Creek 

1792 

1793 

Davie  County 

Beaver  Creek 

1779 

1790 

Joined  Mountain 

Wilkes  County 

Association  in  1797 

Bethel 

1815 

1815 

Joined  Brier  Creek 

Wilkes  County 

Association  in  1822 

Bethel 

1916 

1916 

Yadkin  County 

Blaise 

1960 

1980 

Came  from  South  Yadkin 

Davie  County 

Association 

Boonville  First 

1836 

1898 

Reece's  Baptist  until  1898 

Yadkin  County 

Bread  of  Life 

1981 

1981 

Started  by  South  Oak  Ridge 

Davie  County 

was  under  watchare  until 

1986.  Constituted  1986. 
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Brier  Creek 

1783 

Wilkes  County 

Buffalo 

1781 

Wilkes  County 

Catawba 

1785 

Caldwell  County 

Cedar  Island 

1782 

Grayson  County,  VA 

Charity 

1901 

Yadkin  County 

Coldwater  Creek 

1790 

Cabarrus  County 

Cool  Springs 

1805 

Wilkes  County 

Copeland 

1896 

Surry  County 

Corinth  (E) 

1880 

Surry  County 

Courtney 

1835 

Yadkin  County 

Cranberry  (E) 

1885 

Yadkin  County 

Cross  Roads 

1864/1871 

Surry  County 

Cross  Roads 

1835 

Yadkin  County 

Cub  Creek 

1794 

Wilkes  County 

R1862 

Damascas 

1839 

Iredell  County 

1790 


1794 


1790 


1793 


190! 


179: 


1805 


1897 


1952 


1885 


1872 


1835 


1794 


1839 


Charter  Member,  Joined 
Brier  Creek  Association  in 
1822 

Listed  N.  Fork,  New  River, 
1796 

Charter  Member,  Joined 
Broad  River  Assoc.  1800 

Listed  Ausburn  1796, 
became  Fox  Creek  1797 


Listed  in  Sandy  Creek 
Association  1792 

Joined  Brier  Creek 
Association  1822 

Joined  Surry  Association 
1903 

Joined  Surry  Association 
1903 

Formerly  Cross  Roads 
Baptist 

In  1905  Yadkin  Association 
disposed  of  church 
property 

Joined  Surry  Association 
1903 

Became  Courtney  in  1952 


Dissolved  1818 
Reorganized  1862 

Joined  Brier  Creek 
Association 
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Deep  Creek 
Yadkin  County 


1777 


1805  Joined  Fisher's  River 

Primitive  Baptist 
Association  1832 


Deep  Creek 
Yadkin  County 


1885  Not  listed  1898-1911 

1912  Readmitted  in  1912 


Deep  Ford 
Wilkes  County 


1796 


791  In  Mountain  Association  by 

1801 


Dobson 
Surry  County 


1869 


1869  Joined  Surry  Association 

1903 


Double  Creek 
Wilkes  County 


1811 


181 1  Joined  Mountain 

Association  by  1847 


Dutchman's  Creek 
Davie  County 


1772 


1791  Reorganized  in  1790  under 

the  name  Eaton's;  was  used 
as  another  name  for 
Eaton's;  on  or  near  the 
present  site  of  Eaton's 


East  Bend 

1847 

Yadkin  County 

Eaton's 

1772 

Davie  County 

R1790 

1885  Formerly  Mount  Gilead 


1790  Admitted  in  1791  as 

Dutchman's  Creek;  Joined 
South  Yadkin  Association 
1873 


Enon 

Yadkin  County 


1859 


1859  Inactive  1895-1901,  in  1902 

readmitted 


Fall  Creek 
Yadkin  County 


1884 


1884  Joined  Brier  Creek  Assoc, 

in  1896,  now  Independent 


Fishing  Creek 
Wilkes  County 


1822 


1822  Joined  Brier  Creek 

Association  1822 


Fish's  River 
Wilkes  County 


788 


1791  Formerly  Mitchell  River,  to 

Mountain  Association  1797 


Flat  Rock 
Yadkin  County 


1783 


1802  Charter  Member,  Formerly 

Hunting  Creek/ Petty' s 
Meeting  House 
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Forbush 
Yadkin  County 

1876 

Fork 
Davie  County 

1771 
R1793 

Fox  Creek  (E) 
Grayson  Co.,  VA 

1782 

Franklin  (E) 
Surry  County 

1821 

Friendship 
Yadkin  County 

1870 

Grassy  Knob 
Iredell  County 

1789 

Green  Meadows 
Davie  County 

1967 

Head  of  Yadkin 
Caldwell  County 

1779 

Hollow  Springs 
Surry  County 

1868 

Holston  Church 
Washington  Co.,  VA 

1791 

Horvel's  Or  Howell's  (?) 
Surry  County 

1815 

Hunting  Creek 
Yadkin  County 

1783 

Huntsville 
Yadkin  County 

1883 

Island  Ford 
Yadkin  County 

1809 

Jersey  Settlement 
Davidson  County 

1755 
R1784 

1876 


1793 


1797 


1821 


1872 


1790 


1967 


1790 


1869 


1794 


Yadkin 


1790 


Inactive  1895-1899,  restored 
1900 

Joined  South  Yadkin 
Association  in  1873 

Formerly  Cedar  Island; 
to  Mountain  1797 

Joined  Brier  Creek 
Association  1822 


Charter  Member;  To  Brier 
Creek  in  1857 

Admitted  fully  in  1968 


Charter  Member  to 
Mountain  Association  1797 

To  Pilot  Mountain 
Association  1893 

Formerly  Sinclair's  Bottom, 
to  Mountain  Assoc.  1797 

Yadkin  Association  met 
within  1815;  not  listed 
afterwards 

Charter  Member,  Now  Flat 
Rock 


1809  Inactive  since  1973 


1790  To  Pee  Dee  Association 

1818 
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Jerusalem 

Davie  County 
Jonesville  First 

Yadkin  County 

Lewis 
Wilkes  County 

Lewis  Fork 
Wilkes  County 

Little  River 
Wilkes  County 

Little  Yadkin 
Surry  County 

Lower  Creek 
Caldwell  County 


1902 


1823 


1794 


1791 


1785 


1791 


1868 

To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1873 

1904 

Became  First,  1947 

1823 

To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1825 

1794 

To  Mountain  Association 

1797 

1791 

To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1822 

1790 

Charter  Member 

Dismissed  1806 

1791 


Not  listed  after  1791 


Macedonia  1882 

Forsyth  County 

Middle  Little  River  (E)  1797 

Alexander  County 


1882  To  Pilot  Mountain 

Association  1885 

1797  Not  listed  afterwards 


Mitchell's  River 
Wilkes  County 

Mitchell's  River  (E) 
Surry  County 

Mocksville 
Davie  County 

Mount  Airy 
Surry  County 

Mount  Bethel 
Yadkin  County 

Mount  Carmel 
Surry  County 

Mount  Gilead 
Yadkin  County 


1788 


182: 


1864 


1878 


1937 


1894 


1847 


1790  Charter  Member,  Became 

Fish's  Creek  in  1791 

1 82 1  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1822 

1864  To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1873 

1879  To  Pilot  Mountain 

Association  1885 

1940  Withdrew  in  1980 


1 894  To  Surry  Association  1 903 


Became  East  Bend,  1885 
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Mount  Hermon 
Surry  County 


Mount  Nebo  (E) 
Yadkin  County 

Mount  Pleasant  (E) 
Yadkin  County 

Mount  Vernon 
Iredell  County 

Mount  Zion 
Yadkin  County 

Mountain  View 
Surry  County 


1866 


1893 


1890 


1836 


1932 


1885 


Mountain  View  1907 

Yadkin  County 

Mouth  of  Uwhary  1780 

Montgomery  County 

Muddy  Creek  1813 

Davidson  County 

Mulberry  (E)  c.1771 

Wilkes  County 

New  Bethany  1827 

Iredell  County 

New  Bethel  (E)  1879 

Surry  County 

New  Hope  1802 

Iredell  County 

New  Hope  1902 

Iredell  County 


1866  Withdrew  fellowship,  1883. 

Readmitted  1886,  1892;  to 
Surry  Association  1903 

1893  Not  listed  after  1901 


1890  Not  listed  after  1903 


1842  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

II 


New  Hope 
Surry  County 


1881 


1943  Dropped  1963 


1890  To  Surry  Association  1903 


1908 


1791  Not  listed  after  1791 


1813  Expelled  1837 


1794  Listed  1794  and  1795 


1869  To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1873 

1879  Not  listed  after  1901 


1802  To  South  Yadkin  in  1873 


1903  Dismissed  in  1932, 

readmitted  1939,  withdrew 
in  1980 

1881  To  Surry  Association  1903 
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New  Providence 
Surry  County  (?) 


1806 


1806  Mentioned  in  petition  to 

divide  YBA,  not  mentioned 
afterwards 


New  River  1790 

Watauga  County 

New  Union  (E)  1836 

Iredell  County 

North  Fork,  New  River  1781 

Wilkes  County 

North  Oak  Ridge  1904 

Yadkin  County 

Oak  Grove  1893 

Surry  County 

Oak  Grove  1873 

Yadkin  County 

Petty's  Meeting  House  1783 

Yadkin  County 

Pi ney  Grove  1899 

Surry  County 

Pleasant  Grove  1880 

Carroll  County,  VA 

Powder  Springs  1836 

Iredell  County 

Providence  (E)  1805 

Surry  County 

Reece's  1836 

Yadkin  County 

Little  Richmond  1872 

Surry  County 

Richmond  Hill  1889 

Yadkin  County 


1790  Charter  Member;  to 

Mountain  Association  1797 

1836  Dissolved  in  1846 


1790  Charter  Member  to 

Mountain  Association  1797 

1907  Became  North,  1924 


1 893  To  Surry  Association  1 903 


1894  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1917 

1790  Charter  Member;  Now  Flat 

Rock 

1900  To  Surry  Association  1903 


1887  Not  listed  after  l; 


1836  Became  Mount  Vernon 

1842 

1805  By  1822  no  longer  a 

member 

1836  Became  Boonville  in  18 


1872  To  Surry  Association  1903 
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Roaring  River  1779 

Wilkes  County 

Rock  Spring  1884 

Iredell  County 

Rockford  1847 

Surry  County 

Rocky  Ford  1871 

Surry  County 

Rocky  River  1776 

Chatham  County 

Rocky  River  on  Pee-Dee  1758 

Anson  County 

Rye  Valley,  South  Fork  1790 

Holston  River 
Wythe  County,  VA 

Salem  1806 

Buncombe  County 

Salem  1898 

Surry  County 

Sandy  Springs  1840 

Iredell  County 

Shady  Grove  1882 

Yadkin  County 

Shiloh  1883 

Stokes  County 

Shugart  Town  1960 

Yadkin  County 

Siloam  1900 

Surry  County 

Sinclair's  Bottom  1791 

Washington  Co.,  VA 


1790  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1822 

1885  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1887;  readmitted  1916 

1 848  To  Surry  Association  1 903 


1 872  To  Surry  Association  1 903 


1791  Not  represented  after  1791 


1 79 1  Not  represented  after  1 79 1 


1790  Charter  Member  to 

Mountain  Association  1797 


1806  Joined  another  association 

by  1818 

1 899  To  Surry  Association  1 903 


1841 


1883 


1883  To  Pilot  Mountain 

Association  1885 

1960  Under  watchcare  until  1965; 

withdrew  in  1982 

1901  To  Surry  Association  1903 


1793  To  Mountain  Association 

1797 
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Second  Creek  (E)  1822 

Rowan  County 

Snow  Creek  1822 

Iredell  County 

Society  1821 

Iredell  County 

S.  Fork,  Roaring  River  1786 

Wilkes  County 


South  Oak  Ridge  1896 

Yadkin  County 

Sulphur  Springs  1873 

Surry  County 


1822 


1822 


1821 


1790 


1917 


1874 


Not  listed  after  1831 


To  Brier  Creek 
Association  1822 

To  South  Yadkin 
Association  1873 

Charter  Member;  to 
Mountain  Assocaition  1797 
Became  Primitive  Baptist 


To  Pilot  Mountain 
Association  1885 


Swaim's 
Yadkin  County 

I  Tabor (E) 

Yadkin  County 


1837 


1850 


1837  Began  as  a  Brush  Arbor 

ca.  1794 

1851  Church  dissolved  about 

1854 


Timber  Ridge  (E)  1768 

Rowan  County  R1787/J 

Three  Forks  of  New  River  1790 
Watauga  County 

Trading  Ford  1870 
Rowan  County 


1790  Charter  Member;  not 

listed  after  1814 

1790  To  Mountain  Association 

1797 

1871  To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1873 


'  Turner's  Creek 
Yadkin  County 


1924 


Became  Independent  1978 


Union 

Caldwell  County 


1814 


1816  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1825 


Union  Cross 
Surry  County 

Union  Grove 
Yadkin  County 


1858 


1859 


To  Elkin  Association  1890 
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Union  Hill 

Forsyth  County 

West  Bend 
Forsyth  County 


1851 


1876 


1851  To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1876 

1876  To  Pilot  Mountain 

Association  1885; 
readmitted  1902,  inactive 
since  1971 


West  Yadkin 
Yadkin  County 

White  Plains 
Surry  County 

Yadkin  River  (E) 
Rowan  County 

Yadkin  Valley 
Davie  County 

Yadkinville  First 
Yadkin  County 

Zion 

Iredell  County 

Zion  Hill 

Wilkes  County 


1960 


1847 


187: 


1881 


1858 


1826 


1814 


1961  Fully  admitted  in  1962 


1 860  To  Surry  Association  1 903 


1871  Became  only  preaching 

point  by  1873 

1906  Became  Independent  in 

1979 

1859  Became  First  in  1969 


1970  Came  from  Brier  Creek 

Association 

1815  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1822 
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APPENDIX 
J 


HISTORICAL  TABLE 


■i 


Historical  Table 


Yr. 

Place 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher 

Text 

1786 

Petty's  Mt.  House 

John  Cleveland 

John  Wright 

1787 

Bennet's 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Richard  Allen 

1788 

Petty's 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Richard  Allen 

1788 

Mitchell's  River 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Richard  Allen 

1789 

Brier  Creek 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Richard  Allen 

1790 

Eaton's 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Stephen  Wood 

Andrew  Baker 

1  Cor.  1:30 

1791 

Brier  Creek 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Stephen  Wood 

1791 

Lower  Creek 

Andrew  Baker 

Stephen  Wood 

1791 

Eaton's 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Stephen  Wood 

George  Pope 

Psalm  133 

1792 

Deep  Ford 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

James  Bunyard 

1793 

Eaton's 

John  Gano 

Stephen  Wood 

Psalm  27:4 

1794 

Brier  Creek 

John  Gano 

Stephen  Wood 

John  Gano 

Psalm  27:4 

1795 

Petty's 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Stephen  Wood 

Andrew  Baker 

71796 

Cub  Creek 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

Andrew  Baker 

1797 

Brier  Creek 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

1798 

Fork 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

1799 

Abbot's  Creek 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

John  Owen 

1800 

Eaton's 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Megreger 

Isa.  4:4 

1801 

Roaring  River 

Thomas  Durham 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Cook 

1802 

Jersey 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

1803 

New  Hope 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

George  Pope 

Ezek.  3:17 

1804 

Brier  Creek 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

Nathan  Gilbert 

Judg.  7:21 

805 

Flat  Rock 

Thomas  Durham 

Thomas  Wright 

■806 

Little  River 

William  Dotson 

Thomas  Wright 

John  Angel 

1  Pet.  2:7 

■807 

Bear  Creek 

Thomas  Durham 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Murphy 

John  6:51 

^808 

Grassy  Knob 

William  Cook 

Thomas  Wright 

Andrew  Baker 

Ro.  12:1 

-809 

Fork 

William  Dotson 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Dotson 

Eph.  2:8 

|810 

Cub  Creek 

William  Dotson 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Murphy 

John  6:50 

(811 

Island  Ford 

Brunley  Cooker 

Thomas  Wright 

Abraham  Mitchell 

Ro.  3:2 

-812 

Eaton's 

Brunley  Cooker 

Thomas  Wright 

1813 

Jersey 

Brunley  Cooker 

Thomas  Wright 

James  Persons 

-814 

New  Hope 

Richard  Cunningham 

Thomas  Wright 

Rich.  Cunningham 

Eph.  2:19 

1815 

Howell's 

Brunley  Cooker 

Thomas  Wright 

John  Angel 

816 

Brier  Creek 

Brunley  Cooker 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Brittain 

;  8i7 

Zion  Hill 

Brunley  Cooker 

William  Johnson 

Rich.  Cunningham 

.818 

Bethel 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Dotson 

Mat.  16:18 

819 

Flat  Rock 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Pickler 

820 

Fork 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Brittain 

Acts  11:24 

821 

Cool  Springs 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

John  Angel 

Isa.  35: 1 

.  S22 

Bear  Creek 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

David  .hicks 

ISam.  17:2H 

m 

Union 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Pickler 

Ro.  4:16 

38.c 


Yr. 

Place 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher 

Text 

1824 

Island  Ford 

William  King 

Thomas  Wright 

Joshua  Carter 

1825 

Muddy  Creek 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

John  Angel 

Isa.  3:5 

1826 

New  Hope 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Pickler 

John  5 

1827 

Grassy  Knob 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

Joshua  Carter 

Rev.  15:3 

1828 

Society 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

John  Angel 

1829 

Eaton's 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Pickler 

Gen  1:11-12 

1830 

Cross  Roads 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Pickler 

Isa.  37:16 

1831 

Flat  Rock 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

Joshua  Carter 

1832 

Fork 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

John  Angel 

1833 

Bear  Creek 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

Eli  Phillips 

I  Tim.  4:6 

1834 

Island  Ford 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

Paul  Phifer 

Ro.  6:14 

1835 

New  Hope 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

W.P.  Swanson 

1836 

Grassy  Knob 

Joseph  Pickler 

Paul  Phifer 

I  Tim.  1:15 

1837 

Reece's 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Pickler 

Ro.  1:16 

1838 

New  Union 

Joseph  Pickler 

A.W.  Martin 

John  Angel 

Isa.  55:4 

1839 

Cross  Roads 

Barton  Roby 

A.W.  Martin 

William  Goforth 

II  Cor.  5:20 

1840 

Eaton's 

Barton  Roby 

A.W.  Martin 

Paul  Phifer 

John  14:6 

1841 

Damascus 

Barton  Roby 

A.W.  Martin 

Barton  Roby 

1842 

Swaim's 

Mark  May 

AW.  Martin 

1843 

Society 

Mark  May 

A.W.  Martin 

William  Hamer 

1844 

Sandy  Springs 

Mark  May 

A.W.  Martin 

1845 

Flat  Rock 

Mark  May 

A.W.  Martin 

1846 

Mt.  Vernon 

Mark  May 

AW.  Martin 

William  Richards 

Ex.  25:22 

1847 

Fork 

Mark  May 

AW.  Martin 

Mark  May 

Acts  5:38 

1848 

Bear  Creek 

Mark  May 

AW.  Martin 

Mark  May 

11  Cor.  7:1 

1849 

Island  Ford 

William  G.  Brown 

A.W.  Martin 

William  G.  Brown 

Mat.  24:14 

1850 

New  Hope 

William  G.  Brown 

A.W.  Brown 

N.S.  Chaffin 

1851 

Grassy  Knob 

William  G.  Brown 

AW.  Martin 

Joseph  Richard 

Acts  10:33 

1852 

Union  Hill 

William  G.  Brown 

A.W.  Martin 

William  G.  Brown 

Heb.  13:1 

1853 

Reece's 

William  G.  Brown 

A.W.  Martin 

C.W.  Bessent 

Ps.  133:13 

1854 

Swaim's 

William  G.  Brown 

AW.  Martin 

C.W.  Bessent 

1855 

Society 

S.O.  Tatum 

AW.  Martin 

R.H.  Griffith 

Gal.  5:4 

1856 

Cross  Roads 

S.O.  Tatum 

AW.  Martin 

C.W.  Bessent 

Acts  8:29-35 

1857 

Mt.  Gilead 

S.O.  Tatum 

AW.  Martin 

William  G.  Brown 

John  17:21 

1858 

Sandy  Springs 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

R.H.  Griffith 

I  Cor.  2:16 

1859 

Mt.  Vernon 

S.O.  Tatum 

AW.  Martin 

John  Robertson 

II  Tim.  4:2 

1860 

Eaton's 

C.W.  Bessent 

AW.  Martin 

William  G.  Brown 

I.  Cor.  15:58 

1861 

Yadkinville 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

Edwin  Martin 

II  Cor.  4:4-5 

1862 

Flat  Rock 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

C.W.  Bessent 

John  15:16 

1863 

New  Hope 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

Moses  Baldwin 

Lu.  29:30 

1864 

Fork 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

F.H.  Jones 

1865 

Enon 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

H.B.  Brown 

Mai.  3:16 

1866 

White  Plains 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

Abram  Weaver 

Ps.  137:4-6 

1867 

Island  Ford 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

C.W.  Bessent 

Heb.  7:13 
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Yr. 

Place 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher 

Text 

1868 

Bear  Creek 

S.O.  Tatum 

AW.  Martin 

J.B.  Marsh 

Ro.  8:1 1 

1869 

Reece's 

S.O.  Tatum 

D.  Horn 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

1  Cor.  8:9 

1870 

Jerusalem 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

D.  Horn 

J.B.  Marsh 

Gen.  26:18 

1871 

Society 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

D.  Horn 

Dr.  W.M.  Wingate 

1872 

Swaim's 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

AW.  Martin 

Moses  Baldwin 

James  5:20 

1873 

Cross  Roads 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

AW.  Martin 

K.  Thompson 

Mat.  6:33 

1874 

Rocky  Ford 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

William  G.  Brown 

I  Tim.  4:16 

1875 

Rockford 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

II  Cor.  4:5 

1876 

Sandy  Springs 

Moses  Baldwin 

J.H.  McGuffin 

C.C.  Haymore 

Ro.  10:1 

1877 

Antioch 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

T.D.  Casstevens 

John  17:21 

1878 

Forbush 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

M.I.  Vestal 

FT.  Shore 

Eph.  4:1 

1879 

Mt.  Hermon" 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

M.I.  Vestal 

S.D.  Brown 

Ps.  133:1 

1880 

Sulphur  Springs 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

M.I.  Vestal 

RW.  Crews 

Rev.  2: 

1881 

Enon 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

M.I.  Vestal 

C.E.  Taylor 

Acts  4:14 

1882 

Mt.  Airy 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

W.G.  Brown 

1883 

Flat  Rock 

W.G.  Brown 

J.H.  McGuffin 

C.C.  Haymore 

I  Cor.  15:58 

1884 

Reece's 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

S.M.  Brown 

Mat.  7:28-29 

1885 

East  Bend 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

W.G.  Brown 

Zech.  4:6 

1886 

Huntsville 

W.G.  Brown 

D.A.  Davis 

E.J.  Adams 

John  14:1-3 

1887 

White  Plains 

J.G.  Burrus 

D.A.  Davis 

W.G.  Brown 

Ps.  43:3 

1888 

Bear  Creek 

J.G.  Burrus 

D.A.  Davis 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

Mai.  3:16-17 

1889 

Island  Ford 

J.G.  Burrus 

J.A.  McKaughan 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

Mark  2:2-4 

1890 

Rockford 

J.G.  Burrus 

R.R.  Day 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

II  Cor.  4:5 

1891 

Union  Grove 

J.G.  Burrus 

R.R.  Day 

S.D.  Swaim 

IPet.  1:5-7 

1892 

Cross  Roads 

J.G.  Burrus 

R.R.  Day 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

Lu.  9:10-18 

1893 

Richmond,  Surry 

J.G.  Burrus 

J.E.  Johnson 

W.H.  Beamer 

Co.  2:10 

1894 

Swaim's 

J.G.  Burrus 

J.E.  Johnson 

L.M.  Brown 

1  Cor.  6:20 

1895 

Antioch 

J.G.  Burrus 

W.B.  Castevens 

W.G.  Brown 

Job  3:16 

1896 

East  Bend 

J.G.  Burrus 

W.B.  Castevens 

R.H.  Herring 

John  14:15 

1897 

Rocky  Ford 

J.G.  Burrus 

V.M.  Swaim 

J.B.  Boone 

1  John  3:16 

1898 

Boonville 

J.G.  Burrus 

V.M.  Swaim 

J.E.  Johnson 

Psalm  33:7 

1899 

Sandy  Springs 

J.G.  Burrus 

V.M.  Swaim 

D.W.  Poole 

Psalm  1 

1900 

Richmond  Hill 

J.G.  Burrus 

V.M.  Swaim 

W.H.  Beamer 

I  John  3:16 

1901 

Dobson 

J.G.  Burrus 

FT.  Lewellyn 

W.H.  Beamer 

1902 

Forbush 

J.G.  Burrus 

J.H.  Hendricks 

T.C.  Myers 

Ro.  15:5-7 

1903 

Bean  Shoals 

J.G.  Burrus 

.IT.  Kirk 

Dr.  R.T.  Vann 

Rev.  7:4 

1901 

Flat  Rock 

Dr  II   Speas 

.IT.  Kirk 

J..I.  Beach 

John  15 

1905 

Enon 

J.J.  Beach 

.IT.  Kirk 

G.F.  Hogue 

11.  Tim.  2:12 

1900 

Bear  Creek 

J..I.  Beach 

J.S.  Martin 

R.P.  Coram 

Ro.  14:10 

1907 

Yadkinville 

Ml.  Woodhouse 

J.S.  Martin 

S.S.  May 

IPet.  1:3-5 

1908 

Oak  Grove 

Ml  Woodhouse 

Sanford  Martin 

(U  Martin 

1909 

East  Bend 

Ml.  Woodhouse 

Sanford  Martin 

W.V.  Brown 

John  1:15 

B87 


Yr.            Place 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher 

Text 

1910  North  Oak  Ridge 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.V.  Brown 

S.S.  May 

Acts  28:22 

1911    Cross  Roads 

Ml.  Woodhouse 

W.N.  Horn 

G.F.  Hogue 

I  Cor.  3: 11 

1912   Union  Grove 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.N.  Horn 

R.P.  Coram 

Rev.  3:1 

1913  Swaim's 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.N.  Horn 

S.M.  Brown 

I  Cor.  6:19 

1914  Bean  Shoals 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.V.  Brown 

S.S.  May 

11  Tim.  2:3 

1915  Boonville 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.V.  Brown 

T.C.  Myers 

Lu.  17:17 

1916  Sandy  Springs 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.V.  Brown 

R.P.  Coram 

11  Tim.  2:1-3 

1917   Friendship 

A.S.  Speer 

W.V.  Brown 

E.W.  Turner 

1  Tim.  4:16 

1918  Shady  Grove 

A.S.  Speer 

J.M.  Davis 

T.C.  Myers 

1  Cor.  2:1-2 

1919  Deep  Creek 

A.S.  Speer 

J.M.  Davis 

S.S.  May 

Neh.  6:3 

1920  Yadkin  Valley 

A.S.  Speer 

J.M.  Davis 

E.J.  Adams 

1  Cor.  6:19 

1921   Jonesville 

A.S.  Speer 

J.M.  Davis 

R.P.  Coram 

Phil.  2:12 

1922  Fit  Rock 

A.S.  Speer 

S.J.  Honeycutt 

S.F.  Morton 

Acts  20:26 

1923  Charity 

A.S.  Speer 

S.J.  Honeycutt 

George  Burrus 

John  15 

1924  Bear  Creek 

A.S.  Speer 

S.J.  Honeycutt 

R.P.  Coram 

Ro.  6:22 

1925  South  Oak  Ridge 

A.S.  Speer 

S.J.  Honeycutt 

T.A.  Caudle 

Gal.  5:14 

1926  Swaim's 

A.S.  Speer 

W.V.  Brown 

R.E.  Adams 

John  14:31 

1927  Forbush 

W.V.  Brown 

J.G.  Allgood 

T.S.  Crutchfield 

I  Cor.  9:14 

1928  Island  Ford 

W.V.  Brown 

J.G.  Allgood 

S.S.  May 

II  Tim.  4:2 

1929  Rock  Spring 

W.V.  Brown 

J.T.  Reece 

J.G.  Allgood 

11  Cor.  4:5 

1930  Enon 

W.V.  Brown 

J.T.  Reece 

J.A.  Duren 

John  17: 
22-23 

1931   Mountain  View 

W.V.  Brown 

J.T.  Reece 

R.E.  Adams 

1932  Bethel 

R.E.  Adams 

J.T.  Reece 

W.E.  Linney 

I  Cor.  2:2 

1933  Union  Gorve 

J.T.  Reece 

Nelson  Ireland 

J.P.  Davis 

1934  Cross  Roads 

J.T.  Reece 

J.P.  Davis 

B.K.  Mason 

Mat.  10:7 

1935  Boonville 

J.T.  Reece 

J.P.  Davis 

G.D.  Renegar 

John  20 

1936   Richmond  Hill 

J.T.  Reece 

J.P.  Davis 

Avery  Church 

John  6:53 

1937  Yadkin  Valley 

J.T.  Reece 

J.P.  Davis 

M.F.  Reavis 

Eph.  5:14 

1938  Arlington 

J.T.  Reece 

J.P.  Davis 

R.E.  Adams 

1939  Sandy  Springs 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

L.G.  Burgiss 

I  Cor.  12:27 

1940  Shady  Grove 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

R.L  West 

John  7:46 

1941    Flat  Rock 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

Raymond  E.  Conned 

John  12:20 

1942  North  Oak  Ridge 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

Charles  E.  Parker 

Ps.  18:50 

1943  South  Oak  Ridge 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

Paul  Forsythe 

1944  Charity 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

W.T.  Adams 

Ex.4 

1945   Island  Ford 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

Kelly  Barnette 

Tit.  2:11 

1946  Turner's  Creek 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

John  1.  Kizer 

1947  New  Hope 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

E.W.  Mc Murray 

1948  Bear  Creek 

J.T.  Reece 

R.Allan  Jessup 

J.C.  Shore 

Mat.  16 

1949  Cross  Roads 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

H.W.  Hutchens 

John  1 

1950  Enon 

J.C.  Shore 

R.Allan  Jessup 

A.C.  Cheshire 

Mark  8 

1951   Richmond  Hill 

J.C.  Shore 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

R.S.  Pruitt 

1952  Island  Ford  & 

J.C.  Shore 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

W.M.  Beecher 

Flat  Rock 
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Yr. 

Place 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher 

Text 

1953 

Yadkin  Valley  & 
Charity 

J.C.  Shore 

R.Allan  Jessup 

W.M.  Beecher 

1954 

Swaim's  & 
Boonvilie 

J.C.  Shore 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

M.F.  Reavis 

Acts  1:8 

1955 

Sandy  Springs  & 
Forbush 

J.G.  Allgood 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

J.G.  Allgood 

Col.  2:10 

1956 

Turner's  Creek  & 
East  Bend 

J.G.  Allgood 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

Homer  E.  Brady 

Matt.  28: 
16-20 

1957 

Courtney  & 
Shady  Grove 

J.G.  Allgood 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

Roger  Jackson 

Phil.  4:19 

1958 

Arlington  & 
Union  Grove 

J.G.  Allgood 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

R.J.  Hogan 

Luke  24: 
36-48 

1959 

Friendship  & 
Island  Ford 

R.P.  Buchanan 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

Jack  Gentry 

Rev.  3:14-23 

1960 

Enon  &  New  Hope 

R.J.  Hogan 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

M.  Kenneth  Wilson 

Matt.  16: 
16-20 

1961 

Jonesville  & 
Flat  Rock 

R.J.  Hogan 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

L.  Grady  Burgiss 

I  Cor.  12:27 

1962 

South  Oak  Ridge 
&  Bethel 

William  Pepper 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

W.C.  Barklev 

Mark  1:14 

1963 

Huntsville  &  Charity  William  Pepper 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

John  T.  Edwards 

John  12: 

23-26 

1964 

Boonvilie  & 
Sandy  Springs 

M.  Kenneth  Wilson 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

W.T.  Bassett 

Ps.  19:12-14 

-1965 

Mountain  View& 
Richmond  Hill 

M.  Kenneth  Wilson 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

William  Pepper 

Acts  4:13 

11966 

Forbush  & 
Island  Ford 

Roger  Jackson 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

James  1.  Murphy 

Luke  11: 
37-44 

11967 

Bear  Creek  & 
Island  Ford 

Roger  Jackson 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

Ralph  Hogan 

John  17: 
9-26 

1968 

Enon  & 
Arlington  First 

.1.  Bill  Steelman 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

Frank  B.  Wood 

Luke  24: 
46-48 

i  1969 

Flat  Rock  & 

J.B.  Steelman 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

James  H.  Pernell 

Matt.  28:16- 

20 

Ro.  12 

Bethel 

1970 

Turner's  Creek  & 
Friendship 

Bill  Hartsell 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

Tommv  Luffman 

John  14:1-2 

1971 

: 

Yadkinville  1st 
&  Deep  Creek 

John  T.  Edwards 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

Tobie  Stone 

I  Cor.  3:3- 11 

1972 

Union  Grove  & 
Richmond  Hill 

Bill  Hartsell 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

Paul  Reese 

Joshua  1:1-9 

1973 

1 

Arlington  First  & 

Paul  Reese 

Mrs.  LH.  Todd 

Eugene  Burris 

Isa.  6:1-8 

1974 

Rock  Spring  & 
Flat  Rock 

Paul  Reese 

Mrs.  LH.  Todd 

Rav  Hamilton 

Ps.  133 
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Yr. 


Place 


Moderator 


Clerk 


Preacher 


Text 


1975 

1976 
1977 


Charity  &  Boonville 

Richard  S.  Eskew 

Mrs 

Zion  &  Forbush 

Richard  S.  Eskew 

Mrs 

Mountain  View  & 

W.L  Pearson,  Jr. 

Mrs 

Yadkinville  First 

Green  Meadows  & 

W.L.  Pearson,  Jr. 

Mrs 

Enon 

East  Bend  & 

Ray  Hamilton 

Mrs 

Courtney 

Mrs 

Bear  Creek  & 

Ray  Hamilton 

Mrs 

Friendship 

Shady  Grove  & 

Bill  Yates 

Mrs 

Sandy  Springs 

North  Oak  Ridge  & 

Roy  Young 

Mrs 

South  Oak  Ridge 

Huntsville  & 

Roy  Young 

Mrs 

Flat  Rock 

West  Yadkin  & 

Phil  Beavers 

Mrs 

Deep  Creek 

Bethel  &  Blaise 

Phil  Beavers 

Mrs 

Arlington  & 

Larry  Childs 

Mrs 

Boonville 

Courtney  & 

David  Brown 

Mrs 

Union  Grove 

Swaim's  & 

LA.  Anderson.  Jr. 

Mrs 

Rock  Spring 

Jonesville  First 

LA.  Anderson,  Jr. 

Mrs. 

Richmond  Hill 

Charitv  &  Eaton's 

LA.  Anderson,  Jr. 

Mrs. 

L.H.  Todd         Grover  Holder 

L.H.  Todd  Walter  L  Warfford 

L.H.  Todd  W.T.  Adams 


L.H.  Todd 


Richard  Eskew 


Phyllis  McCollum 

Betty  Shore  William  Yates 

Margie  Martin  Billy  Washburn 

Margie  Martin  Charles  Talley 

Brenda  Garner  Dave  Witt 

Grenda  Garner  David  Roberts 

Brenda  Garner  L.E.  Mvers 


Mark  1:1 
Ps.  11:3 

I  Cor.  3:9 

Heb.  4; 
Matt.  4 
Mark  9 
Acts  2:41 
Matt.  28 

II  Chron. 
17:15 
Matt.  4: 
18:25 

1  John  4:7 

Matt.  28:19 


Brenda  Garner 

David  Cox 

Acts  4:31 

Brenda  Garner 

Jack  Johnson 

Heb.  2:9 

Brenda  Garner 

Grady  Tutterow 

Matt.  16: 
18-19 

Brenda  Garner 

Roy  Jester 

Matt.  16: 
18-19 

Brenda  Garner 

Johnnv  Enloe 

Matt.  28: 
16-20 

Richard  Eskew 

Matt.  1:1-17 

Brenda  Garner 

Larry  Thompson 
Bob  Belford 
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Jerusalem 

Davie  County 
Jonesville  First 

Yadkin  County 

Lewis 
Wilkes  County 

Lewis  Fork 
Wilkes  County 

Little  River 
Wilkes  County 

Little  Yadkin 
Surry  County 

Lower  Creek 
Caldwell  County 


1902 


1823 


1794 


1791 


1785 


1791 


1868 

To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1873 

1904 

Became  First,  1947 

1823 

To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1825 

1794 

To  Mountain  Association 

1797 

1791 

To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1822 

1790 

Charter  Member 

Dismissed  1806 

1791 


Not  listed  after  1791 


Macedonia  1882 

Forsyth  County 

Middle  Little  River  (E)  1797 

Alexander  County 

Mitchell's  River  1788 

Wilkes  County 

Mitchell's  River  (E)  1821 

Surry  County 

Mocksville  1864 

Davie  County 

Mount  Airy  1878 

Surry  County 

Mount  Bethel  1937 

Yadkin  County 

Mount  Carmel  1894 

Surry  County 


Mount  Gilead  1847 

Yadkin  County 


1882  To  Pilot  Mountain 

Association  1885 

1797  Not  listed  afterwards 


1790  Charter  Member,  Became 

Fish's  Creek  in  1791 

1821  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1822 

1864  To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1873 

1879  To  Pilot  Mountain 

Association  1885 

1940  Withdrew  in  1980 


1 894  To  Surry  Association  1 903 


1848  Became  East  Bend,  1885 
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Mount  Hermon 
Surry  County 


Mount  Nebo  (E) 
Yadkin  County 

Mount  Pleasant  (E) 
Yadkin  County 

Mount  Vernon 
Iredell  County 

Mount  Zion 
Yadkin  County 

Mountain  View 
Surry  County 


1866 


1893 


1890 


1836 


1932 


1885 


Mountain  View  1907 

Yadkin  County 

Mouth  of  Uwhary  1780 

Montgomery  County 

Muddy  Creek  1813 

Davidson  County 

Mulberry  (E)  c.1771 

Wilkes  County 

New  Bethany  1827 

Iredell  County 

New  Bethel  (E)  1879 

Surry  County 

New  Hope  1802 

Iredell  County 

New  Hope  1902 

Iredell  County 


1866  Withdrew  fellowship,  1883. 

Readmitted  1886,  1892;  to 
Surry  Association  1903 

1893  Not  listed  after  1901 


1890  Not  listed  after  1903 


1842  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1868 

1943  Dropped  1963 


1890  To  Surry  Association  1903 


1908 


1791  Not  listed  after  1791 


1813  Expelled  1837 


1794  Listed  1794  and  1795 


1869  To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1873 

1879  Not  listed  after  1901 


1802  To  South  Yadkin  in  1873 


1903  Dismissed  in  1932, 

readmitted  1939,  withdrew 
in  1980 


New  Hope 
Surry  County 


1881 


1881 


To  Surry  Association  1903 
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New  Providence  1806 

Surry  County  (?) 


New  River  1790 

Watauga  County 

New  Union  (E)  1836 

Iredell  County 

North  Fork,  New  River  1 78 1 

Wilkes  County 

North  Oak  Ridge  1904 

Yadkin  County 

Oak  Grove  1893 

Surry  County 

Oak  Grove  1873 

Yadkin  County 

Petty's  Meeting  House  1783 

Yadkin  County 

Pi ney  Grove  1899 

Surry  County 

Pleasant  Grove  1880 

Carroll  County,  VA 

Powder  Springs  1836 

Iredell  County 

Providence  (E)  1805 

Surry  County 

Reece's  1836 

Yadkin  County 

Little  Richmond  1872 

Surry  County 

Richmond  Hill  1889 

Yadkin  County 


1806  Mentioned  in  petition  to 

divide  YBA,  not  mentioned 
afterwards 

1790  Charter  Member;  to 

Mountain  Association  1797 

1836  Dissolved  in  1846 


1790  Charter  Member  to 

Mountain  Association  1797 

1907  Became  North,  1924 


1893  To  Surry  Association  1903 


1894  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1917 

1790  Charter  Member;  Now  Flat 

Rock 

1900  To  Surry  Association  1903 


1887  Not  listed  after  1! 


1836  Became  Mount  Vernon 

1842 

1805  By  1822  no  longer  a 

member 

1836  Became  Boonville  in  18 


1872  To  Surry  Association  1903 
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Roaring  River 
Wilkes  County 

Rock  Spring 
iredell  County 

Rockford 
Surry  County 

Rocky  Ford 
Surry  County 

Rocky  River 
Chatham  County 


1779 


1847 


1871 


1776 


1790  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1822 

1 885  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1887;  readmitted  1916 

1 848  To  Surry  Association  1 903 


1 872  To  Surry  Association  1 903 


1 79 1  Not  represented  after  1 79 1 


Rocky  River  on  Pee-Dee 
Anson  County 


1758 


1 79 1  Not  represented  after  1 79 1 


Rye  Valley,  South  Fork  1790 

Holston  River 
Wythe  County,  VA 

Salem  1806 

Buncombe  County 


Salem 

Surry  County 


1790  Charter  Member  to 

Mountain  Association  1797 


1806  Joined  another  association 

by  1818 

1 899  To  Surry  Association  1 903 


Sandy  Springs  1840 

Iredell  County 

Shady  Grove  1882 

Yadkin  County 


1841 


1883 


Shiloh  1883 

Stokes  County 

ShugartTown  1960 

Yadkin  County 

Siloam  1900 

Surry  County 

Sinclair's  Bottom  1791 

Washington  Co.,  VA 


1883  To  Pilot  Mountain 

Association  1885 

1960  Under  watchcare  until  1965; 

withdrew  in  1982 

1901  To  Surry  Association  1903 


1793  To  Mountain  Association 

1797 
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Second  Creek  (E) 
Rowan  County 

Snow  Creek 
Iredell  County 

Society 

Iredell  County 

S.  Fork,  Roaring  River 
Wilkes  County 


South  Oak  Ridge 
Yadkin  County 

Sulphur  Springs 
Surry  County 

Swaim's 
Yadkin  County 

Tabor (E) 

Yadkin  County 

Timber  Ridge  (E) 
Rowan  County 

Three  Forks  of  New  River 
Watauga  County 

Trading  Ford 
Rowan  County 

Turner's  Creek 
Yadkin  County 

Union 

Caldwell  County 

Union  Cross 
Surry  County 


1822 


1822 


1821 


1786 


1896 


1873 


1837 


1850 


1768 
R1787/! 

1790 


1870 


1814 


1822  Not  listed  after  1831 


1822  To  Brier  Creek 

Association  1822 

1821  To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1873 

1790  Charter  Member;  to 

Mountain  Assocaition  1797 
Became  Primitive  Baptist 

1917 


1874  To  Pilot  Mountain 

Association  1885 

1837  Began  as  a  Brush  Arbor 

ca.  1794 

1851  Church  dissolved  about 

1854 

1790  Charter  Member;  not 

listed  after  1814 

1790  To  Mountain  Association 

1797 

1871  To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1873 

1924  Became  Independent  1978 


1816  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1825 

1880  To  Elkin  Association  1890 


Union  Grove 
Yadkin  County 


i' 


1858 
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1859 


Union  Hill 

Forsyth  County 

West  Bend 
Forsyth  County 


1851 


1876 


1851  To  South  Yadkin 

Association  1876 

1876  To  Pilot  Mountain 

Association  1885; 
readmitted  1902,  inactive 
since  1971 


West  Yadkin 
Yadkin  County 

White  Plains 
Surry  County 

Yadkin  River  (E) 
Rowan  County 

Yadkin  Valley 
Davie  County 

Yadkinville  First 
Yadkin  County 

Zion 

Iredell  County 

Zion  Hill 

Wilkes  County 


1960 


1847 


1871 


1881 


1858 


1826 


1814 


1961  Fully  admitted  in  1962 


1860  To  Surry  Association  1903 


1871  Became  only  preaching 

point  by  1873 

1906  Became  Independent  in 

1979 

1859  Became  First  in  1969 


1970  Came  from  Brier  Creek 

Association 

1815  To  Brier  Creek  Association 

1822 
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APPENDIX 


HISTORICAL  TABLE 


Historical  Table 


Yr. 

Place 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher 

Text 

1786 

Petty's  Mt.  House 

John  Cleveland 

John  Wright 

1787 

Bennet's 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Richard  Allen 

1788 

Petty's 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Richard  Allen 

1788 

Mitchell's  River 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Richard  Allen 

1789 

Brier  Creek 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Richard  Allen 

1790 

Eaton's 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Stephen  Wood 

Andrew  Baker 

1  Cor.  1:30 

1791 

Brier  Creek 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Stephen  Wood 

1791 

Lower  Creek 

Andrew  Baker 

Stephen  Wood 

1791 

Eaton's 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Stephen  Wood 

George  Pope 

Psalm  133 

1792 

Deep  Ford 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

James  Bunyard 

1793 

Eaton's 

John  Gano 

Stephen  Wood 

Psalm  27:4 

1794 

Brier  Creek 

John  Gano 

Stephen  Wood 

John  Gano 

Psalm  27:4 

1795 

Petty's 

Geo.  W.  McNeil 

Stephen  Wood 

Andrew  Baker 

1796 

Cub  Creek 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

Andrew  Baker 

1797 

Brier  Creek 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

1798 

Fork 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

1799 

Abbot's  Creek 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

John  Owen 

1800 

Eaton's 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Megreger 

Isa.  4:4 

1801 

Roaring  River 

Thomas  Durham 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Cook 

1802 

Jersey 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

1803 

New  Hope 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

George  Pope 

Ezek.  3:17 

1804 

Brier  Creek 

Lazarus  Whitehead 

Thomas  Wright 

Nathan  Gilbert 

Judg.  7:21 

1805 

Flat  Rock 

Thomas  Durham 

Thomas  Wright 

1806 

Little  River 

William  Dotson 

Thomas  Wright 

John  Angel 

1  Pet.  2:7 

1807 

Bear  Creek 

Thomas  Durham 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Murphy 

John  6:51 

1808 

Grassy  Knob 

William  Cook 

Thomas  Wright 

Andrew  Baker 

Ro.  12:1 

1809 

Fork 

William  Dotson 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Dotson 

Eph.  2:8 

1810 

Cub  Creek 

William  Dotson 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Murphy 

John  6:50 

1811 

Island  Ford 

Brunley  Cooker 

Thomas  Wright 

Abraham  Mitchell 

Ro.  3:2 

1812 

Eaton's 

Brunley  Cooker 

Thomas  Wright 

1813 

Jersey 

Brunley  Cooker 

Thomas  Wright 

James  Persons 

1814 

New  Hope 

Richard  Cunningham 

Thomas  Wright 

Rich.  Cunningham 

Eph.  2:19 

1815 

Howell's 

Brunley  Cooker 

Thomas  Wright 

John  Angel 

1816 

Brier  Creek 

Brunley  Cooker 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Brittain 

1817 

Zion  Hill 

Brunley  Cooker 

William  Johnson 

Rich.  Cunningham 

1818 

Bethel 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Dotson 

Mat.  16:18 

1819 

Flat  Rock 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Pickler 

1820 

Fork 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

William  Brittain 

Acts  11:24 

1821 

Cool  Springs 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

John  Angel 

Isa.  35: 1 

822 

Bear  Creek 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

David  Jacks 

ISam.  17:29 

823 

Union 

William  Brittain 

Thomas  Wright 

Joseph  Pickler 

Ro.  L16 
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Yr. 

Place 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher 

Text 

1824 

Island  Ford 

William  King 

Thomas  Wn 

ght 

Joshua  Carter 

1825 

Muddy  Creek 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wn 

ght 

John  Angel 

Isa.  3:5 

1826 

New  Hope 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wn 

ght 

Joseph  Pickler 

John  5 

1827 

Grassy  Knob 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wn 

ght 

Joshua  Carter 

Rev.  15:3 

1828 

Society 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wri 

ght 

John  Angel 

1829 

Eaton's 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wri 

ght 

Joseph  Pickler 

Gen  1:11-12 

1830 

Cross  Roads 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wri 

ght 

Joseph  Pickler 

Isa.  37:16 

1831 

Flat  Rock 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wri 

ght 

Joshua  Carter 

1832 

Fork 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wri 

ght 

John  Angel 

1833 

Bear  Creek 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wri 

ght 

Eli  Phillips 

I  Tim.  4:6 

1834 

Island  Ford 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wri 

ght 

Paul  Phifer 

Ro.  6:14 

1835 

New  Hope 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wri 

ght 

W.P.  Swanson 

1836 

Grassy  Knob 

Joseph  Pickler 

Paul  Phifer 

1  Tim.  1:15 

1837 

Reece's 

Joseph  Pickler 

Thomas  Wri 

ght 

Joseph  Pickler 

Ro.  1:16 

1838 

New  Union 

Joseph  Pickler 

A.W.  Martin 

John  Angel 

Isa.  55:4 

1839 

Cross  Roads 

Barton  Roby 

A.W.  Martin 

William  Goforth 

II  Cor.  5:20 

1840 

Eaton's 

Barton  Roby 

A.W.  Martin 

Paul  Phifer 

John  14:6 

1841 

Damascus 

Barton  Roby 

A.W.  Martin 

Barton  Roby 

1842 

Swaim's 

Mark  May 

A.W.  Martin 

1843 

Society 

Mark  May 

A.W.  Martin 

William  Hamer 

1844 

Sandy  Springs 

Mark  May 

A.W.  Martin 

1845 

Flat  Rock 

Mark  May 

A.W.  Martin 

1846 

Mt.  Vernon 

Mark  May 

A.W.  Martin 

William  Richards 

Ex.  25:22 

1847 

Fork 

Mark  May 

AW.  Martin 

Mark  May 

Acts  5:38 

1848 

Bear  Creek 

Mark  May 

A.W.  Martin 

Mark  May 

II  Cor.  7:1 

1849 

Island  Ford 

William  G.  Brown 

A.W.  Martin 

William  G.  Brown 

Mat.  24:14 

1850 

New  Hope 

William  G.  Brown 

A.W.  Brown 

N.S.  Chaffin 

1851 

Grassy  Knob 

William  G.  Brown 

A.W.  Martin 

Joseph  Richard 

Acts  10:33 

1852 

Union  Hill 

William  G.  Brown 

A.W.  Martin 

William  G.  Brown 

Heb.  13:1 

1853 

Reece's 

William  G.  Brown 

A.W.  Martin 

C.W.  Bessent 

Ps.  133:13 

1854 

Swaim's 

William  G.  Brown 

A.W.  Martin 

C.W.  Bessent 

1855 

Society 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

R.H.  Griffith 

Gal.  5:4 

1856 

Cross  Roads 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

C.W.  Bessent 

Acts  8:29-35 

1857 

Mt.  Gilead 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

William  G.  Brown 

John  17:21 

1858 

Sandy  Springs 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

R.H.  Griffith 

I  Cor.  2:16 

1859 

Mt.  Vernon 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

John  Robertson 

II  Tim.  4:2 

1860 

Eaton's 

C.W.  Bessent 

A.W.  Martin 

William  G.  Brown 

I.  Cor.  15:58 

1861 

Yadkinville 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

Edwin  Martin 

II  Cor.  4:4-5 

1862 

Flat  Rock 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

C.W.  Bessent 

John  15:16 

1863 

New  Hope 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

Moses  Baldwin 

Lu.  29:30 

1864 

Fork 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

F.H.  Jones 

1865 

Enon 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

H.B.  Brown 

Mai.  3:16 

1866 

White  Plains 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

Abram  Weaver 

Ps.  137:4-6 

1867 

Island  Ford 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

C.W.  Bessent 

Heb.  7:13 
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Yr. 

Place 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher 

Text 

1868 

Bear  Creek 

S.O.  Tatum 

A.W.  Martin 

J.B.  Marsh 

Ro.  8:11 

1869 

Reece's 

S.O.  Tatum 

D.  Horn 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

1  Cor.  8:9 

1870 

Jerusalem 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

D.  Horn 

J.B.  Marsh 

Gen.  26:18 

1871 

Society 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

D.  Horn 

Dr.  W.M.  Wingate 

1872 

Swaim's 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

AW.  Martin 

Moses  Baldwin 

James  5:20 

1873 

Cross  Roads 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

AW.  Martin 

K.  Thompson 

Mat.  6:33 

1874 

Rocky  Ford 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

William  G.  Brown 

I  Tim.  4:16 

1875 

Rockford 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

II  Cor.  4:5 

1876 

Sandy  Springs 

Moses  Baldwin 

J.H.  McGuffin 

C.C.  Haymore 

Ro.  10:1 

1877 

Antioch 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

T.D.  Casstevens 

John  17:21 

1878 

Forbush 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

M.l.  Vestal 

FT.  Shore 

Eph.  4:1 

1879 

Mt.  Hermon" 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

M.I.  Vestal 

S.D.  Brown 

Ps.  133:1 

1880 

Sulphur  Springs 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

M.I.  Vestal 

R.W.  Crews 

Rev.  2: 

1881 

Enon 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

M.I.  Vestal 

C.E.  Taylor 

Acts  4:14 

1882 

Mt.  Airy 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

W.G.  Brown 

1883 

Flat  Rock 

W.G.  Brown 

J.H.  McGuffin 

C.C.  Haymore 

I  Cor.  15:58 

1884 

Reece's 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

S.M.  Brown 

Mat.  7:28-29 

1885 

East  Bend 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

J.H.  McGuffin 

W.G.  Brown 

Zech.  4:6 

1886 

Huntsville 

W.G.  Brown 

D.A.  Davis 

E.J.  Adams 

John  14:1-3 

1887 

White  Plains 

J.G.  Burrus 

D.A.  Davis 

W.G.  Brown 

Ps.  43:3 

1888 

Bear  Creek 

J.G.  Burrus 

DA.  Davis 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

Mai.  3:16-17 

1889 

Island  Ford 

J.G.  Burrus 

J.A.  McKaughan 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

Mark  2:2-4 

1890 

Rockford 

J.G.  Burrus 

R.R.  Day 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

11  Cor.  4:5 

1891 

Union  Grove 

J.G.  Burrus 

R.R.  Day 

S.D.  Swaim 

1  Pet.  1:5-7 

1892 

Cross  Roads 

J.G.  Burrus 

R.R.  Day 

J.H.  Lewellyn 

Lu.  9:10-18 

1893 

Richmond,  Surry 

J.G.  Burrus 

J.E.  Johnson 

W.H.  Beamer 

Co.  2:10 

1894 

Swaim's 

J.G.  Burrus 

J.E.  Johnson 

L.M.  Brown 

I  Cor.  6:20 

1895 

Antioch 

J.G.  Burrus 

W.B.  Castevens 

W.G.  Brown 

Job  3:16 

1896 

East  Bend 

J.G.  Burrus 

W.B.  Castevens 

R.H.  Herring 

John  14:15 

1897 

Rocky  Ford 

J.G.  Burrus 

V.M.  Swaim 

J.B.  Boone 

1  John  3:16 

1898 

Boonville 

J.G.  Burrus 

V.M.  Swaim 

J.E.  Johnson 

Psalm  33:7 

1899 

Sandy  Springs 

J.G.  Burrus 

V.M.  Swaim 

D.W.  Poole 

Psalm  1 

1900 

Richmond  Hill 

J.G.  Burrus 

V.M.  Swaim 

W.H.  Beamer 

1  John  3:16 

1901 

Dobson 

J.G.  Burrus 

FT.  Lewellyn 

W.H.  Beamer 

1902 

Forbush 

J.G.  Burrus 

J.H.  Hendricks 

T.C.  Myers 

Ro.  15:5-7 

1903 

Bean  Shoals 

J.G.  Burrus 

.IT.  Kirk 

Dr.  R.T,  Vann 

Rev.  7: 1 

1901 

Flat  Rock 

Dr  II   Spcas 

.IT  Kirk 

J.J.  Beach 

John  15 

1905 

Enon 

.I.J.  Beach 

.IT.  Kirk 

G.F.  Hogue 

II.  Tim.  2:12 

1906 

Bear  Creek 

J.J.  Beach 

.I.S.  Martin 

R.P.  Coram 

Ro.  11:1(1 

1907 

Yadkinville 

Ml.  Woodhouse 

J.S.  Martin 

S.S.  May 

IPet.  1:3-5 

1908 

( >ak  Grove 

Ml.  Woodhouse 

Sanford  Martm 

OJ.  Martin 

1909 

East  Bend 

Ml.  Woodhouse 

Sanford  Martin 

W.V,  Brown 

John  1:15 
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1910 

North  Oak  Ridge 

Ml.  Woodhouse 

W.V.  Brown 

S.S.  May 

Acts  28:22 

1911 

Cross  Roads 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.N.  Horn 

G.F.  Hogue 

1  Cor.  3:11 

1912 

Union  Grove 

Ml.  Woodhouse 

W.N.  Horn 

R.P.  Coram 

Rev.  3:1 

1913 

Swaim's 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.N.  Horn 

S.M.  Brown 

1  Cor.  6:19 

1914 

Bean  Shoals 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.V.  Brown 

S.S.  May 

11  Tim.  2:3 

1915 

Boonville 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.V.  Brown 

T.C.  Myers 

Lu.  17:17 

1916 

Sandy  Springs 

M.L.  Woodhouse 

W.V.  Brown 

R.P.  Coram 

11  Tim.  2:1-3 

1917 

Friendship 

A.S.  Speer 

W.V.  Brown 

E.W.  Turner 

1  Tim.  4:16 

1918 

Shady  Grove 

A.S.  Speer 

J.M.  Davis 

T.C.  Myers 

I  Cor.  2:1-2 

1919 

Deep  Creek 

A.S.  Speer 

J.M.  Davis 

S.S.  May 

Neh.  6:3 

1920 

Yadkin  Valley 

A.S.  Speer 

J.M.  Davis 

E.J.  Adams 

1  Cor.  6:19 

1921 

Jonesville 

A.S.  Speer 

J.M.  Davis 

R.P.  Coram 

Phil.  2:12 

1922 

Fit  Rock 

A.S.  Speer 

S.J.  Honeycutt 

S.F.  Morton 

Acts  20:26 

1923 

Charity 

A.S.  Speer 

S.J.  Honeycutt 

George  Burrus 

John  15 

1924 

Bear  Creek 

A.S.  Speer 

S.J.  Honeycutt 

R.P.  Coram 

Ro.  6:22 

1925 

South  Oak  Ridge 

A.S.  Speer 

S.J.  Honeycutt 

T.A.  Caudle 

Gal.  5:14 

1926 

Swaim's 

A.S.  Speer 

W.V.  Brown 

R.E.  Adams 

John  14:31 

1927 

Forbush 

W.V.  Brown 

J.G.  Allgood 

T.S.  Crutchfield 

1  Cor.  9:14 

1928 

Island  Ford 

W.V.  Brown 

J.G.  Allgood 

S.S.  May 

11  Tim.  4:2 

1929 

Rock  Spring 

W.V.  Brown 

J.T.  Reece 

J.G.  Allgood 

II  Cor.  4:5 

1930 

Enon 

W.V.  Brown 

J.T.  Reece 

J.A.  Duren 

John  17: 
22-23 

1931 

Mountain  View 

W.V.  Brown 

J.T.  Reece 

R.E.  Adams 

1932 

Bethel 

R.E.  Adams 

J.T.  Reece 

W.E.  Linney 

I  Cor.  2:2 

1933 

Union  Gorve 

J.T.  Reece 

Nelson  Ireland 

J.P.  Davis 

1934 

Cross  Roads 

J.T.  Reece 

J.P.  Davis 

B.K.  Mason 

Mat.  10:7 

1935 

Boonville 

J.T.  Reece 

J.P.  Davis 

G.D.  Renegar 

John  20 

1936 

Richmond  Hill 

J.T.  Reece 

J.P.  Davis 

Avery  Church 

John  6:53 

1937 

Yadkin  Valley 

J.T.  Reece 

J.P.  Davis 

M.F.  Reavis 

Eph.  5:14 

1938 

Arlington 

J.T.  Reece 

J.P.  Davis 

R.E.  Adams 

1939 

Sandy  Springs 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

L.G.  Burgiss 

1  Cor.  12:27 

1940 

Shady  Grove 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

R.L.  West 

John  7:46 

1941 

Flat  Rock 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

Raymond  E.  Connel 

John  12:20 

1942 

North  Oak  Ridge 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

Charles  E.  Parker 

Ps.  18:50 

1943 

South  Oak  Ridge 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

Paul  Forsythe 

1944 

Charity 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

W.T.  Adams 

Ex.4 

1945 

Island  Ford 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

Kelly  Barnette 

Tit.  2:11 

1946 

Turner's  Creek 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

John  1.  Kizer 

1947 

New  Hope 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

E.W.  McMurray 

1948 

Bear  Creek 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

J.C.  Shore 

Mat.  16 

1949 

Cross  Roads 

J.T.  Reece 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

HW.  Hutchens 

John  1 

1950 

Enon 

J.C.  Shore 

R.Allan  Jessup 

A.C.  Cheshire 

Mark  8    ' 

1951 

Richmond  Hill 

J.C.  Shore 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

R.S.  Pruitt 

1952 

Island  Ford  & 
Flat  Rock 

J.C.  Shore 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

W.M.  Beecher 
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1953 

Yadkin  Valley  & 
Charity 

J.C.  Shore 

R.  Allan  Jessup 

W.M.  Beecher 

1954 

Swaim's  & 
Boonville 

J.C.  Shore 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

M.F.  Reavis 

Acts  1:8 

1955 

Sandy  Springs  & 
Forbush 

J.G.  Allgood 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

J.G.  Allgood 

Col.  2:10 

1956 

Turner's  Creek  & 
East  Bend 

J.G.  Allgood 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

Homer  E.  Bradv 

Matt.  28: 
16-20 

1957 

Courtney  & 
Shady  Grove 

J.G.  Allgood 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

Roger  Jackson 

Phil.  4:19 

1958 

Arlington  & 
Union  Grove 

J.G.  Allgood 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

R.J.  Hogan 

Luke  24: 
36-48 

1959 

Friendship  & 
Island  Ford 

R.P.  Buchanan 

Laurence  H.  Todd 

Jack  Gentry 

Rev.  3:14-23 

1960 

Enon  &  New  Hope 

R.J.  Hogan 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

M.  Kenneth  Wilson 

Matt.  16: 
16-20 

1961 

Jonesville  & 
Flat  Rock 

R.J.  Hogan 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

L  Grady  Burgiss 

I  Cor.  12:27 

1962 

South  Oak  Ridge 
&  Bethel 

William  Pepper 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

W.C.  Barklev 

Mark  1:14 

1963 

Huntsville  &  Charity  William  Pepper 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

John  T.  Edwards 

John  12: 

23-26 

1964 

Boonville  & 
Sandy  Springs 

M.  Kenneth  Wilson 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

W.T.  Bassett 

Ps.  19:12-14 

1965 

Mountain  View  & 
Richmond  Hill 

M.  Kenneth  Wilson 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

William  Pepper 

Acts  4:13 

1966 

Forbush  & 
Island  Ford 

Roger  Jackson 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

James  I.  Murphv 

Luke  11: 
37-44 

1967 

Bear  Creek  & 
Island  Ford 

Roger  Jackson 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

Ralph  Hogan 

John  17: 
9-26 

1968 

Enon  & 
Arlington  First 

J.  Bill  Steelman 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

Frank  B.  Wood 

Luke  24: 
46-48 

1969 

Flat  Rock  & 

J.B.  Steelman 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

James  H.  Pernell 

Matt.  28:16- 

20 

Ro.  12 

Bethel 

1970 

Turner's  Creek  & 
Friendship 

Bill  Hartsell 

Mrs.  LH.  Todd 

Tommv  Luffman 

John  14:1-2 

1971 

Yadkinville  1st 
&  Deep  Creek 

John  T.  Edwards 

Mrs.  LH.  Todd 

Tobie  Stone 

I  Cor.  3:3-11 

1972 

Union  Grove  & 
Richmond  Hill 

Bill  Hartsell 

Mrs.  LH.  Todd 

Paul  Reese 

Joshua  1:1-9 

1973 

Arlington  First  & 

Paul  Reese 

Mrs.  LH.  Todd 

Eugene  Burris 

Isa.  6:1-8 

1974 

Rock  Spring  & 
Flat  Rock 

Paul  Reese 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

Rav  Hamilton 

Ps.  133 
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1975 

Charity  &  Boonville 

Richard  S.  Eskew 

Mrs.  L.H.  Todd 

Grover  Holder 

Mark  1:1 

1976 

Zion  &  Forbush 

Richard  S.  Eskew 

Mrs.  LH.  Todd 

Walter  L  Warfford 

Ps.  11:3 

1977 

Mountain  View  & 
Yadkinville  First 

W.L.  Pearson,  Jr. 

Mrs.  LH.  Todd 

W.T.  Adams 

1  Cor.  3:9 

1978 

Green  Meadows  & 
Enon 

W.L.  Pearson.  Jr. 

Mrs.  LH.  Todd 

Richard  Eskew 

Heb.  4; 
Matt.  4 

1979 

East  Bend  & 

Rav  Hamilton 

Mrs.  Phyllis  McCollum 

Mark  9 

Courtney 

Mrs.  Betty  Shore 

William  Yates 

Acts  2:41 

1980 

Bear  Creek  & 
Friendship 

Rav  Hamilton 

Mrs.  Margie  Martin 

Billy  Washburn 

Matt.  28 

1981 

Shady  Grove  & 
Sandy  Springs 

Bill  Yates 

Mrs.  Margie  Martin 

Charles  Taliey 

II  Chron. 

17:15 

1982 

North  Oak  Ridge  & 
South  Oak  Ridge 

Roy  Young 

Mrs.  Brenda  Garner 

Dave  Witt 

Matt.  4: 
18:25 

1983 

Huntsville  & 

Flat  Rock 

Roy  Young 

Mrs.  Grenda  Garner 

David  Roberts 

1  John  4:7 

1984 

West  Yadkin  & 
Deep  Creek 

Phil  Beavers 

Mrs.  Brenda  Garner 

LE.  Myers 

Matt.  28:19 

1985 

Bethel  &  Blaise 

Phil  Beavers 

Mrs.  Brenda  Garner 

David  Cox 

Acts  4:31 

1986 

Arlington  & 
Boonville 

Larry  Childs 

Mrs.  Brenda  Garner 

Jack  Johnson 

Heb.  2:9 

1987 

Courtney  & 
Union  Grove 

David  Brown 

Mrs.  Brenda  Garner 

Grady  Tutterow 

Matt.  16: 
18-19 

1988 

Swaim's  & 
Rock  Spring 

LA.  Anderson,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Brenda  Garner 

Roy  Jester 

Matt.  16: 
18-19 

1989 

Jonesville  First 

LA.  Anderson,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Brenda  Garner 

Johnny  Enloe 

Matt.  28: 
16-20 

Richmond  Hill 

Richard  Eskew 

Matt.  1:1-17 

1990 

Charity  &  Eaton's 

LA.  Anderson,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Brenda  Garner 

Larrv  Thompson 
Bob  Belford 
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